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Introduction

Introduction GCSE (9-1) Religious Studies, Religious Studies A Paper 1: Area of Study 1 – Study 
of Religion Option 1A – Catholic Christianity.

The paper contributes to 50% of the overall award.

The assessment consists of four questions: candidates must answer all four questions.

This area of study comprises an in-depth study of Catholic Christianity as a lived religion in 
the United Kingdom and throughout the world.

There are four sections:

Beliefs and Teachings

Practices

Sources of Wisdom and Authority

Forms of Expression and Ways of Life

The details of the assessment content are provided in the specification.

Centres are to use this, rather than other published resources when planning the course 
content.

Notes:

Assessment Objective (AO)

In some questions, marks are available for correct spelling, grammar and punctuation – 
SPaG:

Sections * marked sections on the specification require candidates to know divergent 
teachings/beliefs
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings

Bullet point 1.6: The events in the Paschal Mystery: Catholic teachings about the life, death, 
resurrection and ascension of Jesus, including reference to Luke 24; the redemptive efficacy 
of these events and their significance for Catholics today

The question asked was: ‘Outline three events of the death and resurrection of Jesus’

In (a) items A01 is assessed and can be awarded to a maximum of 3 marks; one mark for 
each correct point identified.

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one 
mark.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

An example: Outline 3 characteristics of God:
God is creator (1 mark)
God is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)
God is creator, busy and distant. (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of 
information)
Busy, distant and God is creator, (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of 
information)
Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)
Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks) (all three elements need to be correct for 1 mark)
Creator, judge, distant (0 marks)

A significant number of candidates wrote about other events in the Paschal Mystery and not 
about the death and resurrection of Jesus. Many detailed events of Palm Sunday or the Last 
Supper.

Candidates are advised to:

write three separate sentences
use a technique such as starting a new line for each point
outline three teachings/ways/reasons/beliefs
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The candidate writes three sentences outlining three events of the 
death and resurrection of Jesus.

Jesus was crucified (1)
Jesus put in the tomb (1)
The tomb was empty (1)

Total: 3 Marks
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This is an example of a candidate using events before the death of Jesus.

The candidate gives two events that are not part of the death and 
resurrection, and therefore cannot be credited.

The trial is awarded, because it continues to Good Friday and is part of 
the death of Jesus.

Total: 1 Mark
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Question 1 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings

Bullet point 1.1: The Trinity: the nature and significance of the Trinity as expressed in the 
Nicene Creed; the nature and significance of the oneness of God; the nature and significance 
of each of the Persons individually: God as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; how this is 
reflected in worship and belief in the life of a Catholic today

Candidates were asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and 
both need to be developed, for 4 marks. If three reasons are given, the two best are chosen.

The question asked was: 'Explain two reasons why belief in the Trinity is important to 
Catholics.'

A number of candidates detailed simply what the Trinity is, or explained when the Trinity has 
been present – eg at the Baptism of Jesus.

Many responses referred to an individual aspect of the Trinity and why they are important to 
Catholics.

If candidates separate their reasons, as in the example, it encourages them to give two 
reasons and search for development.

There is no issue with the development of the problem/reason coming first: this is acceptable 
and will be awarded accordingly.
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This candidate gives two developed reasons.

Reason 1: The trinity is important as it lets them see God as one (1) 
developed with: meaning as the Holy Spirit he is always with you (1)
Reason 2: provides Catholics with a sense of relationship (1) 
developed with: shows God’s power (1)

Total: 4 Marks
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Two developed reasons:

Reason 1: tells us that God is our Father (1) developed with: guides 
us (1)
Reason 2: God is the Holy Spirit (1) always with them through life (1)

Total: 4 Marks
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Question 1 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings

Bullet point 1.5: The Incarnation: Jesus as incarnate Son, the divine Word, including John 1, 
both fully God and fully human; the scriptural origins of this belief, including John 1:1 – 18 
and its importance for Catholics today.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and 
both need to be developed for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, 
quotes or examples. The development must be of the reason given and to the question 
asked. The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this 
must support the reason given and cannot be awarded twice.

Therefore, if it is used as development it does not gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

The candidate does not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

if the candidate states that it is in John 1:18 and then states another verse from John – 
then this can be awarded. Candidates are not held to ‘verses’ but it must be the correct 
book.
If the candidate gives the paraphrase and then puts ( John 1:18) in brackets the paraphrase 
can have the mark and ignore the bracketed reference.
If a candidate gives the right book but the wrong chapter/verse then the reference can still 
gain the mark.
If a candidate quotes Jesus and it was Paul or vice versa; and the quote is not from them, it 
can not be credited. Eg Moses said to love your neighbour.

The question asked was: ‘Explain two reasons why belief in Jesus as fully human and fully 
God is important to Catholics.’

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

AO1 is assessed in this question and can be awarded a maximum of 5 marks.

Candidates tended to focus on examples that show Jesus was either human or fully God. 
Some candidates were able to link why these events are important for Catholics.

A significant number of candidates added a source of wisdom and authority; however, some 
of these did not match the reason or development given, and simply served as an add-on.
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This candidate gives two developed reasons, with a relevant source of 
wisdom and authority.

This candidate makes accurate reference to events in the Bible, which 
highlights that sources do not always need to be direct quotations.

Jesus was human and had human emotions (1) developed with the 
example of losing control in the temple (1)
Jesus was able to heal people (1) developed with the woman with 
the haemorrhage (1) and then the feeding of the 5000. (1)

This answer has two suitable sources of wisdom and authority, which 
enables one to be used as development of the reason given.

Total: 5 Marks

The source must be relevant and used as part of your reasoning
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Question 1 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items.

The candidates were assessed on AO2, Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief.

This constitutes 50% of the overall mark.

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Beliefs and Teachings

Bullet point 1.3: Creation: the nature and significance of the biblical account of Creation, 
including Genesis 1 – 3; and how it may be understood in divergent ways in Christianity, 
including reference to literal and metaphorical interpretations; the significance of the 
Creation account for Catholics in understanding the nature and characteristics of God, 
especially as Creator, benevolent, omnipotent and eternal

The question asked was: “The Creation account is literally true.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Catholic teachings
refer to different Christian points of view
reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor in the question, are candidates required to 
give a non-religious response.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and 
reach a justified conclusion – there must be some consideration of the arguments (appraise 
the arguments to gain the higher grades).

Many candidates gave excellent answers, citing reasons for and against, but not analysing or 
evaluating them.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments, limiting candidates' 
progression to the higher levels. In many cases, the writing frames used encouraged 
appraisal but the candidates did not understand the demands of the skill. Some candidates 
wrote: 'This is a strong argument because ...' and repeated the previous point or gave 
another point.

Many candidates gave incorrect information, with a significant number detailing that Catholic 
Christians believe in a literal view of creation and reject all science. Many would then argue 
that liberal or non-conformist Catholics hold a different view. As a result, they were not able 
to be credited, because there is only one Catholic Church.
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The candidate gains Level 1 because:

The knowledge and understanding are isolated (superficial). There is a 
simple 'for and against' given. The judgments made are unsupported 
and generic, no reasons, or weak reasons not supported or justified.

The candidate is awarded 2 marks at the middle of the mark range, 
because not all the demands of the level descriptor are met.

The response has many irrelevant teachings: these cannot be credited 
because they are not a requirement of the question.

SPaG is awarded 3 marks in this example, because the candidate:

spells and punctuates in a clear way that does not hinder the 
answer
uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall
uses a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate

Response: 3 Marks

SPaG: 2 Marks

Total: 5 Marks
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The candidate gains a higher mark in Level 1 because:

Although they start with incorrect information regarding Catholic views 
(this is ignored and not credited, but the candidate does not loose 
marks) it does show isolated knowledge and understanding.

There is a simple 'for and against' given.

There is an attempt to justify a simple reason given but it is not 
supported or developed.

The candidate is awarded 3 marks, at the top of the mark range, 
because most of the demands of the level descriptor are met.

SPaG was awarded 3 marks in this example, because the candidate:

spells and punctuates with consistent accuracy
uses rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall
uses a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate

Level 1

Response: 3 Marks

SPaG: 3 Marks

Total: 6 Marks
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The candidate is awarded Level 3

The candidate uses an accurate understanding of religion and belief 
to develop reasoning that addresses the issues raised by the 
statement.
The candidate has given two sides of the argument and they are 
presented in logical chains.
There are some reasoned judgments but they are superficial in 
parts.
The candidate is starting to make judgements supported by some 
limited appraisal of the evidence.
The candidate meets all the demands of the Level 2 descriptor but 
does not meet all of Level 3 requirements fully, and is therefore 
awarded a mark at the lower end of the Level 3 mark range
The candidate has provided a limited conclusion.

SPaG receives 3 marks because the candidate:

spells and punctuates with considerable accuracy
uses rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall

Level 3

Response: 7 Marks

SPaG: 3 Marks

Total: 10 Marks

Candidates should consider the arguments they give 'This is a strong 
argument because...' in many cases did not add anything to the 
answer. In many answers it was clearly part of a writing frame and 
candidates used it without understanding what they were trying to 
achieve
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Question 2 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices

Bullet point 2.4: Prayer as the ‘raising of hearts and minds to God’: the nature and 
significance of different types of prayer; the Lord’s Prayer, including Matthew 6:5 – 14, set 
(formulaic) prayers and informal (extempore) prayer; when each type might be used and 
why; the importance of prayer and the importance for Catholics of having different types of 
worship.

The question asked was: 'Outline three reasons why Catholics may pray.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items.

Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one mark. Refer back to the generic comments 
given in 1(a).

This question was well-received, with many answers detailing reasons for praying and some 
using subject-specific words. A small number of candidates gave examples of different types 
of prayer.

This response shows a full-mark answer.
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This candidate gives three reasons:

Strengthening their relationship with God (1)
Ask for forgiveness (1)
Give thanks to God (1)

Total: 3 Marks

On an ‘outline’ question there is no need to develop points, it will not 
receive credit.
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices

Bullet point 2.2: Liturgical worship within Catholic Christianity: the nature and significance of 
the Mass for Catholics, including its structure and the Eucharist as the ‘source and summit of 
Christian life’, with reference to Lumen Gentium paragraph 7; divergent Christian attitudes 
towards the practice and meaning of liturgical worship, including its significance for Catholics 
and the less structured worship in evangelical Christian denominations.

This question is in the specification: the use of the command word ‘describe’ is in the 
Specimen Assessment Material (SAMS) especially for this type of question. It has not been 
used on 1RA0_1A. However, candidates were ill-prepared and were continuing to answer it as 
an 'explain' question.

Working with this, there are some key points to note.

The question asked was ‘Describe two different attitudes towards liturgical worship in 
Catholic Christianity and other forms of the main religious tradition of Great Britain.’

The question asked for the 'differences', therefore the development is the comparative 
difference (second side of the difference).

Candidates tried to explain both sides of the difference in many cases. However, this could 
not go beyond 2 marks, because candidates were developing the information about the 
religious belief, not the difference.

1 mark could be awarded for one side of 'a difference' even if the difference were not 
identified; for example, if a candidate described a Christian belief about the Eucharist (and in 
some cases developed it) but went no further.

25 GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 1A



This candidate has only given one difference:

following all the rituals of mass brings you closer (1)

Total: 1 Mark
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This response shows two contrasting differences.

The candidate has given two different attitudes.

In this example they have given two Catholic views in the first 
paragraph and two contrasting views in the second paragraph.

Attitude one: …set structure (1)
Attitude two: Transubstantiation takes place (1)
Different attitude: no set formal structure (1)
Different attitude two: do not believe in transubstantiation (1)

Total: 4 Marks
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Remember that questions marked * require you to know divergent 
teachings/beliefs
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Question 2 (c)

Question 2 (c) Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices

Bullet point 2.3: The funeral rite as a liturgical celebration of the Church: practices associated 
with the funeral rite in the home, the church and the cemetery, including reference to 
'Preparing my funeral' by Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster; the aims of the funeral 
rite, including communion with the deceased; the communion of the community and the 
proclamation of eternal life to the community and its significance for Catholics.

The question asked was: "Explain two purposes of the funeral rite for Catholics."

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and 
both need to be developed for 4 marks.

Development consists of a piece of extra information, a reference to a source of wisdom, 
quotes or examples.

The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked. The reasons then 
should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support the reason 
given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not gain a 
second mark for the source.

Many candidates were unable to answer this question because they did not understand the 
term 'funeral rite'. Many gave a generic answer about 'sending people off' and 'saying 
goodbye'.

Candidates who received higher marks for this question understood what the purpose of the 
funeral rite was, and could connect it with life after death and being in communion with the 
dead.

The most-able candidates were able to explain the liturgy used in the communion rite as 
development and a source of wisdom.

A few candidates confused the funeral rite with the sacrament of anointing the sick.
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The candidate receives no marks, because the answer given does not 
contain any relevant details concerning why the funeral rite is 
important to Catholics.

Total: 0 Marks

Understand the difference between a secular funeral and the Catholic 
funeral rite
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The candidate is awarded marks for two developed purposes, plus a 
relevant source of wisdom and authority.

Reason 1: allow communion between dead and the family (1) 
developed with death is not the end (1) and a source is given ‘fallen 
asleep in the Lord’ (it is a paraphrase of the words used in the rite) 
(1)
Reason 2: connection between earth and heaven (1) developed with 
the committal (1)

Total: 5 Marks
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Question 2 (d)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Practices

Bullet point 2.5: The role and importance of forms of popular piety: the nature and 
significance of the Rosary, Eucharistic adoration and Stations of the Cross; how each of these 
might be used and why; the importance of having different types of worship for Catholics 
including reference to Catechism of the Catholic Church 1674 – 1676; divergent Christian 
attitudes to these forms of piety.

Please note that, neither in the bullet point, nor on the question, are candidates required to 
give a non-religious response. Candidates must respond to the question asked.

The question asked was: “Popular piety allows a deeper connection with God.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Catholic teachings
refer to different Christian points of view
reach a justified conclusion.

This question engaged candidates of all abilities and produced a wide range of marks. 
However, some candidates answered the question as if it were asking 'is popular piety the 
best way of connection with God' – which is not what the question asks.

In addition, many candidates argued that popular piety did not allow a deeper connection 
with God but pilgrimage does. Candidates should be made aware that pilgrimage is a form of 
popular piety, as detailed in the Catechism.

Less-able candidates did not know what popular piety was and confused it with the Mass, or 
stated that it was better to pray.
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This response reaches Level 3.

The reasons for this are that the candidate:

● gives two sides of the argument

● deconstructs the religious information and issues. The arguments
include a logical chain of reasoning

● shows an accurate understanding of religion and belief

● provides a conclusion. However, this is not fully justified or explained

Level 3

Total: 9 marks
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Question 3 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority

Bullet point 3.6: The meaning of the four marks of the Church: the nature of the Church as 
one, holy, catholic and apostolic including reference to the Nicene Creed and the First 
Council of Constantinople; how the marks may be understood in divergent ways within 
Christianity; why they are important for Catholics today.

The question asked was (a) Outline three reasons Catholics believe that the Church is holy.

This question was generally well-answered by candidates who knew what the Church was: 
the majority of these were able to outline three beliefs. Some candidates had read the 
answer as church and had detailed events in the building and, as a result, gained no marks.
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This candidate states that the Church is Holy because it is in the Nicene 
creed – this is not a reason why Catholics believe it is holy but where 
they confirm belief when they say the creed.

There is one developed reason.

The candidate receives two marks for:

belongs to God (1)
has the sacraments (1)

Total: 2 Marks

37 GCSE Religious Studies A 1RA0 1A



Question 3 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority

Bullet point 3.7: Mary as a model of the Church: the significance of Mary as a model of the 
Church – joined with Christ in the work of salvation, as a model of discipleship and as a 
model of faith and charity, including Luke 1:26 – 39 and Catechism of the Catholic Church 
963 – 975; the implications of this teaching for Catholic life today

The question asked candidates to 'Explain two reasons why Catholics think Mary is a model 
of faith.’

Some candidates did not address the 'model of faith' and wrote simply about Mary being the 
immaculate conception. Some candidates developed this by saying that Catholics should try 
to be born without original sin, so that is why she is a model of faith. This is not possible nor 
correct, therefore no marks were awarded for these answers.

This response does not answer the question.
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This answer is about Mary and her being the immaculate conception – 
this is not a reason why she is a model of faith. This answer receives 
zero marks.

Total: 0 Marks
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This answer has two developed reasons:

Reason 1: She shows discipleship (1) she did not object and had 
faith in God (1)

Reason 2: She helps (1) she told Jesus to turn the water into wine (1) 

Total: 4 Marks

Link examples to the reason given: this is a good form of development
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority

Bullet point 3.4: The Second Vatican Council: the nature, history and importance of the 
council; the nature and significance of the four key documents for the Church and for 
Catholic living: Dei Verbum, Lumen Gentium, Sacrosanctum Concilium and Gaudium et Spes

The question asked was: 'Explain two changes that followed the Second Vatican Council.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.’

Many candidates were able to give two changes, and a significant number was able to 
develop at least one of them.
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This response shows a developed change.

Change 1: Mass could be in the language of the people (1) 
developed with more inclusive in Mass now that they could 
understand it. (1)

The quotation given does not relate to the Second Vatican council or 
the reasons given.

The second change given is not a correct change and is not credited.

Total: 2 Marks
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This response has two developed reasons and a relevant source of 
wisdom and authority.

Change 1: Mass was in the local language (1) developed with 
allowed the congregation to understand (1)

Change 2: chance of salvation (1) Pope John XXIII’s statement about 
“throwing open the windows of the church" (source of wisdom and 
authority) (1) developed with shows the inclusive nature of the Church. 
(1)

Total: 5 Marks

Identifying the two different changes/teachings/beliefs in two different 
paragraphs is good practice
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Question 3 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are 
assessed on AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of 
the overall mark. The question is: ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and 
against and reach a justified conclusion – there must some consideration of the arguments 
(appraise the arguments to gain the higher grades).

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Sources of Wisdom and Authority

Bullet point 3.8: Sources of personal and ethical decision making: the example and teaching 
of Jesus as the authoritative source for moral teaching; Jesus as fulfilment of the Law, 
including Matthew 5:17 – 24; divergent understandings of the place and authority of natural 
law; virtue and the primacy of conscience; the divergent implications of these sources of 
authority for Christians today.

The question asked was: “The teachings of Jesus are all a person needs to make ethical 
decisions.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Catholic teachings
refer to different Christian points of view
reach a justified conclusion.

Please note that candidates were required to give different Christian points of view.

Most candidates were able to recognise and explain the impact of Jesus on decision-making 
and how Jesus’ life and teachings has impacted on ethical decisions made today.

More-able candidates were able to connect conscience and the teaching of the magisterium, 
with the most-able bringing in situation ethic and natural law. A few candidates were able to 
evaluate the changes or appraise their argument.

AO2 needs to be evidenced in (d) items. Candidates must use their knowledge and 
understanding to put forward arguments for and against, and then they must assess the 
validity of their argument.

Many candidates gave excellent answers, giving reasons for and against, but not analysing or 
evaluating them. Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments, limiting 
candidates' progression to the higher levels.
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In many cases, the writing frames used encouraged appraisal but the candidates did not 
understand the demands of the skill. Some candidates wrote: 'This is a strong argument 
because ...' and repeated the previous point or gave another point.
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This response reaches the higher end of Level 3.

The candidate deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 
coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 
viewpoints
These are underpinned by an accurate understanding of religion 
and belief. The candidate constructs coherent and reasoned 
judgements of many, but not all, of the elements in the question.
Judgements are supported by the appraisal of evidence, some of 
which may be superficial, leading to a partially-justified conclusion.
The appraisal of evidence demonstrates that the candidate 
recognises that the question is asking for two different viewpoints. 
This implies that they do not accept each other's reasoning in 
relation to the question.

The answer provides a logical chain of reasoning that goes beyond one 
side of the argument.

The candidate:

develops and supports points with examples and current issues
is discussing the arguments not the statement: this is appraisal

Level 3

Response: 9 marks

SPaG: 3 marks

Total: 12 Marks

3 marks are available here for SPaG

Always take care with:

spellings
key words
paragraphs
punctuation
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Question 4 (a)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Forms of Expression and Ways of Life

Bullet point 4.1 The common and divergent forms of architecture, design and decoration 
of Catholic churches: how they reflect belief, are used in, and contribute to, worship, 
including reference to the Catechism of the Catholic Church 1179 – 1181.

The question asked was: 'Outline three architectural features of a church.’

The majority of candidates answered this question well, with many outlining the shape and 
position of the church.

Some candidates confuse architectural features with interior design, as shown in the 
example.

The candidate receives 1 mark for a correct architectural feature – the 
altar.

The other two features identified are internal decorations and not 
architectural features.

Total: 1 mark
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The candidate outlines three correct features:

Cruciform shape (1)
Faces east (1)
High/tall ceilings (1)

The candidate has developed the features, but this is not necessary on 
an 'outline' (a)-style question.

Total: 3 Marks

Outline questions do not need to be developed
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Question 4 (b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Forms of Expression and Ways of Life

Bullet point 4.8: The nature and use of traditional and contemporary styles of music in 
worship: hymns, plainchant, psalms and worship songs including reference to Catechism of 
the Catholic Church 2641; the way different music is used to express belief and the divergent 
ways in which it may be used in church (including the Mass) and other settings.

The question asked was: 'Explain two reasons why some Catholics believe traditional music 
is the best music for worship.'

The question raised some issues for candidates, who did not know the meaning of the word 
'traditional'. The language of the specification should be familiar to candidates.

The candidate gives one reason with no development.

...accepted by the Church unlike secular music (1)

Total: 1 Mark
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The candidate explains clearly why traditional music is the best.

The candidate gives two developed reasons:

Reason 1: contains important message from the Bible (1) developed 
with an example (1)
Reason 2: traditional music unites the community (1) developed 
with the example of plainchant (1)

Total: 4 Marks
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Separate the reasons into two separate paragraphs
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Question 4 (c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Expression of and Ways of Life

Bullet point 4.6: The purpose and use of symbolism and imagery in religious art: the cross, 
crucifix, fish, ChiRho, dove, including Catechism of the Catholic Church 701, Eagle, Alpha and 
Omega, symbols of the four evangelists; the way this symbolism is used to express belief, 
and the divergent ways in which they may be used in church and other settings.

The question asked was: ‘Explain two ways religious symbols express Catholic belief.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.’

Candidates were successful at answering this question, being able to explain one way. Many 
found it difficult to use a suitable source of wisdom and authority.

There were some interesting answers giving explanations of the symbolism of the fish and 
pelican.
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The candidate gives two ways and develops them. However, the 
second way is incorrect and is not credited.

1st way: crucifix reminds of the suffering (1) developed with express 
thanks for the sacrifice (1)

The second way is not a correct symbol.

Total: 2 Marks
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The candidate gives two developed ways, plus a source of wisdom and 
authority.

1st way: Alpha and Omega shows God and Jesus are eternal (1) 
developed with allows you to feel the love of God’s nature (1) 
supported with ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’ Source of authority 
(1)
2nd way: Dove a symbol of peace (1) developed with serves as a 
reminder to Catholics to spread love and peace (1)

Total: 5 Marks

Gain more marks – use a source of wisdom
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Question 4 (d)

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are 
being assessed on AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 
50% of the overall mark.

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Forms of Expression and Ways of Life Bullet point 
4.4:

The meaning and significance of paintings, fresco and drawings within Catholicism with 
reference to two specific pieces and Catechism of the Catholic Church 2502 – 2503: the 
divergent ways these are used to express belief by the artist and those who observe the art, 
and the divergent ways in which paintings, frescos and drawings may be used in church and 
other settings.

The question asked was: “Paintings help the Church to share belief.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:

refer to Catholic teachings
reach a justified conclusion.

This question does not require different Christian or non-religious points of view.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and 
reach a justified conclusion – there must be some consideration of the arguments (appraise 
the arguments to gain the higher grades). Many candidates wrote excellent answers giving 
reasons for and against but not analysing or evaluating them.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments limiting candidates' 
progression to the higher levels. In many cases, the writing frames used encouraged 
appraisal, but the candidates did not understand the demands of the skill, writing: 'This is a 
strong argument because ...' and repeating the previous point or giving another point.

This question worked well for those who read the question. The question asked for Catholic 
beliefs: many candidates used other Christian beliefs in their answers, such as 'Protestants 
think' and, as a result, these were not credited.

A proportion of candidates confused stained glass windows with paintings, and many had 
unfinished answers.

Those who achieved high marks used examples of paintings to explain their points.
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This response reaches Level 2.

The information/issues are identified and superficial connections 
are made among a limited range of elements in the question, 
underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of religion and 
belief in some parts and limited examples of understanding in 
others.
The judgements made are supported by generic arguments to 
produce a conclusion that is not fully justified.
The answer fulfils all of the Level 1 descriptors and in some parts 
the understanding was more than isolated knowledge and 
demonstrated some limited understanding.

Level 2 

Total 4 Marks 
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Candidates are encouraged to write an answer for every question.

A 'for and against' the statement, with a conclusion, can often take the response into Level 2.
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This response reaches Level 3

The reasons for this are that the:

candidate has given two sides of the argument
candidate has deconstructed the religious information and issues
candidate has shown an accurate understanding of religion and 
belief
argument, which is clearly based on evidence from observations, 
does not have sufficient detail or evidence to take the appraisal any 
further
candidate has provided a conclusion. However, this is not fully 
justified or explained

Level 3

Total: 8 Marks

Always answer every question – you might receive some marks

You will receive 0 marks, if you leave a blank
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Answer (a) items in outlines ie full sentences. Incorrect words or sentences should be 
crossed out with one neat line through
Provide three sentences for (a) items, each on a separate line
(b) items should have only two developed reasons
(c) items are like (b) items but should also use a source of wisdom and authority as a  
fifth mark
(d) items should appraise the reasons given, for and against the statement
Understand the command words, particularly 'describe'
Read the questions carefully, to ensure that they are answering the question set
Look at the bullet points in the (d) questions, to ensure that they are meeting all the 
demands of the question and to avoid adding alternative views that the question does not 
require
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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