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Coursework units 

This handbook is designed to accompany the OCR GCSE History Pilot specification for 
teaching from September 2009. 
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UNIT B872 LOCAL HISTORY INVESTIGATION: 
SAMPLE 1 

“How far do you agree that Sir Walter Raleigh Gilbert deserves to be 
commemorated in Bodmin more than James Henry Finn?” 

Commentary

The candidate has been encouraged to adopt a comparative and explanatory 
approach through a question that requires comparing the relative worth of two 
contrasting local figures. Even so, there might still have been a temptation to devote 
most of the answer to biographies or narrative. This candidate has not done that. The 
response attempts a valid comparison and, although there is some repetition, it is 
generally well focused and relevant. A number of sources and interpretations have 
also been utilised and subjected to critical appraisal, although this is a little 
mechanistic and simplistic at times, eg. assuming a local historian is bound to be 
more reliable than a newspaper.  

The significance of both past and present is considered and the candidate is not 
afraid of making judgements about the relative worth of both candidates even if these 
are often based on everyday emotions and lack real maturity. The points made are 
often substantiated. Better candidates might have ended up less clear cut in their 
judgements by recognising better the context of their ages and circumstances, and 
the evaluation of source utility and reliability might have been a little less mechanistic. 
Despite this, however, a genuinely comparative and explanatory approach has been 
adopted with efficient deployment of much of the material. 

Mark: High Band 4: 42 
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UNIT B872 LOCAL HISTORY INVESTIGATION: 
SAMPLE 2 

“Are the practice trenches at Bodelwyddan still significant today?” 

Commentary

An interesting assignment that has attracted interest from as far away as Canada. 
The theme offers scope for a real probing of the meaning and significance of the 
trenches and their context. The candidate partly succeeds. 

The response starts promisingly with an efficient account of the nature of the 
trenches, their importance and current status but then partly loses its way.   It 
becomes rather scrap-bookish in places with isolated sections on new technology, 
Remembrance Day and changes after World War 1. By this stage, the link with the 
local remains of trenches seems quite tenuous and is certainly not made explicit in 
the account.  For example, there is no obvious link between the specific title and a 
picture of women working in an aircraft factory during World War 1. A few sources 
are used but largely illustratively. Things improve towards the end. The summary 
does contain a valid, worthwhile if unsophisticated judgement on current significance 
and the last section (the letter) does illustrate the importance of some of the local 
issues in a wider context. 

Overall, though, the selection of material could have been stronger and more explicit 
consideration could have been given to the significance (using criteria to measure it) 
at the time and today. There may even have been an opportunity for a local survey 
on what the graves and trenches mean to the local community today.

Mark: Mid Band 4: 38 
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UNIT B872 LOCAL HISTORY INVESTIGATION: 
SAMPLE 3 

Should the D-day slipways at Beacon Quay play a significant role in the 
development of Torquay’s heritage industry? 

Commentary

A good piece of work probing the significance at the time of D-day in the context of 
the Second World War, the role played by Torquay and the current situation. The 
significance today is often a weaker element of local history work but this assignment 
addresses this strongly. Although the conclusion is rather a negative one in that the 
current significance is limited, the background to the lack of importance in the 
slipways and the degree of ignorance are examined thoroughly.  

The viewpoints of a range of stakeholders have been analysed including veterans, 
local people, the Council and English Heritage, and the candidate has not been 
afraid to come to judgements including comparing attitudes towards the slipway with 
other local developments. Personal reflection is a fairly strong feature of this 
assignment.   The wider context is also not ignored.  Although criteria for significance 
are not identified explicitly, the candidate does discuss three key World War II events 
– the Battle of Britain, the Battle of the Atlantic as well as D-day - and assesses their 
relative importance particularly as “turning points”. This discussion also shows a 
recognition of the interlinkage of events. 

Overall the work is well written with a sizeable amount of analysis.  The issue of 
significance permeates most of the work and the conclusion is a valid one following 
logically from the evidence provided. It is clear that the candidate has been motivated 
and engaged by this activity. This written assignment was also accompanied by 
some pictorial and diagrammatic material on the local situation including surviving 
evidence.

Mark: High Band 5: 49 
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UNIT B873 INTERNATIONAL HISTORY: SAMPLE 1 

“The 2004 commemoration of D-day was the largest event of its kind for any 
Second World War event”.  Does this statement prove D-day is as 
internationally significant now as it was then? 

Commentary 

The assignment is a good one in the sense that it allows the candidate to engage 
head on with the issue of significance, to probe a range of interpretations and to 
address motives, beliefs and attitudes at the time and later.  This candidate has 
produced an impressive piece of work that looks at issues from a truly international 
perspective and harnesses a range of evidence into a coherent analytical account.  

Use is made of a variety of evidence including academic historians, the media and 
even Normandy visitors to the school. The contradictory nature of interpretations is 
well understood as is the mythology associated with some viewpoints. There is 
clearly a good grasp of the wider context and changing attitudes and beliefs.  
Judgements are supported by well chosen evidence. It is relevant throughout.   
Criteria are used for measuring significance and some attempt is made to link 
judgements to some of those criteria. The whole business of D-day celebrations is 
placed in a wider time continuum and a wide range of dimensions is covered 
including the entertainment and commercial side of the events.  

Overall, it is difficult to see how this could be improved given that the candidate has 
written this response efficiently within a recommended word total.  Perhaps touching 
on the commemoration of other events linked to World War II would have been 
worthwhile to place D-day in the wider context of other commemorations which would 
have been appropriate given the exact wording of the question. 

Mark: High Band 5:50 
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UNIT B873 INTERNATIONAL HISTORY: SAMPLE 2 

Devise a series of programmes focusing on the significance of the Vietnam 
War

Commentary

A valid and worthwhile theme on a popular international issue. The candidate is 
largely successful if a little crude and careless in the communication. Whilst there is a 
fairly strong emphasis on the USA, it does cover a broader international canvas than 
this in terms of impact, eg. Australia as well as internally within Vietnam and South 
East Asia.

The assignment shows reasonable skills of selection and deployment.  The different 
“programmes” make sense and there is sound justification for including and 
excluding many of the themes. The range of material selected also demonstrates a 
good grasp of the issues and content associated with the Vietnam War. Although not 
made explicit the candidate does have some understanding of what makes 
something significant, even if no real distinction is made between significance and 
impact. Nevertheless, good attempts are made to discuss both short and longer-term 
impact. These aspects are discussed throughout the assignment. Nor is the 
candidate afraid to come to their own conclusions and make their own judgements – 
often supported by valid evidence. There is recognition of different interpretations but 
this is not given much prominence in this particular piece of work. 

Although a strong piece of work, the focus on significance, especially the broader 
international significance, might have been a bit more detailed and there could have 
been a little bit more consideration of more interpretations. 

Mark: High Band 4: 42 
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UNIT B873 INTERNATIONAL HISTORY: SAMPLE 3 

a) What is the significance of the development and abolition of the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade? 

b) Should Britain apologise for its role in the Transatlantic Slave Trade? 

Commentary

The assignment consists of two questions but the second in particular provides 
plenty of scope for candidates’ viewpoints. This assignment demonstrates a good 
understanding by the candidate of the issues with a broad and varied range of 
content. Whilst largely accurate there are a few generalisations that would have 
benefited from some qualification. Although a little mechanistic in places, the 
candidate identifies criteria for measuring “significance” and then selects material to 
support some of these criteria. The selection is reasonably judicious and well 
substantiated. There is a sizeable focus on the British dimension but the wider 
implications are considered, including the effects on the African nations themselves. 
Both short and longer-term effects are addressed as well as a good range of types of 
impact.

The overall assignment is rather long and at times a bit slipshod. The grammar could 
also have been improved. It could have been a bit more punchy. At times there is 
almost too much evidence so that it appears more like a laundry list of effects. The 
second part of this assignment has many strengths. A balanced range of viewpoints 
are provided with each well substantiated. The candidate ends with personal 
opinions which are fairly well expressed and follow logically from the evidence.  

Although a strong assignment, it could have been improved slightly with a sharper 
focus in places and the drawing of substantiating evidence from a wider range of 
places such as comparisons between Britain and elsewhere in Europe. 

Mark: Low Band 5: 45 
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UNIT B873 INTERNATIONAL HISTORY: SAMPLE 4 

a) What is the significance of the development and abolition of the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade? 

b) Should Britain apologise for its role in the Transatlantic Slave Trade? 

Commentary

This is the same assignment as Sample 5 but is less successful overall although a 
number of very good points are made and there is a sound general grasp of many of 
the issues. An attempt is made to identify some criteria and to group some 
information around these criteria. The issue of causation is addressed seriously and 
the broader African and European context receives some consideration. At times, 
though, the response is too descriptive and points do not flow well together into a 
smooth, coherent discussion. There are a sizeable number of non-sequiturs. It also 
lacks substantiating evidence. It leaves a fair amount of assertion and vagueness 
when specific examples would have helped clarify the points being made. It also 
lacks the breadth of Sample 5, eg. omitting much that is related to cultural 
significance. Nevertheless, some valid points are made in the conclusion to the first 
part.

The second part of the assignment is rather brief but it demonstrates enough 
evidence of an understanding of both sides and the dilemma caused by the “apology” 
argument.  It also shows a grasp of the causal link between slavery and some current 
issues. Credit also needs to be given for some valid analogies even if these would 
benefit from further development and explanation. 

Mark: Low Band 4: 35 
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UNIT B877   WHOSE HISTORY? PRESENTING THE 
PAST: SAMPLE 1 

(a) In what different ways has King John been represented and interpreted? 
(b) Why has King John been represented and interpreted in different ways? 

Commentary

The specification makes clear that this unit should be approached through two key 
questions.  This assignment does this in a very straightforward way, supplying four 
different representations of King John, in four different forms. In the first part of the 
response, this candidate uses good contextual knowledge of John’s reign and 
character to comment on the four sources.  The analyses may lack depth (and the 
candidate obviously misunderstands Source 1), but they do all move on from the 
specifics in the source to make reasonable general points.  The first paragraph of 
Section (b) shows that the candidate clearly understands that John’s reputation 
changed over time, and that this depended on the standpoints of the authors of the 
interpretations.  However, much of this part of the answer veers away from analysing 
the representations as interpretations into evaluating them as sources. This leads to 
a focus on issues of reliability, when a much more appropriate focus would have 
examined the purpose of each interpretation. The cartoon, for example, Source Four, 
is approached as if looking for reliable evidence of John’s reign. Because it is a 
cartoon, the candidate does not take it seriously as an interpretation of how John was 
viewed by the mid-20th century. The assignment would work well if the distinction 
between source and interpretation, (or representation) were made clear from the start 
and that this unit is about the latter.  

Mark: High Band 4: 42 
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UNIT B880 A SOCIETY IN DEPTH: SAMPLE 1 
(a) How�far�was�Martin�Luther�King�responsible�for�the�advancements�in�the�Civil�Rights�

Campaign�in�the�1950s�and�1960s?�
(b) America�was�regarded�as�the�Land�of�Liberty�and�opportunity.��Do�you�agree?�

Explain��how�each�source�shows�the�diversity�of�experience�in�America��between�1941�
and�1973.�

Commentary

This coursework unit requires two sections to the assignment, one examining the role 
of an individual and the other evaluating some sources. The two parts to this 
assignment link well together. The introductory statement in part (b) provides a 
welcome sense of purpose to the source evaluation, which can become dry and 
meaningless.  The part (a) response could do with an overview of the nature of the 
civil rights problems in the USA in the 1950s and of what the movement achieved. As 
it is, it jumps into the details of King’s actions in Montgomery without any explanation 
of why a bus boycott was called.  The first part of the response lacks any 
paragraphing, too. However, the comparisons with the three other leaders work well 
in weighing up King’s role.  The last paragraph shows that the candidate has learned 
a lot and can stand back at that point and make a judgement. The sources in part (b) 
show a good range, from texts, to statistics, to fiction. The response to part (b) is 
better than to part (a), with good contextual knowledge being used to explain the 
details of the evidence. This response deals with them individually although it would 
have been good to see the candidate draw some conclusions together at the end, 
using the evidence of the sources to comment on the proposition in the question in 
order to move further up the levels.  

Mark: Band 4: 40
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