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IMPORTANT

You can access via the Secure Key 
Materials (SKM) section of e-AQA on our 
website videos of a senior examiner 
speaking in detail about the work of these 
students in particular and about how to 
apply the Writing marking criteria in 
general.  These videos are loaded in 
SKM under the title: New Teacher 
Support Videos for Unit 4: Writing 
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Student 1 Commentary 
 
Task 1: An Article about your Lifestyle 
 
(NB: This is an essential summary of what the student is asked to do. The task title and the context 
are separated but need to be understood together for assessment purposes.) 
 
Content: 10/15 
 
This is quite a long piece of work. A lot of relevant information is presented, though not always 
clearly. The student should be given credit for the amount of information which is conveyed clearly 
and for the ambition to communicate a lot of information mostly relevant to the task. Ideas/points of 
view/opinions are expressed throughout the piece, if not always clearly. The student regularly 
attempts to explain opinions. The explanations for opinions about alcohol and drugs are clear 
enough; so there are a minimum of 2 explanations. 
 
Range of Language: 6/10 
 
More complex sentences are attempted but they are not mostly successful. They are sometimes 
successful but they do go beyond the simple und, aber. A sound range of vocabulary has been 
remembered appropriate to the task. 
 
Accuracy: 3/5 
 
There are many errors but the intended meaning is clear in almost all sentences. 
 
Total marks: 19/30 
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Student 1 Commentary 
 
Task 2: Jobs/An article about your part-time job and work experience 
 
Content: 10/15 
 
Three sentences are affected by the conjugated verb and that slightly affects the overall 
assessment. The student responds well to bullet points 4 and 5 which are not about part-time jobs 
and work experience but do relate to the focus of ‘jobs.’  This element of confusion in the task 
design does not help the student, such that the response can only just be described as ‘mostly 
relevant.’  It should be emphasised that the last two paragraphs have not been disregarded for 
assessment purposes, but the task-generated blurred focus does have an impact on how this 
piece of work is viewed as a whole in terms of relevance. In fact, a lot of information is conveyed 
clearly and there is sound evidence of ideas and points of view being expressed and explained. 
 
Range of Language: 7/10 
 
Although the range of vocabulary is not especially ambitious, more complex sentences (with weil, 
dass, obwohl) are attempted and are mostly successful. The four different tenses used add to the 
evidence for Range of Language. 
 
Accuracy: 3/10 
 
This piece is certainly more accurate than inaccurate and the intending meaning is generally clear. 
Verb and tense formations are not always correct, but this is still very close to 4 marks. 
 
Total marks: 20/30  
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Student 2 Commentary 
 
Task 1: Holidays -the chance to win 2 weeks in the sun! 
 
The Plan includes one conjugated verb – heisst. The affected sentence has to be disregarded for 
assessment purposes. It makes little difference to the overall outcome. 
 
Content: 11/15 
 
This is a good and relevant response which deserves marks in the Good category. The student 
responds to the competition aspect of the title. Occasional messages are confused, eg:  Ich mache 
lieber mit meine Familie/Nächstes Jahr .... sind wir nach Spanien fahren. However, a lot of 
information is conveyed clearly. Idea and points of view are expressed and are explained regularly. 
More detailed content would have taken the piece into the Very Good category. 
 
Range of Language: 8/10 
 
There is a good variety of structures – many weil clauses, but also good use of dass, wenn and 
obwohl. Five different tenses are in evidence but occasionally verb forms are not successful, eg: 
Am Dienstag sind wir unsere Cousins besuchen. Der tag hat (instead of hatte) viel nebel. There is 
a good variety of appropriate vocabulary. 
 
Accuracy; 4/5 
 
Despite the examples mentioned above, verb and tense formations are usually correct and the 
piece is generally accurate. 
 
Total marks: 23/30 
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Student 2 Commentary 
 
Task2: article for a teenage web-site about Lifestyle. 
 
Plan: not used. 
 
Content: 12/15 
 
Again this is a good and relevant response. There is the very occasional confused message, eg: 
obwohl ich nie zeit hafür habe/und ich habe gestresst/also muss ich mit krütchen gehen . A lot of 
information is conveyed clearly. Points of view are expressed and explained four times. This is 
borderline between 12 and 13. 
 
Range of Language: 8/10 
 
More complex sentences are often dependent on weil but there is other evidence of dass, wenn 
and obwohl clauses. Two infinitive constructions are good and the use of tenses is very good, 
especially the conditional linked with möchte/hätte/wäre. This is borderline between 8 and 9. 
 
Accuracy 5/5 
 
Verb and tense formations are secure in this piece. There are minor errors (eg spelling/word order) 
but, especially given the borderline assessment for Range of Language, the piece can be viewed 
as largely accurate and deserving of full marks in this category. 
 
Total marks: 25/30 
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Student 3 Commentary 
 
Task 1: Impressions of an exchange visit 
 
Plan - not used. 
 
Content: 15/15 
 
This is a very good and convincing response to the title. It is fully relevant and detailed. Almost all 
information is conveyed clearly. Ideas and points of view are expressed regularly and explained 
several times. The piece is well organised and is a credible account of an exchange visit. 
 
Range of Language: 9/10 
 
There is an excellent use of verbs in different tenses with mainly correct word order. There is a 
wide variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures, although the latter are mainly dependent on 
weil and dass. Complex structures, including the passive voice, are handled with confidence. On 
the whole, this is a fluent piece of writing. 
 
Accuracy: 5/5 
 
Although there are occasional errors, there is evidence of much accurate German here. Verb and 
tense formations are completely secure. 
 
Total marks: 29/30 
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Student 3 Commentary 
 
Task 2: My area (a blog about your area and the environment.) 
 
The plan is fine. 
 
Content: 15/15 
 
The piece explores different dimensions of “My area,” including the environment, comparing 
contrasting and imagining. A lot of detail, relevant to the broad sweep of the title, is presented and 
almost all of it is conveyed clearly. Ideas and points of view are in abundance. They are explained 
several times. 
 
Range of Language: 10/10 
 
Verb structures and different tenses including the conditional and imperfect subjunctives are used 
with confidence throughout the piece. More complex sentences are developed with subordinate 
clauses introduced by weil, dass, als, obwohl, wann, wo - often linked together. Infinitive 
constructions are used well. Well chosen adverbs add authenticity and fluency to the piece. 
 
Accuracy: 5/5 
 
There are occasional minor errors here but the abundance of good quality accurate German 
deserves to be rewarded with full marks in this category too. 
 
Total marks: 30/30 
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