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Introduction

As is usual this examination tested a wide range of specification content and discriminated
effectively, especially with the longer ‘mini-essay’ questions on the optional questions:

5, 6, 7 and 8. Again, as is usual, candidates were expected to offer both the appropriate
knowledge and understanding but also to apply it to the question asked in order to score
highly. Although this report identifies some areas where subject knowledge was a little
uneven it also addresses the strengths and weaknesses in candidates’ ability to deploy that
information effectively.
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Question 1 (a)

The data does not suggest a simple linear relationship between earthquake strength and
death toll although this was, indeed, a legitimate and quite common response. Variations in
population density, a fairly obvious answer from the point of view of the question setter, was
a very infrequent response whilst ‘time of day’ and ‘state of development’ were probably the
most popular. Intriguing.

1 Figure 1 shows the number of deaths in five major earthquakes.

Year Location (n’:::ng::t::‘::-) i
2011 East coast of Japan 9.0 20,900
2010 | Haiti 7.0 316,000
2008 | Sichuan (China) 7.9 87,600
2007 | Peru 8.0 500
2004 | NW coast of Sumatra (Indonesia) 9.1 227,900

(Source: © Credit: U.S. Geological Survey, Department of the Interior/USGS 2015)
Figure 1
(a) Study Figure 1.

Suggest one reason why some earthquakes kill more people than others.
(2)

................. SomMe .. earthquakes... that...org... .. hEODCS. ..
____________ SUCA... a&.. Hatt. . ot 26,000, deaths.... kecose.
______________ LY. ... 0. GO 1O PG . PLLLAUHOD.......

_____ GA...... . ReRpocakon... kY. . budding .. Mol bouddegs
dos onek  AMghear  wpuad on Hha aehr Scade

A
ﬁ ResultsPlus 4 ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

This was typical of the commonest route to
both marks - the basic idea of being an LEDC
followed by a meaningful consequence of that.

Don't expect examiners to fill in
gaps for you - develop points
whenever you can.
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Question 1 (b)

The most obvious initial hurdle was to remember the appropriate boundary which about

a fifth of candidates failed to do. Those that did rarely added anything much with diagrams
that varied from a very small number of excellent and accurate, well annotated efforts to
representations that bore no obvious resemblance to a destructive plate boundary.

The descriptions were better although too many simply presented the whole set of boundary
processes, of which some were relevant to volcano formation and some were not. The most
obvious lacuna was the ultimate movement of magma upwards to the surface.

This is fairly typical of a 2 mark response.

(b) Explain how volcanoes form on destructive plate boundaries.

You may use a diagram to help your answer.

(4)

conhignte
S}

_ o1 (e R
— N Down wods

_________________ Because, tho donsts oceanic crost and
______________________ the. connrerval. cUse. push4ogethes and.

SN 4he oceanic crust 1S mort. donse (tmd fh..«urtf)
................ 1S forced downwads and over time, thisS

........................... cousing..an eathqualke., ofen of a ..
B WTqlh magnil UL . o heon eomg

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Pictures, it is claimed can tell a thousand words, and diagrams
certainly have the potential to tell a more modest 50 or 60
perhaps, but only if they are annotated meaningfully. This
example was sadly typical.

A
Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Highlight or underline keywords
in the question so as to better
establish its focus — what it is
really asking you.

GCSE Geography 5GB1H 01
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Question 1 (c)

Although most candidates had something to say about ‘immediate response’ which was

encouraging, far fewer introduced any criteria for measuring success, as the question really
demanded. Taking its wording directly from the specification, as future questions will on the
new specification, it is important that the focus of teaching is on these questions rather than

just the generality of the topic. Having said that, there were some very well constructed
Level 3 answers.

This is a strong Level 3 response.

*(c) For a named tectonic hazard event, examine the success of thew

sponse and efforts.
mm"@ (6)

Named hazard event: VOlC&NCﬁIlLPUMNtNHLﬂQO(\BO
Ja.2002 . ME. Nyiogongo. 0. e Democmuaic.. Rapubuc of.

Congp,-ecupted , Skl ond Wilked LI“":) ecp\e:.
th e vol@no.. empteol e\ i

pgmfmﬂ:ic t;mu%\roum Hre. LGS, 00 SAUKEL .. Ruxuxo\ﬁ ..........
ond. No.. OCCess EO. AR LOOULEX, . 80. OLISROSE. SPRAd ...
QUi TRES. Means. . a0k, BAL. EXALCUOHON. 08, UL
o A0 e PEOP\L. LEINA. MMNXOUONL.... 0. ALSEASE ...
e ON. (United Narons).. put ouk o reliep egart o tne TV. .

and 0O, mmuﬁgtmxamtogmm%ummsed nadar
O W E’Q Goma.. (Total for Question 1 = 12 marks)

LR g fT sek, 26,000  rofunLs of cood was

Adstilouked , A )
DIENENX. g 3 @d of \ncur\wc%w were %wen ouk to

TS LOOLS sucue.ssw beca,use peaple had access to gocd
and ARON WOLEX, SO Bh) LWENe OUke HO SULMVE,

Convenehy, the reuepngorrswcrfwmveﬁm,mm
WP wa chw\to rRouid WOYNRS | of repau’ broken
WOEX pipe. Tn ocdRx to DEW\?S\L(,CESSW the UN
sroukd o DUE TR plae  exacoHon owkes and ek

6 GCSE Geography 5GB1H 01



hOMES  on 0@ resistant dﬂ&i(j'ﬂ, to provent n;Luﬂmuﬂ
eplelxs of juwe oM WML -

A
Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

us
It was good to see that this candidate has Use the 'focus' words in your answers - this
circled the word 'immediate' which was not the candidate begins their final paragraph with
obvious focus of all answers to this question 'This was successful because..." directly
which often drifted into general commentaries addressing the question.

about relief at any stage.
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Question 2 (a)

It is an obvious irony, in our sat-nav world, that geography students are increasingly
uncomfortable when presented with maps. The use of compass points was quite common
although ‘the north’ was often used rather than in ‘the north-west of Scotland’ but the scale
was largely ignored. Some also struggled with the idea of variations in decrease, or rather
the appropriate language to describe these variations.

This is a 2 mark response.

2 Figure 2 shows the predicted decrease in average rainfall in the UK for the 2080s.

Percentage (%) decrease in rainfall

Figure 2

(a) Study Figure 2.

Describe the pattern of predicted changes in rainfall,

!»;;-

Examiner Tip

Examiner Comments

There is a particular need to improve the
basic command of both scale and direction in
candidate responses especially in questions
that focus on 'pattern’.

If a map has a compass point and a
scale try to use both in your answer.
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Question 2 (b)

We were generous in setting the criteria of what constitutes an ‘environmental’ impact but
many candidates were still inclined to state truisms, often from the map, such as ‘it is drier
rather than explore how this might impact on the environment. Along with economic, social
and political a clear understanding of what the term means is very important.

’

This is a 4 mark response.

(b) Using examples, describe the impact of climate change on the environment of
the UK.

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

There are a number of keywords that are If in doubt use an example - remember that

essential - environment is one of them - if it is wrong you cannot lose marks. If this
make sure that you know what can best be candidate had said Huddersfield and not

included in a list of environmental impacts. Hull they would simply get no credit for the
example. Marks cannot be taken away.
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Question 2 (c)

This is well-taught and clearly understood by many candidates so, unsurprisingly, there were
many good answers. The most obvious confusions were the impact of volcanic eruptions
which a minority see as being largely warming events and sunspots which do, after all,
require a little counter-intuitive thinking. A particular feature was the very competent
understanding of some aspects of the Milankovitch mechanism with some very strong and
well-illustrated answers.

This response scores top Level 3 marks.

*(c) Explain how natural causes can result in climate change. SUr*‘;fo\"i }T “ ]\jo‘tg\maajwmemﬂ.
(6)

N it s O Ve e S vbf ______________ odidien o
b om. j[bA Crﬁ\ ‘H\oﬁﬁiﬁfﬁ *\Ajrumm(TotalforQuestion 2 = 12 marks)

Eoth.

% ResultsPlus Q ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

Candidates often ask how many is enough Making quick notes at the top of the question
when plurals are used as here 'natural is very good practice in these longer answers.
causes'. Obviously two is a minimum and logic A mini-plan is a good idea and takes just a few
suggests that three is better but the key point seconds to complete.

to recall is that what one cannot make up in
breadth can be recovered with more depth/
detail of understanding of a particular process.
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Question 3 (a)

The vast majority of candidates had some grasp of why tropical rainforests are ‘tropical’ and
thus picked up both marks. However, it is worthy of note that many attributed their
distribution to high temperatures rather than high rainfall which came in as a poor second.
Very few saw how these two elements interact.

3 Figure 3 shows the location of the tropical rainforest biome.

Equator , N Equator
(I aaY
'f 7 [ Augas)

\
& 5_/__4&

KEY
- = tropical rainforest biome

(Source: ® Mongabay.com 2015)
Figure 3
(a) Study Figure 3.

Outline one reason for the distribution of tropical rainforests.

(2)
| | £ MH&EW ...................................................................
.............. hare 0 Wglir contrask i Yewpse g Yooy poe o b thosint
it o i e B 50 R
<d\ A
S )

ResultsPlus 2/ 1\ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments Examiner Tip
There was quite a disappointing amount of Use global maps as part of your revision and
basic confusion about global geography, as ensure that your basic knowledge of terms
illustrated with this answer which did not score such a polar[ tropical and equatorial is sound.
any marks. It is best addressed throughout a
GCSE course with skills-based questions.

GCSE Geography 5GB1H 01
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Question 3 (b)

There were some very good answers to this biogeographical question with a strong
understanding of processes shown. Areas of confusion over what constitutes the
‘atmosphere’ were uncommon but the ‘biosphere’ was less secure at the bottom end of the

ability range. Photosynthesis was well understood by most.

This response scored 2 marks.

(b) Explain two ways in which the biosphere regulates the composition of the
atmosphere.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

This is another reminder that command of
key terms is so important — biosphere and
atmosphere in this case.

Remember that the atmosphere contains water
vapour - that might have helped this candidate
find a second 'way' more effectively.
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Question 3 (c)

This was the first opportunity on the paper for candidates to deploy their 'case-study'
knowledge. For some it obviously focused on an area of the specification that they were
unfamiliar with, at least in its details. Thus there were a large number of highly generalised
answers with no location identified either explicitly or even implicitly. The best answers not
only cited 'local' or 'national' schemes (National Parks were a favourite) but also identified
how a management technique impacted (positively) on species and/or habitats.

This is a Level 2 response.

*(c) For either a national or a local approach, explain how management measures can
help conserve the biosphere.

(6)

A
, 2/ Resultst
Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

This answer lacks any idea/sense of place at Name places whenever you can; if this

all. Was the candidate unfamiliar with any one candidate had added a little locational detail,
National Park, anywhere or, of more concern, perhaps naming the 'coastal region' and

did they choose not to mention one? identifying a place that is being 'looked after',

this answer would have been at Level 3 scoring
5 or 6 marks.
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Question 4 (a)

This, as intended, required little more than extracting the relevant bits from the resources
and most candidates managed this without a problem. A small minority chose to ignore
the resource altogether and launch off on their own, usually taking a negative view of large
dams on local food production and frequently quoting the Three Gorges.

The response below scored both marks.

4 Figure 4 summarises some of the benefits and costs of dams.

4 !
Large-scale water management schemes such as dams and reservoirs provide

important benefits. They generate hydro-electric power and provide water for the
irrigation of crops. They also help to manage floods, create waterways for transport
and provide recreational opportunities.

However, dams come with significant costs. Dams have changed the ecosystems of
very many rivers around the world. They have damaged habitats, flooded valuable
farmland and disrupted populations of fish and wildlife. They have also damaged
local economies and communities.

Figure 4
(a) Study Figure 4.

Outline how building dams might reduce food production.
(2)

ﬁ ResultsPlus 2@ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

Resources using text sometimes offer more
than they intend - some of the material in
here might have helped beyond Question 4(a).

The command 'Outline..." means offer a basic
idea and then develop it - 'outline how' will
often be focused on a process as here.
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Question 4 (b)

As with Question 3(b), this question required a sound understanding of physical processes
but also a clear head in identifying the most productive processes to choose. Some
candidates made life quite hard for themselves by ignoring precipitation, perhaps because
they struggled to envisage what exactly to say about evaporation and cloud formation, for
this was indeed too often omitted from descriptions of the processes.

(b) Describe two processes of the hydrological cycle that return water to the oceans.
(4)

Examiner Tip

Examiner Comments

Four mark questions split into two parts
offer the possibility of a very basic answer

to one element being compensated by a
fuller development of a second point which is

If in doubt develop a point twice and, as
here, this might compensate for lack of
development elsewhere.

exactly what happens here - the candidate
reaches 4 marks but by the 143 route.

GCSE Geography 5GB1H 01
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Question 4 (c)

A number of candidates used well-rehearsed case study knowledge here or simply their
ingenuity in falling back on the resource used in Question 4(a). Some of these answers were
very good although a number drifted off into water quality which could, of course, be made
legitimate by adding a comment about how polluted water is no longer available for

a number of key uses.

This response reaches the top of Level 3.

*(c) Using examples, explain how human activities can disrupt water supply.

, ore exampit would m From ()
......... F usﬂg,(oyﬁrabsnamon wepzasz e (OCACQLA...

.................. b lefk (O of people . Indiq. Shrue /;/\9
........... %hﬂquamfﬁm)#azm@sm%

SHUggling A raise treir. Crops due fothe. ..
_________________ lacn OF.. waHe = Some ewtn. had 40 wilk......
miles. each day..JUSt 4. YUY < A —
.............. 9.660, throvgn. . bulding lacge-scale Lcibes........
........................ Maf\a%am,m{'ﬁd’\ﬁmwgu[ﬂaiHouvf‘/
................ Dcmm;nﬂMUSA[éﬂsomulmfobu;(d)ufha/
moond  fhat {‘W]CO/S (Total for Question 4 = 12 marks)

WA MK ‘7 QS peen TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 48 MARKS
AiStupled “aJ Ha (Widrey NaS been prevenied
fIom s usval cyce ana Sropped from Lethirg
7O MUY wdker $inough.

ﬁ Plus
Examiner Comments

There is good data and detail here - another
FAQ from candidates is how much do I need
and this sample gives the reply - country
and data offered for the Coca-Cola example,
countries offered for Hoover dam with
marginally relevant building cost added.

OO ResultsP

Examiner Tip

If in doubt add data and details — don't
worry if you are not sure, you cannot
lose marks - ever!
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Question 5 (a) (i)

The vast majority of candidates had no difficulty with this. The few that did offered
processes that might indeed operate on coasts but were not explicitly related to the arrow,
hence ‘*hydraulic action’.

No marks were awarded for this response.

5 Figure 5 shows a satellite image of part of the Hampshire coastline.

(Source: © 2015 Google Earth)
Figure 5
(a) Study Figure 5,

(i) Name the process that is taking place along the coastline shown by arrow Y.
(1)

/

/\ Examiner Comments \ Examiner Tip

With the exception of maps it is photographs
that cause candidates more trouble than any
other resource. Practice interpreting aerial
photographs is important.

Read the whole question - every word! The
clearly signposted idea here was the idea of
movement along the coast, hence the use of
the word 'along' in the question.

GCSE Geography 5GB1H 01
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Question 5 (a) (ii)

For the most part this was a well-answered question. Although no barrier to gaining

maximum marks because a good explanation of longshore-drift was sufficient for that, it is
pertinent to note that very few candidates related spit formation to a change in coastal

alignment; in other words, how spits build into increasingly deeper water.
(i) The landform in Box X is a spit.
Describe how swash and backwash can lead to the formation of a spit.

You may use a diagram to help your answer.

(3)

S

The st 1S B9 eaad At B bt am IR S S

H—LL. [ B

........ P N V=" A4 Jesedh  sadeem o8 S eethetn o dal el

______ dovn O loenth, 3% brantly  n Ba aves  dowunghod, Thio sl (SRS -
...... ALpOSISEA o 2oa pan.. ood b B foct . N N B
é’:rlﬁw :/Nu; LT 5-,0"‘, ............................................................................. . e e e
Examiner Comments
The candidate has broadly the right idea about An annotated diagram can help but
swash (1) - however, the diagram of backwash be careful that the text supports
is perpendicular or certainly at a different angle the diagram.
to swash so the second mark is there (1). The

idea of LSD is in the phrase 'it travels in the
waves downshore' (1). This scores 3 marks.
This is an 'entry level' 3 marker.
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Question 5 (b)

The key phrase in this question was ‘conflicting views’ which was largely overlooked at the
bottom end of the ability range. Level 3 responses were notable because they focused on
economic interests and divided populations into those that had to pay and those who might
benefit from management measures. The less focused answers tended to describe different
management techniques (frequently hard - and soft-engineering) leaving it to the reader to
draw a few inferences about ‘conflicting views".

*(b) For a named coastline, explain why there are conflicting views on how it should
be managed.

(8)
Named coastline: HOidEJﬂQSBCQClSCMﬁQ

................................... AR OOUER. L. ONE... SeC R phTunt.. 4., Coammak. emsian. .. Feape

Burthar. inload. Gloo.. dont.. o Ao, nowd Mg W berouine Haony.

oG gpczumgns géfo_h(mig%ai for sgﬁllng, punctuation and grammar = 3 marks)
pedtncn, Onkead of othar Senvcao (iikLTotal for Question 5 = 15 marks)

<d\ ScreelsS onal hespUteds
ResultsPlus

A
Examiner Comments @ Resuns us

This response is not very fluently expressed but it certainly Examiner Tip
stays very tightly focused on the question and offers several

is an 8 mark answer.

reasons for conflict with three sets of players 'residents/ The keyword is 'conflicting’;
businesses', environmentalists, and the local authority and always focus on these words and
the people inland. Despite a lack of place specific content this use them in your answer.

GCSE Geography 5GB1H 01
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Question 6 (a) (i)
There were a very wide range of answers to this, rather unexpectedly. The mark scheme
took a liberal view of this range of responses although the resource explicitly indicated the

inside of meander bends.

20

6 Figure 6 shows a satellite image of part of the Kamchatka River, Russia.

MGLW&RB (Source: © 2015 Google Earth)
Figure 6
(a) Study Figure 6.

(i) Name the process taking place at the locations labelled Y.

IroSlon - becanse (kS @ peand
i
h +lus Plus
/\ Examiner Comments Examiner Tip
The position of the letter Y on the inside of . . : . _
the meander bends should have been enough :.'())lglgﬁvni'lcser;eneddtll:;cirl[:())roelzlggtl‘\:\illlﬂ’fjht?::’]ree

to suggest deposition but far too many
candidates, as here, failed to make the link.
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Question 6 (a) (ii)

There were many very clearly written answers to this question with an accurate description
of the erosional processes although rather less secure about meander breaching or
subsequent deposition. As with the parallel question, these latter weaknesses did not inhibit
candidates from gathering all 3 marks as many did.

(i) The landform in Box X is an oxbow lake.
Describe how a river meander develops into an oxbow lake.

You may use a diagram to help your answer.

(3)

______ goas e J0. Wosion ud . ositien  Hkin e

..... UW}J’M%N.MJPLIS S0 Jome, tbaf in
Axtrengy wt unditins e Cowte borsks s

; ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments Examiner Tip
This was an unusually sophisticated version of events It is a very good idea to identify
(flooding causing breach) and basic processes were described sequences in answers, using
accurately so 3 marks were awarded in total. terms such as 'Firstly..."
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Question 6 (b)

The focus of this question, as with its parallel equivalent (Question 5(b)), was on an
evaluation of management schemes; in this case its ‘success’. As with Question 1 (c) it
would have been helpful if candidates established some criteria of how success might be
assessed rather than assume that it was/is self-evident. The strongest responses made the
point that preventing damage to property or indeed loss of life was the aim of most
management schemes and evaluated them accordingly.

*(b) Using named examples, explain why some flood management schemes have
been more successful than others.

(8)

golldin 7

W oo ook eateml, Swh o Godiy
__ %}’lmjf“hapwkfleﬂﬂﬁbﬂﬁ’/‘%

MO\U!) SU(!'EJM / /j (Total for spelling, punctuation and grammar = 3 marks)
hU ild 1% , ohthh WM 0% in asK. (Total for Question 6 = 15 marks)

- A
% Besultcsplus: @ ResultsP

us
Examiner Tip
Details are offered of two schemes with some local
'colour'. Evaluation is strong although criteria for success If you are asked to use 'named
is not always clear - especially good is the idea of examples' add as much detail as you
downstream consequences of flood protection which is can. Remember that mistakes over
a sophisticated idea. This response is a Level 3 answer. the data cannot lose you marks.
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Question 7 (a) (i)

Candidates have improved their skills of describing patterns although it has been something
of a Herculean task and they are still, by and large, not at their most comfortable with
maps. Bad habits are still quite widespread with the two most apparent being a
concentration on fine detail with no overview in which to contextualise that detail and the
irresistible urge to explain patterns despite not being asked to do so.

7 Figure 7 shows pollution levels on the southern coastline of the USA after an oil rig
accident.

-

Map Amount of oil found B Oil slick areas
key == Heavy — Moderate  Light (73 Marshes [l Urban areas

Figure 7
(a) Study Figure 7.

(i) Describe the pattern of oil pollution along the coastline.
(3)

Owetl. Thete (ol fmels Mars.. c?r?,oc:f{ké‘onduﬂ on..
amdf@dt.ﬁc,@\_f@%%@r“mxm | Aeltg Mmﬁwe_

Is..a0lsy. Mad fa/{c’az&mmgc’ wd. ., Hys s becayst
s Close botre Scuy gjfa pios O whoeas fle Sulhon
saasl- ) Hodda as oy ot amonlc fourdt s s 15

.............. celot. ‘Lbﬁa‘ Quas. Fon Hhe X cj ffdow aQr

ﬁ ResultsPlus UL
Examiner Comments Examiner Tip
This answer was well focused on the distribution; it All answers to 'pattern’ questions
includes an East/west point (1) the concentration in should start with an overview. They
the Mississippi delta (1) and the idea of being closest are, broadly speaking, either even
to source (1) so 3 marks in total. or uneven.

GCSE Geography 5GB1H 01
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Question 7 (a) (ii)

This scored very highly and apart from a small number of candidates who missed ‘on the
coastline’ or misread ‘water quality’ for water 'quantity’, all was well.

This response gained the mark.

(i) State one way, other than oil pollution, that human activity can affect water
quality on the coastline.

(1)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

This was well answered by almost For 'State...' or 'Name...' questions
all candidates. keep your answers brief.

Question 7 (b)

These final questions (Question 7(b) and Question 8(b)) are designed to be the most
demanding on the paper and so it turned out. The critical route to Level 3 marks was a
recognition that there needs to be some criteria of how to measure effectiveness. Successful
candidates recognised that changes in ocean health would be as good a measure as any and
that the current decline in ocean health suggests that ‘global actions’ have been insufficient
to combat ecosystem decline. With a decent range of ‘global actions’ described they were
able to point to a few, ultimately quite local, victories but very few global successes. Happily
many took care to tidy up their answers and maximise their SPaG marks by applying
punctuation and grammar rules in a way not always obvious elsewhere on their papers.

*(b) Examine the effectiveness of global actions in maintaining ocean health.
(8)
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1§W% Wk (Total for spolling, punctuation and grammar = 3 marks)

aic &%\OW ot (Total for Question 7 = 15 ma
VRTINS o AR AN S Ul NN m\wW\AV\H\-‘)-
oo Thas e e YO welegee éﬁﬁ Sonbage
in Hae oteaun ot shll W“ﬁ“ 2ok slower

) 2
% ResultsPlus OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

This is a very strong answer largely because
of the excellent and impressive level of detail
in the examples offered. The last line nudges

it up to full marks because it addresses
'success'.

Try to evaluate as you go along in these longer
answers - don't leave it until the last line!
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Question 8 (a) (i)

There was a lot that could be said about these ‘two’ patterns and most candidates found at
least a couple of points. Although the map presented some difficulties in finding the right
vocabulary; most candidates recognised something of a centre/periphery distribution and
knew that quoting some data would always be helpful.

8 Figure 8 shows the polar bear population in North America and Greenland.

Number of polar bears

* less than 200
e 201-500

® 501-1000

/| @ 1001-1500
| @ 1501-2000

@ 20012500

Decreasing

B st
- Increasing

Data deficient | ©

Figure 8

(a) Study Figure 8.

(i) Describe the pattern of the polar bear population.

(3)

%
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7. 3
ResultsPlus 4 ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

This answer suggests that it is stable in centre
(1) with larger numbers in the centre (1) and
it uses data (1) so 3 marks in total.

All answers to 'pattern' questions should start
with an overview. They are, broadly speaking,
either even or uneven.
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Question 8 (a) (ii)

Failure to adapt to a loss of habitat was the common response and perfectly appropriate.
It scored highly.

(ii) State one reason why climate change would affect the numbers of polar bears.

(1)

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

The vast majority found an appropriate impact
and were rewarded with the mark.

Keep answers to 'State..' and 'Name..'
questions really brief — just a few words.

Question 8 (b)

These final questions (Question 7(b) and Question 8(b)) are designed to be the most
demanding on the paper and so it turned out. The critical route to Level 3 marks was a
recognition that there needs to be some criteria of what constitutes a traditional economy
and how it might be threatened. Successful candidates recognised that economic changes
would be centred on jobs and employment and thus resisted the temptation to drift off into
demographic, social or even political impacts about the decline of traditional ways of life. Of
course these could be tied back to economics and some did this very effectively. Happily
many took care to tidy up their answers and maximise their SPaG marks by applying
punctuation and grammar rules in a way not always obvious elsewhere on their papers.

*(b) Examine how climate change threatens the traditional economies of
el nuets
extreme environments, — make  change  — anttc - ctbvrth
Mg Sec, el =5 rered =7 w7 (g)  leho
hoss §f habue > enpveds =3 hm;_,..,;,_g
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Examiner Comments

This answer tackles the ideas of retreat
inland, changing hunting patterns and
impact on farming in arid areas so there are
three impacts but there is very little detail
or location, links to causes are not always
evident either.

It is a Level 2 response.

GCSE Geography 5GB1H 01
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Examiner Tip

Make sure that you identify the key
ideas and issues. Always try to pull it
together in a final sentence.




Paper Summary

With new specifications to teach in September it may very well be that this report is not

at the top of colleagues reading lists but many of the lessons are, of course, transferable
because candidates continue to make mistakes in the examination hall that are both
unnecessary and costly. However well prepared they might be, in terms of the material to
be examined, exams are stressful and errors resulting from the mistaken interpretation of
questions, poor time management and an ignorance of what the expectations of examiners
might be can be costly. It is this last point that is perhaps the most pertinent here; as new
specifications become more familiar, as a new and more demanding set of command words
become routine so it is incumbent upon teachers to endeavour to get students not only to
think 'like geographers' but also, more prosaically perhaps, to 'think like examiners'. It is in
that spirit that this report is presented.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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