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Paper A1: Britain, c.1815 – c.1850


SOURCES A–C FOR QUESTION 1


Source A: An M.P. describes his election to parliament at the beginning of the nineteenth century.


The fact is that yesterday morning between 11 and 12 am I was unanimously elected by one voter 
to represent this ancient borough in Parliament.  There was no other candidate, no opposition, no 
vote demanded.  On Friday morning I shall leave this triumphant scene with flying colours and a 
determination not to see it again in less than seven years.
 


Source B: Thomas Cochrane, son of the Earl of Dundonald, describes his election to the House of 
Commons in the early nineteenth century.


Permission was given for me to provide a public supper for my constituents.  This was converted into 
a public treat; not only for my supporters, but for my opponents, their wives, children and friends; in 
short for the whole town!  The result was a bill for some twelve hundred pounds!
 


Source C: A painting of an election scene at the beginning of the nineteenth century.
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Paper A1: Britain, c.1815–c.1850

Answer Question 1 and EITHER Question 2 OR Question 3.  Write your answers in the 
spaces provided.

1. (a) Study Sources A, B and C.

  What can you learn from these sources about the ways MPs were elected in Britain 
before 1832?
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 (b)  Use your own knowledge to explain why there was so much demand for reform of the 
electoral system from the industrial areas of Britain in the early nineteenth century.
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 (c) Use your own knowledge.

  EITHER

  (i) Explain why it was so difficult to get a parliamentary reform Act passed by 
Parliament before 1832.

  OR

  (ii) Why were so many people unhappy with the changes made in the 1832 Reform 
Act?

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ( ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross ( ).

  Chosen Question Number: (c)(i)                 (c)(ii)
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Questions continue on page 10.
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Answer ONE of the following questions.

EITHER

2. Why were so many railways built in Britain between 1829 and 1850, even though many 
people opposed them?  Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• In 1851 almost 8 million passengers travelled on the railways

• Churches opposed travel on a Sunday

• Many coach and canal companies lost business

OR

3. Was cost the main reason why so many people wanted to change the system of poor relief 
in Britain by 1834?  Explain your answer.

 You could include the following in your answer and any other information of your own.

• Each parish had to set its own poor rate

• The Speenhamland System was first used in 1795

• A Royal Commission was set up in 1832 to investigate the working of the Poor 
Law

Start your answer on the next page.

(Total 15 marks)

(Total 15 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ( ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross ( ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2 Question 3
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