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Introduction
Section B of Paper 2 assesses the British Depth Study, with candidates required to answer three

questions targeted at Assessment Objective 1 (Knowledge and Understanding) and Assessment

Objective 2 (Analysis of Second Order Concepts). As of the 2019 series, the British Depth Study

forms a separate booklet to the Period Study sat during the same examination. Candidates should

be reminded not to answer the Period Study questions in the British Depth Study booklet, or vice

versa, and where extra paper is used, to ensure that separate sheets are used for the Depth Study

and the Period Study, with each attached to the relevant booklet.

Question 1a follows an identical format to Q1 on Paper 1. Candidates should identify a

characteristic of the topic and, having identified a feature, they should add a further detail which

will explain the feature or provide context. It is important that candidates understand that the

details need to be connected – four disparate facts were limited to a maximum of two marks.

Question 1b is scored out of 12 marks and the mark scheme is identical to Q4 on Paper 1 and Q2

on Paper 3. The question targets the second-order concept of causation. The stimulus points are

provided to act as prompts to remind candidates what they have studied. Use of the stimulus

points is not compulsory, but where they are used, it should be noted that the mark scheme

requires an additional point of content to reach the top of Levels 2 and 3 and for entry into Level 4.

For Q1c, candidates have a choice between (i) and (ii) and the questions may target any second-

order concept. This question follows the same principles as Q5 and 6 on Paper 1. The stimulus

points should be useful reminders of the alternative aspects of the issue. It should also be noted

that the stimulus points will usually relate to aspects of content rather than directly indicating a

factor that should be included; their use is not compulsory. To achieve high marks, there is an

expectation that there will be both depth and breadth of knowledge, shown by three discrete

points of content being covered.

A good proportion of candidates were able to demonstrate excellent subject knowledge and score

within Level 3. Those answers that moved into Level 4 were able to grasp the conceptual focus of

the question and provide a supported judgement, based on criteria; this judgement was often

evident throughout the answer as well as forming the conclusion, showing careful planning and a

coherent line of reasoning. The majority of answers at Level 4 presented a balanced argument but

it should be noted that this is not a required structure, as long as the candidate’s judgement is in

relation to the full conceptual focus of the question.

At Level 2, candidates usually provided a good range of relevant content but struggled to apply this

to the second order concept dictated in the question. It is important that candidates consider the

question carefully and shape their answers in relation to the focus, whether this be causation,

consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference or significance.

Within section B, Q1a uses a points-based mark scheme, while Q1b and Q1c are marked using a

‘best fit’ approach applied to a levels of response mark scheme. Progression in Assessment

Objective 1(knowledge and understanding) is shown by the candidate's increasing ability to select

information precisely and show wide-ranging knowledge and understanding. Progression in

Assessment Objective 2 (analysis) is shown by a candidate's response moving from simple or

generalised comments to analytical explanations, showing a line of reasoning which is coherent,

logical and sustained. Centres are also reminded that the Indicative Content in the mark scheme

does not imply what must be included in a response, nor does it give any expectation as to how

candidates are expected to structure their responses. Any valid analysis and detail is rewarded and

examiners noted that some candidates demonstrated impressive knowledge and understanding.
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Question 1 (a) 

Stronger responses identified valid features of Magna Carta and then gave relevant supporting

detail. The most frequent features identified were the king having to keep promises, more freedom

for the Church, increased access to fairer justice, and more protection for freemen. These features

were then supported with details such as Church elections free from the monarch's involvement,

confiscation of land according to the law, the standardisation of weights and measures, and the

setting up of a council of 25 barons. There were some responses which were clearly confused

about Magna Carta and stated it was an agreement between King John and the Pope, was related

to control of Normandy or was a document used to encourage men to join the Crusades.

The response identifies two valid features of Magna Carta and

both have supporting information.
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Question 1 (b) 

There were some exceptional Level 4 responses which gave a clear analytical explanation of how

Richard's specific immediate actions when he became King which enabled him to secure the

throne. These responses demonstrated a secure understanding of the features and characteristics

of the period in the context of Richard's position when he became King such as Henry II's enemies,

influential individuals such as William Marshal and England's weak borders with Wales. These

responses then analysed with wide-ranging information Richard's securing of the throne with the

splendour of his coronation, his effective use of patronage to keep men such as Marshal on his

side, the managing of family members such as John, Geoffrey and his mother and the use of

negotiation to secure England's the borders with Wales and Scotland. Low to mid Level 3 responses

were less consistently analytical, with less relevant knowledge or were entirely dependent on the

two stimulus points. At Level 2 many candidates included lengthy detailed accounts of the pogroms

of 1189-90, descriptions of Richard as the Crusader King or compared the reign of Richard I with

that of John with an implicit link to the conceptual focus on explaining Richard's methods of

securing the throne.
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The response is an analytical explanation which is directed

consistently at the conceptual focus of the question with a

coherent, sustained and logical structure. Accurate and relevant

information is precisely selected to address the question directly

and shows wide-ranging knowledge and understanding of the

period. The response is therefore awarded full marks.
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There is some analysis directed at the conceptual focus of the

question with a line of reasoning for A02 and the response shows

some knowledge and understanding of the period. The overall

award is therefore low Level 3.
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Question 1 (c) (i)

Many candidates used the stimulus material confidently and also drew upon their own specific

subject knowledge to analyse the extent to which financial gain was the main cause for men joining

the crusading army. Most Level 4 and high Level 3 responses distinguished between financial gain,

(postponing of debt repayments, the potential to gain materially from the 'spoils of victory',

motivation for younger sons due to the principle of primogeniture) against religious motivation

(defending Christianity, earning a full indulgence) as well as participation motivated as part of

knight service or as an opportunity to develop military skills. Low to mid Level 3 responses were

frequently dependent on the stimulus material. Level 2 responses tended to lack accurate and

relevant knowledge and wrote generally about the repayment of debts and religious beliefs. A

common misunderstanding was that joining the Crusades would generate a guaranteed lifetime

income and the occasional candidate thought that crusaders were motivated by opposition to the

Pope or to the Interdict.
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An analytical explanation is given which is directed consistently at

the conceptual focus of the set question and there is a line of

reasoning which is coherent, logical and sustained. Accurate and

relevant information is precisely selected to address the question

directly and showing wide-ranging knowledge and understanding.

Criteria for the required judgement are justified and applied in the

process of reaching the overall judgement. All three strands of the

markscheme for Level 4 are met and the response is therefore

high Level 4 and full marks awarded.
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Question 1 (c) (ii)

Many candidates used the stimulus material confidently and also drew upon their own specific

subject knowledge to analyse the extent to which King John's use of arbitrary power was the main

cause for his worsening relationship with the barons in the years 1209-14. Most Level 4 and high

Level 3 responses distinguished between his arbitrary power (use of harsh fines, John's control of

the legal system, cruel punishments) and the loss of Normandy in creating opposition to John's

rule. High level responses considered other aspects leading to a worsening relationship such as

Church opposition to John especially following his excommunication in 1209 and the overall

deteriorating economic situation in England with rising inflation. Low to mid Level 3 responses were

frequently dependent on the stimulus material. Level 2 responses tended to lack accurate and

relevant knowledge or wrote at length outside the time frame of the question about Magna Carta,

events at Rochester or the invasion by Prince Louis. Some weaker responses discussed ‘people’ of

England in a general manner rather than focusing their analysis on John's relationship with the

barons.

GCSE History 1HI0 B2     17



18     GCSE History 1HI0 B2



The response is stronger for AO2 and reaches Level 3 with some

analysis mainly directed at the conceptual focus of the question

and an overall judgement is given with some justification. There is

some knowledge and understanding of the period and the

inclusion of accurate and relevant information to reach Level 2 for

AO1. The final mark is therefore low Level 3.

GCSE History 1HI0 B2     19



Paper Summary
Based on the performance seen on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Ensure that you revise content from all the sections on the specification.

Take care to learn the topic-specific vocabulary and practise using it.

Use your time wisely – don’t write too much for Q1a or include an introduction or conclusion for

Q1b. Use the time saved to make a short plan for your response to 1c, where planning and

organisation is most likely to improve your mark.

Demonstrate depth of knowledge by including two or three pieces of evidence in each paragraph,

where possible.

Make clever use of connectives to introduce a sense of debate among the points you make in

your essay – ‘Alternatively…On the other hand’ rather than, ‘Another reason…Another reason.’

When forming a judgement, use criteria to help with this and, when revising, spend some time

thinking about what criteria might go with each question style. Short-term/long-term go well with

causation and consequence styles, for example, while change and significance styles lend

themselves particularly well to considering different groups of people or the nature of the

change/impact.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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