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Introduction
This was the sixth examination of this unit. At the high end there were some outstanding 
examples of student work. These responses showed high levels of analysis and were 
supported with accurate, detailed and relevant historical knowledge. The responses were 
sharply focused on the set question. 

As this is the sixth examination paper (as well as there being two specimen papers), it 
is obvious that many students will have used past examination papers. This is clearly a 
valuable teaching and learning activity. However, teachers and students might note that 
it was more apparent in this examination than before that many students were trying to 
''fit" a learnt response to questions on this particular paper. This will invariably deflate the 
student's overall score.

It was pleasing to see very few blank pages and few rubric offences on questions 5 and 6 
showing that in the vast majority of cases the entire specification is being taught and learnt.
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Question 1

The majority of students were able to make at least one valid inference which was then 
explicitly supported from the source.  Typically students focused on the source showing the 
nomadic lifestyle of Plains Indians as proven by the travois and the limited possessions. 
Some also acknowledged the weapons suggesting that they were hunters and that the 
Plains were sometimes dangerous. Students were confident in their understanding of the 
source itself which was seldom misinterpreted.  Low scoring students lapsed into describing 
their own knowledge of the Plains’ Indian lifestyle with no reference at all to the source. 
The occasional answer focused on issues such as the provenance, value or reliability of the 
source.

This response was awarded Level 2, 4 marks. 
It makes a valid inference which is then 
clearly supported from the source provided.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

For the Manifest Destiny option, Level 3 candidates offered a clear definition of Manifest 
Destiny and linked this explicitly to why it encouraged people to move West. However, there 
were far fewer candidates who were able to link explicitly the belief in Manifest Destiny to 
why people moved West. 

These answers also explained how US government acts led to the fulfilment of Manifest 
Destiny. 

Level 2 answers were generally descriptions of Manifest Destiny but without linking the 
concept to how it encouraged movement West. 

For the Economic Depression option, Level 3 answers gave specific and accurate knowledge 
with details on the  banking crisis and the fall in wheat prices; whereas Level 2 answers 
were more general comments on economic depressions, such as people losing jobs or 
needing more money. Some candidates began to turn it into a question solely on the 
Californian Gold rush or reasons for the Mormons moving West. 

Level 1 responses were often simple comments on why people moved West without 
reference at all to either of the options in the set question.
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This response is typical of Level 2 and was awarded 
5 marks. It is a basic description and does not have 
sufficient detail for Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

Level 3 answers offered and supported a range of reasons to explain the links between the 
rapid development of mining towns and problems of law and order, such as vigilantism, the 
mix of different nationalities, claim-jumping, saloons, single men and the remoteness of the 
mining towns. 

Level 2 answers tended to describe life in mining towns or described problems of law and 
order without any explicit links being made to the set question.  

Level 1 answers were general comments that were often a simple addition to one of the 
points provided in the stimulus material. The occasional student showed confusion between 
mining towns and cow towns.

This is an example of a Level 1 response and was awarded 2 
marks. The vast majority of the answer is from the stimulus 
material provided. The only point to credit is the statement 
about many people in the same area.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4

Level 3 responses were specific about how the use of reservations' policy drastically altered 
the Plains Indians’ traditional way of life. These answers were specific to the date frame 
given in the question and were aware that US government policy intensified during this 
period. Many recalled the Battle of Little Big Horn and the Battle of Wounded Knee as being 
significant events within the dates 1876-90. These responses showed specific understanding 
such as the impact of the Dawes Act and linked it to the undermining of tribal chiefs and the 
tribal structure.  Many also discussed the impact that boarding schools would have had on 
the children's relationship with their parents and the dying out of Indian traditions. 

Many Level 2 answers were a combination of descriptions of life on reservations, lengthy 
accounts on the buffalo dying out, or how the Plains Indians could no longer live a nomadic 
lifestyle.  

Level 1 answers were generally simple statements added to one or more of the bullet points 
provided.
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This response is high Level 3. It focuses 
on the set question and is supported 
with specific and accurate details.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (a) 

Level 3 answers often used specific details of the Donner party as an example of poor 
organisation contrasted with Brigham Young to show how good organisation of wagon trains 
helped in the journey west. 

Students in Level 2 often described the problems faced by wagon trains such as terrain, 
weather, attacks from Indians and problems of supplies but then failed to explain any 
attempts or solutions to the various problems faced. Some failed to understand the question 
at all and used the word ‘train’ to write about transcontinental railroads. Some wrote about 
other issues such as problems in construction, the transport of beef using the railroad, 
whilst others referred to cowboys and cattlemen. 

Question 5 (b) 

Level 4 answers offered analysis of the proposition and reached a valid judgement on 
the factors which contributed towards conflict such as broken treaties, the role of the US 
government in general, or discoveries of gold. 

Level 3 answers tended to explain why land was such an issue but did not go far into a 
consideration of other factors. Most of these answers gave detailed explanations of the 
significance of the Fort Laramie Treaties and the importance of the Black Hills. 

Level 2 answers generally described differences between the cultures as well as general 
descriptions of the different views held on land.  

At Level 1 most responses were a brief addition to one or more of the bullet points provided. 
There was also the occasional misunderstanding of the discovery of gold in the Black Hills 
with California; and there were some students who turned the entire question into one on 
discoveries of gold in general.
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Question 6 (a) 

Level 3 answers focused clearly on a range of problems of constructing the railroads and 
showed specific and accurate knowledge on issues such as the distances involved, the 
weather, terrain, the use of explosives, conflict with the Indians, labour relations and the 
poor working conditions. 

Level 2 answers were often a description of the building of the railroads but lacked focus on 
how issues such as the terrain or the weather impacted on construction. Other answers had 
misread the question and instead wrote about the problems caused by the coming of the 
railroads or how the railroads overcame problems of living in the American West. 

Level 1 answers were general comments that could have applied to the building of almost 
anything at any time such as “it was a long way to go” or “it was expensive.”

Part (a) was awarded full marks. The response gives three 
clear examples of specific groups. The details are accurate and 
relevant to the focus of the set question. Part (b) was awarded 
mid Level 4. It is a sustained response but the final judgement 
could show more evaluation for the full 16 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (b) 

Level 4 responses maintained a sustained focus on the question and reached a clear 
judgement about the extent to which the government was a factor in the improvements 
to homesteaders’ lives in the 1870s and 1880s. They used language such as "to a greater 
extent" and phrases such as "more/less important because......"  Most students argued that 
the government was an important factor but that it needed to be linked to other factors 
such as technology or new farming methods. 

Some students were able to single out those improvements which were due to the 
inventiveness, determination and resilience of the homesteaders and had relatively little to 
do with government. 

Level 3 answers often had an argument that was not sustained throughout the response or 
which suddenly changed midway.  

Level 2 answers normally described one factor or gave lengthy narrative accounts or 
descriptions of homesteaders’ lives which often fell outside the date frame of the question. 

Level 1 responses were invariably a comment about, or added to, one or two of the bullet 
points provided.
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Part (a) deals with various problems of constructing the 
railroads. The issues of climate and workers are dealt with 
stongly. The response was awarded mid Level 3.

Part (b) was awarded mid Level 4. It has a sustained focus on 
the role of the government weighed up against other factors. 
The argument is sustained throughout the answer.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
There was clearly outstanding performance by some students who gave impressive 
analytical responses with well-selected and very accurate subject knowledge. 

Both teachers and students should be careful of not producing pre-prepared answers to 
questions which may require similar content to previous examination questions but have 
a different focus. Students' responses need to recognise the thrust of the set question to 
reach the higher marks. Students should also make sure that they have a firm grasp of the 
chronology to ensure that the material they offer is within any date frame set in particular 
questions.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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