
 

 

 

Examiners’ Report 

January 2013 

GCSE Health and Social Care 

5HS01 01 

 



 

GCSE Health and Social Care 5HS01 01 2 

Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications 

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning 
company. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, 

occupational and specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our 
qualifications websites at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk for our BTEC 

qualifications. 

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 

www.edexcel.com/contactus. 

If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that require the help 
of a subject specialist, you can speak directly to the subject team at Pearson. 

Their contact details can be found on this link: www.edexcel.com/teachingservices. 

You can also use our online Ask the Expert service at www.edexcel.com/ask. You will 

need an Edexcel username and password to access this service. See the ResultsPlus 
section below on how to get these details if you don’t have them already. 
 

 

Giving you insight to inform next steps 

ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your 

students’ exam results. 

● See students’ scores for every exam question 

● Understand how your students’ performance compares with class and Edexcel 

national averages 

● Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to 

develop their learning further. 

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus. 

Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes using 

Edexcel Online. 

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere 

Our aim is to help everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe in 
every kind of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve 

been involved in education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 countries, in 
100 languages, we have built an international reputation for raising achievement 
through innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and your 

students at: www.pearson.com/uk. 

January 2013 

Publications Code UG034603 

All the material in this publication is copyright 
© Pearson Education Limited 2013 

http://www.edexcel.com/
http://www.btec.co.uk/
http://www.edexcel.com/contactus
http://www.edexcel.com/teachingservices
http://www.edexcel.com/ask
http://www.edexcel.com/resultsplus
http://www.pearson.com/uk


 

GCSE Health and Social Care 5HS01 01 3 

Introduction 

The paper is divided into three sections. The first section consists of 15 multiple-

choice questions. These questions assess candidates’ knowledge and, in some cases, 
application of knowledge. 

The other two sections comprise questions 16 and 17. These questions require 
candidates to respond to a case study, which provides a context for candidates to 
engage with and a focus for the questions that follow. 

Understanding question stems is the key to producing accurate answers. Very often 
the question stem will be linked to some aspect of the case study. 

Questions will range from 2-mark questions, which are knowledge based, to 4–8-mark 
questions, which require greater level of application, discussion or analysis. For the 

longer 8-mark questions, a balanced, coherent and well-structured answer is required. 
Candidates are required to reflect, apply and use a range of information from across 
all the units in the qualification. 

This report will provide exemplification of candidates’ work, together with tips and/or 
comments, for a selection of questions. The exemplification will come mainly from 

questions which required more complex responses from candidates. 

Question 16(a) 

This question required recall of knowledge. 

 

 

examiner comment 

This is a knowledge question requiring an understanding of unit 

content. 

 

examiner tip 

Use past papers to practise this type of question. 
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Question 16(b) 

This question was generally well answered, showing a good understanding of 

emotional development. 

Where candidates were less successful, it was generally as a result of their 
misinterpreting the question stem, for example, answering from Heidi’s viewpoint 

rather than Rose’s. 

 

 

examiner comment 

This candidate uses a lot of general knowledge and some personal 

input rather than using vocational terminology, such as ‘self-esteem’. 

This candidate scored 2 marks. 

 

examiner tip 

Use the mark scheme to understand how marks are applied in 2–4-

mark questions and to therefore improve candidate performance. 
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examiner comment 

This is a good response which saw the candidate score 3 marks. 

However, even in good responses, candidates need to use subject-

specific knowledge and try not to rely on their own experiences when 

answering questions. 

.
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examiner comment 

This is a great response, which outlines both sides of the argument and 

saw the candidate gain 3 marks. 
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examiner comment 

A well-written response that would benefit from being more specific.  
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examiner comment 

Some accurate use of vocational language.  The candidate scored 2 

marks  
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Question 16(c) 

In this question, candidates got too distracted by the subject matter of the case study 

and did not apply their knowledge and understanding of the specification content. 
Although candidates seemed to understand the question, they did not tailor their 
answers fully enough. They explained the importance of friendship/conflict but did not 

expand on this. 

Questions on friendships are accessible for candidates as they can draw on their own 

experiences. While this is welcomed, it is good to see candidates being specific and 
bringing terms such as ‘peer group’ into their answers. Some discussion of the pros 
and cons would also have been good, but was rarely seen. 

 

 

examiner comment 

This is a great answer, which outlines the positive and negative aspects 

of friendships. Some good links were made where you can clearly see 

the candidate’s train of thought, which led to a well-rounded answer. 

The candidate scored 4 marks 
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examiner comment 

This response is typical of one where the candidate has written about 

their own personal experiences of friendships during adolescences, for 

example, changes in personality. The candidate scored 3 marks  

 

 

 

 

 

 

examiner comment 

A basic and limited response with some accurate factors identified The 

candidate scored 2 marks.  
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Question 16(d) 

This question was well answered, with many candidates achieving Level 3. Candidates 

were able to make relevant and accurate links to other factors such as self-esteem 
and self-image. 

 

 

examiner comment 

An example of an excellent response, where the candidate scored 5 

marks. 

 

examiner tip 

The mark scheme is a valuable resource which teachers should use to 

inform teaching schemes. 
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examiner comment 

In questions where candidates associate personally with the subject, it 

is important to keep focused when answering the question. 4 marks 

were awarded.  
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examiner comment 

This is an example of a limited response where the candidate scored 1 

mark. 

 

 

 

examiner comment 

There are good links made to relevant points in this answer, resulting 

in the candidate scoring 3 marks. 
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examiner comment 

As in the above example, there are some good links to the points 

made. This response scored 4 marks. 

 

Question 16(e) 

There was too much personal input displayed in answers to this question; the majority 

of responses were at Level 1 or 2. 

Too many candidates got distracted by the subject matter and therefore lost marks by 

not being objective and reflective, which is required in this long question. Many 
candidates did attempt to provide a balanced answer, which was good see. However, 
where candidates did provide a conclusion, these tended to be tokenistic. 

Those answers that were outstanding provided a coherent argument that was well 
balanced. 
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examiner comment 

This example is brief and limited. There is some evidence of relevant 

knowledge, but the candidate cannot extend it, so is given 6 marks. 
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examiner comment 

This is a better response, but the level of discussion is limited. 

 

Question 17(a) 

This was generally a well-answered question with good overall recall of knowledge. All 
candidates should have a good understanding of the knowledge required in this type 

of question. 

 

 

examiner comment 

Good knowledge displayed, resulting in the candidate scoring 2 marks. 
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Question 17(b) 

This was a well-answered question with candidates making good links to the case 

study and their overall knowledge, as well as the content of the unit and specification. 

Candidates displayed very good understanding of self-esteem and the factors that 
would have contributed to that. 

 

 

examiner comment 

Good accuracy and application of knowledge.  The candidate was 

awarded 4 marks 

 

examiner tip 

Use the mark scheme to understand how 2–4-mark questions are 

marked and use this as a basis for improving candidates’ performance. 



 

GCSE Health and Social Care 5HS01 01 19 

 

 

examiner comment 

Good overall knowledge and understanding displayed here. 



 

GCSE Health and Social Care 5HS01 01 20 

 

 

examiner comment 

An example of a more limited response, where the candidate scored 2 

marks. 
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examiner comment 

An example of a typical response that tries to get in all the vocational 

terms but needs to be more precise. The candidate scored 3 marks  
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Question 17(c) 

Questions on intellectual development have been asked before and again. This 

question was not well answered, tending to be vague, limited and repetitive in nature 
and content. 

The main weakness was candidates’ lack of understanding of intellectual development 

– language skills, cognitive development, problem-solving skills, perception – which 
was disappointing. There should also be an understanding of how intellectual 

development is central to other aspects of development, such as how we make and 
develop relationships, general happiness, future planning etc. 

Centres should focus on this area for further development. 

 

 

examiner comment 

A good response with some relevant points identified. However, there 

is a lack of understanding of the importance of intellectual 

development. The candidate scored 2 marks.  
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examiner comment 

Overall, a limited response, which resulted in the candidate scoring 3 

marks. 
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examiner comment 

A basic response which saw the candidate awarded 2 marks. 
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Question 17(d) 

This question builds on emotional development and should have been answered more 

accurately than it was. Many responses to this question were narrow in their focus. 
They tended to be ‘agony aunt’ type responses warning about the dangers of not 
using contraception or the risks of pregnancy. This approach should not be 

encouraged. The answers should have focused on the emotional side of relationships, 
such as losing or gaining friends and the need to be clear in communicating feelings. 

 

 

examiner comment 

There is too much personal input and generic knowledge used in this 

response, rather than using knowledge of the specification and 

applying it to the question. The candidate was awarded 1 mark. 
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Question 17(e) 

Responses to this question varied and tended to be more descriptive in content, with 

candidates displaying a limited understanding of how to ‘assess’. Where candidates 
understood the question, they tended to focus on simplistic points rather than making 
coherent sentences that linked meaningfully to each other. The required level of 

discussion and analysis was generally missing. 
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examiner comment 

This answer is limited and brief, although some examples of 

understanding are present. The candidate was awarded 3 marks. 

 

examiner tip 

Focus on responding to key verbs – describe, explain, discuss and 

assess. 
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examiner comment 

An example of a basic, simplistic response scoring 5 marks. 
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Paper Summary 

Where candidates performed well on this paper, there was evidence of: 

● good overall knowledge and understanding of the specification 

● an ability to apply knowledge 

● good use being made of practising past papers. 

Where candidates performed less well on this paper, areas for improvement include: 

● more accurate understanding of question stems 

● tailoring answers more specifically to the question in longer answer questions 

● developing understanding of terms such as ‘discuss’, ‘evaluate’ and ‘analyse’. 
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Grade boundaries 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 

link: 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 

 

 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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