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Unprepared Comprehension and Translation 
 
Question 1 
 
(a) he loved  / liked / was in love with  (1)    (a) woman    (1) [2] 
 
(b) she    (1)    already / now   (1)    had / was having   (1)   a husband    (1) 
 OR     she    (1)    already    (1)    was married    (2) [4] 
 
(c) (i) he gave    (1)    Pontia / her   (1)   many    (1)  gifts    (1)    (allow Pontiae) [4] 
  (get / send = 0) 
 (ii) she left  / divorced   (1)    her husband    (1)  /  the marriage  (1)  ended  (1) [2] 
  (her husband left = 1) 
 
(d) (i) very    (1)    happy    (1)     [2] 
 
 (ii) she refused / did not want  / would not  (2)    to marry    (1)    him    (1) [4] 
  (he did not want to marry her = 3) 
 
(e) her    (1)    father    (1)    was / would be   (1)    angry    (1)    (allow ‘very angry’) [4] 
 
(f) she found / met  (1)    a man     (1)    richer   (1)    than Octavius / him  (1)  
 she ordered  / made / forced   (1)    Octavius / him    (1)    to go    (1)    away    (1)  
 (passive with no agent = OK; to leave = 2; O. had to go away = 3) 
 (as rich as O = 1; she left O = 2) [8] 
 

Total for Question 1 = [30] 
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Question 2 
 
Specimen Translation 
 
Octavius was sad and angry, because Pontia no longer loved him. In a letter, he announced that 
he had given Pontia so many gifts that he had used up all his money; he begged her to return to 
him. When Pontia did not reply, he went to her house to offer his life, which alone he now had. 
When however she turned him away, Octavius adopted another plan: he asked for one night 
with her. ‘If you give me this gift,’ he said, ‘I shall never approach you again.’ Pontia, although 
she was terrified, decided to do this, because she believed Octavius would then go away.   
 
 
           1   1  1         1 1      1       1          1    1    1      1           1    12 
Octavius tristis et iratus erat, quod Pontia non iam eum amabat. 
 
                             1      1    1    1   1   1 1          1       1   1    1    1  1         1    1                 1 16 
Octavius in_epistula nuntiavit se tot dona Pontiae dedisse ut omnem pecuniam exhausisset; 
 
   1         1  1        1         1       5 
eam oravit ut ad_se rediret. 
 
  1         1    1      1     1                                  1       1  11  9 
ubi Pontia non respondit, Octavius ad_domum eius ivit, 
 
1         1     1 1     1 1        1      1  1      1        1    1  12 
ut offerret vitam suam, quam solam nunc habebat. 
 
   1         1    1     1       1       1                    1 1      1     1     1 1   12 
cum tamen illa eum avertisset, Octavius aliud consilium cepit: 
 
 1  1      1   1      1    1    1   1    8 
unam noctem cum ea rogavit. 
 
 1    1         1       1         1       1 1               1                 1         1          1 11 
‘si hoc donum mihi dederis,’ inquit, ‘numquam iterum tibi appropinquabo.’ 
 
       1                1              1     1       1    1   1             1        1     1    1             1      1           1       1        15 
Pontia, quamquam perterrita erat, hoc facere constituit, quod credidit Octavium tum abiturum esse. 
 
 
9 sections: Total = 100. Divide this total by 2. Ring the new total. 

Total for Question 2 = [50] 
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Question 3 
 
(a) she ordered  / told  (1)    a very good    (1)    slave-girl  / maid  (1)    (slave = 0) 
 to guard  / protect  (1)  (allow ‘guarded’)    her    (1)    bedroom    (1) [6] 
 
(b) (i) a loyal    (1)    freedman free man    (1) [2] 
 

(ii) carrying  / holding / bringing / hiding / had  (1)    a sword    (1) 
 (Credit this if given under (i)) [2] 

 
(iii) to protect    (1)    his patron  / Octavius / him  (1)  /  to kill / attack    (1)   Pontia    (1)  /   

so no one would see    (1)    the sword    (1)    / 
 so no one    (1)    would suspect O.    (1)    /    O.    (1)     paid  / forced him to    (1) 

 
 Accept either one of these pairs.     [2] 

 
(c) (first) part  / (later) then  (1)    they made / were in / gave   (1)    love    (1)   

they slept    (1) [4] 
 
(d) Octavius  / he  (1)    killed    (1)  (tried to kill = 0) (stabbed = 0)  Pontia / her   (1)     

with the sword / while asleep   (1) [4] 
 
(e) (i) she was wounded    (1)    seriously  / badly / greatly / severely / heavily  (1)     [2] 
 

(ii) he fled  / ran (away) / escaped  (1)    quickly    (1) [2] 
 
(f) everyone  / all  (1)   realised  / understood / knew / found out / suspected  (1)     

who    (1)    had killed her  (1)     [4] 
 
(g) he stayed    (1)    in the house    (1)    of Pontia / her    (1) 

he (i.e. the freedman)   (1)    (had) killed    (1)    the  / a woman  / her   (1) [6] 
 
(h) (i) the slave-girl    (1)   who had /  having escaped death / survived    (1)     

told  / said / explained (1)    what (had) happened    (1)     [4] 
 
(ii) he was captured / taken  (1)    and killed    (1) [2] 
 

 Total for Question 3 = [40] 
Total mark for Paper 1 = [120/2 = 60] 
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