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Introduction
Nearly all candidates completed all the necessary questions and were within the rubric of 
this examination paper. There were very few blank spaces, and responses were frequently 
directed to the actual focus and thrust of the set question. There were some very strong 
and detailed responses which showed clear skills of selection and deployment of relevant 
knowledge and the ability to write a sustained analysis and reach a judgement in the 5b 
and 6b questions. Further, there seemed to be a noticeable reduction in the number of 
candidates who had failed to attempt the final (and highest scoring) question which would 
indicate that candidates timed themselves better to complete the entire examination paper, 
beginning with the highest marked answer at the beginning of the examination.

The following has been mentioned in previous reports but it is worth reminding centres and 
also being mindful of schools which may be new to this specification. Stimulus material 
is always provided for questions 3, 4, 5b and 6b. In this particular examination paper 
bullet points were used. Centres should note that in some examination series the stimulus 
material may take the form of a visual stimulus, a graph or a short piece of continuous 
prose. There are examples of questions with stimulus other than bullet points in the second 
set of Specimen Assessment Materials which are on the main Edxcel website for GCSE 
History B. The stimulus material is offered as a prompt to students of some of the main 
issues and the chronological time span for the particular question set. The stimulus material 
does not have to be used at all and this is often the case with the highest scoring responses. 
Conversely students should not rely on the stimulus material alone or simply rewrite or 
describe the provided material in their own words – both of which will invariably give a low 
scoring response.
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Question 1

The strongest responses tended to launch in to the answer immediately by addressing 
the question with ‘I can tell that’, ‘I can infer’, ‘from this source’. These candidates then 
supported a valid inference with explicit reference to the source. These well-focused 
responses often included comments on clocks and standardised time, employment 
opportunities, the grandeur of the building, pride in building stations and the wealthy 
travelling. A significant number of candidates limited the level and mark that could be 
awarded by demonstrating sound subject and often impressive knowledge of the impact 
of railways but without any reference to the source at all. Centres are reminded that on 
this question it is only necessary for candidates to give one well supported inference from 
the provided source to score full marks. Some weaker candidates wrote about railways in 
general or even wrote about their own opinions on the condition of railways in Britain today 
or about their local railway station.

The candidate response shown is an example 
of Level 2 work. The response supports a valid 
inference with details from the source provided.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

The problem of divided leadership for the Chartist movement was answered by more 
candidates than government opposition. Level 3 answers were focused on the impact that 
this division had on the Chartist movement such as the breakdown of the 1839 convention 
and how O’Connor’s views deterred some from joining the movement. Level 2 answers 
identified and named the two main leaders and described what they stood for. Those 
candidates that chose government opposition frequently reached Level 3 by giving details 
for example of the Newport Rising and the government’s reaction to the Chartist rally in 
Kennington. Lower scoring answers often gave a rote learnt list of the aims of the Chartist 
movement or described, often at great length, the reasons for the movement’s failure. A 
few candidates misread the question and wrote their personal views on charities.



6 GCSE History 5HB02 2A

The example shown is a response which focuses 
on the difficulties facing the Chartists because of 
opposition from the government. It has specific and 
relevant details for a question which has no stimulus 
material. It is a high level 3 answer.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

Level 3 answers often had secure contextual knowledge. Details from candidates on Ireland 
tended to be more secure than on Scotland with secure knowledge on the potato famine as 
well as wider issues regarding Irish landlords and farming problems in Ireland in general. 
Most candidates were able to explain migration to England as a “pull factor” which often 
went beyond the railways to include wider aspects of industrialisation and the consequent 
specific employment opportunities. Some candidates offered details on the wider context 
at the end of the Napoleonic Wars and the reasons for the growth of specific towns such as 
Liverpool and Leeds. Level 2 responses often described living conditions in industrial cities 
or the reputation and work of gangs of railway navvies. Level 1 candidates wrote simple 
statements about “getting jobs” and “because they were poor.” Some candidates felt that 
many migrated to England for a better social life and to have “more things to do.”
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This response focuses on the set question and 
is able to support the factors identified with 
sufficient accurate and relevant details. It is a 
high level 3 answer.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4

Level 3 responses demonstrated a wide range of reasons for dissatisfaction with the 1832 
Reform Act and some linked this to formation of the Chartist movement. 

Some of these responses moved beyond just working-class dissatisfaction by including other 
groups and even those who felt parliamentary reform had gone too far. These responses 
clearly had secure, and in many cases excellent, contextual knowledge. Level 2 responses 
often narrated the passing of the 1832 Reform Act or listed its terms. In level 1 there were 
general statements about elections. Some candidates wrote mistakenly about the 1834 Poor 
Law Amendment Act, some wrote about Chartism as a movement which existed before the 
1832 Reform Act and there was the occasional description of the suffragette movement.
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This candidate’s response is a high level 3 answer. 
It has specific and accurate details and is focused 
on the set question.

Examiner Comments



GCSE History 5HB02 2A 11

Question 5

In Part a) higher scoring candidates had a secure understanding of Shaftesbury’s 
contribution to the reform of working conditions in mines and many also explained the 
limitations of his work and opposition to his work. These answers normally included 
reference to his visits to mines, the impact on public opinion, the 1842 Mines and Collieries 
Act and his work as Chairman of the Commission. Level 2 responses were more general 
and were sometimes descriptions of working conditions in coal mines and how they were 
improved with little reference to Shaftesbury. Some candidates wrote irrelevant answers 
about factory conditions, confused Shaftesbury with Robert Owen or described “Earl” and 
his colleague “Shaftesbury.”

In Part b) level 4 responses usually began with a brief but effective introduction setting up a 
line of argument either agreeing or disagreeing with the statement and then sustained this 
line of argument throughout their response to their conclusion. Often the best responses 
recognised and explained that the 1834 Poor Law Amendment Act was equally not fit for 
purpose and were able to highlight its weaknesses. Level 3 answers generally argued 
about the success of the new system acting as a deterrent. Answers in Level 2 invariably 
described conditions in workhouses or narrated the role of Chadwick. In Level 1 candidates 
normally made simple statements such as “it saved money” and “more people went into 
workhouses.”
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This response is a clear level 3 answer for part  
a and level 4 for part b where the candidate  
uses specific and relevant details to write a 
sustained analysis which reaches a judgement.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6

In 6a Level 3 responses usually made clear references to both the Speenhamland and 
Roundsman systems, as well as details on workhouses, indoor and outdoor relief, the role 
of parishes and regional variations. Level 2 answers wrote in more general terms about 
poor relief before 1834. Level 1 responses were normally simple statements such as “they 
got money for the number of children they had” or “sent to workhouses.” Some candidates 
mistakenly wrote about the 1834 Poor Law Amendment Act, the electoral system before 
1832 or used it as an opportunity to describe their own personal views on how the poor 
should be dealt with.

In 6b Level 4 responses sustained an argument that weighed up the importance of the 
government in improving factory working conditions weighed up against the role of 
individuals such as Owen, Oastler and Shaftesbury. Many high level responses linked the 
factors or suggested that ‘just’ the government or ‘just’ individuals would be insufficient 
alone to improve working conditions in factories. Therefore there were some high-level 
‘multi-causal’ responses which showed impressive ability in weighing up factors to reach 
a substantiated judgement. In Level 3 most candidates argued that the improvement in 
factory conditions was either clearly because of the government or because of individual 
reformers. In Level 2 most candidates listed and described a range of Factory Acts (often 
very precisely), described working conditions in factories at great length or described the 
work of individuals such as Owen or Shaftesbury. Level 1 statements were normally general 
answers such as “they worked less hours”, “they got houses” or “children stopped working.”
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This example is clear level 3 for part a and 
level 4 for part b where the responses show 
sustained analysis to reach a judgement.

Examiner Comments



GCSE History 5HB02 2A 19

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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