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ANNOTATIONS TO BE USED IN MARKING GCSE WRITING 

French (2354), German (2364), Gujarati (2374), Spanish (2384) 
 
 

If it looks far too long, estimate the first 100 (Section 2) / 150 (Section 3) words. Over these 
first 100 / 150 words only, assess Quality of Language and Accuracy. 
 
 
 
Right hand margin (Section 2) 
 
P  (past tense successful) 
 
P-  (past tense attempted) 
 
F  (future reference successful) 
 
F-  (future reference attempted) 
 
O  (simple opinion) 
 
O+  (more complex opinion) 
 
 
Right hand margin (Section 3) 
 
O  (opinion) 
 
J  (justification) 
 
P  (past tense) 
 
F  (future reference) 
 
C  (subordinate clause) 
 
V  (verbal construction) 
 
T (more complex tense usage, e.g. pluperfect, conditional, subjunctive, 

reported speech, imperfect vs perfect or preterite) 
 
L (lovely lexical item) 
 
 
(For all the above, record + for enhancement and – for impairment) 
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ANNOTATIONS TO BE USED IN MARKING GCSE WRITING 
French (2354), German (2364), Gujarati (2374), Spanish (2384) 

 
 

READ EVERYTHING THE CANDIDATE HAS WRITTEN 
 

(Marks for Communication can be gained anywhere) 
 
 

 
Left hand margin (Sections 2 and 3 and Section 1 Q3) 
 
 
T1    (Task 1 communicated) 
 
T2    (Task 2 communicated) 
 
T3    (Task 3 communicated) 
 
T4    (Task 4 communicated) 
 
 
 
(Task attempted with limited success) 
 
T1 -  T2 -  T3 -  T4 – 
 
(Task attempted with no success) 
 
T1 O  T2 O  T3 O  T4 O 
 
 
 
Irrelevance (I) may earn Quality of Language marks (but not Communication marks). 
 
Repetition (R) (inc. repeated structures and lists) will not gain any additional marks. 
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WRITING PAPER MARK SCHEME  
 

GCSE FRENCH (2354)/GERMAN (2364)/GUJARATI (2374)/SPANISH (2384) 
 
Foundation Tier Scheme of Assessment 
 
 
Section 1 
 
Question 1 8 marks (Communication 8) 
 
Question 2 9 marks (Communication 6; Accuracy 3) 
 
Question 3 13 marks (Communication 6; Q of L 7) 
 
Total for Communication 20 marks 
 
Total for Quality of Language and Accuracy 10 marks 
 
Total for Section 1 30 marks 
 
 
 
Section 2 

 
Communication     10 marks 
 
Quality of Language    6 marks 
 
Accuracy     4 marks 
 
Total for Section 2   20 marks 
 
 
 
Total for Foundation Tier  50 marks 
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SECTION 1 
 
Communication 
 
Question 1  List  8 marks 
 
8 items each marked 1 for communication 
 
Mark for communication using the principle “If in doubt, sound it out”. 
Allow cognates.  Do not allow languages other than the target language. 
 
 
Question 2 Manipulation of language in response to verbal or visual stimuli 

 [Total 9 marks] 
Communication  6 marks 

(one mark per recognisable lexical item) 
 
Accuracy  3 marks 
 
3 marks  at least 5 items written accurately 
2 marks  at least 3 items written accurately 
1 mark   at least 1 item written accurately  
 
 
Question 3 Simple connected writing  (message, email, fax, postcard) 

 [Total: 13 marks] 
Communication                   6 marks 
 

Meets all or most of the requirements set. 6/5 
Some omissions in fulfilling task. 4/3 
Only very intermittent response to task. 2/1 
Fails to respond to task set. 0 

 
Quality of Language     7 marks 
 

6-7 
Basic range of vocabulary and structure. 
Effective for a variety of straightforward messages 
Some awareness of verb usage, with limited success. 
The writing is sufficiently accurate to enable a clear message to be  conveyed.  

4-5 
Restricted range of vocabulary. 
Short sentences succeed in communicating simple points. 
Despite regular errors, the writing often conveys a clear message. 

Individual vocabulary items or short phrases. 2-3 
The language conveys little or no message. 0-1 

 
 
Section 1 
Communication    20 marks 
Quality of Language & Accuracy 10 marks 
 
Total for Section 1  30 marks 
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Section 2 
 
Communication  [10 marks] 
 

8-10 
All the points of the task are communicated.   
Communicates personal opinions. 
Despite errors, communicates a clear message factually and/or imaginatively,  
including past, present and future events where required by the task.  

5-7 
The main points of the task are communicated in sentence form.   
Additional details are often communicated. 
An attempt to use more than one tense, where appropriate. 
The main points of the task and occasional additional details are 
communicated in sentence form.   2-4 

1 The main points of the task are communicated in short sentences.  

0 Little or nothing of merit.  Much ambiguity and omission.   Only sporadically      
comprehensible, or incomprehensible.  

 
Factors which might reduce communication marks are words in English or the wrong 
foreign language, blanks, nonsense sentences, “continuous present tenses”, which are 
inappropriate in the target language, failure to mention tasks, or complete non-sequiturs. 
 
Quality of Language  [6 marks] 
 

5-6 
Limited range of vocabulary, idiom and structure. 
Appropriate register used.   
The style of writing is basic but reasonably coherent. 
Past, present and future tenses used at a basic level. 

3-4 
A basic range of vocabulary, idiom and structure. 
Sentences may be repetitive but are often successful. 
Some limited attempt at the use of more than one tense. 

1-2 
Basic range of vocabulary and structure. 
Effective for a variety of straightforward messages 
Some awareness of verb usage, with limited success.  
Nothing of merit at this level. 0 

 
 
Accuracy   [4 marks] 
 

There is more accuracy than inaccuracy.  The writing is sufficiently accurate to 
enable a clear message to be conveyed. 3-4 

Despite regular errors, the writing often conveys a clear message.  The degree of 
inaccuracy frequently obscures the meaning.  1-2 

Insufficient accurate language to convey the meanings. 0 
 
 
Section 2 
Communication  10 marks 
Quality of Language    6 marks 
Accuracy        4 marks  
 
Total for Section 2  20 marks 
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Higher Tier Scheme of Assessment 
 
Section 2 
 
Communication     10 marks 
 
Quality of Language    6 marks 
 
Accuracy     4 marks 
 
Total for Section 2   20 marks 
 
 
Section 3 
 
Communication     10 marks 
 
Quality of Language    14 marks 
 
Accuracy     6 marks 
 
Total for Section 2   30 marks 
 
Total for Higher Tier   50 marks 
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SECTION 2 
 
Communication  [10 marks] 
 

8-10 
All the points of the task are communicated.   
Communicates personal opinions. 
Despite errors, communicates a clear message factually and/or imaginatively,  
including past, present and future events where required by the task.  

5-7 
The main points of the task are communicated in sentence form.   
Additional details are often communicated. 
An attempt to use more than one tense, where appropriate. 
The main points of the task and occasional additional details are 
communicated in sentence form.   2-4 

1 The main points of the task are communicated in short sentences.  

0 Little or nothing of merit.  Much ambiguity and omission.  Only sporadically  
comprehensible, or incomprehensible. 

 
Factors which might reduce communication marks are words in English or the wrong 
foreign language, blanks, nonsense sentences, “continuous present tenses”, which are 
inappropriate in the target language, failure to mention tasks, or complete non-sequiturs. 
 
Quality of Language  [6 marks] 
 

5-6 
Limited range of vocabulary, idiom and structure. 
Appropriate register used.   
The style of writing is basic but reasonably coherent. 
Past, present and future tenses used at a basic level. 

3-4 
A basic range of vocabulary, idiom and structure. 
Sentences may be repetitive but are often successful. 
Some limited attempt at the use of more than one tense. 

1-2 
Basic range of vocabulary and structure. 
Effective for a variety of straightforward messages 
Some awareness of verb usage, with limited success. 

Nothing of merit at this level.  0 
 
 
Accuracy   [4 marks] 
 

3-4 There is more accuracy than inaccuracy.  The writing is sufficiently accurate to  
enable a clear message to be conveyed. 

1-2 Despite regular errors, the writing often conveys a clear message.  The degree  
of inaccuracy frequently obscures the meaning.  
Insufficient accurate language to convey the meanings. 0 

  
 
SECTION 2 
 
Communication 10 marks 
Quality of Language 6 marks 
Accuracy  4 marks  
 
Total for Section 2  20 marks 
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SECTION 3 
 
Communication  [10 marks] 

9-10 

Communicates and expands on information and narrates events factually and/or  
imaginatively with no ambiguity.   
Communicates and justifies a range of ideas and points of view. 
Communicates in longer sequences, giving detailed descriptions. 
Coherent, pleasant to read. 
Highly creative and imaginative writing, where appropriate. 

7-8 

Communicates and expands on information and narrates events factually and/or  
imaginatively.   
Communicates and justifies ideas and points of view. 
Communicates in longer sequences, giving descriptions. 
Creative and imaginative writing, where appropriate.  

5-6 
All the points of the task are communicated in some detail.  
Communicates personal opinions in some detail. 
Communicates a very clear message in factual and/or imaginative writing. 

3-4 
All the points of the task are communicated.   
Communicates personal opinions. 
Despite errors, communicates a clear message factually and/or imaginatively,  
including past, present and future events where required by the task.  

1-2 
The main points of the task are communicated in sentence form.   
Additional details are often communicated. 
An attempt to use more than one tense, where appropriate.  
Much ambiguity and omission.   Only sporadically comprehensible. 0 

 
Factors which might reduce communication marks are words in English or the wrong 
foreign language, blanks, nonsense sentences, “continuous present tenses”, which are 
inappropriate in the target language, failure to mention tasks, or complete non-sequiturs. 
 
Quality of language   [14 marks] 

12-14 
A wide variety of structure, vocabulary and idiom. 
Longer sequences of language using a wide range of clause types.  
Verb tenses used with ease. 
Secure, consistent and very fluent. 

9-11 

A good variety of structure, vocabulary and idiom. 
Longer sequences of language using a range of clause types.  
Verb tenses used with confidence. 
Fluent and consistent with a degree of control. 
Style appropriate to the purpose. 
A range of structure, vocabulary and idiom. 
Some variety of clause types, e.g. subordinate clauses.  6-8 Verb tenses used effectively but with limitations. 
Fairly fluent with some degree of control.  

3-5 
Limited range of vocabulary, idiom and structure. 
Appropriate register used.   
The style of writing is basic but reasonably coherent. 
Past, present and future tenses used at a basic level.  
A basic range of vocabulary, idiom and structure. 
Sentences may be repetitive but are often successful. 1-2 
Some limited attempt at the use of more than one tense.  

0 The language conveys little or no message.  
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Accuracy  [6 marks] 
 

The overall impression is one of accuracy, with very few major errors.  6 

Writing is generally accurate.  Errors do not significantly affect the meanings.  4-5 

Inaccuracy does not impede the expression of a range of meanings.  2-3 

The writing is sufficiently accurate to enable a clear message to be conveyed. 1 

Insufficient accurate language to convey the meanings.  0 
 
 
 
SECTION 3 
 
Communication   10 marks 
 
Quality of Language   14 marks 
 
Accuracy      6 marks 
 
Total for SECTION 3   30 marks 
 
 
 
Total for Higher Tier   50 marks 
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WRITTEN COURSEWORK MARK SCHEME FOR GCSE GUJARATI (2376) 
 
 
Scheme of Assessment 
 
Communication  10 marks 20 marks 
Quality of language  30 marks per item 
Total (per item)   90 marks in total 
Overall Total    (3 items @ 30 marks each) 
 
NOTES 
 
The setting of sub-tasks is at the teacher's discretion. If no sub-tasks are set, candidates 
wishing to achieve high marks will either produce their own structure or write with creativity 
and imagination. 
 
To achieve a mark of 7 or more, candidates have to cover all three tenses in the three items 
of coursework submitted, taken together. 
 
Teachers should bear in mind the length guidelines in awarding communication marks. 
Length is flexible in individual items, however  
 

- to achieve 8 or better in an individual item, the candidate should produce 400-
500 words in the three items submitted, taken together. 

 
-  to achieve 6 or better in an individual item, the candidate should produce 250-

400 words in the three items submitted, taken together. 
 

-  to achieve 4 or better in an individual item, the candidate should produce 100-
250 words in the three items submitted, taken together. 

 
-  to achieve 3 or better in an individual item, the candidate should produce 50-

100 words in the three items submitted, taken together. 
 
For the early items of coursework, teachers are recommended to make a best estimate of 
the Communication mark. This mark may need to be re-assessed when the final three pieces 
of coursework are selected for final assessment. At this stage an overall picture will have 
emerged with regard to tenses used in the three pieces of coursework, coverage of the 
contexts and length of the three pieces taken together. 
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Communication    10 marks (per item) 
 
 
10 Communicates and expands on information and narrates events factually and/or 

imaginatively with no ambiguity. 
Communicates and justifies a range of ideas and points of view. 
Communicates in longer sequences, giving detailed descriptions. 
Coherent, pleasant to read. 
Ideas and points of view freely expressed and justified. 
Clear evidence of research, where appropriate. 
Highly creative and imaginative writing, where appropriate. 
 

 
9 Communicates and expands on information and narrates events factually and/or 

imaginatively. 
Communicates and justifies ideas and points of view. 
Communicates in longer sequences, giving descriptions. 
Ideas and points of view expressed and justified. 
Evidence of research, where appropriate. 
Creative and imaginative writing, where appropriate. 
 

 
8 All the points of the task are communicated in some detail.  

Communicates personal opinions in some detail. 
Communicates a very clear message in factual and/or imaginative writing. Some 
ideas and points of view expressed with occasional justification. Some evidence of 
research, where appropriate. 
  

 
7 All the points of the task are communicated. 

Communicates personal opinions. 
Despite errors, communicates a clear message factually and/or imaginatively, 
including past, present and future events where required by the task. 
Some limited evidence of research, where appropriate. 
 

 
6 The main points of the task are communicated in sentence form. Additional details 

are often communicated. 
An attempt to use more than one tense, where appropriate. 
 
 

5 The main points of the task and occasional additional details are communicated in 
sentence form. 

 
 
4 The main points of the task are communicated in short sentences. 
 
 
3 Communicates some basic information but not in sentence form. Only some of the 

main points of the task are communicated. 
 
 
2-0 Little or nothing of merit. Much ambiguity and omission. Only sporadically 

comprehensible, or incomprehensible. 
 
 

 
35



 
 
2376 Mark Scheme June 2005 
 
 
 

OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF LINGUISTIC QUALITY 
 
Quality of Language    20 marks (per item) 
 
20-19  A wide variety of structure, vocabulary and idiom. 

Longer sequences of language using a wide range of clause types.  
Verb tenses used with ease. 
The overall impression is one of accuracy. 
Secure, consistent and very fluent. 
 

18-17 A good variety of structure, vocabulary and idiom. 
Longer sequences of language using a range of clause types.  
Verb tenses used with confidence. 
Fluent with a degree of control and with very few major errors.  
Style appropriate to the purpose. 
 

16-15 A range of structure, vocabulary and idiom. 
Some variety of clause types, e.g. subordinate clauses. 
Verb tenses used effectively but with limitations. 
Inaccuracy does not impede the expression of a range of meanings.  
Fairly fluent with some degree of control. 
 

14-13 Limited range of vocabulary, idiom and structure. Appropriate register used. 
The writing is basic but reasonably coherent. 
Sufficiently accurate to enable a clear message to be conveyed.  
Past, present and future tenses used at a basic level. 
 

12-11 A basic range of vocabulary, idiom and structure. 
Sentences may be repetitive but are often successful. 
Despite regular errors, the writing often conveys a clear message.  
Some limited attempt at the use of more than one tense. 

 
10-9 Basic range of vocabulary and structure. 

Effective for a variety of straightforward messages.  
Some awareness of verb usage, with limited success. 
 

8-6 Restricted range of vocabulary. 
Short sentences succeed in communicating simple points. 
 

5-3 Individual vocabulary items or short phrases. 
Very simple, occasionally successful, but with frequent errors obscuring     
comprehension. 
 

2-0 Little or nothing of merit. 
 
The occasional word or phrase may be correct but the piece lacks structure or relies on 
inappropriate copying. 
       

 
36



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Certificate of Secondary Education  
Gujarati (1927) 

June 2006 Assessment Series 
 

Unit Threshold Marks 
 

  Unit Maximum 
Mark 

a* a b c d e f g u 

Raw 50 N/A N/A N/A 43 36 29 23 17 0 2371/01 
UMS 59 N/A N/A N/A 50 40 30 20 10 0 

Raw 50 43 38 33 29 16 9 N/A N/A 0 2371/02 
UMS 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 N/A N/A 0 

Raw 50 N/A N/A N/A 29 23 17 11 5 0 2372/01 
UMS 59 N/A N/A N/A 50 40 30 20 10 0 

Raw 50 43 37 32 27 20 16 N/A N/A 0 2372/02 
UMS 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 N/A N/A 0 
Raw 50 N/A N/A N/A 38 32 26 20 14 0 2373/01 
UMS 59 N/A N/A N/A 50 40 30 20 10 0 
Raw 50 45 38 31 24 13 7 N/A N/A 0 2373/02 
UMS 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 N/A N/A 0 

Raw 50 N/A N/A N/A 43 36 30 24 18 0 2374/01 
UMS 59 N/A N/A N/A 50 40 30 20 10 0 
Raw 50 43 39 32 25 16 11 N/A N/A 0 2374/02 
UMS 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 N/A N/A 0 
Raw 50 N/A N/A N/A 29 23 17 11 5 0 2375/01 
UMS 59 N/A N/A N/A 50 40 30 20 10 0 
Raw 50 43 37 32 27 20 16 N/A N/A 0 2375/02 
UMS 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 N/A N/A 0 

Raw 90 81 75 65 55 45 35 25 15 0 2376 
UMS 90 90 80 70 60 50 40 0 30 10 
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Specification Aggregation Results 
 
Overall threshold marks in UMS (i.e. after conversion of raw marks to uniform marks) 
 

 Maximum 
Mark 

A* A B C D E F G U 

1927 360 320 280 240 200 160 120 80 40 0 
 
 
The cumulative percentage of candidates awarded each grade was as follows: 
 

 A* A B C D E F G U Total 
No. of 
Cands 

1927 11.3 36.5 69.5 89.2 96.1 99.1 99.8 100.0 100.0 1104 
 
1104 candidates were entered for aggregation this session 
 
For a description of how UMS marks are calculated see; 
www.ocr.org.uk/OCR/WebSite/docroot/understand/ums.jsp
 
Statistics are correct at the time of publication 
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