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Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Marking Criteria

These criteria are common to all four subjects that have marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) – 
GCSE English Literature, GCSE History, GCSE Geography and GCSE Religious Studies.

However, the marks allocated to each level vary for individual subjects and units.

Please see accompanying SPaG guides for GCSE Geography B SPaG mark allocations. These can be found at  
www.edexcel.com/gcse2012geographyB

Questions with four marks available for SPaG
0 marks Errors severely hinder the meaning of  the response or candidates do 

not spell, punctuate or use the rules of  grammar within the context 
of  the demands of  the question.

Threshold 
performance 

Level 1 1 mark Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of  the demands of  the question. 
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response. Where required, 
they use a limited range of  specialist terms appropriately. 

Intermediate 
performance 

Level 2 2–3 marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of  meaning in the context 
of  the demands of  the question. Where required, they use a good 
range of  specialist terms with facility. 

High 
performance 

Level 3 4 marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of  meaning in the context 
of  the demands of  the question. Where required, they use a wide 
range of  specialist terms adeptly and with precision.

Questions with three marks available for SPaG
0 marks Errors severely hinder the meaning of  the response or candidates do 

not spell, punctuate or use the rules of  grammar within the context 
of  the demands of  the question.

Threshold 
performance 

Level 1 1 mark Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of  the demands of  the question. 
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response. Where required, 
they use a limited range of  specialist terms appropriately. 

Intermediate 
performance 

Level 2 2 marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of  meaning in the context 
of  the demands of  the question. Where required, they use a good 
range of  specialist terms with facility. 

High 
performance 

Level 3 3 marks Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of  grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of  meaning in the context 
of  the demands of  the question. Where required, they use a wide 
range of  specialist terms adeptly and with precision.
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Intermediate
Performance

Examiner Comments
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GCSE Geography B Unit 1 Higher (5GB1H)

1839276/15

9

6 Q07b

Examiner Comments Mark
Sound control of  meaning with little lost through errors. 
Colloquialisms occasionally misplaced, such as ‘riping it 
up’ (sic).

Use of  specialist terminology is attempted, as in 
‘glaciers’, ‘optimum temperature’ and ‘extreme 
weather’.

Some grammatical weakness (e.g. ‘will be changed...
will heat up’) but few spelling errors and punctuation is 
sound if  a little thin.

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

2 marks
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GCSE Geography B Unit 1 Higher (5GB1H)

2394096/17

4 Q08b

7

Examiner Comments Mark
Sound control of  meaning throughout.

Use of  specialist terminology is attempted (e.g. 
‘outsourced’) but there is a limited range of  this.

Some grammatical weakness (e.g. ‘improve sells’) and a 
few spelling and punctuation errors, especially in the use 
of  commas. 

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

2 marks
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GCSE Geography B Unit 2 Higher (5GB2H)

2394097/17

5 Q08b

8

Examiner Comments Mark
Sound control of  meaning although some punctuation 
errors occasionally make it difficult to discern intent.

Use of  specialist terminology is generally sound and 
quite widespread, such as ‘computing manufacture’, 
‘offer incentives’ and ‘newer technologies’.

Some grammatical weakness and a few spelling and 
punctuation errors (e.g. ‘it’s’). Capitalisation is a little 
variable. 

Intermediate 
performance

Level 2

2 marks
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High
Performance

Examiner Comments
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GCSE Geography B Unit 1 Higher (5GB1H)

1839374/17

6 Q08b

9

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is clear throughout and the response is 
articulate.

Wide range of  specialist terminology used accurately, 
including ‘coniferous forests’, ‘tundra regions’ and 
’smaller petals’.

Consistent accuracy in spelling and punctuation, 
including use of  semi-colons.

High performance

Level 3

3 marks
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GCSE Geography B Unit 2 Higher (5GB2H)

2392594/17

6 Q08b

9

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is clear throughout and the response is 
articulate.

Wide range of  specialist terminology used, including 
‘operational expertise’, ‘tariffs and quotas’ and ‘foreign 
companies’.

Consistent accuracy in spelling. Punctuation is a little 
thin, with very long sentences, although it is generally 
accurate.

High performance

Level 3

3 marks
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GCSE Geography B Unit 2 Higher (5GB2H)

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is clear throughout and the response is highly 
articulate with a very good use of  like words to help the 
argument flow.

Wide range of  specialist terminology used, including 
‘carbon neutral’ and ‘biofuels’.

Consistent accuracy in spelling and punctuation although 
there are one or two small errors and self-corrections.

High performance

Level 3

3 marks
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GCSE Geography B Unit 2 Higher (5GB2H)

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is clear throughout and the response is simply 
written but with very few errors and meaning is directly 
communicated.

Wide range of  specialist terminology used, including 
‘lack of  surplus’ and ‘cycle of  poverty’.

Consistent accuracy in spelling and punctuation.

High performance

Level 3

3 marks
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Threshold 
Performance

Examiner Comments
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GCSE Geography B Unit 1 Foundation (5GB1F)

1846402/17

0 Q08b

5 Q08c

6Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is discernible but impeded by SPaG errors with 
omitted words.

A limited range of  basic terms used, some of  which are 
geographical, such as ‘reasonable temaparature’ (sic).

Several grammatical weaknesses, frequent errors in 
spelling and limited use of  punctuation.

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark
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GCSE Geography B Unit 1 Higher (5GB1H)

1839530/17

4 Q08b

6Examiner Comments Mark
Sound control of  meaning although some is lost through 
errors.

Use of  specialist terminology is attempted but most is 
basic (e.g. ‘fauna’ and ‘adapted’).

Some grammatical weakness and a few spelling errors, 
including specialist terms ‘Artic’, ‘enviroment’ and 
‘camaflauge’ (sic). Errors in the use of  commas and 
capitalisation, such as ‘Moss’ and ‘Lichens’.

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark
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GCSE Geography B Unit 2 Foundation (5GB2F)

2393296/17

RUBQ08c

RUB

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is discernible although meaning can be 
obscured by SPaG errors, such as ‘as it travels all over 
the world’.

A limited range of  basic terms used with few specialist 
terms (e.g. ‘company’ and ‘destination’).

Several grammatical weaknesses and several errors in 
spelling and punctuation, such as ‘countrys’, ‘bussness’ 
and ‘rellable’ (sic).

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark
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GCSE Geography B Unit 2 Foundation (5GB2F)

2393313/15

4 Q07c

6

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is discernible but occasionally hard to discern 
because of  missing words and SPaG errors.

A limited range of  basic terms is used with one or 
two specialist words and phrases, such as ‘biogas’ and 
‘climate change’.

Several grammatical weaknesses and several errors 
in spelling (e.g. ‘feulwood’ and ‘piombem’ (sic)). 
Punctuation and capitalisation are variable.

Threshold 
performance

Level 1

1 mark
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