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Paper Al: Britain, c.1815—¢c.1850

SOURCES A-C FOR QUESTION 1

Source A: From a report on the Market Harborough Poor Law Union, 1836.

People who never could be made to work before have become good labourers. In most parishes the
moral character of the poor is improving: they are more orderly and well behaved. Most of the labouring
poor throughout the Union have accepted the new system and the workhouse is held in great dread.

Source B: A picture from the London Illustrated News, showing an attack on a workhouse in the
north of England in 1842.

Source C: Hippolyte Taine, a French visitor, describing a Manchester workhouse in the mid-nineteenth
century.

The building is spacious, perfectly clean, well-kept. It has large courtyards. Gardens are attached to it;
it looks upon fields and stately trees. We were astonished; this was a palace compared with the kennels
in which the poor live.

However, I am told that the poor prefer their homes and freedom to the workhouse. They cannot bear to
be shut up and disciplined. They prefer to be free and to starve. The workhouse is regarded as a prison
and the poor consider it a point of honour not to go there.
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Paper Al: Britain, ¢.1815—c.1850

Answer Question 1 and EITHER Question 2 OR Question 3. Write your answers in the
spaces provided.

1. (a) Study Sources A, B and C.

What can you learn from these sources about people’s reactions to the setting up of
workhouses?
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(b) Use your own knowledge to explain why some people in parliament in 1834 supported
the building of many more workhouses.
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(¢) Use your own knowledge.
EITHER

(1) Did the system set up by the Poor Law Amendment Act in 1834 solve the
problems of poverty? Explain your answer.

OR

(1)) Why was the system set up by the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 already
changing by 1850?

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ([X).

If you change your mind, put a line through the box ($¢) and then indicate your new
question with a cross (X).
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EITHER

2.

Was the building of the railways important mainly because of its impact on the economy
of Britain? Explain your answer.

You could include the following in your answer, and any other information of your own.

® 7211 miles of railway were built in Britain between 1830 and 1850

®  The building of suburbs allowed workers to commute daily

®  More fresh food could be sent to the industrial towns

(Total 15 marks)

Leave )
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OR

3.

Explain why people joined the Chartist movement in the years 1836—48.

You could include the following in your answer, and any other information of your own.

*  After the Reform Act of 1832, approximately 18% of adult males in England had
the right to vote

*  William Lovett and Feargus O’Connor were important Chartist leaders

® In the years 183842 there was widespread unemployment in Britain

(Total 15 marks)

Start your answer on the next page
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (X)).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ($¢) and then indicate your new
question with a cross (X).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2 [] Question 3 []

Leave )
blank

H 2 5 3 4 5 A 01 1 1 6

11

Turn over



Leave )
blank

12

H 2 5 3 4 5 A 01 2 1 6




Leave )
blank

H 2 5§ 3 4 5 A 01 3 1 6

13

Turn over



(Total 15 marks)

Leave )
blank

TOTAL FOR PAPER: 40 MARKS
END

14

H 2 5 3 4 5 A 01 4 1 6



BLANK PAGE

H 2 5 3 4 5 A 01 5 1 6

15




BLANK PAGE

16

H 2 5 3 4 5 A 01 6 1 6




