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Introduction
     This paper contains a number of very popular topics, such as prohibition, gangsterism and the 
consequences of the Wall St Crash. Consequently, candidates are usually familiar with the material to 
be used in answering the questions, but they are not always effective in their examination technique.     

           Questions 1a and 1b present few problems, but many candidates fail to note that in Questions 1c, 2 
and to some extend 1d, the key to gaining top marks is to see the ‘big picture’, to give an overview 
or to prioritise. All of these approaches are an integral part of explanation. So in 1c candidates need 
to show the impact of the Wall St. Crash, not explain why it happened. In 1d they should talk about 
which reasons were more important; in 2a they should explain how prohibition brought change, rather 
than how ways were found round it.    

               Question 3 remains an area where there is room for improvement in many scripts and some generic 
advice may prove of benefi t.     

           Four bullet points are given and candidates should explain why these (or other factors) contributed 
to the given outcome (in this case impact on life in the 1920s or dealing with the Great Depression). 
But such an approach will get candidates only to the bottom of Level 3. To score highest marks, 
the answer must compare the relative importance of a number of factors. In trying to do this 
many candidates assert that one factor is the most important because it is very important. Such an 
approach is fl awed; comparison must involve an analysis of at least two factors.     
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 Question 1(a )
      This fi rst question proved a nice starter for most candidates, almost all of whom were able to fi nd a 
valid inference. In most cases the inference was supported from the source, though some candidates 
tried to provide support from their own knowledge. They should be aware that such an approach does 
not take an answer into Level 3. There were few examples of answers being restricted to Level 1 as a 
result of candidates merely copying or paraphrasing the source.  

       The example makes the inference that farming was hard and faced many problems. Support is then 
given from the source. Such an answer scores full marks   

 

 

 
 

 
 

Examiner Comments

  The answer begins with the inference (‘farming was hard’) and moves from there to 
quote the source to support the inference. This is excellent techniqu  e.

Examiner Tip

  Be direct in your response. We don’t need to have introductions or background 
information. Just answer the question directly.  
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    Question 1(b )
      This was a topic which certainly seemed to appeal to the candidates. Almost everyone knew about 
fl appers (apart from the small number who confused them with hoboes). Opinions on the fl appers 
stretched from them being at the forefront of the fi ght for women’s liberation to them all being 
women of very loose morals. Fortunately most candidates concentrated only on the fl appers’ life style 
and were well-rewarded for their extensive knowledge.   

       The answer is packed with information on fl appers and since only two well-developed points are 
needed to score full marks, this did so.   
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Examiner Comments

  Three points are developed (party and dancing, working smoking and fashion) so the 
mark of 6 is appropriate.  

Examiner Tip

  Good technique is shown in using ‘one point…’ , ‘another point’ and ‘a third point’. This 
clearly shows that separate points are being made.  
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     Question 1(c) 

   This question was challenging for many candidates. The original intention of the examiners was for 
candidates to write on the effects in 1929 and not beyond. However, the subtlety of the wording 
‘effects in 1929’ was lost on many candidates and so discretion was used to reward any effects which 
occurred within a short time    of November 1929. In effect, this was almost all the economic effects of 
the Crash.  

       It was disappointing to see so much time devoted to the causes of the Crash. Whilst this may be 
something to which centres and textbooks devote signifi cant amounts of time, candidates should make 
sure they don’t write about causes    when they are asked about effects.  

       A signifi cant number of candidates did give detail of the immediate impact. Those who were able 
to see the ‘bigger picture’ and argue that the boom was over and the American dream shattered, 
received reward at Level 3.  

  The answer below is from a candidate who related the detail of the effects of the Crash, but without 
any signifi cant explanation and was rewarded at Level 2.   
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Examiner Comments

The candidate understands the impact, but the answer is rather generalised with little 
precise detail.

Examiner Tip

Try to see the ‘big picture’ in this question. So people lost jobs, became poorer etc – 
what impact did this have on the USA as a whole?
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     Question 1(d )
      Whilst most candidates knew a good amount about Sacco and Vanzetti, there were those who 
obviously had not met the names before! That was surprising as they are mentioned in the 
amplifi cation of content in the specifi cation.  

       Those candidates who were familiar with Sacco and Vanzetti    were able to tell the story around their 
trial without diffi culty and thus reach a high Level 2. Where they were able to link the events to a 
more general anti-immigrant, anti-communist context of intolerance, Level 3 was awarded.  

        The extract is a good example of a candidate understanding the wider picture , but not providing 
the necessary support to justify the argument put forward (though the Red Scare is mentioned.) As a 
result the answer stayed at Level 2.    

 

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

  The answer talks about ‘the most important reason’, but lacks depth and does not 
make a comparison of this reason against others. So the suggestion is really just an 
assertion.  
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     Question 2(a )
  

         This was a topic which candidates knew well, but many allowed themselves to drift away from a 
consideration of how prohibition changed the lives of Americans into the exciting story of bootleg, 
moonshine and gangsterism. Whilst the details of Al Capone may be, in themselves, interesting, they 
are not indicative of how prohibition changed the lives of Americans. What the examiners wanted was 
an explanation of how many Americans now began to indulge in practices which were outside, if not 
against, the law. At the    highest level candidates were arguing, quite validly, that prohibition brought 
a disregard for law and order which previously had not existed.  

         This answer is an example of a Level 2 response which really does little more than tell the story of 
how people found a way around prohibition.   
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Examiner Comments

  Although the answer begins by talking about how prohibition changed the lives of 
Americans, it does not really provide any evidence of that change  

Examiner Tip

  Can you give an ‘overview’ here? What difference did prohibition make to the  
 USA  in general?  
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 Question 2(b) 
      This question was much less popular with candidates and proved diffi cult for those who answered it. 
The question clearly asked about the period 1936-41 and examiners were expecting to see a discussion 
of the Second New Deal and how it had an emphasis on helping the victims of the depression through 
social security, low cost housing and unemployment and sickness benefi t. A discussion on the impact of 
World War Two in Europe, or a more robust stance against the Supreme Court were also relevant.  

       Unfortunately, many candidates responded to the wording ‘attempts to deal with America’s economic 
problems’ by writing about the fi rst New Deal. This could not be rewarded.    Even where candidates did 
concentrate on the Second New Deal, they often failed to talk about change, either within the period, 
or between it and previous years.  

       The example does relate to the Second New Deal and does attempt to analyse change. It was marked 
at low Level 3.   
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Examiner Comments

  The example does relate to the Second New Deal and does attempt to analyse change. 
It was marked at low Level 3.  
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 Question 3(a )
      By a considerable margin this was the more popular of the two options in Question 3. The topic 
was well known and candidates had little diffi culty providing details of hire purchase, advertising, 
the movies and car ownership. Where they did have diffi culties was discussing the impact of those 
features. An answer which says that the impact of car ownership is that people could travel, is not 
operating at Level 3. An answer which explains the consequences of greater mobility in terms of 
greater knowledge, more open-mindedness, changes in society etc is operating at Level 3.  

       Where candidates were able to reach Level 3, they were often able to score high marks by showing a 
link between the factors or prioritising. This was pleasing, as, many students interpret this question 
not as whether one of the features was more important than others, but simply as whether it was 
important in itself.   

       The example  is the fi nal two paragraphs of an essay which has looked at the impact of hire purchase, 
advertising and the movies before addressing car ownership and drawing the argument together in a 
fi nal paragraph. Clear links are made and the answer was marked at the bottom of Level 4.   
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Examiner Comments

  The fi nal paragraph shows that the candidate fully understands how reasons link 
together to create an outcome  

Examiner Tip

  Try to avoid leaving your analysis to the fi nal paragraph. Answers are much stronger if you 
can demonstrate links or prioritise as you go through the answer. Then it is easier to draw 
the essay together in a fi nal paragraph.  
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 Question 3(b )
      As with Question 2b, this question proved to be a real challenge for the minority of candidates who 
answered it. Few of them knew much about Hoover, and often confused what he did with the work of 
Roosevelt. Most answers, however, gave details of Roosevelt’s measures in banking, the CCC and NRA, 
but were not able to make an effective case for the relative importance of the measures.  
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Examiner Comments

   The answer is an example of a response which readily dismisses Hoover and then gives 
details of what Roosevelt did, largely without comment. It was marked towards the 
bottom end of Level 2.   

Examiner Tip

  Remember that you are expected to compare the factors in this question. It is not enough 
just to write about them  
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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