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Introduction  
 This was the fi rst opportunity candidates had to sit this Schools History Project Source Enquiry 
paper of the new specifi cation. Most candidates were able to produce responses to questions 
that were worthy of at least some credit. Few candidates failed to achieve less than ten marks 
but none were able to achieve maximum marks. Many candidates found it diffi cult to access the 
highest levels in response to questions 4 and 5. In this fi rst series there was some evidence that 
candidates experienced some diffi culty with time especially so with question 5. In many cases 
this was because candidates wrote excessive amounts in response to earlier questions which 
carry signifi cantly fewer marks. Candidates should allocate the amount of time they spend on an 
individual question to the mark tariff the question carries. Experience of tackling questions under 
examination conditions would help improve the ability of candidates to respond appropriately. 
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 Question 1 
 Question 1: In the majority of cases this was answered reasonably well. Many candidates were able 
to make one or more inferences and use details from the source in support. Weaker candidates 
tended to paraphrase the source or repeated what was written in the source. The more perceptive 
responses focused on the desire of the TUC to avoid any form of extremism and wanted to avoid 
alienating the public by calling out health care workers. Those who identifi ed the signifi cance of the 
TUC being anything but revolutionary despite some extremists who may have wanted to bring the 
government down, were able to access the full mark range available. However some simply relied 
on regurgitating the details of the source without making any effective inference. To do well in this 
question candidates need to provide one or more inferences with support from the source itself. Many 
identifi ed the need to be peaceful rather than violent, others that the TUC was determined to be 
seen as moderate with moderate aims and methods. 

 

 This was typical of responses that focused on the tactics of the TUC during the strike which trying to 
balance confl icting aims weakened the effectiveness of the strike. It achieved the top Level.  
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Examiner Tip

Avoid just describing detail from the source as this is 
unlikely to get any more than the basic minimum of marks.
Use the source to support your inferences as just making an 
inference will not get a candidate beyond Level 2.

Examiner Comments

Here the candidates makes several valid 
inferences and supports these with good 
support from the source.



4

GCSE History 5HB03 3B

 Question 2 
 Question 2: In this question those candidates who achieved good marks recognised that the 
cartoon was directed against the Miners leader AJ Cook and not on his side. Most candidates 
produced a perfectly satisfactory description of the key features in the cartoon. Those who 
were also able to give an adequate assessment of the nature of the image provided were able 
to access the higher level marks. Few really showed understanding that a cartoon is a comment 
rather than a depiction of reality or a statement of fact. There were many perceptive comments 
on the cartoon itself such as the relative size of Parliament and Cook, the miners’ leader who 
sees himself as more important and powerful than the government. Others commented on the 
sad expression on the face of the Parliamentary clock and the smirk on Cook’s face. Most also 
were able to comment on Cooks comment about “it aint gonna REIGN no more” though some 
thought it was connected with bad weather. Others used the evidence of the words to indicate 
that the cartoon shows Cook as ignorant and uneducated. Few were able to comment on the 
nature of the source itself and the likely bias of the “Daily Herald” although a few informed 
candidates identifi ed that the cartoon was produced before the General Strike was called. 

  This response makes a valid comment on the message of the cartoon with some support from the 
source 

itself.   
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Examiner Tip

Identify the message and then use 
detail or treatment of content to 
explain how the message is put across.

Examiner Comments

Level 2 was given as although the candidate appreciated the 
message of the cartoon this was not suffi ciently developed or 
explained with support from the source to quite reach level 3
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 Question 3 
 Question 3: Many candidates failed to make an overall judgement on “How far” the three 
sources supported the view that the General Strike was peaceful. Many responses were by nature 
methodical with Source B says, Source C says and Source D says. Having gone through each 
source individually there was a tendency to attempt to cross reference at the end. However, 
although many appreciated the need to cross reference, fewer were able to do so confi dently 
or effectively. Very few offered an opinion as to why Source C could be trusted more than the 
others. Generally there was little in the way of valid comparison of which source(s) were more or 
less useful or reliable than the others. Many emphasised the limitations of photographs as source 
material and yet ended up by regarding it as better than verbal or written comment. While many 
analysed each source in turn cross referencing was often focused of the nature of each source. 
Again much of this was of the simplistic learnt response variety. Historians such as the author of 
Source C are not, it would seem, very useful or reliable. In many responses they are secondary 
sources and they were not there and therefore can not be relied upon. 

  This response demonstrates an ability to cross reference, identify details of support or lack of it 
and an awareness of the reliability of the evidence.   
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Examiner Tip

Avoid just paraphrasing what each source shows.
Identify where sources agree or support each 
other and areas where they don't.

Examiner Comments

A good balanced argument that achieved the top level 
3. Unlike responses that went through each source in 
turn, this demonstrates the ability to cross reference.
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   Question 4 
 Question 4: “Is Source E more useful than Source F to the historian?” type questions. Sources 
should be evaluated here in terms of their usefulness in answering a specifi c question as well 
as commenting on their nature, origin and provenance. This type of question did cause some 
candidates real problems. This question requires the evaluation of evidence in context in order to 
achieve higher-level marks. Questions require candidates to examine the nature (type of source), 
origin (who produced it and when) and purpose (what reason explains why it was produced). 
Candidates who did well tended to see sources having value but some more than others. Some 
candidates spent time on the identifi cation of primary and secondary sources accompanied by 
rather simplistic learnt responses concerning value. A disturbing number regard contemporary 
sources as being more reliable and useful than those written years later by historians. Overall 
responses varied a great deal but this was generally one of the weakest responses made by 
candidates on the paper. Many candidates just dealt with one source only, or wrote a list of what 
was in the sources without linking it to the question asked. Judgements, if present were often 
simplistic “Therefore I think Source is more useful because it is primary” or “secondary sources 
are useless because they weren’t there” 

Many candidates did little more than produce a good deal of paraphrased source material. 
Most students seemed to be in the L2 range for analysis of content but tended to struggle with 
the evaluation of its nature, origin and purpose. In terms of Source F many commented on the 
fact that it came from an eyewitness, but written later he may have forgotten. Rarely did any 
candidate raise the question how typical was it. For Source C many mentioned hindsight, the 
fact that it could be checked and was researched. Candidates would do well to consider what a 
historian needs to do and bear in mind when investigating an aspect of the past. Students would 
benefi t from an examination of a wide range of sources and are encouraged to comment on their 
strengths and limitations to any historical investigation. 

 

 This extract of a candidates response to Question 4 demonstrates a response that sees value in 
terms of what a source shows together with a simplistic evaluation of Source F in terms of its 
nature.  
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Examiner Tip

Make use of each sources provenance to 
establish its nature, origin and purpose.
Use this information as well as the 
content of the source to comment on the 
usefulness of the source to the historian.

Examiner Comments

The candidate attempts to evaluate the sources 
combining content and nature. Unfortunately only F 
was dealt with in this way. Furthermore the comment 
on the value of an eyewitness account was somewhat 
one dimensional. The triangle at the top of the script 
indicates where the candidate contnued their answer. 
Unfortunately this was on the end of question 3. 
This makes assessment of the candidates work more 
diffi cult. Candidates should turn the page to continue 
their answers in the spaces provided for them.
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 Question 5 
 Question 5: Seeing as this was the last question it was often tackled reasonably well though some 
showed signs of running out of time. Many candidates answered this question purely on what was 
in the sources but failed to get to even level 3 because they failed to offer any valid judgement 
on whether they thought there was a real chance of revolution. Too many responses were of 
the nature of “yes, there was a chance of revolution because it says so in Source C. However, 
source D says there wasn’t a chance, so maybe there wasn’t”. Candidates were generally weak in 
explaining why they thought there was/wasn’t a realistic chance of revolution. Better responses 
made effective use of their own knowledge as well as the sources but many tended to trawl 
through the sources one after the other. Far fewer candidates were able to merge content and 
nature in their source analysis in the extended question. 

Too many responses on this question were very brief and were as a result, only able to access 
the lower ranges of the mark scheme; primarily, due to pressures of time. Time management in 
exam situations is a key factor in achieving the levels a candidate’s knowledge and understanding 
deserves. The best answers here demonstrated a sense of historical understanding, quality of 
judgement and writing skills that did the students proud. 

 

 This response which achieved level 4 was a sustained and well supported argument that made 
good use of the sources and some own knowledge to refute the view that the strike was 
revolutionary.  

 



11

GCSE History 5HB03 3B
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Examiner Tip

Allocate adequate time to answer 
this question effectively.
Make use of relevant sources (not 
all of them) and combine with 
knowledge of the topic or its context.

Examiner Comments

A good response that was stonger on use 
and support from the sources but also 
made use of own knowledge putting the 
strike in the context of the impact of the 
Russian revolution.
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 Grade Boundaries

Grade Max. Mark A* A B C D E F G U

Raw mark boundary 50 39 35 31 28 24 20 16 12 0

Uniform mark scale boundary 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 0-19

 A* is only used in conversion from raw to uniform marks. It is not a published unit grade.
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