
Examiners’ Report

January 2010

Edexcel Limited. Registered in England and Wales No. 4496750 
Registered Offi ce: One90 High Holborn, London WC1V 7BH

GCSE  History  5HB02 2C



ii

History 5HB02 2C

Edexcel is one of the leading examining and awarding bodies in the UK and throughout the world. 
We provide a wide range of qualifi cations including academic, vocational, occupational and 
specifi c programmes for employers. 

Through a network of UK and overseas offi ces, Edexcel’s centres receive the support they need to 
help them deliver their education and training programmes to learners. 

For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844 576 
0027, or visit our website at www.edexcel.com. If you have any subject specifi c questions about 
the content of this Examiners’ Report that require the help of a subject specialist, you may fi nd 
our Ask The Expert email service helpful. 

Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link: 

http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/ 

Alternatively, you can speak directly to a subject specialist at Edexcel on our dedicated History 
telephone line: 0844 576 0034

ResultsPlus is our unique performance improvement service for you and your students.

It helps you to:

Raise attainment - by providing in-depth analysis of where your class did well and not so 
well, enabling you to identify areas to focus on/make improvements.

Spot performance trends at a glance by accessing one-click reports. You can even choose to 
compare your cohort’s performance against other schools throughout the UK.

Personalise your students’ learning by reviewing how each student performed, by question 
and paper you can use the detailed analysis to shape future learning.

Meet the needs of your students on results day by having immediate visibility of their exam 
performance at your fi ngertips to advise on results.

To fi nd out more about ResultsPlus and for a demonstration visit 
http://resultsplus.edexcel.org.uk/home

January 2010

Publications Code US022911

All the material in this publication is copyright
© Edexcel Ltd 2010

•

•

•

•



1

History 5HB02 2C

General Comments
This was the fi rst examination of the new specifi cation and it appears to have worked very well. 
The new style question and answer booklet, as well as more choice available to candidates 
meant that there were very few blank pages at all and almost no rubric infringements. The more 
limited answer space for question 1 in particular meant that almost all responses were more 
concise and focused. Nearly all scripts showed sound time management. At the higher level there 
was some very impressive candidate work indeed – and it did not seem to be an issue at all for 
some students that they were taking the examination more than a year earlier than normal.

Centres should however make sure that they are entirely familiar with the specifi cation content 
of this new examination and where there are changes from the legacy History C specifi cation. For 
example, candidates on Option B The American West, seemed less confi dent on issues of law and 
order and on Option C Germany, some candidates seemed very unsure of the chronology of the 
Nazis’ treatment of the Jews. Both of these are subject areas new to the examination, although 
many centres will have studied them for coursework. It would also be very useful for teachers to 
reinforce and reiterate the need for candidates to actually use the source in question 1. In this 
History specifi cation question 1 of Unit 2 will always assess Assessment Objective 3 (understand, 
analyse and evaluate source material). Across all three options some candidates let themselves 
down because although they may have had very impressive subject knowledge they made no 
reference at all to the source.

It is also worth stressing the role of the bullet points. These are designed to give candidates 
the chronological range which can be expected in their answers and for questions 5b and 6b 
especially, they can also show an alternative viewpoint to that proposed in the actual question. 
Teachers might fi nd it useful to remind candidates that they serve as a guide. Not using the bullet 
points does not penalise candidates in any way; and conversely their sole use in a response is not 
credited. 
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Option 2C – Life in Germany

Question 1 

There were some very good answers which scored full marks. The new style answer booklet 
signifi cantly reduced the number of over lengthy descriptive responses. These responses showed 
excellent inferences from the source about the Nazis’ views on women such as their important 
role as mothers, the aim to create a “master race”, the Aryan characteristics and the woman’s 
own appearance. Some students did not receive full marks, because although they may have 
shown relevant and frequently impressive knowledge on Nazi attitudes towards women, they 
unfortunately failed to make any use of the source at all. It would be useful for teachers to 
reinforce and reiterate the need for candidates to actually use the source in question 1. In this 
History specifi cation question 1 of Unit 2 will always assess Assessment Objective 3 (understand, 
analyse and evaluate source material)

Examiner Comments

The following two responses show the full range of marks. The fi rst clearly makes an inference from the 
source and scores full marks. 
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Examiner Comments

This response, although showing relevant own knowledge, cannot be rewarded as none of the information 
is actually supported from the source.
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Question 2 

Of the two choices offered, the Kapp Putsch was the most popular. Level 3 answers explained how 
it demonstrated a challenge to Ebert’s government. Level 2 answers were mainly a descriptive 
or narrative account. Level 1 responses were often general comments and it was clear that some 
students were confusing the Kapp Putsch with the 1923 Beer Hall/Munich Putsch. Overall student 
responses on the Spartacist Revolt were weaker. There was also chronological misunderstanding 
where candidates linked the Spartacist Revolt to Germany having been forced to accept the Treaty 
of Versailles. Level 1 responses also included general comments on the unpopularity of the Weimar 
Republic and opposition to it, most often linking what happened to an increase in resentment/
opposition to the Weimar Republic.  With the Kapp Putsch, students appeared able to link answers 
to the terms of the Treaty well.  Fewer got into level 3 when looking at the Spartacists as they 
didn’t explain the challenge according to the timing of the revolution. Some students answered 
on both and were credited for which choice gave them the higher mark – although this may have 
reduced the time they had left for later questions in the paper.

Examiner Comments

This response is high level 3. It clearly focuses on the question and explains how the Kapp Putsch was a 
challenge to the Weimar government
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Question 3 

Overall this question was answered well. A substantial number of candidates reached level 3 with 
clear and well supported reasons for the Nazi government’s control of education. They showed 
how education was used to spread Nazi ideology on anti-Semitism, gender roles as well as other 
aspects such as lebensraum and resentment towards the Treaty of Versailles. Some also included 
information on how the Nazis’ policies on education adversely affected standards in schools 
with the banning of Einstein’s “Jewish Physics,” teachers’ resentment at Hitler Youth activities 
taken from school time, and the reductions in higher educational opportunities for girls. Level 
2 answers tended to give lengthy details on the content of lessons although some candidates 
strayed away from the actual question with details on the Hitler Youth. Level 1 answers tended 
to give general comments about “brainwashing children” and “making children loyal to Hitler.”

Examiner Comments

The following extract is from the start of a response that scored high level 3. It clearly understands 
the focus of the question and has accurate and supporting detail. The response went on to describe 
the different policies in education under the Nazi government towards boys and girls, the rewriting of 
textbooks and the control of teachers.
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Examiner Tip

when answering questions on the youth or education in Nazi Germany, remind students to think of the 
different ways in which boys and girls were treated.
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Question 4

The treatment and persecution of the Jews is a new area for assessment in an examination 
as many schools have up to now taught it as a coursework unit. There were some very good 
level 3 answers which had a clear sense of the escalation of the persecution of the Jews from 
Kristallnacht, to the setting up of ghettos, to the Wannsee Conference and to the Final Solution. 
Some even included the Death Marches at the very end of the Second World War. Many of these 
responses argued that the course of the war was a determining factor in the escalation of the 
persecution and the measures taken by the Nazi government and the SS. The vast majority 
of responses remained in high Level 2 with detailed descriptions of the events surrounding 
Kristallnacht and of conditions in the ghettos and the extermination camps. There were very few 
Level 1 answers for this question at all which clearly shows the importance teachers attach to this 
subject area – as well as an area of study with which many students are obviously familiar with. 
The mark scheme also allowed students to be awarded all levels if they responded with an answer 
which compared the methods used 1938-1945 to those prior between 1933 and 1938. These 
answers commented on extent of violence, the arrests and deportations of German Jews in the 
latter period, compared to the measures such as the shop boycott and the 1935 Nuremberg Laws.

Examiner Comments

This is a high level response. It has a clear focus on the question and clearly explains the changes in the 
Nazis’ treatment of the Jews from 1938 to 1945.
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Examiner Comments

This answer however is level 2. It is much more descriptive and does not give an explanation for the 
changing treatment.
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Question 5a 

There were some very good Level 3 responses which explained a range of effects of hyper-
infl ation. These answers generally differentiated its’ effects on different groups in society 
– such as the middle-classes losing their savings, the problems for pensioners on fi xed incomes, 
the benefi ts for those in debt, as well as the political repercussions, often making links to 
the Beer Hall Putsch. Others in level 3 sometimes included Stresemann’s introduction of the 
Rentenmark and also made links to the Dawes and Young Plans. Level 2 answers tended to give 
long descriptions on how banknotes had become worthless (e.g. wheelbarrows, baskets being 
worth more than money, banknotes to light stoves and used as wallpaper). Level 1 answers 
gave general comments or confused hyper-infl ation with the Wall Street Crash and wrote about 
unemployment, Germany wanting to get rid of the Treaty of Versailles or rapid increases in 
support for the Nazi Party.

Examiner Tip

The following response is high level 3. It explains a wide range of the effects of hyper-infl ation in 
Germany in 1923.
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Question 5b 

Level 4 answers reached a sustained judgement on the effects of the Wall Street Crash on Hitler’s 
rise to power, weighed against other factors such as constitutional problems in Weimar Germany 
and the organisation of the Nazi Party. Most answers in level 3 showed that students recognised 
the importance of the Wall Street Crash on Hitler’s rise to power and agreed that it was the most 
important reason for the rapid increase in Hitler’s popularity. Most of these answers focused on 
unemployment and how the Nazis’ promises and policies appealed to a signifi cant number of 
the German public. Level 2 answers gave descriptions of the Wall Street Crash or Hitler’s rise to 
power. As mentioned above (Q5a) the confusion with hyperinfl ation was quite common. Some 
students also focused on what happened after 1933 (Hitler building motorways, policies against 
the Jews etc). 

Examiner Tip

The following extract is part of a level 4 response. It is the concluding part of an analysis of the effects of 
the Wall Street Crash on Hitler’s rise to power.



13

History 5HB02 2C



14

History 5HB02 2C



15

History 5HB02 2C

Question 6a

Level 3 candidates often wrote impressively about the Reichstag Fire in the context of early 1933 
and how it was used by the Nazis to consolidate their power. They mentioned its propaganda 
value and how this led to the use of emergency powers and the Enabling Law. In Level 2 
candidates became involved in writing detailed description of the actual Reichstag Fire and the 
role of van der Lubbe. There was sometimes confusion and explanations that Hitler used the fi re 
to make himself Chancellor or to arrest many German Jews. Level 1 candidates often wrote their 
own personal opinions on who actually started the fi re and/or of van der Lubbe’s fate.

Examiner Comments

The following extract is from a level 3 response. It clearly focuses on the question and shows how the 
Nazis were able to use the Reichstag Fire to consolidate their power.
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Question 6b  

Many of the answers gained level 3 or 4 because they engaged with the range of factors which 
lessened opposition to Nazi rule.  These answers offered a judgement which was weighed against 
other factor(s) such as the problems facing opposition groups, the Nazis’ use of terror as well as 
support for the regime through economic improvements. Level 2 answers tended to describe the 
Nazis’ use of propaganda or gave lengthy examples of fi lms, posters, radio broadcasts and the 
book-burning. Level 1 responses often just added a detail to one or more of the bullet points.

Examiner Tip

The following extract is from a level 2 response. The candidate describes the Nazis’ use of propaganda 
rather than explaining the effects of propaganda or offering reasons for the lack of opposition to the Nazi 
government.
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Statistics

5HB02 2C Grade Boundaries

Grade Max.Mark A* A B C D E F G U

Grade boundaries 50 42 37 32 28 23 18 14 10 0

UMS 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 0
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