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Edexcel GCSE

Japanese
Unit 3: Reading and Understanding in Japanese

Wednesday 5 June 2013 – Morning
Time: 55 minutes 5JA03/01

You do not need any other materials.

Instructions
 Use black ink or ball-point pen.
 Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  

 centre number and candidate number.
 Answer all questions.
  Answer the questions in the spaces provided  

– there may be more space than you need.
 You must not use a dictionary.

Information
 The total mark for this paper is 50. 
  The marks for each question are shown in brackets 

– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice
 Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
 Keep an eye on the time.
 Try to answer every question.
 Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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Answer ALL questions.

Some questions must be answered with a cross in a box  . If you change your mind about an 

answer, put a line through the box  and then mark your new answer with a cross .

At a party

1 You are printing out name labels for guests.

 Put a cross      in the correct box to match their cities. 

A

Kyoto

B

Osaka

C

Nara

D

Tokyo

E

Hiroshima

F

London

G

Manchester

H

New 

York

I

Boston

Example: 
Hanako

(i) Akemi

(ii) Yoko

(iii) Emily

(iv) Robert

(v) Natalie

(Total for Question 1 = 5 marks)
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Text message from a friend

2  Your friend, Haruo, sent you a text message.

 Answer the following questions in English.

 Example: Haruo is in  ..................................................................................................................................................................... . 

 (a) He is with his  ................................................................. and his .................................................................................. . 

(2)

 (b) He is returning to Japan on  ............................................................................................................................ .

(1)

 (c) He bought you  .........................................................................................................................  as a souvenir. 

(1)

 (d) He will give it to you at  ............................................................................................................................................. .

(1)

(Total for Question 2 = 5 marks)

Canada
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Reading the newspaper

3  You are helping your friend to translate some Japanese words which she found in the 
newspaper.

 Put a cross      in the box which has the correct translation.

A B C D E F G H I

Example: Japan

(i) United Kingdom

(ii) music

(iii) weather

(iv) China

(v) railways

(Total for Question 3 = 5 marks)



6

*P42179A0620*

Helping a friend

4  Your friend has asked you to help him to complete an email about himself.

 Choose the words from the box below and write in the correct letter.

Example: ......................

(i) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

8:30 (ii) .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3:30 (iii) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(iv) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (v) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 4 = 5 marks)

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

A
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An advertisement

5  Read the advert. 

 Put a cross      in the two correct boxes. 

 (i) This is an advertisement for…

A hats

B shoes

C skirts

D shirts

 Put a cross      in the correct box. 

 (ii) They were bought…

A

2 weeks ago

B

2 months ago

C

2 years ago

 (iii) What should you do if you want one?

A

write a letter

B

make a phone call

C

send an email

060-683-9572 ym@edmail.jp
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 (iv) What is Mr Yamada then going to do?

A

send you a form

B

send you a photo

C

send you his address

 (Total for Question 5 = 5 marks)
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Interviews at the cinema

6  You are interviewing people at the cinema. Below is a list of their responses.

 Match the Japanese to the English.

Write the correct letter in the box.

Example: It was interesting. A
(i) I didn’t understand it very well.

(ii) Do read the book before you watch it.

(iii) Children should not watch it.

(iv) I don’t even want to think about it.

(v) It is boring.

(Total for Question 6 = 5 marks)

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 
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Job vacancy

7 Read the job vacancy notice. 

 Put a cross      in the correct box.

 (i) They are looking for a…

A

secretary

B

bus driver

C

cleaner

 (ii) You will work at a…

A

company

B

school

C

hospital

 (iii) How many shifts do you work each day?

A

1

B

2

C

3
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 (iv) The days off are Saturdays and…

A

Tuesdays

B

Wednesdays

C

Thursdays

 (v) What does your salary depend on?

A

experience

B

location

C

qualifications

 (Total for Question 7 = 5 marks)



14

*P42179A01420*

Help with reading kanji

8 Your friend, Emily, was reading about places in Japan.

 You have been asked to re-write kanji into hiragana. Put a cross      in the correct box 
to match them.

A B C D E F G H I

Example: 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv)  

(v) 

(Total for Question 8 = 5 marks)

A 

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I
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Iriomote Island

9  Read the following passage about Iriomote Island.

 

90%
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 Answer the following questions in English.

 (a) In which prefecture is Iriomote Island? 
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (b) How many people live on the island?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (c) Why is there no space for an airport on the island?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (d) What is the main mode of transport on the island?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (e) (i) What is in front of the primary school?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  (ii) What is its purpose?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (f ) When is the weather on the island warm?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (g) Name two sports you can enjoy on the island.
(2)

1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (h) Why is the island famous?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 9 = 10 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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