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Source A: From a letter about Robert Peel written by the Prime Minister in 1812. The Prime
Minister is recommending Peel for employment as a member of the government. Peel
was only 24 years old.

Mr Peel is calm and even-tempered. He also has great frankness and openness. He gained a great
reputation as a scholar at Oxford. Every time he has spoken in the House of Commons he has
distinguished himself.

Source B: From a popular song about Robert Peel, written after his death in 1850.

And after his loss the nation is grieving.
That excellent man, the pride of the land
Our dear friend, Sir Robert, God rest him.

Oh there’s never been such a noble Premier*
As Sir Robert before in the nation
For the good of his country, God rest him.

* Premier = prime minister

Source C:  From a leaflet written in 1830 and distributed throughout London.
THE NEW POLICE

Why is a commissioner of police in London given so much power?

Why is the sword of justice placed in the hands of a military man*?

Let us unite in removing such a powerful force from the hands of government.

Let us have the police appointed by our own local, parish officers.

* Military man = one of the first Commissioners of Police was a retired army ofticer, Charles Rowan
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Source D: A cartoon about the London Metropolitan Police, published in 1830.

Source E: Statistics given by Robert Peel to Parliament in 1828, in a speech asking for a new police
force for London.

Numbers of people sent to jail in London:

1824 2621
1826 3457

Source F: From evidence given to Members of Parliament in 1828 by a lawyer, William Bodkin.

Our increased population should be considered when we look at the increased number of offences. Also,
since witnesses and prosecutors have been allowed to claim their expenses, they have been more willing
to make more prosecutions. I think that the increase of crime in London has been exaggerated.
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Source G:  From Police and Protest in England and Ireland, by the historian Stanley Palmer,
published in 1988.

The statistics that Peel presented to Parliament for crime in London from 1811 to 1827 clearly showed
a rise in the numbers of people sent to jail. But do these figures reflect an increase in crime or more
effective enforcement of the law?

Thanks to Peel’s criminal law reform of the early 1820s, enforcement did improve. The reduction in
the number of severe punishments and in the number of capital offences™ encouraged juries to convict

offenders more often.

* capital offences = offences which carried the death penalty

Source H:  From instructions given by Robert Peel to the new London Police Force in 1830.

Constables are ordered not to answer angrily or to enter into arguments with any person while on
duty.

Any unnecessary violence by constables will be severely punished.

If a constable does his duty in a quiet manner, his behaviour will encourage people to assist him when
required.

Source I: An illustration of the Metropolitan Police Convict Room. The picture was published in
the lllustrated London News in 1883. The Convict Room was where records were kept,
including details of criminals still on the wanted list.
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Source J: From Crime, Protest, Community and Police in Nineteenth-century Britain by the
historian David Jones. The book was published in 1982.

Although there was much debate at the beginning about whether the new police actually prevented
crime, later on both the recording of crime and the police themselves became more efficient. In the
second part of the nineteenth century they received technical aids like telegraph communication and
photography, and developed new methods of patrolling notorious districts*.

Other factors also affected the crime rate. These included social and economic conditions. Police
chiefs in the later nineteenth century were pleased at the clearance of slums and government changes
in housing policy.

However, we can see a real change in criminal behaviour, possibly because many Londoners realised
they could no longer commit crimes without fear of punishment. There was an actual decline in violent

offences and property offences.

* notorious districts = dangerous slum areas where many criminals lived

Source K:  From an article called ‘On duty with Inspector Field” by the writer Charles Dickens. It
was published in June 1851 in a magazine called Household Words which was read by
the middle classes. Dickens went with the police inspector into a dangerous slum area of
London where there was a great deal of crime. Dickens used his writing to make people
aware of social problems.

Every thief here is afraid of him.

We are far inside the worst part of London, in the dead of night. The house is crammed with notorious
robbers and ruffians*, and not a man stirs.

They know the weight of the law and they know Inspector Field.

* ruffians = violent criminals

END
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Study Sources A—K in the Sources Booklet and then read Questions 1-8 to see how they
relate to each other.

Answer ALL the questions.

1. Study Sources A and B.

What can you learn from sources A and B about Robert Peel’s character? Explain your
answer, using the sources.
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2.

Study Source C and use your own knowledge.

Why was it so difficult to get people to accept the new London police force? Explain your
answer, using your own knowledge and Source C.
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3.

Study Source D and use your own knowledge.

How can you tell from this source that the cartoonist disapproves of the new police force?
Explain your answer, using Source D.
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4.

Study Sources E, F and G.

How far do the sources suggest that Peel’s statistics exaggerated the crime problem in
London in 1828? Explain your answer, using Sources E, F and G.
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S.

Study Sources H and I.

How useful are these sources for someone enquiring into the methods used by policemen
in nineteenth-century London?
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6.

Study Sources I and J and use your own knowledge.

Describe three ways in which law enforcement improved in England in the nineteenth
century. Use Sources I and J and your own knowledge in your answer.
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7.

Study Sources J and K.

How much can we rely on Charles Dickens’ account in Source K? Explain your answer,
using Sources J and K.
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Study Sources G, H and J and use your own knowledge.
Do you think Robert Peel’s work was the most important factor in changing approaches

to law enforcement in the nineteenth century? Explain your answer, using your own

knowledge, Sources G, H and J and any other sources you find helpful.
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