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Introduction

This summer's paper contained questions on a number of popular topics (e.g. prohibition, 
the New Deal, women) and so all candidates found that they were able to write in 
some detail in their answers. Popular topics are well-known, which is to the candidates’ 
advantage, but there is also the danger that answers become too descriptive at the expense 
of analysis. As detailed in the report on individual questions, there was an element of this in 
answers to Questions 1(c) and 1(d) in particular.

The problems candidates were having previously with Question 3 now seem to be behind 
us and it was particularly pleasing to see good explanations of the impact of various factors 
of the Wall Street Crash or opposition to the New Deal. For some candidates, however, 
comparative importance continues to be something they find very difficult. Examples are 
given in the report on Questions 3(a) and 3(b) which may help candidates to understand 
how this might be done.
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Question 1 (a)

Candidates are now secure in their understanding of the requirements of this first question. 
There were few answers which address the nature, origin and purpose of the source, and 
only the weakest responses were limited to paraphrasing or copying the source. Some 
candidates still write much lengthier responses than is necessary, but under the stress of 
sitting a public examination, perhaps this is understandable. It is worth emphasising that 
only one supported inference is required to score full marks – and this can be achieved in 
just 3-4 lines.

The example shown was a common response, suggesting that the USA must have been 
wealthy and that there was more leisure time because of the growth of cinemas.
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To be successful in the examination you have to move crisply through 
the questions. This ‘starter’ is one where you can gain time for other 
questions. Find your inference, make it, support it with a quote and 
move on! If you are uncertain about the validity of your inference, make 
another – but remember that you need only one supported inference for 
full marks.

Examiner Tip

The answer begins with the inference that the USA was 
quite wealthy   and is supported by a quote from the 
source. This is suffi cient for full marks.

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 1 (b)

This question was extremely popular with candidates. It seems that prohibition and its 
consequences is a topic known very well. There were many extensive and detailed answers 
to the question, which comfortably achieved full marks.
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Don’t leave it up to the examiner to fi nd your developed points. 
It is good technique (as seen in the answer shown) to use 
terms such as ‘one feature was…’ and ‘another feature was…’.

Examiner Tip

Three points are developed (speakeasies, corruption, 
gangsterism). Whilst more could be said on each, centres should 
note that this question is looking for two developed points, not 
lengthy essays. 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 1 (c)

Once again, this question addressed a topic which candidates knew well, but many 
candidates failed to reach the top level because their answers were descriptive. What 
examiners were looking for in response to this question was a discussion on the general 
impact of mass production, i.e. that the American economy boomed and that working 
practices changed. What many candidates did was to tell the story of Henry Ford and 
explain how mass production worked. Only where candidates could explain the more general 
impact (and perhaps that some of the impact was negative) was Level 3 reached.
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 Remember that this question is about effects. It is not 
enough to say what happened. What did those events you 
have described cause to happen? 

Examiner Tip

The candidate clearly sees the wider impact of the mass 
production: ‘this helped the American economy and created 
jobs and public spending’. It also sees some of the dangers, 
e.g. over-production. Consequently 7 marks were awarded.

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 1 (d)

This was a question which many candidates found challenging. Whilst they knew that 
buying shares was a common practice, they could not always find a number of reasons 
why Americans were able to buy shares in the 1920s. What most candidates argued was 
that Americans bought shares because it was easy to do so, as they could be bought ‘on 
the margin’. This was a perfectly valid response. Other points made were that banks were 
involved in share buying and the economy was booming. So there was a general air of 
confidence which contributed to a context in which share buying was considered a ‘good 
thing’ and money was made available to buy the shares. Where the context of prosperity 
was linked to easy purchase, this too took answers into the top level.

It was a pity that some candidates wasted their time by explaining the consequence of the 
share buying craze and how buying ‘on the margin’ led to problems when prices dropped in 
1929.
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This answer shows good technique by using the 
approach ‘one reason’, ‘another reason’. It explains 
how buying ‘on the margin’ and consumer confi dence 
contributed and are linked, so was marked at Level 3.

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 2 (a)

Whilst some candidates were drawn into long and detailed accounts of the Sacco-Vanzetti 
case, generally this question was well-answered. What was significant in the Sacco-Vanzetti 
case was not what happened, but what it told us about the growth of intolerance in the USA. 
Whilst weaker answers gave only details of the case or examples of racial discrimination, 
better answers explained the effects in terms of the growth of fear of communism, threats 
to the American way of life and steps taken to restrict immigration. In this context, the 
importance of the Sacco-Vanzetti case could more clearly be understood.

The extract shown has good detail on the growing fears and was followed by details of how 
the Sacco-Vanzetti case exemplified those fears, thus achieving a mark at Level 3.
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Look for the ‘big picture’ or ‘overview’. Just detailing 
examples of prejudice will limit your answer to Level 2.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)

The role of women in the USA in the 1920s is a topic which seems to appeal to many 
of the candidates, with an obvious fascination shown for changing fashions and social 
practices. Thus, many of the answers to this question wrote at length about how women 
attended speakeasies and ‘danced and drank’. Such descriptions did address the change 
that occurred for a minority of women, but examiners were hoping that candidates would 
look beyond flappers. Many did, with some well-explained responses on how winning the 
vote, employment opportunities and changing social attitudes gave women a greater 
independence.

The following extract reached the bottom of Level 3 for explaining that women became more 
independent. It does not score more highly because much of the answer is not effectively 
linked to the idea of independence.
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Remember that to answer a question on ‘changes’,    you 
must explain how things are different – not just what 
happened.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)

Whilst Question 3(a) proved more popular than Question 3(b), there were good responses 
to both questions from the majority of candidates. Perhaps the impact of the Wall Street 
Crash was seen as more ‘mainstream’ by candidates than opposition to the New Deal, but 
neither question seemed to cause difficulties. 

As stated in the introduction, candidates seem to have mastered the technique of explaining 
how or why various factors contributed to the stated outcome. Where they find things more 
difficult is trying to prioritise between factors and to establish that one factor was more 
important than others (or indeed that they are all linked). What candidates sometimes end 
up doing is asserting that one factor was more important, but not being able to compare 
that factor with others to establish this.

It might perhaps be of benefit to quote from the January 2011 examiners' report on this 
issue. In that report centres were advised that:

To score highest marks, the answer must compare the relative importance of a number 
of factors. In trying to do this many candidates asserted that one factor was the most 
important because it was very important. Such an approach is flawed. 

The example shows an approach to prioritisation and indicates how many candidates assert 
without providing support or explaining in sufficient depth. The candidate is arguing that 
unemployment was the most serious consequence of the Wall Street Crash, but does not 
prove this assertion.
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 Question 3 (b) 

 

    As stated in Question 3(a), this was the less popular of the two choices, though candidates 
generally knew the topic well. ‘Criticism from radicals such as Huey Long’ was not as 
well-known as the other factors, though it should be noted here that top levels can still 
be accessed by comparing three of the four bullet points (or, indeed three or four of the 
candidates own factors). 

 

    The extract shows how a candidate has effectively prioritised the factors. The   candidate 
argues effectively that the cost of the New Deal was the most important reason why people 
opposed Roosevelt’s policies – because it affected the most people.    This is an unusual, but 
perfectly valid approach to judging relative importance. 

 

 

   

 

   

Remember that you cannot prove that one factor is 
more important than another unless you write about 
both and compare them.

Examiner Tip
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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