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OCR has produced these candidate style answers to support teachers in interpreting the
assessment criteria for the new GSCE specifications and to bridge the gap between new
specification release and availability of exemplar candidate work.

This content has been produced by senior OCR examiners, with the support of the Qualification
Manager, to illustrate how the sample assessment questions might be answered and provide some
commentary on what factors contribute to an overall grading. The candidate style answers are not
written in a way that is intended to replicate student work but to demonstrate what a “good” or
“excellent” response might include, supported by examiner commentary and conclusions.

As these responses have not been through full moderation and do not replicate student work, they
have not been graded and are instead, banded “medium” or “high” to give an indication of the level
of each response.

Please note that this resource is provided for advice and guidance only and does not in any way
constitute an indication of grade boundaries or endorsed answers.

7(a) Study Source C. How far does this source explain the effects of the Wall Street
Crash? Use the source and your knowledge to explain your answer.

Candidate style answer Examiner’s commentary

This sowrce a?///aﬁn/g/ describes one a// the effocts (J/ the Wall Sireet
%{M% - When Wall Siveet crashed on 29" g Otober 1929 thowsands 0/
businesses wenl bust o had lo @/ (7?/ workers. Withoat wages mmf}ny o
many. /m@/zk couldn’t a%w// lo /my their way and had to leave theor

. Ao
made oul o /ém'aw malerials — ’;ﬂ(/{l{é’/ﬂ lboaes, melal cans, 4///!('//4 o/
cardboard or old lar feafior. i @77/()?[/// were a////fer P

C‘%ﬁwm; the aé)«—}wfﬁl}ny/ /A«Wk&mé because /ma/ﬁa blamed fhim /7/4! lthe

High level response

This answer uses contextual knowledge
effectively to explain the source. The
candidate explains the effects of the Wall
Street Crash — workers losing their jobs and
therefore their homes and being forced to live
in Hoovervilles — and links this clearly to the
public perception of President Hoover as the

Wes were liny and

fromes and g0 lo live in Ho

sclualion //1)/{1 were in because fhe dvd //o/%/my lo /W/// lhem.

C%{(/(»/Ue)r, lhis was nol the 0%/{7 (»/%»{/ housands 0/ banks %{/ﬂ/ lbecause

%ey frad Wré/md// g /0/44 sfeec 7 // e in lhe

J(l/mélwy @y@{%m %//, /,()0//4) hegar lo 01y, %a/m@ / 77 7

meant many //4%7’7%’ lost thedr .'VI/UI‘///W which is not mentioned in lhe source.
1% %

M{/% s

Farmers albo W(’(I//?y 511/%}/0!(’1/ lbecawse the 19205 had nol been thal kind lo
lhem yoay. 2 ¢ 9 /’MV([/ lheir ﬁw/}(/yaym lo the banks and
lheir /@Mnﬁ were 7{%04&(%&(%/ Some sel 0/ /4/14: %yaﬁ%wm{a lo ﬁfy lo yf{/ﬁéé
/M//Z /uk%f}//y,

“do-nothing president”. Contextual knowledge
is used to explain two effects of the Wall Street
Crash that cannot be ascertained from the
source — the failure of the banks and problems
in farming. The candidate has understood the
source well and has used contextual
knowledge of the effects of the Wall Street
Crash to assess the “how far” element of the
question.
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7(a) Study Source C. How far does this source explain the effects of the Wall Street
Crash? Use the source and your knowledge to explain your answer.

Candidate style answer

Examiner’s commentary

Iy the 19305 the Wall Siveet Crash of 1929 frul limerica in a
deppwession. Yoople were homeless and had to live in Hoovervilles because
they could not afford to fray the morlyage and had lost their homes. In
the source it tolls us about Ho - o de them as the ’;1/}:(40/04
a/ﬂy frowse, " jo %%/ were very small,

This lells s a litlle aboud the effects of the Wall Siveet Crash but it
doesn’l el us aboul the bank cvisis, frrobloms for farmers ox any olfer

emprorlant e/%c{i.

Medium level response

This answer uses contextual knowledge to
explain why people had to live in the
accommodation described in the source. The
candidate then identifies one further effect of
the Wall Street Crash not given in the source —
the bank crisis - and writes that there were
problems for farmers, though the nature of the
problems is not specified. This answer does
not explain the banking crisis; this could have
been done by reference to the banks calling in
outstanding loans, to people losing confidence
in the banks and withdrawing their money and
to banks having to stop trading. To gain credit
for the reference to farmers, the candidate
needed to be specific about the nature of the
problem and then explain the problem.
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answer.

7 (b) Study Source D. Does this photograph prove that Hoover’s policies did little to help
people during the Depression? Use the source and your own knowledge to explain your

Candidate style answer

Examiner’s commentary

s sounce shows some childven % Bonus Mearchers 4?/1/7/417 /y}z
money as //WA/ wadl ﬁae lheir %///mq lo welurn. The PBonus Marchers
were men who had fought in the First World War and who asked for
their bonus frayment early because many of them were facing starvation.
ey 7 the White Howse. Hoover would not

Jray the bonus early. Snstead he ashed e AMe Anthur to
them and Me luthur convinced himse Y with little or no evidence that
lhe marchers were commundst. WMMJ and wsed lear gas and burnt down
their camp. Hoover did nol admdl he had made @ mistake and instead
“thanked God the US A stitl binew how to deal with a mob.” I
looked like ho didn’t care about the Slmerican peofile; tese mon had
Joaght for their country and now when they needed heth Hoover
wouldn't give them any. Hoover filt they houtd heth themseloves, he

on 7
g

Hoover was nol an entirely do . He sel upp the
Reconstruction Finance company lo hoth frrofe upp banks and he cat
. However, he was
againit the basic Republican frolicies. e belioved that
nol ¢, Z s lives so e did very lithle to
hotp ordinary preople. Hence in the source it says, " Hard limes are

tlawes lo lry and sle

le J&)yﬂ

n Z or in
7

éwzmmy over us.

e conclusion this does not Srrove that Hoover did
litlle lo fieth freofite because we know fie did lry lo do somelhing.
SHoswover, the source shows that Hoover did not do enough lo hetf

High level response

The candidate displays detailed contextual
knowledge relating to the photograph, and has
used this knowledge effectively to explain how
the photograph shows that Hoover did little to
help this particular group of people during the
Depression. Commentary about the plight of
the Bonus Marchers has been linked to
Hoover’s belief in rugged individualism and
also to the perception that he did not care
about the American people. The candidate
balances the argument by using contextual
knowledge to explain the positive help offered
by Hoover.
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answer.

7(b) Study Source D. Does this photograph prove that Hoover’s policies did little to help
people during the Depression? Use the source and your knowledge to explain your

Candidate style answer

Examiner’s commentary

Sowrce D is a ficture of livo childwen in a Hooverville. S bet

lhem are segns ‘Hoover's lobacco /4//%1/ " and “Hard limes are /mzmc/my
over ws. T suggests that Hoover, the R
freople. Peing a Reprublican, he docsn’t beliove that the state should hofh
Jrecfile, cven when lhoy are in froverly, like thoy are in the filiolo. e was
ado that the economy wenl around in
eyctes of boom and bust and thal frosfierily was just around the corner.
He belioved in Refuudblican frolicies and thought that §f he hefped loc
much be lo work and heth themselves.

can, tn'l

(Il%ﬂ

Medium level response

This answer focuses upon the conditions of
poverty shown in the photograph. The
candidate has used contextual knowledge to
explain how Hoover did nothing to help the
people like those shown in the photograph
because of his Republican policy of self-help.
However, the candidate has only looked at the
negative side here; consideration has not been
given to ways in which Hoover tried to help.
Examples of positive help could be explanation
of the role of the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation, money given by Hoover’s
government for a building programme to
provide new jobs and Hoover’s attempts to
encourage business leaders not to cut wages.
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7(c) Study Source E. What is the message of this cartoon? Use the source and your

knowledge to explain your answer.

Candidate style answer

Examiner’s commentary

e message (/ Whis cantoon és that Hoover's //M'r/h) frawve %I/I//(/ and the
— K ey

US hhas crashed. %0041’//1?// “ me lo late lhe (/M‘/IM‘/IIy seal tn //)4//4//7 lo
solve lhe ('1)4/4//?/{4/ s /M/:/pmw i és shown in the source /y @ man

onl; g Roos aboul /u{ye/ in @ molor-car labollod the “U.S.
He is 2 g 7 fots yfﬁ/)ny/ lo sorl oul the mess. He is the
new drever a/ the calmﬂ/dm I the éar@a@aﬁ@/ President Hoover és
MmW a,wa/z{ %ﬂm the scene. Fpom my Mﬂw&@e I henow that this és
trwe because Roosevell won a ¢ /w'f/}wy in the election. The

o/ Clomerica seemed lo litke his democratic idoas o/ “wclive
yowmmmmn/ " and //wy seemed w{//l}n;/ lo ///v(z/ vat his ‘New Doal” that he

High level response

This answer focuses immediately on the
question asked. The first sentence clearly
gives the message of the cartoon. The
candidate then uses details from the cartoon
to support the message. This is followed by
clear and relevant contextual knowledge to
support the message. This answer is an
excellent example of how to tackle a “what is
the message” question. There is an ideal
structure in this response —

Message
Cartoon support for message
Contextual knowledge support for message.

OCR GCSE History B




knowledge to explain your answer.

7(c) Study Source E. What is the message of this cartoon? Use the source and your

Candidate style answer

Examiner’s commentary

I the cartoon O can see a man

"/a//%/ '/r///@i‘ 2

labelled US with a fed ufp man driving il and « man with Hoover on
o fis s R /. the
car is the US and the labielled man is Hoover. Hoover is ranning
awway in the ofpfrosite direclion, as he wants lo get away from lhe hard

, @ car

fots back M/m////’my/ away. e man

(1}0/}’74 .

7/ mesiage 0/ the cartoon is that R, “

ng over
g ove lhe ¢

Medium level response

The first paragraph of this answer is a low level
only as the candidate has only described the
surface features of the source. The candidate
has not yet focused the answer on the actual
question “What is the message of this
cartoon?”

In the second paragraph the candidate gives a
message but it is not the ‘main’ message
intended by the cartoonist. It is important that
the candidate, through interpretation of the
cartoon, finds the main message.

Candidates should avoid beginning their
answers to this type of question with a
description of what they can see in the source;
this is not what the question asks for. They
need to focus immediately upon the main
message of the cartoon and use the cartoon
details and their contextual knowledge to
support their interpretation.
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9(a) Describe what Roosevelt did in the first Hundred Days of his Presidency.

Candidate style answer Examiner’s commentary
R, / @ huge of legistation lo lry and heth High level response
Clericans, e closed all e banks for four days and hon backed The candidate has clearly demonstrated the

5000 banks lo show Omericans their iy was ﬂ% Oyliy{we
immediale %WMIM M(/ lo those who needed it %/aaﬂé O% R oA,
fyéymw/;rw chals on the radio lo instell ¢

ability to recall factual knowledge here. The
candidate has given four relevant aspects and
fidence in hmericars. | supporting detail for some aspects. The
answer is well focused upon the question’s
requirements.
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9(a) Describe what Roosevelt did in the first Hundred Days of his Presidency.

Candidate style answer

Examiner’s commentary

He gave %7(%{2{6 chats to O,

ca. He b

make CUmerd trwst fom.

7/
the

de chals

Medium level response

This answer gives one relevant aspect “fireside
chats”, with supporting detail. The candidate
does need to demonstrate knowledge of other
aspects of Roosevelt’s first Hundred Days.
This could include the Alphabet Agencies, the
granting of emergency powers from Congress
and the scale of the legislation introduced.
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9(b) Explain why the New Deal was opposed by Republicans.

Candidate style answer

Examiner’s commentary

%ﬁm}% 0/%{1«1@% the Now Deal because many 0/ them were

businessmen and %00// didn’t litke schemes litke the VRO which set out
%LM' wages and limited workers’ howrs. This was wéwm(fz/ but / %%
/amm/ the scheme il meant /%fﬂ/ frad lo /gm/ thedr workers more and this

would cal into lheir ///{%Zt

C\%#My/ R, cans that 0/ were froor i was lbecause %e/y
ndtve ’ . 0%4/ didn’t beliove thal

V% V7,

tho govesnment shouwld give thom heth because it would make
on the slate all the lime.

Repatlicans alio claimed that R was acling dike a diclator with
tis New Doal and he was lrying lo make the g vond loo

.
07717/ said that the TVA and 0/ Vf% O sechemes were /}le litke the

¢ sl ec c /o y g 0/%6 @//Oyéy.% %@y belioved that lhe
IV ¢ Wi ¢ Tion for frrivade c ?

High level response

This answer focuses immediately upon the
question. Each paragraph has a developed
explanation of why the Republicans opposed
the New Deal — their role as businessmen, their
belief in rugged individualism and their distaste
for any policy that gave the government too
much power.
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9(b) Explain why the New Deal was opposed by Republicans.

Candidate style answer

Examiner’s commentary

%/WM'(‘MM %0474[ the Now g\aa/a,%/mﬁe[ WO&&I were %MW loo
much money. 077@/ sad ol was nol /4%';5 lo matke aM/ﬁ/ /Wﬁ/éz /MVOI/ /zeyé
lawes and then wse lhe money lo /my froor /ﬁ//&/ﬁ %W a/,cmy fwl///}//y or lo do

VWI;VL%M /l) s litke Mmy fetgeons.

Medium level response

The answer clearly explains why Republicans
opposed the New Deal —the focus here is on
money being wasted. However, this is the only
reason given and explained here; this type of
question requires more than one reason to be
explained. Candidates could also explain that
Republicans opposed the New Deal because
they believed in self-help and rugged
individualism, because they believed that
Roosevelt was acting like a dictator and
because they felt that some of the New Deal
schemes were unfair competition for private
companies.
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9(c) How far was the New Deal successful in helping all Americans? Explain your answer.

Candidate style answer

Examiner’s commentary

he New Deal was successfil in hofing some lmericans, but not all.
97 the
Coviian Conservation Corps and the Public Werks Aldmindstration.
The CCC gave jols lo single men under that age of 25; thoy cleared
land, filanted trees lo slofs soil blowing away and strenglhencd river banks
%w %ad control. The PWEH created millions 0/;;'054 44/ wstng
government money lo budld dams, bridges, roads, schools and airforts.
e TVA conc on deams on the Tennessee River,
This sollved the frroblems in the aroa whore the wiver would flood in the
wol season bul there would be hardly any water in the dyy season. The
TVEA work meant that the dyy land coutd be irrigated and frower
slations were buill al the dams lo frrovide cheafs dlectricily. OH alio created

such as the

JZ//' 7%@4%/0@ gl sc

thowsands 0/ mew/})/m,

he CAAA (lgricultural djustment lgency) hefhed
Jarmers as il fraid thom lo frroduce less food. This forced firices upe and
7933 and 1939. Tfre A A A
gave farmens advice on fiow lo frrolect their soil and fow lo moderndse
thecr %/mm‘

e FER A lo stof of froor Jrom starving by
foroviding emergency welicf. $500 million was spent on soups fitchens and

some " encomes

a

/eﬁ/&/e were also y{/’u{%@ Ulankels and o/a//l/ny

OQ/%Wﬁ the Now @m/a,/w/ (m(h/)ﬂ/g/ /w% some G%m«wd’mw, i dvd
nol 40//& lhem all. .@]J’élaé Clmericans stell, ﬁa)@/ discrimenalion and
racism. Some New Deal aywwted would nol ym'xe work lo black ﬁ(m/{/@
or gave them lower wages. %oamp//f %4%«/ lo /am covdl //4%/2 laws,
/m/%[rkw/ﬂ///ﬂ/ an a////////’—é/ﬁréf'my laww. e said that fhe needed the stfofeorl %
the Democratic congresimen in the soulh lo carry J////«O(/y/& the News
Doal and. %F?/ were very much o//wdeﬂ/ lo covdl. M"g/{[i /04( black /fw/té
e Social O%mz//cf/;y Aot dicd not //ﬁ//i/ all the //fﬁ///@ ol wwas meand lo.
@l&l/ﬂﬂ/// were excluded, %ﬂm social. M(‘/Mq/?/. Slate /?mwmﬁwwmﬂ were

wx/m}/m/ /57 the acl lo /ﬁ/ﬂ and their (k/bwflf%/r//
childwen, bul a number % slates tried lo avord, 7 g this Jy i ) %
olher condilions such as no ﬁw wilh i 77 chut .
Ao 7z %A(m and < were eax ﬁm/m
social. Mlﬂ%/;%

I conclusion, il is clear that the New Deal did hethp a lod of
Clmericans, but ¢ wot all of them. Niative Slmericans
remained froor and exclided, oven though the New Deal had introduced
two acls lo hedf thom, the Sndian R salion Ol and the
SIndian Reservation et Even though the New Deal hefed froople

lhe economy soon went back into recession when Roosovelt cut y’uwu/&n{y
on il in 1937.n sfte a/ all the /aﬁd /WMM JZ/ the Now Deal there
were still siv million (1/WM4»0/ in 1947, and i was GW/Z/ the 19/ @7@9/

ywny lo war that solved the o s

High level response

This is a detailed response to the question.
The candidate sets the scene by stating in the
opening paragraph that the New Deal was
successful in helping some Americans, but not
all. The first paragraph focuses on how the
New Deal helped unemployed people, the
second upon the problems solved by the TVA,
the third upon the help given to farmers and
the fourth upon poor people. Each paragraph
clearly explains how the New Deal helped a
particular section of American society. The
candidate has a detailed knowledge of the
New Deal and has used this effectively to
explain the success of the New Deal in helping
some Americans.

The candidate then balances the answer by
looking at the other side of the argument,
“Although the New Deal did certainly help
some Americans, it did not help them all.” The
lack of help given to black people and to some
people in need of social security are both
clearly explained.

The final paragraph evaluates “how far” the
New Deal was successful by demonstrating
that even where the New Deal introduced
legislation that was successful, it was not
totally successful. The examples given and
explained here relate to the Native Americans,
to the return to recession when New Deal
funding was reduced and to unemployment.
The answer has a very clear and effective
structure, focused upon addressing both sides
of the argument.
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9(c) How far was the New Deal successful in helping all Americans? Explain your answer.

Candidate style answer

Examiner’s commentary

The New Deal hethed lots of Shmerican frecple. Sehemes suck as the
The Neww Vel hetped foope who live in the Tennessee Valloy area
by builiing dams. This meant the river no / lroyi

Vet lund, thery had dloctricity and in the aroa now hadjobs
Uhrough working for the TVES,

o the New deal was duaxm/// o /A«M}(My{ /ﬁda and. 4&%

lo geve

Medium level response

This is a relatively brief response, but it does
focus very clearly upon the success of the
New Deal in helping Americans. The
candidate has briefly explained how
unemployed people were helped, and has
given more developed explanations of the help
given to people in the Tennessee Valley area
and to industrial workers.

However, the answer is unbalanced; it focuses
only upon showing how the New Deal helped
Americans. No consideration is given to how
the New Deal did not help all Americans and
therefore the candidate has not addressed the
“how far” aspect of the question.

The candidate should have considered how
the New Deal did not help all Americans; this
could include explaining to what extent the
New Deal did not help black Americans,
Native Americans, women and the problems
still faced by industrial workers. Candidates
could also explain that the New Deal did not
deal totally with the problem of unemployment
and explain how problems ensued once
funding was cut in 1937.
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