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Answer Question 1 in Section A and either Question 2 or Question 3 in Section B.
SECTION A
(COMPULSORY)
1. This question is about the problems of the Weimar Republic, 1919-1929.
Study the sources below and then answer the questions which follow each source. [20]

Source A

[Clerks carrying the daily wages for factory workers in baskets full of bank notes (July 1923)]

(a) Use Source A and your own knowledge to describe the problems facing the German
economy in 1923. [3]
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Source B

In 1924 Stresemann agreed the Dawes Plan with the USA. This made reparation payments
easier for Germany. The Dawes Plan did much to restore confidence in the German economy
and foreign investment poured in, especially from the USA.

[Adapted from a school textbook by Stephen Lee, Weimar and Nazi Germany (1996)]

(b)  Use the information in Source B and your own knowledge to explain how Stresemann dealt
with the problem of reparations. (4]
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Source C

By the death of Stresemann Germany has lost her most able statesman. In 1923 Germany
seemed to be in ruins, the French were in the Ruhr and the currency had collapsed. Then he
took over and under his leadership Germany has become orderly and prosperous, and in the
affairs of Europe she has an important place.

[From an obituary notice which appeared in the British newspaper The Times
on 4 October 1929, following the death of Stresemann]

(c) How useful is Source C as evidence to an historian studying the achievements of
Stresemann?

Explain your answer using the source and your own knowledge. [5]
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Source D

The period 1924-1929 was far from golden for Germany. Stresemann’s policies were short-
term solutions. They did not solve Germany’s problems in the long-term. He just made things
seem better.

[From a school history text book by Dale Banham & Christopher Culpin,
Germany, 1918-1945 (2004)]

(d) In Source D the authors are suggesting that Stresemann did not really solve Germany’s
problems.
Is this a valid interpretation?

In your answer you should use your own knowledge of the topic, refer to the other relevant
sources in this question, and consider how the author came to this interpretation. [8]
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SECTION B

Answer either Question 2 or Question 3.

2. This question is about the rise of the Nazis and their consolidation of power, 1929-1934.

Study the information below and then answer the questions which follow. [25]

INFORMATION

The political situation in Germany was unstable during the early
1930s. This illustration shows the German parliament in flames.

(a) (1) What was the Reichstag fire? [2]
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(ii)) Explain how the SA dealt with opposition to the Nazis. [4]

(iii)) How important was the Enabling Act in the Nazi consolidation of power? [5]
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(b) (i) Describe what happened during the Night of the Long Knives. [3]

(ii) Explain how the death of Hindenburg increased Hitler’s power. (4]
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(c) Was the Great Depression the main reason why the Nazis came to power in 1933?
Explain your answer fully. [7]
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3. This question is about Germany during the Second World War, 1939-1945.

Study the information below and then answer the questions which follow. [25]

INFORMATION

The lives of German people changed during the Second World War.
This illustration shows the punishment of opponents.

(a) (i) What was the Final Solution? [2]
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(i) Explain how the Nazis controlled the economy during the war. [4]

(ii1)) How important was propaganda during the war? [5]
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(b) (i) Describe the condition of many German cities by May 1945. [3]

(ii)) Explain why opposition and resistance groups developed within Germany during the
war years. [4]
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(c) Was life on the Home Front in Germany one of hardship throughout the war years?
Explain your answer fully. [7]
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