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Answer this question.

Translate the following passage into English. Write your translation on alternate lines.

The philosopher Aristotle was asked to choose a successor to be the head of his school of philosophy
after his death. He showed his view of the two best candidates for the job in an unusual and clever way.

Aristoteles iam senex erat; spem vitae longae non habebat. multi amici igitur
venerunt rogantes eum ut novum magistrum legeret. respondit se hoc facturum esse.
illo tempore erant in ludo eius duo viri sapientissimi, Theophrastus et Menedemus;
Theophrastus ex insula Lesbo fuit, alter ex insula Rhodo.

cum olim Aristoteles inter amicos suos cenam consumeret, ‘hoc vinum non amo

inquit. ‘volo bibere vinum aliud, aut Rhodium aut Lesbium. statim servis imperavit
ut utrumque vinum ferrent. postquam servi redierunt, Aristoteles vinum Rhodium

bibit, deinde Lesbium. tum ‘utrumgue bonum est,; inquit. ‘sed vinum Lesbium melius
est. ubi hoc dixit, amici intellexerunt eum non vinum sic legisse sed successorem.
itaque, post mortem Aristotelis, omnes Theophrastum novum magistrum fecerunt.

Names

Aristoteles, Aristotelis (m)
Theophrastus, Theophrasti (m)
Menedemus, Menedemi (m)
Lesbus, Lesbi (f)

Rhodus, Rhodi (f)

Rhodius, Rhodia, Rhodium
Lesbius, Lesbia, Lesbium

Vocabulary

spes, spei (f)

magister, magistri (m)
tempus, temporis (n)
ludus, ludi (m)

sapiens, sapientis

bibo, bibere, bibi

aut ... aut ...

uterque, utraque, utrumque
successor, successoris (m)

Based on Aulus Gellius, Noctes Atticae 13.5

Aristotle
Theophrastus
Menedemus
Lesbos (an island)
Rhodes (an island)
from Rhodes

from Lesbos

hope

head, principal

time

school

wise

| drink

either ... or ...

each, both

successor, replacement

[Paper Total: 40 marks]
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