
 
 

Recommended Reading: Roman Life Topics 
 
Topic 1: Daily Life in Roman Society 
 
The list of recommended reading is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive. OCR recognises 
that resources that are useful for one group of candidates may be less suitable for 
another. There are many internet sites where illustrations of artefacts, archaeological sites 
and maps are available. 
 
Andrews, I (1978) Pompeii (Cambridge Introduction to World History) Cambridge 
University Press 0521209730 (out of print; available second-hand) 
 

Balme, M and Morwood, J (2003) On the Margin Oxford University Press 0199124000 
 Part 1: The Family 

Berry, J (2007) The Complete Pompeii Thames and Hudson 050005150X 

Cooley, A and Cooley, M (2004) Pompeii: a sourcebook Routledge 0415262127 

Connolly, P (1990) Pompeii (The Roman World) Oxford University Press 0199171580 

Letters of Pliny the Younger (any translation) 

Morgan, J (2004) Roman Life 2.1 J-PROGS www.j-progs.com 

Morgan, J (2006) Pompeii Photo CD J-PROGS www.j-progs.com  

Morgan, J (2003) Romana Photo CD J-PROGS www.j-progs.com 

Tingay, G and Badcock, J (1998) These were the Romans Duckworth 0715628518 
 Chapter 3 Houses 
 Chapter 14 Every Day 
 Chapter 15 Entertainment 
(any edition; this has been reprinted by several publishers) 

Cambridge Latin Course Book 1  
 stages 1-5 
 stages 8-9 
 stage 11 
Cambridge Latin Course Book 4 
 Stage 33 
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Topic 2:  The Roman Army 
 
The list of recommended reading is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive. OCR recognises 
that resources that are useful for one group of candidates may be less suitable for 
another. There are many internet sites where illustrations of artefacts, archaeological sites 
and maps are available. 
 
Connolly, P and Goldsworthy, A (1998) Greece and Rome at War Greenhill Books 
185367303X (incorporates The Roman Army which is now out of print)  
 

Connolly, P (1997) Tiberius Claudius Maximus:The Cavalryman Oxford University Press 
0199104247 
 

Connolly, P (1997) The Legionary Oxford University Press 0199104255 

Connolly, P (1997) The Roman Fort Oxford University Press 0199104263 

Morgan, J Roman Technology 4.1 J-PROGS www.j-progs.com 

Tingay, G and Badcock, J (1998) These were the Romans Duckworth 0715628518 
 Chapter 19 Army 
(any edition; this has been reprinted by several publishers) 

Wilkes, J (1972) The Roman Army (Cambridge Introduction to World History) Cambridge 
University Press 0521072433 (out of print; available second-hand) 
 

Cambridge Latin Course Book 3  
 stages 25-28 
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Topic 3:  The City of Rome 
 
The list of recommended reading is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive. OCR recognises 
that resources that are useful for one group of candidates may be less suitable for 
another. There are many internet sites where illustrations of artefacts, archaeological sites 
and maps are available. 
 
Connolly, P and Dodge, H (2000) The Ancient City: Life in Classical Athens and Rome 
Oxford University Press 0195215826 
 Part II: Rome 

Hamey, LA and JA (1981) The Roman Engineers (Cambridge Introduction to World 
History) Cambridge University Press 0521225116 (out of print; available second-hand) 
 

Morgan, J (2005) Rome Photo CD 2 J-PROGS www.j-progs.com  

Thorpe, Martin (1998) Roman Architecture Bristol Classical Press 1853994219 

Tingay, G and Badcock, J (1998) These were the Romans Duckworth 0715628518 
 Chapter 12 The Imperial City  
(any edition; this has been reprinted by several publishers) 

Cambridge Latin Course Book 4  
 stages 29-31 
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Topic 4:  The Structure of Roman Society 
 
The list of recommended reading is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive. OCR recognises 
that resources that are useful for one group of candidates may be less suitable for 
another. There are many internet sites where illustrations of artefacts, archaeological sites 
and maps are available. 
 
Balme, M and Morwood, J (2003) On the Margin Oxford University Press 0199124000 
 Part 2: On the margin of society 

Gardner, J and Wiedemann, T (1991) The Roman Household: A Sourcebook Routledge 
0415044227 
 

Massey, M and Moreland, P (2002) Slavery in Ancient Rome Bristol Classical Press 
1853996351 
 

Paoli, U (1996) Rome: Its People, Life and Customs Bristol Classical Press 185399121X 
(any edition; this has been reprinted by several publishers) 
 

Taylor, D (1998) Roman Society Bristol Classical Press 1853995533 

Tingay, G and Badcock, J (1998) These were the Romans Duckworth 0715628518 
 Chapter 9 A Politician's Progress 
 Chapter 11 The First Emperors 
 Chapter 13 Work and Slaves 
(any edition; this has been reprinted by several publishers) 

Wiedemann, T (1990) Greek and Roman Slavery: A Sourcebook Routledge 0415029724 

Cambridge Latin Course Book 1 
 stage 6 
Cambridge Latin Course Book 4 
 stages 31-32 
 stage 34 
Cambridge Latin Course Book 5 
 stage 37 
Cambridge Latin Course (2nd edition) unit IVB 
 stage 48 
 



 
 
 
Topic 5:  Women in Roman Society 
 
The list of recommended reading is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive. OCR recognises 
that resources that are useful for one group of candidates may be less suitable for 
another. There are many internet sites where illustrations of artefacts, archaeological sites 
and maps are available. 
 
d'Ambra, E (2007) Roman Women (Cambridge Introduction to Roman Civilization) 
Cambridge University Press 0521521580 
 

Balme, M and Morwood, J (2003) On the Margin Oxford University Press 0199124000 
 Part 1: The Family 

Balsdon, JPVD (2002) Life and Leisure in Ancient Rome Weidenfeld 1842125931  
(any edition; this has been reprinted by several publishers) 
 

Balsdon, JPVD (1983) Roman Women: their History and Habits Barnes and Noble 
0064640620 
 

Carcopino, J (1991) Daily Life in Ancient Rome Penguin 014012487X 

Gardner, J and Wiedemann, T (1991) The Roman Household: A Sourcebook Routledge 
0415044227 
 

Paoli, U (1996) Rome: Its People, Life and Customs Bristol Classical Press 185399121X 
 especially pages 113-118 
(any edition; this has been reprinted by several publishers) 
 

Tingay, G and Badcock, J (1998) These were the Romans Duckworth 0715628518 
 Chapter 8 Growing Up 
 Chapter 14 Every Day 
(any edition; this has been reprinted by several publishers) 

Cambridge Latin Course Book 1 
 stage 2 
Cambridge Latin Course Book 5 
 stage 38 
Cambridge Latin Course (2nd edition) unit VB 
 stage 43 
 stage 45 
 



 
 
 
Topic 6:  Roman Britain 
 
The list of recommended reading is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive. OCR recognises 
that resources that are useful for one group of candidates may be less suitable for 
another. There are many internet sites where illustrations of artefacts, archaeological sites 
and maps are available. 
 
Andrews, I (1980) Boudicca's Revolt Cambridge University Press 0521080312 

Bagshawe, RW (1979) Roman Roads Shire Publications 0852634587 

Cunliffe, B (1998) Fishbourne Roman Palace NPI Media Group 0752414089 

Cunliffe, B (1993) The Roman Baths at Bath Bath Archaeological Trust 0950618020 

Johnston, D (2002) Discovering Roman Britain Shire 0747804524 

Johnston, D (2004) Roman Villas Shire 0747806004 

Morgan, J (2004) Roman Britain 2.1 J-PROGS www.j-progs.com 

Morgan, J (2003) Romana Photo CD J-PROGS www.j-progs.com 

Cambridge Latin Course Book 2 
 stages 13-16 
Cambridge Latin Course Book 3 
 stage 21 
 stage 24 
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Topic 7:  Roman Religion 
 
The list of recommended reading is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive. OCR recognises 
that resources that are useful for one group of candidates may be less suitable for 
another. There are many internet sites where illustrations of artefacts, archaeological sites 
and maps are available. 
 
Balme, M and Morwood, J (2003) On the Margin Oxford University Press 0199124000 
 Part 2: On the margin of society, Christians pp 79-84 

Apuleius, The Golden Ass (any translation) 

Dowden, K (1998) Religion and the Romans Bristol Classical Press 1853991805 

Isis and Osiris (various versions are available) 

Morgan, J Roman Gods 3.1 J-PROGS www.j-progs.com 

Morgan, J (2003) Romana Photo CD J-PROGS www.j-progs.com 

Tingay, G and Badcock J (1998) These were the Romans Duckworth 0715628518 
 Chapter 17 Gods and Man 
(any edition;  this has been reprinted by several publishers) 

Tomlin, R 'Curses from Bath' J.A.C.T. Omnibus 1985 

Warrior, V (2006) Roman Religion (Cambridge Introduction to Roman Civilization) 
Cambridge University Press 0521532124 
 

Cambridge Latin Course Book 1 
 stage 7 
Cambridge Latin Course Book 2 
 stage 19 
Cambridge Latin Course Book 3 
 stages 21-23 
Cambridge Latin Course Book 4 
 stage 29 
 stage 32 
 stage 33 
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