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Introduction
Writing in Greek, paper 5GK04, requires students to write two pieces in response to a 
choice of questions that relate to the prescribed themes of this specification: media, travel 
and culture or sport, leisure and work. The writing unit is externally assessed through an 
examination paper consisting of two tasks from a choice of eight. The tasks and related 
assessment criteria have been designed to accommodate a wide range of student profiles 
and reward work from grades G to A*.

The paper rewards students for effective communication and knowledge and application of 
language (as well as accuracy in the second longer task). Tasks are set in English to ensure 
that assessment is not over-reliant on reading ability. Although elements of the second task 
are accessible to students seeking grades G to C, the task provides opportunities for stretch 
and challenge through a more extended writing requirement. The total mark for this paper 
is 50, 20 for section A and 30 for section B.  It is important to note that the rubric requires 
that students write no more than 70 words in their response to one question from Section 
A. Students who did not address all the bullet points in their question of choice within the 
word limit lost valuable marks from the Communication and Content category, despite their 
often impressive language skills.
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Question 1 (a)
Q1(a) was the most popular question. Many students wrote fully relevant accounts that 
contained a variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures, equally distributed and 
employed to target both bullet points.

Some attempt at over-ambitious narratives was also evident, with students writing lengthy 
descriptions of a family holiday, which went well above the prescribed word limit. There was 
also a pattern of excessive description of a place at the expense of describing actions and 
events that took place in the past, or plans about a trip in the future and the reason why 
they are in place. This pattern was particularly noticeable among able students who got 
rather carried away by their skills of description and neglected to notice the second bullet 
point or the word limit

This is an unsatisfactory response that only earned 7 out of the 20 marks available.

The student's limited language skills hamper communication significantly 
and only a few words in isolation manage to convey a little relevance. 
The account is not comprehensible in parts and there are many mistakes 
in spelling and the forming of tenses. The position of the stress is not 
indicated and one of the main conventions of spelling regarding the first 
person singular of verbs ending in -ω is consistently ignored. There is 
very little evidence of knowledge of case and agreement.

Examiner Comments
It is important to indicate the position of 
the stress and avoid the use of English 
characters, e.g. "t" and "y".Learn the 
conventions of how to address someone 
in a letter (e.g. "Αγαπητή Μαρία") and 
conclude with the appropriate greeting 
(e.g. "Με αγάπη").

Examiner Tip



GCSE Greek 5GK04 01 5

A very good response that earned 19 out of the available 20 marks.

The main strength of this response is its purposefulness. 
The student makes excellent use of language skills to respond 
to the question without irrelevance, using a good range of 
verbs, not just high frequency ones, and apt time references. 
Some minor errors in spelling and omissions do not detract from 
the pertinence of the content and the general accuracy and 
fluency of the piece.

Examiner Comments

When practising forming tenses, include some verbs that are 
not high frequency (e.g ανεβαίνω, επισκέπτομαι) in order to add 
some variety and range to your vocabulary.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b)
Q1(b) was a popular choice among students. There was evidence of close knowledge of the 
topic and the majority of the responses provided a good description and justification for 
why they opted for that particular celebrity. There was a pattern of imbalance of content, 
when student devoted most of the space available to describe their celebrity and why they 
like them, failing to get to the reference to a past event.  The detail about something that 
the celebrity did recently was essential, not only in order to satisfy the requirement for a 
fully relevant response, but also in order to demonstrate competent use of various tenses.

This is an example of an excellent response that earned full marks.

The student wrote a fully relevant response and demonstrated 
clear ability to narrate and express opinion. The piece is 
coherent and pleasant to read and contains a variety of  
correctly used structures and vocabulary.

Examiner Comments

This is a good example of transliteration, in order to 
avoid using language which is not Greek.

Examiner Tip
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This is a response that earned 11 out of 20 marks. The account contains evidence of basic 
knowledge of the language and some relevant information.

The student makes a valiant attempt to respond to the stimulus 
but is hampered by limited knowledge of vocabulary and 
structures. The answer is within the word limit and includes 
some evidence of opinion and description, albeit with lapses.

Examiner Comments

Avoid using non target language. Pay attention to the 
conventions of adjective and noun agreement in order 
to gain more marks in the Knowledge and Application 
of Language category. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (c)
This question was handled in a satisfactory way by some students but many erred on the 
side of irrelevance, because of hasty reading of the rubric.

The most frequently encountered pattern of omissions and irrelevance had to do with 
accounts of free time in general, rather than on the occasion of a specific Friday which is 
coming up. Moreover, some students wrote accounts of a “previous” Friday off and offered 
a description of something they did, rather than an account of what they plan to do. 
Even though these accounts contained some relevant detail, they failed to address the 
manipulation of the specific structures targeted in the question. There was also a tendency 
to omit the reason why they have a Friday off school.

This was a response that scored 18 out of twenty marks, but could have earned full marks 
had it taken into account the stipulations of the rubric.
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The student has obviously excellent language 
skills. However, even though the answer 
is a couple of lines beyond the word limit,  
omissions do occur. As a result, the student 
cannot score the full marks that would 
have been an accurate assessment of the 
student's fluency.

Examiner Comments

Students with near native speaker fluency 
often fail to score full marks because of the 
content they employ, at the expense of the 
content which is required. Make sure you 
read the question carefully.

Examiner Tip
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The response scored 10 marks. Most of the task was completed but the answer lacked in 
coherence, clarity and accuracy.

The student took care to write an orderly presentation with 
clear indication of the position of the stress and a good opening 
and closing frame.  Even though the account is comprehensible 
overall and goes beyond a minimal response, the ambiguity 
of the sequence of the tenses works against the organised 
development of description and detail and the first bullet point 
is not addressed convincingly.

Examiner Comments

There is some attempt at tenses but the subjunctives 
are wrong and there is a tendency to overuse the verb 
"to go". Some further practice in the future tense, 
which is required for this level, would have helped 
the student score more points.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (d)
Very few candidates chose Q1(d). Those who did, had, in general, good language skills 
and scored high marks.  There was often evidence of opinion about online shopping, 
accompanied by relevant examples.

Question 2 (a)
Q2(a) invited students to write a review of a show, concert or play. Not many students 
chose this question and those who did peppered their account with non target language, 
whether it was in reference to a place or to the names of people belonging in a band.

On occasion, the second bullet point was ignored or referred to in a cursory manner, 
as students wrote in detail about the event they attended, the atmosphere and the friends 
who went with them. It is worth remembering that a response is deemed competent when 
alongside complex structures, the student uses different tenses and breadth of vocabulary. 

Question 2 (b)
This is a response that scored a total of 19 out of 30 marks and illustrates how a student 
with some language skills fails to organise the information into a coherent whole and include 
all necessary detail.
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The student makes some basic errors in grammar but uses 
structures with a measure of success, albeit without ever 
indicating the position of the stress. Moreover, the content bears 
relevance to the question, but in a way which is manipulated 
to suit the student's purpose; purpose not often aligned with 
the order that the question demands and with omissions with 
respect to essential information. The student is at ease with 
subordination and longer sentences, but fails to address part 
of the second bullet point and provides excessive, occasionally 
irrelevant, details on aspects that have been already dealt with.

Examiner Comments

Even though the student 
has adequate language skill, 
frequent, basic errors in spelling 
take away valuable marks. It is 
important to match an existing 
oral fluency with the ability to 
write with accuracy.

Examiner Tip



GCSE Greek 5GK04 01 13

This response scored 27 out of the available 30 marks.
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The student wrote a well organised response, 
with excellent linking of all the constituent details 
into a whole, indication of paragraphs to signal 
the change in thematic content and relevant 
information, which was never excessive. Some 
minor errors, oddity and slips are in evidence, 
but the piece is clearly a good example of ability 
to narrate and expand, using a wide range of 
appropriate vocabulary and structures.

Examiner Comments

The student made good use of space and 
organised ideas in a coherent manner, 
pleasant to read,  indicating clearly 
the move from one piece of required 
information to the other. This is a good 
example of someone who read the 
question and what it entails very carefully. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (c)
This was the most popular question. Many wrote fluent and appropriate accounts describing 
their school and teachers and offering convincing arguments about suggestions for 
improvement. It was clear that the majority of students received good training and practice 
with regard to this question and were taught the necessary structures and vocabulary to 
tackle questions on this topic. There were some isolated cases of responses writing about 
the daily routine at school rather than describing the school itself and the various classes.

This was an unsatisfactory answer that earned only 13 marks out of 30. Although some 
points are conveyed, the response contains much ambiguity, displaying weak language 
skills.
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The response is not easy to read and involves some guessing 
on the part of the examiner, in order to extricate intended 
meaning. The student clearly possesses some skills that would 
have earned points in oral performance, but in writing they 
show limitations in the application of structures and the rules 
of orthography. Some of the required points are not entirely 
comprehensible or complete and there are many basic errors 
in the spelling of high frequency, essential vocabulary, such as 
articles and the verb "to be".

Examiner Comments

Consistent practice in dictation would enable students 
with adequate oral skills earn more marks in the 
writing section of the exam.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (d)
Not many students attempted this question and those who did were often challenged to find 
a realistic example of a competition.

Even though there were some interesting accounts of what the competition involved, there 
were examples of answers that neglected to explain what the competition was for.

This an example of a response that lacks coherence and fails to fulfil the requirements of 
the question. It scored only 6 out of 30 marks.

Little relevant information is conveyed as the limited range 
of structures and vocabulary consistently impede even basic 
communication. Even though a little relevant detail can be 
gleaned in relation to the second bullet point about "doing 
something with money", this is not integrated into the narrative 
in any meaningful way.

Examiner Comments
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A good response that earned 24 out of 30 marks.

The student answered the question with enough relevant detail, even though, in parts, 
the information and the way it was organised lacked clarity. This was clearly the case 
of a student with excellent oral skills who employed fluency without full attention to the 
linking and cohesion of the information. There were some isolated errors in grammar and 
the spelling was not faultless, but there is evidence of good variety and structures and 
ability to manipulate language with a fair measure of success.

Examiner Comments

This piece would have earned higher marks, if the student had organised the response 
in a better way, paying more attention to punctuation and the arrangement of important 
detail into paragraphs. This would have turned this, otherwise efficient, response, into a 
piece resembling a written, rather than an oral, account.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
This year, many students demonstrated very good writing skills and produced accurate 
and relevant responses, which addressed the required bullet points.  There was evidence 
of ability to narrate and evaluate in response to the questions set and many students 
displayed high levels of accuracy. Many of the bullet points required by the tasks were 
completed within the word limit and there was evidence of reasonable attempt to link the 
various points into a whole.  A good number of students wrote responses which were fully 
relevant, coherent, accurate and pleasant to read, especially in 1(a) and 1(b) in Section 
A and 2(b) and 2 (c) in Section B. On some occasions, hasty reading of the bullet points 
led to significant omissions and irrelevance, especially in the case of questions 1(c) and 
2(a). Questions 1(a) and 1(c) were by far the preferred choices in Section A and questions 
2(b) and 2(c) attracted the highest number of students in Section B.  A very small number 
of students chose questions 1(d) and 2(d).

A small but significant number of students ignored the rules of the Greek alphabet and the 
conventions of the stress system. They either failed to indicate the position of the stress or 
used English characters (“t” and “u” in particular) instead of Greek ones. Consequently, they 
were penalised. Students are reminded that the position of the stress ought to be indicated, 
where appropriate. Moreover, in a response which has wordage set between 50-70 words, 
it is inappropriate to include English words, which take away from the pertinence and the 
cohesion of the response.

To improve their performance, students should:

•	 Read each question carefully before attempting to answer it, to ensure clear 
understanding of what is expected;

•	 Respond to the questions within the framework of the bullet points, in order to construct 
a good response;

•	 Ensure that they employ good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures;

•	 Observe the rules of orthography and indicate the position of the stress, when 
appropriate;

•	 Avoid mixing English and Greek characters;

•	 Structure their response and link their various ideas and descriptions into a whole, 
rather than write sentences in isolation;

•	 Familiarise themselves with the various inflections of nouns and adjectives, depending 
on number and their function in the sentence (“οι φίλοι”  versus “τους φίλους” etc), as 
inconsistent use of the nominative and accusative cases is still responsible for many 
inaccuracies;

•	 Avoid using generic pre-learned material, which may often be irrelevant to the content 
of a good response;

•	 Remember that writing more than the prescribed number of words is a rubric 
infringement.  They  must not go beyond the maximum word limit, as content produced 
beyond the prescribed word count will not contribute to the overall marks.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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