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Source A: A description of farm workers’ houses in Dorset, in the south of England, in 1842.

Most cottages were dreadful. They had piles of filth close to the doors. In many of the cottages the
beds were on the ground floor, which was damp for much of the year. There was usually a heap of wet
and dirty potatoes in one corner. The people are generally very poor, very dirty and in rags; they live
almost completely on bread and potatoes.

Source B: The weekly expenses of a farm worker in Suffolk in 1843. He had a wife and five
children and their total income was 69p a week.

Item Cost
Bread 45p
Potatoes Sp
Butter and Cheese 3p
Tea, Sugar and Salt 3p
Soap Ip
Thread (to mend clothes) Ip
Candles, Coal and Wood for lighting and heating 5p
Rent 6p
Total Expenses per week 69p

Source C: The sentence passed by Judge Williams on the Tolpuddle Martyrs at their trial in Dorset
in 1834.

I notice that in your defence you say that you meant no harm to any person and that you intended no
criminal offence. However, there are cases where, for the safety of the public, it is necessary for us to
make an example of someone.
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Source D: A newspaper report of events in the House of Commons in April 1838 when the MP
Thomas Wakely asked for a pardon for the Tolpuddle Martyrs.

When he raised the issue of the Tolpuddle Martyrs in parliament there were as many as 400 MPs there.
He told the story of the men in a simple way. The MPs, those devils, cried when they heard it. The
great fat fellows were to be seen sobbing in all directions. They said it was a dreadful tale — but they
must support the government. When the vote was counted, 300 MPs voted against giving a pardon and
82 were for it. Amongst the 300 who voted against, were those devils who sobbed.

Source E: From an account written in 1837 by George Loveless, one of the Tolpuddle Martyrs, after
he returned from Australia.

Some convicts get kind masters who treat them as if they had feelings. But most convicts are treated
like dogs, worked from sunrise to sunset, often half naked and almost starved. I have seen men whipped
so badly their flesh flies from their back into the air. More than once, convicts have become so wretched
and weary that they have taken an axe and murdered their fellow prisoners. Their reason for this, so
they said, was to be hanged in order to end their misery.

Source F: From an anonymous letter published in an Australian newspaper in 1830. It describes
the way Patrick Logan, Commander of a penal colony, treated convicts.

On some days Logan goes round to each group of convict workers and asks the overseer to pick out the
slackers. They are tied to a tree and whipped with fifty or a hundred lashes each. On other days all the
convicts are assembled and a number are selected from each group and whipped to set an example to
the others. On one of these days this punishment started at 9a.m. and finished at sunset. About 3,300
lashes were given that day.

Source G:  From a website on Australian history, September 2008.

By the end of the 1830s many people in England and Australia thought that transportation should be
stopped. Some reasons for this were:

e By this time a lot of people who had been born in Australia believed that Australians should
govern themselves. They knew this would be impossible as long as convicts were being sent
here.

e Australian labourers found it hard to get work as long as farmers could employ convict workers
without having to pay them.
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Source H: A picture of a separate system cell in Pentonville prison in the 1860s, containing a bed
and a weaving loom.
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Source I: The comments of the Reverend John Clay, the prison chaplain at Pentonville, recorded

in a book published in 1855.

A few months in the solitary cell makes the prisoner very easy to influence. The chaplain can make
the strongest prisoner cry like a child. He can work on the prisoner’s feelings in almost any way he
wants.

Source J: From an account, in 1862, by the Reverend Joseph Kingsmill, prison chaplain at
Pentonville after John Clay.

Because the prisoners are bending over whilst picking oakum, they have opportunities for long
conversations without much chance of discovery. It means the rule of silence is constantly broken.
While they are exercising, the closeness of the prisoners to each other and the noise of their feet make
talking very easy. Furthermore, the prisoners attend chapel daily, and this is a golden period of the
day for them because, by holding their books up to their faces, and pretending to read along with the
chaplain, they can carry on their conversations.
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Source K:  From Henry Mayhew’s survey of London prisons, published in 1862.

We have information from the medical officer of Pentonville prison about the number of cases of mental
illness amongst prisoners. It seems that, after 1852, when a shorter time in solitary confinement and
more exercise was introduced, the number of cases of mental illness was reduced.

However it should be noted that the average number of cases of mental illness in other prisons is only
1 per 1,000 prisoners.

Average number of cases of mental illness
per 1,000 prisoners in Pentonville

1842 — 1852 12 cases each year
1853 — 1855 5 cases each year

Date

Source L: From a report by the Royal Commission on Prisons, 1879.

At Chatham prison, prisoners threw themselves beneath the wheels of the railway wagons where they
were working in an attempt to kill themselves. For them, death was preferable to life in that dreadful
place. If they did not die, they were whipped as a punishment. The prison Governor said ‘They had
only lost an arm or a leg and so there was no reason why they should not be whipped’.

Source M:  From an article about prison reform in the nineteenth century by Janet Saunders,
published in 1986.

Ratepayers in Warwickshire objected to the building of a new county prison as an unnecessary expense.
Their only opposition to the separate system seems to have been that it was still an experiment. The
report sent to the government concerned the cost of the scheme. However, the local newspaper
supported the new prison and said that even a large expense was justified if the reform of prisoners
could be achieved.

END
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Study Sources A—M in the Sources Booklet and then read Questions 1-8 to see how they
relate to each other.

Answer ALL the questions.
1. Study Sources A and B.
What can you learn from Sources A and B about the problems farm workers and their

families faced in the early nineteenth century?
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2.

Study Source C and use your own knowledge.

Why were the men known as the Tolpuddle Martyrs transported to Australia? Use
Source C and your own knowledge to explain your answer.

Leave )
blank

N 3 6 4 9 0 A 0 4 2 0




Leave )
blank

(Total 6 marks) 7

5

T OV 0 0 R Turn over
N 3 6 4 9 0 A 0 5 2 0



3.

Study Source D.

What impression does the author of Source D give of the MPs who refused to pardon the
Tolpuddle Martyrs? Explain your answer, using Source D. ©)
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4.

Study Sources E and F.

Compare the value of Sources E and F for an enquiry into how convicts were treated while
they were in Australia.
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S.

Study Source G and use your own knowledge.

Explain why the British government ended the use of transportation as a punishment. Use
Source G and your own knowledge to explain your answer.
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Study Sources H, I and J.

How far do Sources H, I and J suggest that the separate system used in Pentonville prison
was an effective way of reforming prisoners? Explain your answer, using Sources H, I

and J.
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7.

Study Sources K and L.

How far do Sources K and L suggest that the prison system was too harsh in the nineteenth
century? Explain your answer, using Sources K and L.
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Study Sources H, K and M and use your own knowledge.
How far do you agree that concern about the expense of prisons was the main reason for

changes in the prison system in the nineteenth century? Explain your answer, using your

own knowledge, Sources H, K and M and any other sources you find helpful.
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