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Welcome to the GCSE 2009 
Japanese Sample Assessment 
Materials.
These sample assessment materials have been developed to give you and 
your students a fl avour of the actual exam papers and mark schemes so 
they can experience what they will encounter in their live assessments. 
They feature: 

• Accessible papers using a mixture of questions styles where 
 appropriate – we’ve worked hard to ensure the papers are easy to   
 follow with an encouraging tone so that the full range of students   
 can show what they know. 

• Clear and concise mark schemes for each paper, outlining what   
 examiners will be looking for in the assessments, so you can use the  
 sample papers with students to help them prepare for the real thing.

Our GCSE 2009 Japanese qualifi cation will be supported better than 
ever before. 

Keep up to date with the latest news and 
services available by visiting our website: 
www.edexcel.com/gcse09
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General Marking Guidance  

All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners must mark the 
first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be rewarded 
for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised for omissions.  
Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according to their 
perception of where the grade boundaries may lie.  

There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme should be 
used appropriately.  

All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Examiners 
should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the 
mark scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if 
the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according to the mark 
scheme.
Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the 
principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be 
limited.

When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark scheme 
to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted. 
Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has replaced it 
with an alternative response. 
Free responses are marked for the effective communication of the correct 
answer rather than for quality of language but it is possible that, on some 
occasions, the quality of English or poor presentation can impede 
communication and lose candidate marks. 
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     Turn over

Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.

• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name, 
 centre number and candidate number.

• Answer all the questions.

• Answer the questions in the spaces provided 
 – there may be more space than you need.

• You must not use dictionary.

Information

• You have 5 minutes to read through the paper before your teacher starts the CD.

• You will hear each extract twice. You may write while the CD is playing. 
 There will be a pause between each question.

• The total mark for this paper is 50. 

• The marks for each question are shown in brackets
 – use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.

• Keep an eye on the time.

• Try to answer every question.

• Check your answers if you have time at the end.

N35600A
©2008 Edexcel Limited.

3/3/

*N35600A0112*

Edexcel GCSE

Japanese
Unit 1: Listening and understanding in Japanese

You do not need any other materials.

Centre Number Candidate  Number

Write your name here

Surname Other names

Total Marks

5JA01/01
Paper ReferenceSample Assessment Material

Time: 45 minutes and 5 minutes reading time
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Answer ALL questions.

Some questions must be answered with a cross in a box . If you change your mind about an 

answer put a line through the box  and then mark your new answer with a cross .

Self-introduction

1 Put a cross  in the correct box.

 Example: Hello, I’m Suzuki Tomoko, nice to meet you.

A B C

Takako Suzuki Tomoko Suzuki Tomoko Sasaki

 (i)

A B C

14 15 16

 (ii)

A B C

 (iii)

A B C
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 (iv)

A B C

 (v)

A B C

(Total for Question 1 = 5 marks)
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School

2 Complete the short sentences about Shunsuke’s school day in English.

 Example:  Mr Tanaka is Shunsuke’s    geography    teacher.

 (a) Maths is taught by Mr  

 (b) Shunsuke likes his  lessons.

 (c) Shunsuke has his least favourite lesson on  day.

 (d) Shunsuke eats lunch from  p.m.

 (e) Shunsuke is a member of the  club.

(Total for Question 2 = 5 marks)
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At the tourist information centre

3 Listen to the conversations and identify the places of interest for a tourist.

 Put a cross  in the correct box.

A B C D

Park Shrine Castle Gallery

E F G H

Museum Factory Temple Church

A B C D E F G H

Example:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(Total for Question 3 = 5 marks)
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Shopping

4 Listen to the following conversations about shopping.

 Put a cross  in the correct box.

Example: Older brother Car Camera Cassette player

(i) Older sister Book Bag Basket

(ii) Mother Cosmetics Cutlery Clothing

(iii) Father Book Bag Basket

(iv) Grandmother Fragrance Flowers Food

(v) The cat Mat Munchies Mouse

(Total for Question 4 = 5 marks)

A B C

A B C

A B C

A B C

A B C

A B C
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Part-time work

5 Listen to the following conversations about people discussing part-time work.
Put a cross  in the correct box.

 

A B C D E F G

Hotel Restaurant Library
Clothes 

shop
Station

Book 

shop

Swimming 

pool

Example:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(Total for Question 5 = 5 marks)
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Summer holidays

6 Listen to the conversation about people discussing their summer holidays. 

 Put a cross  in all the correct boxes for each question.

A

Swimming

B

Mountain 

climbing

C

Tennis

D

Hiking

Example: Jane

(i) Sue

(ii) Hannah

(Total for Question 6 = 5 marks)
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Weather

7 Listen to the weather forecast.

 Put a cross  in the five boxes that best match the weather conditions to a particular 
area.

A

Cold

B 

Rain

C

Snowy

D

Sunny

E

Windy

F

Fog

Example:

Kyushu

(i)    Hokkaido (2)

(ii)   Tokyo (1)

(iii)  Shikoku (1)

(iv)  Okinawa (1)

(Total for Question 7 = 5 marks)
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Accommodation

8 Listen to the answer phone message and complete the reservation request form in 

English as required.

 Example: Name Yoshiko Tanaka

(a) Date of arrival date month

(b) Number of people

(c) Meal requirements 
(put a cross  in the 
correct box)

breakfast lunch dinner

(d) Telephone number

(Total for Question 8 = 5 marks)



Edexcel GCSE in Japanese Sample Assessment Materials  © Edexcel Limited 2008 13

Newspapers

9 Answer the following questions in English.

 (a) (i) Give one day on which the man does not read a newspaper.
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  (ii) How does he describe the newspapers on the days he does not read them?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (b) (i) Which part of these newspapers does the woman often read? 
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  (ii) Give one reason why she prefers them to a book on the same subject.
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  (iii)  How does the man get the information he needs on this subject? 
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (c) (i) What topic does the woman read about in both newspapers and magazines?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  (ii) Which does she prefer?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  (iii)  Why does the man not read about this topic? 
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (d) (i) Give one section of his daily paper that the man reads.
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  (ii) Explain why he reads that section.
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 9 = 10 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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BLANK PAGE
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 Sample Mark Scheme 

 Unit 1: Listening and understanding in Japanese 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1(i) C 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1(ii) C 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1(iii) C 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1(iv) A 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1(v) B 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(a) Honda 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(b) PE 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(c) Wednesday 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(d) 1.00 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(e) Soccer/Football 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(i) C 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(ii) D 1 
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Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(iii) A 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(iv) F 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(v) H 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(i) A 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(ii) C 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(iii) B 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(iv) B 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(v) C 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(i) D 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(ii) A 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(iii) F 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(iv) G 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(v) C 1 
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Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(i) A, B, D 3 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(ii) A, C 2 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(i) A, C 2 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(ii) B 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(iii) D 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(iv) E 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(a) 6th March 2 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(b) 2 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(c) Breakfast 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(d) 03-3567-2108 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(a)(i) Weekend 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(a)(ii) Big 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(b)(i) Travel section 1 
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Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(b)(ii) Gives more detail/up to date/hotels and 
restaurants 

1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(b)(iii) Talks to travel agent 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(c)(i) Fashion 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(c)(ii) Newspapers 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(c)(iii) He has no interest in fashion/his wife buys his suits 
and shirts 

1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(d)(i) Foreign news/sports section 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(d)(ii) He is a baseball fan 1 
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Transcript

Unit 1: Listening and Understanding in Japanese 

Question 1: Self-introduction

Example

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

5 marks 

Question 2: School

Example

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

5 marks 
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Question 3: At the tourist information centre 

Example: M: この町に博物館がありますか。

F: はい、あります。

(i) M: 町の歴史を勉強したいです。ほかに面白いところがありますか。

F: ふるいおしろがあります。おしろのなかに町の歴史の物がたくさ 

んあります。

(ii) F: それから、町の美術館にはむかしの町のえがあります。たとえば１６４

２年に火事がありました。そのかじのえもあります。

M: 絵を見ることが好きです。ぜひ美術館へ行きます。

(iii)F; 一日中、町にいるつもりですか。今日の午後二時から公園で、まちのれ

きしのぎょうれつがあります。

M: そうですか。じゃ、二時までに公園にいきます。

(iv)M: 夜、何かありますか。

F: 今晩、町の食器の工場で特別な展覧会があります。伝統的な皿や 

コップなどを見ることができます。

(v) M: この町はいい所ですね。お寺や神社もありますか。

F: いいえ、ありません。でも古い教会があります。教会の窓ガラス   

が有名です。

M: ありがとうございました。
5 marks 
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Question 4: Shopping 

Example: M:
                 F:

(a) M:
F:

(b) M:
F:

M:
F:

(c) M:
F:

M:

(d) M:
F:

(e) M:
F:
M:
F:

5 marks 
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Question 5: Part-time work  

Example: M:

(i) F:

(ii) M:

(iii) F:

(iv) M:

(v) F:

5 marks 

Question 6: Summer holidays 

Example: M:
F:

(a) M:
F:

(b) M:
F:

5 marks 
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Question 7: Weather 

Example:  M;  

5 marks 

Question 8: Accommodation 

F:

5 marks 
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Question 9: Newspapers 

1. F:
M:

2. F:

M:

3. F:

M:

4. F:

M:

10 marks
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     Turn over

Edexcel GCSE

You do not need any other materials.

Paper ReferenceSample Assessment Material

Time:  8-10 minutes (across two tasks) 5JA02/01
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Introduction

Students must undertake two tasks in this unit:

1.  A picture-based discussion or presentation (with following questions) related to a 
chosen theme

2. A general conversation related to a chosen theme

Picture-based discussions

The following provide an indication of the sort of photographs or images that students may wish to 
use when undertaking a picture-based discussion.
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Media, travel and culture

*

*

*

(Possible questions for those seeking grades C-A*)

Picture of a concert

(to be supplied by candidate)
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Media, travel and culture

*

(Possible questions for those seeking grades C-A*)
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Sport, leisure and work

*

*

(Possible questions for those seeking grades C-A*)

Picture of a person in their workplace

(to be supplied by candidate)
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Sport, leisure and work

*

*

*

(Possible questions for those seeking grades C-A*)
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Presentations

The following are possible titles for presentations that students could deliver (up to a maximum of 
2 minutes within a total assessment time of 4-5 minutes) before responding to related questions. 
Naturally, there is considerable potential for students to propose different presentations that 
coincide with their individual interests.

It is expected that students become familiar with preparing for and delivering presentations. 
Teachers may help prepare their students to undertake this test type in general terms but 
must refrain from feeding back on any rehearsed presentations specifically intended for a final 
assessment.

Many of the titles below are quite open ended to ensure access to a range of candidates. Different 
students will handle the presentations in different ways. It is anticipated that, whereas some 
candidates will provide limited information and description possibly with a simple opinion, others 
will expand on these and introduce more extended language with a variety of more complex 
vocabulary and language structures, time references etc. It is important that follow-up questions 
are targeted at individual students to enable them to maximise their performance and, where 
appropriate, offer opportunities for stretch and challenge.
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Media, travel and culture

 • An example of a useful website
 • An example of a city of culture
 • My favourite book/film/television programme/etc
 • The . . . Youth Orchestra/Youth Theatre/etc
 • Why mobile phones are important
 • An example of a great actor/artist/musician/etc
 • Go to the cinema or watch a DVD?
 • The (Glastonbury) Festival

Sport, leisure and work

 • The best/worst match that I have played in/seen
 • Why sport is important
 • My local sports centre/gym
 • An example of a skilled sportsperson
 • My nomination for ‘Sports personality of the year’
 • Looking forward to the 2012 Olympics
 • Why I enjoy Wimbledon/le Tour de France/etc
 • My favourite hobby

Media, travel and culture

 • Exchange visits – an excellent opportunity
 • Welcome to . . . (presentation of resort/hotel/youth activity holiday company)
 • A holiday on the beach or in the snow?
 • My best/worst holiday
 • Be green - holiday at home!
 • Car or public transport?
 •  A typical day in the life of a holiday representative/flight attendant/tourist 

information officer
 • The advantages of ‘Interail’

Sport, leisure and work

 • Work experience is/is not useful for young people
 • Using languages at work
 • My part time job
 • My ideal/worst job
 • My career plans
 • . . . (presentation of a product/service/company)
 • A typical day for a …….
 • . . . and its local economy
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Possible questions (General conversation) – Japanese

The following questions are indicative of the sort of questions that you may ask your students when 
undertaking formal speaking tests. These are not prescriptive and you may use or adapt these 
questions and, of course, use questions of your own appropriate to the individual context and/or 
picture based discussions.

Theme: Media, travel and culture

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

(Possible questions for those seeking grades C-A*)
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Media, travel and culture (cont.)

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

(Possible questions for those seeking grades C-A*)
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Theme: Sport, leisure and work 

*

*

*

*

*

*

(Possible questions for those seeking grades C-A*)
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Sport, leisure and work (cont.)

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

(Possible questions for those seeking grades C-A*)
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The following grids are common to all task types undertaken in this unit.

Content and response Mark

Very con dent and  uent.

Frequently takes initiative and develops elaborate responses.

No dif culty in explaining wide range of ideas and points of view.

Very little or no hesitation.

•
•
•
•

13-15

Speaks con dently.

Takes initiative and develops more elaborate responses.

Expresses and explains ideas and points of view without undue dif culty.

Little hesitation and little or no prompting necessary.

•
•
•
•

10-12

Able to participate in familiar, straightforward discussions and conversations, but 
experiences problems with more complex question forms.

Conveys opinions, but rarely expands.

Some hesitation, but able to deal with some unpredictable elements.

•

•
•

7-9

Able to convey some simple information and opinions without ambiguity, but responses 
very limited.

Very hesitant and reliant on teacher-examiner prompting.

•

•

4-6

Conveys very little relevant information in minimal responses (mainly one-word replies)

Very limited comprehension of basic questions.

Wholly reliant on teacher-examiner prompting.

•
•
•

1-3

No rewardable content.• 0

Assessment criteria
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Range of language Mark Accuracy Mark

Uses wide range of appropriate 
vocabulary and structures, including 
some complex lexical items. 

Consistently competent use of 
different tenses.

•

•

5 Very accurate, with only isolated 
and usually insigni cant errors. 

Consistently good pronunciation and 
intonation.

•

•

5

Good variety of appropriate 
vocabulary and structures.

Unambiguous use of different verb 
tenses. 

Generally at ease with 
subordination.

•

•

•

4 Some errors, especially in more 
complex structures, but generally 
accurate. 

Pronunciation and intonation 
generally good.

•

•

4

Adequate but predictable range of 
vocabulary and structures. 

May include different tenses or 
time frames, perhaps with some 
ambiguity. 

Some examples of subordination.

•

•

•

3 A fair number of errors made, 
including some basic, but 
communication overall unaffected. 

Pronunciation and intonation 
generally accurate.

•

•

3

Limited and/or repetitive range of 
vocabulary or structures. 

Predominantly uses short sentences.

•

•

2 Many basic errors, but main points 
communicated.

Simple ‘pre-learnt’ stereotypes 
correct. 

Pronunciation generally 
understandable.

•

•

•

2

Very limited range of basic 
structures.

Frequently resorts to non-target 
language. 

Rarely offers complete sentences.

•

•

•

1 Consistently inaccurate language 
and pronunciation frequently 
impede basic communication. 

Only isolated examples of accurate 
language.

•

•

1

No rewardable language.• 0 No rewardable language.• 0
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Unit 3: Reading and understanding in Japanese
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Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name, 
 centre number and candidate number.
• Answer all the questions.
• Answer the questions in the spaces provided 
 – there may be more space than you need.
• You must not use a dictionary.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 50. 
• The marks for each question are shown in brackets
 – use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
• Keep an eye on the time.
• Try to answer every question.

• Check your answers if you have time at the end.

N35602A
©2008 Edexcel Limited.

3/3/3/

*N35602A0116*
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BLANK PAGE
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Answer ALL questions.

Some questions must be answered with a cross in a box  . If you change your mind about an 

answer, put a line through the box  and then mark your new answer with a cross .

Hiragana and katakana

1 Conference attendees require labels to show which town they come from.

Here are the name labels:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Match the attendee’s name with the town which they come from. 
Put a cross      in the correct box. 

  A B C D E F G H

  London Hiroshima Tokyo New York Edinburgh Sapporo Kyoto Lisbon

 Example:

 John Brown 

 (i) Kaneda 
  Akiko 

 (ii) Juan 
  Pescardo 

 (iii) Tanaka 
  Hanako 

 (iv) Kawakami 
  Yukiko 

 (v) Ken 
  Jones

(Total for Question 1 = 5 marks)
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Kanji

2  The following kanji appeared in a letter from your link school and you are providing a 
glossary to help the class below you read the letter.

A        B        C        D        E        F        G    

H        I        J        K        L        M    

Put a cross      in the correct box.

  A B C D E F G H I J K L M

 Example: 

 (i) 

 (ii) 

 (iii) 

 (iv) 

 (v) 

(Total for Question 2 = 5 marks)



Edexcel GCSE in Japanese Sample Assessment Materials  © Edexcel Limited 2008 43

My day

3  Your pen friend writes to tell you about a typical school day so you will know what to 
expect when you visit. Complete the notes below in English to help you recall what 
you have read.

6 

12 

9 

 (a) Get up at ………………………………………………………………………………

 (b) Go to school ………………………………………………… (method of transport)

 (c) Take …………………………………………… dictionary as well as Japanese one.

 (d) Join the ………………………………………………………………………… club.

 (e) Buy a ‘get well’ card for ………………………………………………………………

(Total for Question 3 = 5 marks)
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Directions

4  Your pen friend sends you the following directions to help you find his house.

36 
23 

 Complete the following summary by putting a cross      in the correct box.

 (i) Take the Yamanote line to A Kengoku B Meguro C Mesato

 (ii) Leave the station by the A North exit B South exit C East exit

 (iii) Walk as far as the  A Bank B Hospital C Hotel

 (iv) Get on a number 36 bus and get off at the A 2nd stop B 3rd stop C 6th stop

 (v) The house is number 23 and has a A green door B blue door C red door

(Total for Question 4 = 5 marks)
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Instructions

5  Read the following instructions.

A 

B 

C 

D 

E  

F 

G 

 

For each question below, cross the correct box      for the corresponding instruction. 

   A B C D E F G

 Example: No Litter

 (i) No eating

 (ii) No photography

 (iii) Danger!

 (iv) Silence please

 (v) No cars allowed from here

(Total for Question 5 = 5 marks)
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Profiles

6  Read the following profile that Haruko has sent to a networking site and those of 
some possible friends. 

  For each possible friend cross the correct box      for the part of their profile that 
matches Haruko’s.

17 

Example: 

 (i) 16 

 (ii) 

(iii) 

 (iv) 

(a)

 (i) 18 

 (ii) 

 (iii) 

 (iv) 

(b)

 (i) 16 

 (ii) 

 (iii) 

 (iv) 
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(c)

 (i) 19 

 (ii) 

 (iii) 

 (iv) 

(d)

 (i) 17 

 (ii) 

 (iii) 

 (iv) 

(e)

 (i) 19 

 (ii) 

 (iii) 

 (iv) 

(Total for Question 6 = 5 marks)
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Study

7  The Year 9 Group are studying the geography of Japan and their teacher is putting up 
a display with labels in English and Japanese. 

These have got mixed up in the box. 

Choose from the text box below and put a cross      in the correct box.

A                                 B                              C 

                      D                            E F 

G                           H                                  I 

                      J                              K                                      L 

  A B C D E F G H I J K L

 Example:

 Weather

 (i) Japan

 (ii) Spring

 (iii) Summer

 (iv) Autumn

 (v) Winter

(Total for Question 7 = 5 marks)
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Homework

8  Your typed homework got spoilt in the rain and you need to write in the missing 
parts. Choose the correct letters from the box below to complete the paragraph on 
The Town Park. 

 Put a cross      in the correct box to complete the blank spaces in the text below.

(i) (ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

  A B C D E F G H I J

           

 (i) 

 (ii) 

 (iii) 

 (iv) 

 (v) 

(Total for Question 8 = 5 marks)
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Advertisement

Answer the following questions in English.

9  You have seen the following advertisement in a Japanese newspaper and are 
interested in applying for the job. 

8  6 20  6  3 

16 
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 (a) In which prefecture is this Children’s Camp?
  (1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (b) On what date does the camp start?
  (1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (c) Which meal do volunteers have to make?
  (1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (d) Who cleans the cabins?
  (1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (e) State two things the volunteers can do during Game Time.
  (2)

1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (f ) Give one way the volunteers help the children remain healthy.
  (1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (g) How many meals a day can the volunteers get for free?
  (1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (h) State one way in which the volunteers might spend their free time.
  (1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (i) How much pocket money do the volunteers get?
  (1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 9 = 10 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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 Sample Mark Scheme 

 Unit 3: Reading and Understanding in Japanese 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1(i) C 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1(ii) H 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1(iii) B 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1(iv) F 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

1(v) D 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(i) M 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(ii) H 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(iii) B 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(iv) J 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

2(v) L 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(a) 6.30am 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(b) On foot/walk 1 
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Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(c) French 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(d) Calligraphy 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

3(e)  Grandma 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(i) B 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(ii) B 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(iii) A 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(iv) B 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

4(v) C 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(i) D 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(ii) B 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(iii) E 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(iv) C 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

5(v) F 1 
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Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(a) (ii) 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(b) (iii) 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(c) (iv) 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(d) (i) 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

6(e) (iii) 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(i) E 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(ii) B 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(iii) I 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(iv) L 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

7(v) C 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(i) H 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(ii) B 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(iii) G 1 
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Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(iv) C 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

8(v) D 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(a) Yamaguchi Prefecture 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(b) 6th August (from 6am)  1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(c) breakfast 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(d) Volunteers/high school children over the age of 16 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(e) Any two from: 
go for walks (with the children) 
do sports 
do karaoke 
draw pictures 
other exercise 2 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(f) Children eat healthy food/drinks lots of water 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(g) Three 1 

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(h) One from: 
go to the cinema 
go shopping 
do sports in the park 
go cycling

1

Question
Number

Answer Mark

9(i) 20,000 yen for two weeks 1 
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     Turn over

Instructions

• You may use pencil, black ink or ball-point pen.

• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name, 
 centre number and candidate number.

• This paper is in two sections. Attempt one task from section A and one 
 from section B.

• Complete the task in the spaces provided 
 – there may be more space than you need.

• The use of an appropriate bilingual dictionary is permitted in both Tasks 1 and 2.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 50. 

• The marks for each task are shown in brackets
 – use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each task.

Advice

• Read each task carefully before you start to answer it.

• Keep an eye on the time.

• Check your answers if you have time at the end.

N35603A
©2008 Edexcel Limited.

3/3/3

*N35603A0108*

Edexcel GCSE

Japanese
Unit 4: Writing in Japanese

You do not need any other materials.

Centre Number Candidate  Number

Write your name here

Surname Other names

Total Marks

5JA04/01
Paper ReferenceSample Assessment Material

Time: 1 hour
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Section A (short writing task)

1  Choose one of the tasks from Section A. 

 Media, travel and culture: 

  (a) You are writing an email to a Japanese friend about a film that you have recently 
seen. 

  In your email you should refer to: 

  • the type of film you saw 

  • whether you liked it or not.

 (b)  You are writing a short description of your town for Japanese visitors. 

  In your description you should refer to:

  • places of interest 

  • particular activities for young people. 

 Sport, leisure and work: 

 (c)  You are writing a description for a Japanese-language website about a sport that 
is played at your school. 

  Refer to your chosen sport stating: 

  • why you like or dislike this sport 

  • the importance of sport at your school.

 (d) Two Japanese people are coming to work in your company. 

  Write a note to them about the company’s sport and social club(s). 

  You should refer to:

  • the sports and activities that are available 

  • reasons for joining a sports or social club. 

(75–180 Japanese characters)

(Total for Task 1 = 20 marks)
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Indicate which task you are attempting by marking the box . If you change your mind, put a 

line through the box  and then indicate your new task with a cross .

Chosen task: (a) (b) (c) (d)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 20 MARKS
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Section B (longer writing task)

2  Choose one of the tasks from Section B. 

 Media, travel and culture: 

  (a) Write an essay entitled:  (My trip abroad).

  You should mention what aspects of the trip you most/ least enjoyed, and why.
 

 (b) Write to your Japanese friend to tell her about a cultural event (e.g. school play, 
concert, visiting celebrity) you are helping to organise. 

  You should mention any difficulties that you are having.

 Sport, leisure and work

 (c)  You are writing to a Japanese-speaking friend about your ideal job. 

  Describe the job and say why this particular job appeals to you.
 

 (d) Write an essay entitled  (An enjoyable day!). Your essay should relate to a 
day out with your friends or family.  

  In your description you should mention why it was an enjoyable day. 

 (Minimum 300 Japanese characters)

(Total for Task 2 = 30 marks)
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Indicate which task you are attempting by marking the box . If you change your mind, put a 

line through the box  and then indicate your new task with a cross .

Chosen task: (a) (b) (c) (d)
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TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 30 MARKS
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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Communication and content Mark

Very detailed and fully relevant response to the stimulus. 

No ambiguity.

Clear ability to narrate, describe, express opinion and expand.

Excellent linking of the piece into a whole. 

Coherent and pleasant to read.

•

•

•

•

•

9-10

Detailed response to the stimulus but there may be minor omissions.

Clear and coherent, with only occasional lapses.

Reasonable attempt to link the piece into a whole.

Evidence of description, opinion and expansion.

Pedestrian or alternatively somewhat over ambitious.

•

•

•

•

•

7-8

Most of the task is completed and relevant information is conveyed, although there 
may be some omissions and/or irrelevancies. 

Comprehensible overall, with some lapses.

Evidence of ability to go beyond minimal response.

Begins to expand ideas and express opinions.

Some attempt to link piece into a whole.

•

•

•

•

•

5-6

Main points conveyed, but may be major omissions and/or irrelevance. 

Some ambiguity.

Short response, with no descriptions and minimal opinions.

Sentences mostly written in isolation. 

Not easy to read.

•

•

•

•

•3

3-4

Little relevant information is conveyed.

Much ambiguity and omission.

Substantial degree of irrelevance and incoherence. 

Very limited, rarely comprehensible to native speaker.

•

•

•

•

1-2

No content worthy of credit.• 0

Assessment criteria

Writing task 1
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Knowledge and application of language Mark

Wide range of appropriate vocabulary and structures, including some complex 
items.

Consistently competent use of more complex structures and different tenses.

Clear ability to manipulate language and to produce longer,  uent sentences with 
ease.

•

•

•

9-10

Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures.

Some attempt to use ambitious structures with a fair measure of success.

Unambiguous use of different verb tenses.

Generally at ease with subordination.

•

•

•

•

7-8

Adequate but predictable range of vocabulary and structures.

Correct syntax in simple, short sentences.

Some longer sentences where syntax is not always correct.

May include different tenses or time frames, perhaps with some ambiguity.

Some examples of subordination.

•

•

•

•

•

5-6

Limited and/or repetitive range of vocabulary or structures.

Predominantly uses short sentences.

Some attempts at tenses, but many mistakes. 

Language is basic and sometimes inappropriate to the task.

•

•

•

•

3-4

Very limited range of basic structures. 

Frequently resorts to non-target language. 

Rarely offers complete sentences.

•

•

•

1-2

No language worthy of credit.• 0

A mark of zero for communication and content will mean a mark of zero for knowledge 
and application of language and for accuracy.
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Communication and content Mark

Very detailed and fully relevant response to the stimulus. 

No ambiguity.

Clear ability to narrate, describe, express opinion and expand.

Excellent linking of the piece into a whole. 

Coherent and pleasant to read.

•

•

•

•

•

13-15

Detailed response to the stimulus but there may be minor omissions.

Clear and coherent, with only occasional lapses.

Reasonable attempt to link the piece into a whole.

Evidence of description, opinion and expansion.

Pedestrian or alternatively somewhat over ambitious.

•

•

•

•

•

10-12

Most of the task is completed and relevant information is conveyed, although there 
may be some omissions and/or irrelevancies. 

Comprehensible overall, with some lapses.

Evidence of ability to go beyond minimal response.

Begins to expand ideas and express opinions.

Some attempt to link piece into a whole.

•

•

•

•

•

7-9

Main points conveyed, but may be major omissions and/or irrelevance. 

Some ambiguity.

Short response, with no descriptions and minimal opinions.

Sentences mostly written in isolation. 

Not easy to read.

•

•

•

•

•

4-6

Little relevant information is conveyed.

Much ambiguity and omission.

Substantial degree of irrelevance and incoherence. 

Very limited, rarely comprehensible to native speaker.

•

•

•

•

1-3

No content worthy of credit.• 0

Writing task 2
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Knowledge and application of language Mark

Wide range of appropriate vocabulary and structures, including some complex 
items.

Consistently competent use of more complex structures and different tenses.

Clear ability to manipulate language and to produce longer,  uent sentences with 
ease.

•

•

•

9-10

Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures.

Some attempt to use ambitious structures with a fair measure of success.

Unambiguous use of different verb tenses.

Generally at ease with subordination.

•

•

•

•

7-8

Adequate but predictable range of vocabulary and structures.

Correct syntax in simple, short sentences.

Some longer sentences where syntax is not always correct.

May include different tenses or time frames, perhaps with some ambiguity.

Some examples of subordination.

•

•

•

•

•

5-6

Limited and/or repetitive range of vocabulary or structures.

Predominantly uses short sentences.

Some attempts at tenses, but many mistakes. 

Language is basic and sometimes inappropriate to the task.

•

•

•

•

3-4

Very limited range of basic structures. 

Frequently resorts to non-target language. 

Rarely offers complete sentences.

•

•

•

1-2

No language worthy of credit.• 0
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Accuracy Mark

Very accurate, though not necessarily faultless.

Consistently good spelling and manipulation of language. 

Secure when using more complex language with only a few minor errors.

•

•

•

5

Generally accurate language.

Most spelling and verb forms correct.

When more complex structures are attempted, accuracy can be more variable.

•

•

•

4

A fair number of errors made, including some basic, but communication overall 
unaffected.

Straightforward and familiar language fairly accurately spelt and manipulated.

Verbs more correct than incorrect.

The work is clearly more accurate than inaccurate. 

•

•

•

•

3

Many basic errors, but main points communicated. 

Simple ‘pre-learnt’ stereotypes correct.

Frequent misspellings.

Frequent incorrect verb forms.

•

•

•

•

2

Consistently inaccurate language and misspellings frequently impede basic 
communication.

Only isolated examples of accurate language and verb formation. 

•

•

1

No language worthy of credit.• 0

A mark of zero for communication and content will mean a mark of zero for knowledge 
and application of language and for accuracy.
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