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Source A: From The Suffragette Movement, a book by Sylvia Pankhurst, written in 1937. Sylvia
Pankhurst was one of the leaders of the WSPU, a protest movement which campaigned
for women to get the vote.

On 15 December 1911 we used a new type of militant tactic*. Emily Wilding Davison was arrested
as she pushed a piece of linen into a post box. The linen was soaked with paraffin and burning. She
had already set fire to several other post boxes and had asked a police constable to arrest her. She had
previously informed the press of her plans. She was tried and sentenced to six months imprisonment.

*militant tactic = a protest method deliberately breaking the law

Source B: From The Standard newspaper, 1913.

No Vote, No Tax

Tax-resistance is becoming more and more common amongst supporters of votes for women. It is a
means of putting pressure on the Government. It also makes a strong public protest about the unfairness
of women being taxed in the same way as men and yet being refused the right to vote.

Source C:  From lotes for Women, a history of the suffragette campaigns by Joyce Marlow, written
in 2000.

Well-educated and confident suffragettes who were sent to prison created difficulties for prison governors
in the early twentieth century. The suffragettes were appalled by the conditions they found, not only for
themselves but also for the ordinary prisoners. Whilst in prison they complained constantly and, when
released, they wrote outraged letters to people in power. They had some success in improving prisoners’
diet and sanitary conditions, and in making some of the rules less harsh.

Source D: From a report written by Elizabeth Fry about the conditions she saw in Newgate prison
in the early nineteenth century. She visited the prison in 1813.

Nearly 300 women who had been sent there for every type of crime were crowded together. They
all slept on the floor. At times there were 120 in one room without so much as a mat for bedding.
Everything was filthy and the smell was quite disgusting.
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Source E: A photograph of a march through London organised by the WSPU in 1908. Over half a
million people gathered. 700 banners displayed the WSPU colours of purple, white and
green. At the time, this was one of the largest political demonstrations ever held.
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Source F: Purple, White and Green, a WSPU song sung by protesters on marches.

They think they’ll pile on penalties far harder than we’ve seen
And gag the shouts of those who wear the purple, white and green.
For forty years we talked and prayed, as gentle women do

And often was the Cause betrayed by men we thought were true.
But now the woman worker’s voice shouts with insistent note

For what she wants without delay — and means to have — the Vote!

Chorus

For it is the grandest movement the world has ever seen,
And we’ll win the vote for women, wearing purple, white and green.
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Source G:  From an article in the Newcastle Daily Chronicle, 11 October 1909, by Henry Brailsford,
a journalist.

On Friday night, twelve women, none of them very strong, met to plan their actions. Every one of them
then did exactly what she had promised to do, precisely at the moment she had promised to do it.

One, just before seven o’clock, made sure no one was standing behind the post office window and in
danger of injury. She then threw her stone through the glass.

I have seen brave things done by men on the battlefield among comrades. But to act quietly and alone
like this woman took more courage. These women now faced the certainty of starvation, and the torture
of forced feeding with a steel instrument between their teeth.

Source H:  From a letter sent by Lady Constance Lytton from Newecastle police station to the
newspapers in October 1909. She and eleven other protesters were held there in
custody.

Before we go through the ordeal awaiting us in Newcastle prison, we want to make it known that we
shall carry on our protest in our prison cells. We shall go on hunger strike to force the government to
choose between four alternatives: to release us in a few days; to inflict violence upon our bodies through
forced feeding; to make us martyrs* to our cause by leaving us to starve; or, and this is the best and only
wise alternative, to give women the vote.

*Martyr = someone giving up her life for a cause she believes in

Source I: A photograph published in the Daily Sketch newspaper, October 1909. This was a
re-enactment staged to show readers what it was like for suffragettes on hunger strike to
be force-fed.
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Source J: A note sent by Sir Frederick Ponsonby, King Edward VII’s secretary, to the government
minister in charge of prisons, 13 August 1909. Just before this letter, the authorities had
released thirty-seven women to avoid deaths in prison of hunger strikers. After this,
orders were issued to force-feed suffragettes on hunger-strike.

The King feels that these short periods in jail are more likely to encourage women to join the ranks of
the militant suffragettes rather than to deter them.

The King would like to know why existing methods* for dealing with prisoners who refuse food are
not being used.

* existing methods involved force-feeding

Source K:  From A History of Britain 1800—1914 by Michael Lynch, written in 1999.

The WSPU carried out a campaign of disruption which became steadily more violent. But the violence
tended to put off moderate supporters amongst both men and women. The issue of the vote was no
nearer to being settled when the First World War broke out in 1914. Mrs Emmeline Pankhurst herself
immediately called off the suffragette campaign and committed herself and the WSPU totally to the war
effort.

Source L: From Votes for Women by Diane Atkinson, written in 1988.

The women’s suffrage campaign made a huge impact on society at the time. Women proved their
strength in fund-raising, propaganda, organisation and publicity stunts. The greatest value of the
Suffragette tactics lay in the publicity they achieved, and the funds and members they gained.
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Source M: A WSPU cartoon drawn in 1913. The cartoon refers to the ‘Cat and Mouse Act’ of 1913
which allowed the government to release hunger strikers and then put them back in
prison after they had regained their strength.
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'WHAT CAT COULD:
KEEP UP WITH THIS?
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Study Sources A—M in the Sources Booklet and then read Questions 1-8 to see how they
relate to each other.

Answer ALL the questions.
1. Study Sources A and B.
What can you learn from Sources A and B about the protest methods used by campaigners

for votes for women?

()
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blank
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(Total 6 marks) 7
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2.

Study Sources C and D and use your own knowledge.

Why were prisons reformed in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries? Explain your
answer, using Sources C and D and your own knowledge.
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3.

Study Sources E and F.

Compare the value of Sources E and F for an enquiry into the WSPU’s methods and
success in attracting supporters. ™
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4.

Study Source G.

How can you tell from this source that Henry Brailsford was in sympathy with the WSPU
protesters? Explain your answer, using Source G.
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S.

Study Sources G, H and 1.

How far do Sources H and I support the impression given in Source G of the treatment the
suffragettes faced in prison? Explain your answer, using Sources G, H and L.
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6.

Study Sources H and J and use your own knowledge.

Why did the authorities use force-feeding on hundreds of suffragette prisoners? Explain
your answer, using Sources H and J and your own knowledge.
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7.

Study Sources K and L.

In what ways do these sources differ in their views about the impact of the WSPU
campaign of protest? Explain your answer, using Sources K and L.
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Study Sources H, L and M and use your own knowledge.
Do you think that the suffragettes’ success in getting publicity was the main reason why

the authorities failed to stop the suffragettes’ campaign? Explain your answer, using your

own knowledge, Sources H, L and M and any other sources you find helpful.
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