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Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Marking Criteria
These criteria are common to all four subjects that have marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) —
GCSE English Literature, GCSE History, GCSE Geography and GCSE Religious Studies.
However, the marks allocated to each level vary for individual subjects and units.

Please see accompanying SPaG guides for GCSE Geography B SPaG mark allocations. These can be found at
www.edexcel.com/gcse2012geographyB

Questions with four marks available for SPaG

Questions with three marks available for SPaG
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Examiner Comments

Intermediate

Performance
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GCSE Geography B Unit | Higher (5GBIH)

*(b) Explain how climate change might add additional stress to marine ecosystems.
(6)
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Examiner Comments Mark
Sound control of meaning with little lost through errors. Intermediate
Colloquialisms occasionally misplaced, such as ‘riping it performance
up’ (sic).

p’ (sic) Level 2
Use of specialist terminology is attempted, as in
‘glaciers’, ‘optimum temperature’ and ‘extreme
weather’.

2 marks

Some grammatical weakness (e.g. ‘will be changed...
will heat up’) but few spelling errors and punctuation is ‘

sound if a little thin. e
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GCSE Geography B Unit | Higher (5GBIH)

*(b) For a named Transnational Company (TNC), explain why it operates in different

parts of the world.
(6)
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Examiner Comments Mark

Sound control of meaning throughout. Intermediate

- . . erformance
Use of specialist terminology is attempted (e.g. P

‘outsourced’) but there is a limited range of this. Level 2

Some grammatical weakness (e.g. ‘improve sells’) and a 2 marks
few spelling and punctuation errors, especially in the use

of commas. - 4
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GCSE Geography B Unit 2 Higher (5GB2H)

*(b) For a named Transnational Company (TNC), explain why it operates in d different
parts of the world.

(6)
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TOTAL FOR SECTION C = 9 MARKS

Examiner Comments Mark
Sound control of meaning although some punctuation Intermediate
errors occasionally make it difficult to discern intent. performance
Use of specialist terminology is generally sound and Level 2

quite widespread, such as ‘computing manufacture’,

N A o 2 marks
offer incentives’ and ‘newer technologies’.

Some grammatical weakness and a few spelling and

punctuation errors (e.g. ‘it’s’). Capitalisation is a little .

variable. - &
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Examiner Comments
High

Performance
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GCSE Geography B Unit | Higher (5GBIH)

*(b) For either a hot arid or a polar region, explain how vegetation has adapted to this
extreme climate.
(6)

Hot arid or polar region: PM%
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(Total for Question 8 = 9 marks) | O

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is clear throughout and the response is High performance
articulate.

Level 3

Wide range of specialist terminology used accurately,
including ‘coniferous forests’, ‘tundra regions’ and
'smaller petals’.

3 marks

Consistent accuracy in spelling and punctuation, ‘
including use of semi-colons.
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GCSE Geography B Unit 2 Higher (5GB2H)

*(b) For a named Transnational Company (TNC), eeplain whﬂt operates in different
parts of the world. .

(6)
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Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is clear throughout and the response is High performance
articulate.
Level 3
Wide range of specialist terminology used, including 3 marks
‘operational expertise’, ‘tariffs and quotas’ and ‘foreign
companies’.
Consistent accuracy in spelling. Punctuation is a little
thin, with very long sentences, although it is generally ‘

accurate.
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GCSE Geography B Unit 2 Higher (5GB2H)

*(b) With reference to your local area, explain how changes in transport couid help to
reduce Its eca-footprint,

Named local area .. .. Hﬁf{‘fﬂrﬂl
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Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is clear throughout and the response is highly High performance
articulate with a very good use of like words to help the Level 3
argument flow.
. . . . . 3 marks
Wide range of specialist terminology used, including
‘carbon neutral’ and ‘biofuels’.
Consistent accuracy in spelling and punctuation although
there are one or two small errors and self-corrections. ‘
\_/\_)
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GCSE Geography B Unit 2 Higher (5GB2H)

Y N

*(b) With reference to a named rural area in a developing country, explain the issues

that it is facing. !

Named rural area % AL
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Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is clear throughout and the response is simply High performance
written but with very few errors and meaning is directly
. Level 3
communicated.
Wide range of specialist terminology used, including 3 marks
‘lack of surplus’ and ‘cycle of poverty’.
Consistent accuracy in spelling and punctuation. ‘
- T 4
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Examiner Comments

Threshold

Performance
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GCSE Geography B Unit | Foundation (5GBIF)

its people.

Named Environment: \_‘_LW"@V‘M‘L _____ .
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(b) For a named extreme environment, state two ways climate change could threaten

(2)
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*(c) For either a hot arid or a polar region, describe how plants and animals survive in

6 5 Qos

Hot arid or polar region: ...... PoX oa—ich.

Examiner Comments

Meaning is discernible but impeded by SPaG errors with
omitted words.

A limited range of basic terms used, some of which are
geographical, such as ‘reasonable temaparature’ (sic).

Several grammatical weaknesses, frequent errors in

spelling and limited use of punctuation. - A

Mark

Threshold
performance

Level |

| mark
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GCSE Geography B Unit | Higher (5GBIH)

*(b) For either a hot arid or a polar region, explain how vegetation has adapted to this

extreme climate.
(6)
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Examiner Comments Mark
Sound control of meaning although some is lost through Threshold
errors. performance
Use of specialist terminology is attempted but most is Level |

basic (e.g. fauna’ and ‘adapted’). | mark

Some grammatical weakness and a few spelling errors,
including specialist terms ‘Artic’, ‘enviroment’ and
camaflauge’ (sic). Errors in the use of commas and

capitalisation, such as ‘Moss’ and ‘Lichens’. == ——_ =
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GCSE Geography B Unit 2 Foundation (5GB2F)

*(c) For a named Transnational Company (TNC), describe the main features of its
global operation.
(6)
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Examiner Comments Mark

Meaning is discernible although meaning can be Threshold
obscured by SPaG errors, such as ‘as it travels all over performance

h Id’.
the wor Level |

A limited range of basic terms used with few specialist | mark

terms (e.g. ‘company’ and ‘destination’).
Several grammatical weaknesses and several errors in
spelling and punctuation, such as ‘countrys’, ‘bussness’ |

and ‘rellable’ (sic). -
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GCSE Geography B Unit 2 Foundation (5GB2F)

*(c) For a named example, describe the main features of a 'bottom-up’ development
project.
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(Total for Question 7 = 9 marks)| §

(6)

Examiner Comments Mark
Meaning is discernible but occasionally hard to discern Threshold
because of missing words and SPaG errors. performance

A limited range of basic terms is used with one or Level |
two specialist words and phrases, such as ‘biogas’ and | mark

‘climate change’.
Several grammatical weaknesses and several errors
in spelling (e.g. ‘feulwood’ and ‘piombem’ (sic)).

Punctuation and capitalisation are variable. = ——— =
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