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Introduction
Religious Studies B. Paper 1: Area of Study 1 – Religion and Ethics, Islam.

Section 1: Muslim Beliefs

This was the first examination for the new 9-1 specification in Religious Studies for Option 1:

Religion and Ethics. It comprises fifty percent of the whole award for Religious Studies. The paper

consists of four questions, one from each section of the specification. Candidates have no choice in

the questions, and should answer all questions.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RB0 1C     3



Question 1 (a) 

The question asked candidates to 'Outline three Muslim beliefs about Paradise...' An outline should

consist of three short sentences which provide, for example, a way, an attitude, or a belief

depending on the command word of the question.

Most candidates were able to suggest three accurate beliefs about paradise for Muslims and were

awarded three marks.

This example is included as representative of the work of a more able

candidate. The beliefs are clearly articulated and are specific to Islam.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlined three correct beliefs.

(i) The people of paradise are said in the Qur’an to wear garments of green

silk (1). (This is from Surah 18:31)

(ii) They will be sitting on thrones raised high (1). (This is from Surah 12:21)

(iii) The good, pious and righteous who believed in Allah and the last day will

have the reward of paradise (1).

Focus on the command word in the question. In this case 'beliefs'.
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It is not necessary to quote from a source of authority to achieve full marks in an 'Outline' question.

This candidate gave three simple, but accurate, beliefs and was awarded

three marks.

(i) If you obey Allah then you will enter paradise (1).

(ii) The reward of being tested in this life is with paradise (1).

(iii) Paradise is a beautiful place with gardens (1).

Save time by not elaborating in a) questions.
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This is included as an example of a candidate who had limited knowledge of Muslim beliefs but the

beliefs offered were accurate.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate outlined two correct beliefs.

(i) Only Muslims who have been good and please Allah will go to paradise (1).

(ii) Paradise will be full of flowers and beautiful things (1).

Candidates gain no further credit for developing their response in an 'Outline'

question. One idea can only gain 1 mark.
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Inaccurate information was not credited.

The candidate outlined one correct belief.

(i) You go to paradise if you lived as a good Muslim (1).

The first point offered by the candidate was not credited since Muhammad is

not responsible for judging Muslims.

Focus on brief, accurate statements of belief.
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Question 1 (b) 

In 1(b) questions candidates are asked to explain two reasons or ways. In order to achieve full

marks the candidate must give two developed reasons. Only two reasons can be credited. A

development will usually take the form of a relevant quote from a source of authority, an example

or further information which adds to the value of the response whilst remaining directly relevant.

This was included as an example of a candidate who achieved full marks by clearly considering all

holy books rather than just the Qur'an.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons.

(i). They teach Muslims about their religion Islam (1), developed by, this helps

us to understand how to worship Allah (1).

(ii). They teach Muslims about other scriptures (1), developed by, that were

sent to other prophets (1).

Read the question carefully, a question about all the holy books cannot be

answered solely by reference to the Qur'an.
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Less able candidates were often able to give two basic reasons, though these were not developed.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gave 2 simple reasons.

(i) It is God’s word (1).

It is acceptable to refer to Allah as God. The attempted development was not

credited since Muslims believe all the holy books, with the exception of the

Qur’an, have been changed and therefore Allah’s word has been corrupted.

(ii) It tells them how they should live the perfect life as a Muslim (1).

The development must refer to all the holy books, not just the Qur'an.
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The work of this candidate was included as an example of a student who appeared to be answering

a question about the importance of the Qur'an rather than all the holy books.

The candidate was awarded 0 marks.

The candidate has not answered the question. These facts may be true of the

Qur’an but they do not apply to all the holy books. The specification refers to

the kutub, so in this question, references to the Hadith cannot be accepted.

Link the question to the specification to be clear on the topic under

consideration.
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Question 1 (c) 

The question asked candidates to explain how two characteristics of Allah are shown in the Qur'an.

There are five marks available in (c) questions. Of these, four marks are awarded in exactly the

same way as (b) questions, for two developed reasons. The final mark is awarded for the accurate

use of a source of authority as a quote, or recognisable paraphrase of the source.

This was included as an example of a candidate who achieved full marks for a (c) question including

the correct use of a source of authority.

The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gave two developed ways; with reference to an appropriate

source of authority.

(i) Allah is described as one and has no partners (1), developed by, he should

be worshipped alone and praised alone (1). It is mentioned in the Qur’an

‘Worship God and shun false gods’. (1) (This is found in Surah 16:36 and was

the source of authority.)

(ii). The Qur’an explains Allah’s immanence (1) (he acts in the world is a

definition and therefore not credited) developed by, and ‘is closer to human

beings than their jugular vein’ (1). (Surah 50:16. This is a source of wisdom but

functions as a development in this case.)

The source of wisdom can therefore be used as a reason, a development or

as the source of authority. It cannot be used as two of these things in the

same response. There must be five separate pieces of information.
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Candidates should link their source of authority to a developed reason.
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This is included as many candidates mentioned the source of authority as the Qur'an or the Hadith

but failed to provide a recognisable quote or paraphrase.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gave two developed ways; with no reference to an appropriate

source of authority.

Allah is omnipotent (1), developed by, he was powerful enough to create the

earth (1).

Allah is merciful (1), developed by, he forgives Muslims for doing wrong and

sinful things (1).

A vague mention of the Qur’an is not enough to constitute a reference to a

source of authority so this was not credited.

It must be possible for the examiner to link the reference from the source of

authority to a specific quote from the Qur'an and the Hadith.
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This is an example of a response offered by a less able candidate.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate gave one simple way; with no reference to an appropriate

source of authority.

The Qur’an says that Allah is omnibenevolent, omnipotent and omniscient (1).

The attempted development is merely a list of definitions, this was not

credited as it did not add to the explanation.

Had the student said 'The Qur'an shows that Allah is omnibenevolent. It also

describes him as omnipotent' they would have received two marks for two

basic reasons.
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Question 1 (d) 

The (d) questions were asked in the following format.

(d) “Angels are at work in the world today.”

Candidates were required to:

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Muslim teachings

reach a justified conclusion.

In questions one and three the Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar marks were also added up to a

maximum of three. The vast majority of candidates on this paper were awarded three marks for

SPaG.

This was included as a mid range Level 1 response. Many of the marks awarded in this question are

awarded for the AO2 skills of judgement and appraisal. Whilst candidates often demonstrated good

knowledge and understanding of Islam, there was little evidence of either judgement of the value of

the reasons or appraisal of the relative strength of the arguments offered.
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1(d) 

Levels marking using the new levels mark scheme. Maximum 12 marks for

content. Maximum 3 marks SPaG.

Total marks available, maximum 15.

The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

Level 1, mid mark = 2
SPaG = 3
This is NOT point marking – the level should be decided first using the level

descriptors. After a best fit was found a mark was awarded within the level.

The SPaG mark was added to the Level mark.

The candidate gained level 1 because:

Information/issues were identified

Superficial connections were made among a limited range of elements in the

question, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of religion and

belief.

The response was awarded the middle mark in the level because:

There was little evidence of appraisal or judgements leading to a conclusion

that was not justified.

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms appropriately.

Don’t forget to add the SPaG marks in sections 1 and 3. They are not applied

to d questions in sections 2 and 4.

Total mark awarded = 5.

SPaG: This was awarded 3 marks because:

Focus on judgement and appraisal.
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This candidate achieved a mark at the top of Level 1 since they demonstrated some linkage of

ideas, though little in the way of judgement or appraisal.
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Levels marking. Maximum 12 marks for content. Maximum 3 marks SPaG.

Total marks available, maximum 15.

The candidate was awarded 6 marks.

Level 2, mid mark = 3
SPaG = 3 
The candidate gained level 1 because:

Information/issues are identified.

Superficial connections are made among a limited range of elements in the

question, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of religion and

belief.

The conclusion is only partly justified.

The response was awarded the highest mark in the level because:

The candidate achieved all the mark scheme requirements for level 1.

SPaG: This was awarded 3 marks because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms appropriately.

Total mark awarded = 6
If you are in doubt to the validity of an answer send it to review with an

appropriate message.

Candidates need to demonstrate the linkage of ideas to form a coherent

argument and judgement and appraisal.
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The work of this candidate was included as an example of a candidate working at the top of Level 2.
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The candidate was awarded 9 marks.

Level 2, highest mark = 6
SPaG = 3

The candidate gained level 2 because the response showed:

Superficial connections were made among many, but not all, of the elements

in the question.

This was underpinned by a limited understanding of religion and belief.

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question were made.

Judgements were not supported by an attempt appraise evidence, leading to

a conclusion that was not fully justified.

The response was awarded the highest mark in the level because:

The candidate achieved the mark scheme requirements for level 2.

SPaG: This was awarded 3 marks because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms appropriately.

You must justify your conclusion with more than your own opinion.
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Question 2 (a) 

Section 2: Marriage and the Family

The question asked candidates to:

'Outline three Muslim beliefs about the equality of men and women in the family.'

Unfortunately many candidates focused on differences between man and women rather than

equality.

This is included as an example of a candidate who focused on areas of gender equality in the

family.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlined three correct beliefs.

Men and women need to show kindness and mercy to each other (1).

They are both responsible to bring up children in an Islamic environment (1).

They both have a duty to make sure their children grow up as righteous

people (1).

Make sure you answer the question you have been asked.
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No additional credit can be awarded for development of the belief in an 'Outline' question.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate outlined one correct belief.

Men and women should be equal in the family though their roles may be

different (1).

The remainder of the response gives further information about the roles

rather than further beliefs so this could not be credited.

Focus on three simple sentences each linked directly to the question.
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This candidate focused only on differences rather than gender equality.

The candidate was awarded 0 marks.

The candidate outlined no correct beliefs.

Both the points suggested highlight difference rather than equality.

Make sure you answer the question.
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Question 2 (b) 

The question asked:

'Explain two reasons Muslims believe the family is important.'

Candidates were expected to provide specifically Islamic reasons in response.

The work of this candidate is included as an example of a candidate who gave two developed

reasons.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons.

Prophet Muhammad had a family (1), developed by, he is considered the

perfect example for Muslims to follow (1).

Families are the foundation of the ummah (1), developed by, so they should

expand them to make the local ummah bigger (1).

Focus on clear unambiguous development clearly linked both to the question

and the original reason.
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In this case the candidate gave one developed and one simple reason.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate gave one developed and one simple reason.

It spreads faith (1), developed by, it is often passed down through

generations (1).

Families provide love and kindness towards each other (1).

The attempted development was not credited since it was not linked to the

reason offered by the candidate as it was not clear how this linked to unity as

a major part of Islam.

Focus on a clear unambiguous development that links both to the question

and the reason.
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The candidate gave one developed reason.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gave one developed reason.

Prophet Muhammad had raised a family (1), developed by, so Muslims should

follow his footsteps (1).

The second point was not credited as, in order to award it, an examiner

would have to interpret what the candidate meant; since this was not clear no

mark was awarded.

Write clearly, say what you mean.
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Question 2 (c) 

The question asked:

Explain two reasons why some Muslims allow divorce.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

This is included as an example of a simple reason.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate gave one simple reason; with no reference to an appropriate

source of authority.

1. In the Qur’an Allah said it is all right to divorce (1).

Details of the divorce procedure do not explain why some Muslims allow

divorce. Similarly a brief assertion 'In the Qu'ran' followed by a generic

statement does not constitute a source of authority.

The development must link directly to both the reason and the question.

Generic information rarely benefits the candidate.
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In order to be awarded the source of authority additional mark the source must be linked to a

developed reason. In this case it was linked to a simple reason.

The source of authority was correctly identified as the Hadith, many candidates lost marks by

attributing this quote to the Qur'an. The quote can only be credited if the source is correctly

identified.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate gave one simple reason with an appropriate source of

authority, and a second simple reason.

‘Allah has made lawful divorce the most hated act’ ((Hadith) (1), developed by,

but it should only take place when all the consequences have been taken into

consideration (1).

Divorce may be allowed if disagreement is also occurring (1).

A further list of possible reasons when divorce may be allowed, none of which

were developed, does not constitute the development of this reason and only

two reasons can be credited.

Know where the source comes from.
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This is included as an example of a response which gained full marks including the additional

source of authority mark. This is clearly linked to the developed reason which follows it.

The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons; with reference to an appropriate

source of authority.

Allah has stated in the Qur’an ‘If they choose divorce… then Allah is all hearing

and all knowing' (1) (Surah 2:227, Source of authority). Marriage is intended to

be for life (1), developed by, but under certain circumstances Allah has

allowed divorce (1).

If children are harmed by violence or anger (1), developed by, Allah loves his

creation and would not harm Muslims (1).

It is often a good idea to start with the source of authority though other

methods are also deemed creditworthy.
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Question 2 (d) 

The question asked:

“People should only have sex with the person they are married to.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Muslim teachings

refer to non-religious points of view

reach a justified conclusion.

In questions 2 and 4 SPaG is not awarded. In this case in addition at Muslim teachings candidates

were asked to consider non-religious points of view.

The work of this candidate was included as an example of a low level response which merely lists a

number of isolated facts.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

Level 1, lowest mark = 1 mark.

The candidate gained level 1 because:

Isolated pieces of information were identified.

The response was awarded the lowest mark in the level because:

There was no attempt to link the responses to generate a coherent argument.

The candidate made no attempt to make judgements on the value of the

arguments or indeed to reach a conclusion.

Total mark awarded = 1.
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Do not list facts, make the facts work together to answer the question.
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This response is clearly stronger than the preceding one as the candidate presents two simple

arguments, one in favour of the statement, one against. The information contained in the response

is accurate though does not demonstrate extensive knowledge of Islam. It contains a valid, but

unsupported, non-religious perspective and has therefore fulfilled the demands of the question.
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The candidate was awarded 3 marks

Level 1 , highest mark = 3

The candidate gained level 1 because:

Information/issues are identified

Superficial connections are made among a limited range of elements in the

question, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of religion and

belief.

Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a conclusion

that is not fully justified.

The response was awarded the highest mark in the level because:

The candidate fulfilled the requirements for Level 1.

Try to provide evidence to support assertions.
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This is included as an example of a candidate reaching the top of level 2. In the absence of

judgement of the value of the arguments or any appraisal, other than a brief justification as a

personal opinion, it did not reach level 3.
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The candidate was awarded 6 marks.

Level 2, highest mark = 6

The candidate gained level 2 because:

Superficial connections are made among many, but not all, of the elements in

the question.

This is underpinned by some understanding of religion and belief.

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made.

Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence, much of

which may be superficial, leading to a conclusion that is not fully justified.

The response was awarded the highest mark in the level because:

The candidate fulfilled the best fit requirements for Level 2.

Focus on judgement and evaluation of the value of the arguments, rather

than a personal opinion.
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Question 3 (a) 

Section 3: Living the Muslim Life

The question in this case was:

Outline three purposes of the Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi’a Islam.

The question is focused on the purposes of the acts rather than requiring an outline of what the

individual acts are.

The first response is included as an example of a candidate who outlined three of the Obligatory

Acts rather than focusing on their purpose for Shi'a Muslims.

The candidate was awarded 0 marks.

The candidate outlined no correct purposes.

The candidate outlines what three of the Obligatory Acts are, rather than

their purpose. No marks were awarded.

Answer the question given, generic facts are rarely what is required.
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This candidate did understand that the question required purposes of the Obligatory Acts rather

than knowledge of what they are.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate outlined two correct purposes.

They teach Shi’a Muslims the most important actions they should do

throughout their life (1).

They show what to do to please Allah (1).

Always aim for three purposes in your answer.
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The candidate gave three succinct and accurate purposes of the ten Obligatory Acts.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlined three correct purposes.

To show submission to their faith (1).

To please Allah (1).

To improve the society around Shias (1).

The above brief statements are all that is required as an outline.
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Question 3 (b) 

The question asked:

Explain two reasons why reciting the Shahadah is important for Muslims.

In general questions which considered aspects of the Five Pillars were well answered by candidates.

This example was included to illustrate the approach taken by a weaker candidate.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate gave one simple reason.

It shows your commitment to the faith (1).

The Shahadah is not one of the Ten Obligatory Acts for Shi’a Muslims so the

second point offered by the candidate was not credited. This illustrates a

common confusion between the Five Roots of Usul Al-Din which are beliefs

and the Ten Obligatory Acts which, as the name suggests, are required

actions rather than beliefs.

Know the difference between the required beliefs and the required actions.
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This example illustrates a common problem, candidates haven given an initial reason, sometimes

struggled to effectively develop it.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate gave one developed and one simple reason.

It gives them a sense of belonging to Islam (1), developed by, as it is a

declaration of faith (1).

It proves acceptance and belief in one God alone (1).

The attempted development concerning belief in Prophet Muhammad acted

as a separate reason and, since only two reasons can be credited, this was

not credited.

Development must relate directly to the initial reason offered.
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This example was included to illustrate a full mark response.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons.

It is one of the things that makes a person Muslim (1), developed by, their

acceptance of Allah and his messenger (1).

It reminds them of their commitment to their faith (1), developed by, that

there is only one God, Allah, and believing otherwise is a sin (1).

Having given a reason link the development directly to the reason.
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Question 3 (c) 

The question was:

Explain two reasons why Muslims perform Hajj.

Again since this dealt with one of the Five Pillars it was generally well answered though many

candidates struggled to provide an appropriate source of wisdom and authority.

This example is included to illustrate the problems inherent in trying to translate knowledge about

Christian reasons for pilgrimage into an Islamic context.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate gave one simple reason; with no reference to an appropriate

source of authority.

It can help them feel closer to Allah (1).

The attempted development was not credited since Allah is not a historical

figure, he is everywhere.

The second reason offered was not accepted since it is not a Muslim concept.

There are reports of miracles in the Qur’an but Muslims do not go on Hajj to

be healed of physical ailments.

Remember to keep religions distinct and separate in your answer.
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This illustrates the practice engaged in by some candidates of choosing what they feel to be their

strongest point and rewriting as a quote. This often bears no relation to the actual words of the

Qur'an or Hadith.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons; with no reference to an

appropriate source of authority.

To build a closer, more personal, relationship with Allah (1), developed by, by

going on a spiritual journey they help to give Allah what he requires (1).

Muslims are able to interact with each other and share their faith and ideas

(1), developed by, this helps to strengthen the ummah (1).

The ‘quote’ is not a genuine quote so it was not accepted.
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This candidate achieved full marks by providing two developed reasons, one of which was linked to

a relevant source of wisdom and authority from the Qur'an. The candidate did not identify the

source as from the Qur'an but this was not required for it to be credited.

The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons; with reference to an appropriate

source of authority.

To show devotion and dedication to Allah (1), developed by, as they are

following the five obligatory pillars (1). ‘Pilgrimage to the house is a duty owed

to God by all who can undertake it’ (1).

This is from Surah 3:97 and functions as the source of authority.

To have all their sins forgiven (1), developed by, as this is a time when Allah

cleanses all a person’s sins (1).

Use your source where it is relevant to your developed reason.
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Question 3 (d) 

The question was:

“Fasting is always valuable for Muslims in modern society.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Muslim teachings

reach a justified conclusion.

In questions one and three candidates will never be asked for a non-Muslim perspective. In this

answer many candidates had a sound basis of knowledge and understanding of the value of fasting

for Muslims and many applied this effectively to fasting as practiced today.
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This is included as an example of a candidate achieving level 2. It considers a range of points and

provides an attempt to make a judgement in a personal conclusion though this is not well justified.
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The candidate was awarded 9 marks.

Level 2, highest mark = 6

SPaG = 3

The candidate gained level 2 because:

Superficial connections are made among many, but not all, of the elements in

the question.

This is underpinned by a sound understanding of religion and belief.

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made.

Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence, much of

which may be superficial, leading to a conclusion that is not fully justified.

The response was awarded the highest mark in the level because:

The candidate showed aspects of level three work but the judgements and

justified conclusion were lacking.

SPaG: This was awarded 3 marks because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms appropriately.

Focus on judgement and appraisal to achieve the higher levels.
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This is included as an example of a candidate awarded at Level 3. Although there was little in the

way of judgement and appraisal there was at attempt to critically deconstruct religious teachings.
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The candidate was awarded 10 marks.

Level 3, lowest mark = 7

SPaG = 3

The candidate gained level 3 because:

Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent and logical

chains of reasoning that consider different viewpoints.

These are underpinned by an accurate understanding of religion and belief.

Connections are made among many, but not all, of the elements in the

question.

Constructs some reasoned judgements of some of the elements in the

question.

The response was awarded the lowest mark in the level because:

Whilst this demonstrated some evidence appropriate to Level 3 there was

little evidence of the appraisal of the quality of the arguments offered.

SPaG: This was awarded 3 marks because:

The candidate spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy.

Candidate uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.

Candidate uses a wide range of specialist terms appropriately.

Total mark awarded = 10.

Critical consideration is the key.
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This is included as an example of a candidate at the top of Level 1. They offered basic information

about Islam on two sides of the argument and offered a basic conclusion.
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The candidate was awarded 6 marks.

Level 1, highest mark = 3

SPaG = 3

The candidate gained level 1 because:

Information/issues are identified

Superficial connections are made among a limited range of elements in the

question, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of religion and

belief.

Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a conclusion

that is not fully justified.

The response was awarded the highest mark in the level because:

Although there was no attempt at evaluation of the quality of the elements

considered the candidate fulfilled the requirements for Level 1.

To progress to the higher levels consider more than one aspect of fasting.
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Question 4 (a) 

Section 4: Matters of Life and Death

The question was:

Outline three Muslim beliefs about euthanasia.

Many candidates answered this very well, very few confused abortion and euthanasia. Those who

did less well tended to present facts about euthanasia rather than Muslim beliefs.

Unfortunately this candidate only offered one creditworthy Muslim belief.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate outlined one correct belief.

Only Allah can give or take a life (1).

The first point was not credited as it is not Muslim teaching on euthanasia,

since voluntary euthanasia is, in effect, agreeing to assisted suicide which is

not accepted by Muslims.

The final point was not credited as it is a definition of euthanasia, not a belief.

The question is about beliefs. Beliefs are rarely facts.
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Again this candidate used the opportunity to include factual knowledge about euthanasia rather

than beliefs.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate outlined two correct beliefs.

It is not lawful (1).

Allah is in charge of death (1).

The final point was a fact about euthanasia rather than a belief.

Be clear what constitutes a belief.
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The work of this candidate was included as an example of a response which outlined three correct

Muslim beliefs about euthanasia.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate outlined three correct beliefs.

It is not allowed (1).

It is 'playing God’ (1).

Only God has the right to take a life (1).

An 'outline' question does not require an extended response.
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Question 4 (b) 

The question was:

Explain two reasons why most Muslims do not agree with abortion.

Most candidates were able to give two clear reasons in response, many were able to develop their

reasons, often using appropriate quotations.

This example is included to demonstrate the work of a candidate who had enough knowledge to

produce two developed reasons but, instead, presented the information as a series of simple

reasons.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

The candidate gave two simple reasons.

It is interfering with God’s plan (1).

He is the giver of life and death (1).

The second reason offered is not used in a way that develops the first one.

Similarly the rest of the response gives two further reasons why most

Muslims do not agree with abortion and then a fact about ensoulment which

does not link to the question or either of the reasons given.

Only two reasons can be credited, where a candidate has offered more than

two reasons the examiner will credit the best two reasons, checking if

another reason provides a development.
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Focus on linking development to the initial reason.
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The work of this candidate was included to demonstrate how the same information can be used

more effectively.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons.

It is interfering in God’s plan (1), developed by, life was created by him and

should be ended by him (1).

Unlike the previous response the candidate uses the second idea to

effectively develop the first. The fact that Allah gives life and should end it

develops the idea that abortion would interfere with Allah’s plan.

Allah doesn’t give a soul more than it can bear (1), developed by, if he gave a

child then it is with divine wisdom (1).

Development is the key to success.
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Examiners will always mark positively to maximise the marks available to the candidate.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons.

Abortion is a form of murder (1), developed by, murder is a sin (1).

Allah will not burden you with something that you cannot handle (1),

developed by, everything happens for a reason, including pregnancy (1).

The candidate includes a basic reason in the middle, 'Only Allah should have

the power to give or take away life', this basic reason was ignored and the

following developed reason credited, in order to maximise the marks

awarded to the candidate.
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Always aim for two developed reasons. Additional information is

unnecessary.
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Question 4 (c) 

The question was:

Explain two reasons why Muslims reject arguments against life after death.

The focus in this question was not what Muslims believe about life after death but rather the kinds

of arguments they may use to convince a doubter that their beliefs are real.

The response of this candidate was included to demonstrate the danger of not reading the

question carefully enough.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

The candidate gave 1 basic reason; with no reference to an appropriate

source of authority.

(They believe this because) all of this is stated throughout the Qur’an (1).

Much of this response considers what Muslims believe about life after death,

rather than why the arguments against it are wrong.
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Make sure you understand the question before you begin your response.
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This represents the work of a mid-range candidate who understood the demand of the question

but struggled to give two developed reasons.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

The candidate gave one developed and one basic reason; with no reference

to an appropriate source of authority.

The teachings in the Qur’an are correct (1), developed by, they are the words

from Allah (1).

Allah judges them after death so there has to be an afterlife (1).

Mention of ‘the teachings of the Qur’an’ does not constitute a ‘source of

authority’.

Practice developing simple reasons to increase their value.
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The final exemplar in 4c shows the work of a candidate who achieved full marks.

The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

The candidate gave two developed reasons; with reference to an appropriate

source of authority.

They spend their lives trying to get into heaven (1). The Qur’an says ‘Your

actions will be rewarded’ (paraphrase Surah 28:84, source of authority) (1)

developed by, life after death is a reward from Allah (1).

The Qur’an speaks of Judgement Day (1), developed by, people will be judged

by their actions and it will be decided if you go to heaven or hell (1).

A full mark answer doesn't have to be long, it just has to be accurate.
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Question 4 (d) 

The final question on the paper was:

“Allah created all living things.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Muslim teachings

refer to non-religious points of view

reach a justified conclusion.

Again this (d) question required the candidate to consider non-religious views. Many candidates did

this very well by including knowledge for their study of the topic in Science.

This is included to illustrate the work of a candidate who gave a simple reason in support of the

statement and a simple reason against. The candidate may have been running out of time.
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The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

Level 1, mid mark = 2

The candidate gained level 1 because:

Information/issues are identified

Superficial connections are made among a limited range of elements in the

question, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of religion and

belief.

The response was awarded the middle mark in the level because:

The candidate made no judgement of the elements offered in the response,

there was no conclusion.

Time the paper carefully.
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This is included as a candidate who achieved at the mid range of Level 2.

Although they mentioned a range of the elements of the question the scientific component of the

response was weak and contained inaccuracies.
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The candidate was awarded 5 marks.

Level 2, middle mark = 5

The candidate gained level 2 because:

Superficial connections are made among many, but not all, of the elements in

the question.

This is underpinned by a limited understanding of religion and belief,

containing some inaccuracies (plants would certainly exist without human

intervention).

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made.

The response was awarded the middle mark in the level because:

The candidate did not attempt to appraise the evidence, leading to a

conclusion that is partially justified.

Be as accurate as possible.
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This was included as an example of a candidate who achieved a mark at Level 3.
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The candidate gained Level 3 as a 'best fit' mark because the response

contained elements of level three work. The candidate:

Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent and logical

chains of reasoning that consider different viewpoints.

These are underpinned by an accurate understanding of religion and belief.

Connections are made among many, but not all, of the elements in the

question.

The response was awarded the lowest mark in the level because:

The candidate made limited judgements of some, but not all, of the elements

in the question.

There was no evidence of the appraisal of evidence, leading to a partially

justified conclusion.

For more able candidate judgement and appraisal are the key to the higher

levels.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Acquire knowledge and understanding of the fundamental concepts of Muslim belief

Be aware of how these are applied in society today

Make sure you read the questions carefully

Stick to the facts, not opinions

Be aware of the difference between the belief system of Shi'a Muslims and the Obligatory Acts

Be aware of the weight of the (d) questions.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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