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Instructions

 Use black ink or ball-point pen.
 Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  

 centre number and candidate number.
 Answer all questions.
 Answer the questions in the spaces provided  

 – there may be more space than you need.

Information
 The total mark for this paper is 50. 
 The marks for each question are shown in brackets

 – use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.
 Questions labelled with an asterisk (*) are ones where the quality of your  

 written communication will be assessed 
  – you should take particular care with your spelling, punctuation and grammar, as 

well as the clarity of expression, on these questions.

Advice

 Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
 Keep an eye on the time.
 Try to answer every question.
 Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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Background information


The Suffragettes were dissatisfied with earlier efforts to win the right to vote for women. 
They believed that more militant methods would gain more attention and support for 
their cause.  Other people thought that the Suffragettes’ violent and illegal methods 
would lose them support.


This paper presents you with sources about the methods used by the Suffragettes and 
gives you the opportunity to decide for yourself how successful the militant methods of 
the Suffragette protesters were in the period before 1914.


 


Source A:  From Unshackled by Christabel Pankhurst, published in 1959.  She is writing 
about events in 1905.  


The issue of Votes for Women, I knew, must be brought into the Courts of Law, and 
Suffragettes sent to prison.  I would need to be arrested but they would not arrest me for 
just disturbing the meeting.  I needed to be charged with assaulting the police, but how 
was I to achieve this?  I could not strike the police because they were holding my arms.  I 
could not even stamp on their toes.  To get myself arrested I needed to commit an assault.  
So I found myself arrested and charged with spitting at a policeman. 


Source B:  From a book by Viscount Ullswater, published in 1925.  Here he is writing 
about events in 1913, when he was an MP and the Speaker of the House of 
Commons. 


Nothing was safe from the attacks of militant Suffragettes.  Churches were burnt, public 
buildings and private houses destroyed, bombs were exploded, the police and individuals 
were assaulted, meetings were broken up and everything possible was done to cause 
trouble to law-abiding citizens.  When these women were sent to prison they generally 
went on hunger strike.  These outrages by the militant Suffragettes increased opposition  
in parliament to their demands.  
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Source C:  A 1908 cartoon from Punch magazine about Suffragettes.  


A militant Suffragette unable to light her own fire says ‘And to think that yesterday 
I managed to burn down two pavilions and a church!’


©Punch


Source D:  From a letter written by Winston Churchill MP, to the Manchester Suffrage 
Society, 1905.


I used to be sympathetic to the women’s campaign for the vote.  In the House of Commons 
I voted in favour of it.  However, I have been annoyed lately by the action of certain 
Suffragettes in disturbing and breaking up my own election meetings and those of other 
parliamentary candidates.  So long as this continues, it will prevent me from doing anything 
more to help your campaign. 


Source E:  From The Times newspaper, 5 June 1913, reporting on the actions of 
Emily Wilding Davison.  


The Derby of 1913 will long remain memorable because of the desperate act of a woman 
who rushed from the rails onto the racecourse as the horses swept round Tattenham  
Corner.  Apparently she did this from some mad notion that she could spoil the race.  She 
did not interfere with the race, but she nearly killed a jockey as well as herself, and she 
brought down a valuable horse.  Behaviour of this kind will hardly increase the popularity 
of the Suffragette cause with the public.  People who recklessly destroy property and 
endanger lives must be either desperately wicked, or entirely unbalanced.
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Source F: A photograph of Emily Wilding Davison’s funeral procession, 14 June 1913.


Source G:  From an account by Millicent Fawcett, a leading supporter of votes for 
women, about the activities of the Suffragettes in 1908. 


Militant action is hated by me, and by the majority of the supporters of votes for women.  
The great triumphs of the women’s movement have not been won by physical force.  
They have been won by peaceful means.  I don’t feel force is the right way, and yet the 
self-sacrifices made by some Suffragettes inspire people who would otherwise do  
nothing. 


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.  In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement at 
the first opportunity.
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Answer ALL questions.

Look carefully at the background information and Sources A to G in the Sources Booklet 
and then answer Questions 1 to 5 which follow.

1 Study Source A.

What can you learn from Source A about the methods used by Suffragettes?
(6)
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*N38100A0416*

2 Study Source B.

How can you tell from Source B that Ullswater disapproved of the actions of the 
Suffragettes?  Explain your answer, using Source B.
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3 Study Sources A, B and C.

How far do Sources A, B and C suggest that the Suffragettes were a real threat to law 
and order?  Explain your answer, using these sources.

(10)
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(Total for Question 4 = 10 marks)
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*N38100A01216*

*5 Study Sources D, F and G and use your own knowledge.

‘The militant methods of the Suffragette protesters were unsuccessful in gaining 
support for votes for women in the period before 1914’.

How far do you agree with this view?  Explain your answer, using your own 
knowledge, Sources D, F and G and any other sources you find helpful.

(16)
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 5 = 16 marks)

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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