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Dblishers

is month’s Publisher’s letter
| presented me with something of a
conundrum. While regular readers will
know that | usually look for light anecdotes
to illustrate what | see as interesting life
lessons, | found myself, like most, shocked
but also left with a feeling of dread by the
four days of madness this August.

Where to start? Whether it be watching
one of my favourite shops in Clapham
Junction alight from my flat window, or the
feeling of fear about going out with my
family to the local cinema, | knew this was
not the city | loved. Sheer utter madness
had descended on the UK.

But what saddened me the most was
that as so often happens people want to
find someone to instantly blame. Someone
easily identifiable and someone that
removes any responsibility from them.

We became that someone.

The first alert to this changing mood
came from a Pride team member who
informed me of the fact that an amiable
old shopkeeper across the road from our
office, who had always extended a smile
and a wave to us whenever we passed,
was now telling all and sundry that the
problems were ‘because of the blacks'.

The media continued to subtly stoke this
fire, only inviting black youth workers on
screen to ‘explain’ the rioters actions whilst

papers examined what had happened to
black society. Then when pictures of looting
around the country started to appear
showing young white boys and girls, they
started fearing they could no longer just
pin it on black kids. They then blamed our
culture.

“The whites are becoming black” was
the shocking statement from one
popular social commentator.

To me it was scary to
see how a community
could suddenly turn
on itself. While the
UK has always had
its tensions, | am
sure most would
agree that multi-
culturalism has been
a success. One of the
great things about our
cities is how cosmopolitan
and diverse they are. This mix
Creates an exciting new culture with people
open to new experiences and
opportunities.

But all it seemed to take was one
tinderbox to ignite and suddenly all our
prejudices and bigoted views flooded to
the surface. Now it was them and us. Nick
Griffin would have been happy.

Thank God the police finally got their act

together and retook control of the streets,
because as vigilante groups often
composed on racial lines grew it was clear
that parts of UK could have been finding
themselves at war with one another.

So where does this leave us? Well no
doubt the Government and judiciary’s
tough stance on sentencing will have sent
a message and maybe the genie has been
forced back into the box for now.
But nothing has been fixed and
with a Conservative
Government focused on
saving money there is no

doubt that there will ever

be the funds to help make

those who believe they

have no stake in society
feel any different.

So | fear such problems
may once again raise their ugly
heads and we may find ourselves

being touted again as the problem.
One only has to look to Europe to see how
bad things can get.

Regards

-

CJ Cushnie,
Publisher
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