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Introduction
This report covers responses from the Foundation tier Unit 1 paper of GCSE Geography 
Specification B. The Unit 1 paper is one hour long. The paper comprises four compulsory 
sections and two optional units. Each section starts with a resource based activity, 
followed by one or two extending questions. The question paper has been designed to be 
progressively more difficult. The aim of the unit / paper is to provide candidates with a 
broad and varied understanding of the natural environment. Question paper completion 
requires candidates to apply a range of skills. Candidates need to be able to interpret and 
read maps, diagrams and charts.
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Question 1(a)
The vast majority of candidates scored well on this item. Direct lifts from the resource were 
allowed as well as reasonable suggestions not included in the text. Some weaker answers 
lost marks by suggesting the Japan was a poorly prepared country with limited/untrained 
rescue services. Correct answers tended to focus on the strength of the earthquake, the 
power of tsunami created and problems accessing the worst hit areas. 

This response scored full marks (2/2).

Question 1(b)1
The vast majority of candidates correctly identified the crust.

Question 1(b)2
A significant number of candidates incorrectly selected from the word box. Limestone and 
granite were just as frequent as basalt. Mantle also appeared regularly.

As the question asked the candidate to use Figure 1 and the command word was 'give', 
two direct lifts from the source with no development was sufficient for both marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1(c)
There were many strong responses to this question. Answers scoring full marks tended 
to focus on practice drills and the construction of defences such as diversion channels 
or volcanic bomb shelters. Lower scoring responses often explained how volcanoes can be 
monitored rather than how people can prepare for an eruption. Statements which suggested 
monitoring the volcano only scored the development point if the candidate described how 
this information could be used by authorities, eg by enabling early evacuations. Weak 
responses often included overly simplistic extensions which simply suggested that the action 
would 'reduce injuries/deaths'. 

The following answer scored all 4 marks.

This was a strong response - two 
actions were identified and clear 
development was shown.

Examiner Comments

On questions where two actions are needed, 
carefully choose your actions to ensure that different 
extensions can be provided for each action. Repetitive 
extension statements will only be awarded once.

Examiner Tip
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This example was awarded 2 marks.

Question 2(a)1
Almost all candidates correctly identified the increase.

Question 2(a)2
The vast majority of candidates were able to accurately extract the correct figure from the 
graph.

Question 2(b)
Many candidates lost marks on this question. Most correctly identified carbon dioxide but 
their second suggestions were often incorrect. Common incorrect answers included carbon 
monoxide, hydrogen, nitrogen and oxygen. Full mark responses tended to refer to either 
methane or water vapour, as well as CO2.

Two actions were highlighted but the extension statements were 
too basic to be awarded the development marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2(c)
Although there were some strong responses to this question, a large number of candidates 
lost marks either by failing to identify an appropriate location (the UK and Africa were 
common locations) or due to a lack of focus on economic impacts. Candidates who failed to 
name a developing country were limited to 3 marks; as were responses where the economic 
impacts suggested didn’t relate to the country named, for example: ‘Bangladesh - a rise 
in temperature will lead to a growth in tourism’. Some weaker responses went entirely 
off focus describing the causes of climate change or potential solutions rather than the 
economic impacts. The strongest responses tended to focus on either Bangladesh or a Sahel 
country and concentrated on changes to agriculture and costs associated with flooding or 
drought. 

This is an example of a response that scored 3 marks.

As the candidate focused on the UK, the mark was capped at 3.

Examiner Comments

Take care when choosing named locations. The selection of an inappropriate location 
(in this case a continent or developed country) will result in carelessly lost marks.

Examiner Tip
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This response was awarded all 4 marks.

This answer scored full marks - two economic 
impacts were identified with description.

Examiner Comments

The term 'economic' refers to money related matters; 
such as employment, wages, trade and costs.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3(a)(i)
The majority of candidates scored on this question. However, a significant number 
lost marks by making their bar too wide. The question was missed out by a number of 
candidates.

Question 3(b)
Although there were some good answers to this question, often referring to over-fishing and 
pollution from agriculture/mining; a significant number of candidates lost marks by focusing 
on climate change rather than biosphere destruction. On the 'Battle for the Biosphere' 
section of the paper, answers that focused on climate change were only credited if they 
were clearly linked to the biosphere. Weak responses often lacked sufficient clarity with low 
scoring candidates vaguely referring to ‘pollution’ with no attempt to identify the source, 
type or impact of the pollution.

This response was awarded 2 marks.

This response was also awarded both marks.

This answer scored both marks by linking industrial pollution to habitat destruction.

Examiner Comments

This is another example of a full mark response, this time linking over-fishing to food chain collapse.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3(c)
As with the previous question, a significant number of candidates lost marks by referring to 
strategies designed to reduce climate change rather than describing biosphere management 
measures. There also appeared to be considerable confusion over the role of CITES – this 
is an international agreement aimed at banning the trade of materials from endangered 
animals (such as ivory and crocodile skin); it is not an organisation which works on the 
ground protecting habitats or stopping deforestation/hunting. 

This answer was awarded full marks (4/4).

This answer was awarded only 2 marks.

This strong response identified two appropriate actions with clear development.

Examiner Comments

This response identified two actions (national parks and CITES) but there 
were no valid extensions.  The description of the CITES was incorrect.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4(a)(i)
A significant number of candidates were unable to use the scale link to accurately measure 
the lake's width. A number of candidates measured the line accurately (eg 4cm) but failed 
to convert the distance into km.

Question 4(b)
As with Question 3(b), answers vaguely referring to ‘pollution’ were not credited; 
candidates were required to identify the source/type of pollution to be awarded a mark. A 
number of candidates failed to score by concentrating on supply rather than quality. Some 
candidates went off-focus, referring to the impact of poor water quality (eg the spread of 
disease or eutrophication) rather than identifying the human activity which caused the drop 
in quality. Full mark responses tended to focus on excess fertiliser use in agriculture and the 
release of toxic chemicals from factories/power stations.  

Question 4(c)
Candidates who correctly identified a large-scale water management project tended to 
produce high scoring responses. These answers usually referred to improved water supply 
and the generation of hydroelectric power. However, a significant number of candidates lost 
a mark by failing to name a specific scheme and a sizeable number of candidates didn't 
score as their answer was small-scale focused. 

This answer was awarded 2 marks out of 4.

This response highlighted two valid benefits but there 
was no attempt to develop statements with description.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5(a)
The vast majority of candidates were able to name one of the coastal management methods 
shown on the photograph. A small minority of candidates dropped a mark by not knowing 
the specific name of the technique. Vague answers referring to 'piles of rocks' or 'a concrete 
wall' were not credited.

Question 5(b)
Most candidates scored well on this question, correctly identifying two disadvantages. The 
majority of candidates who lost marks misinterpreted the question, resulting in the listing of 
benefits rather than costs. 

This response scored full marks.

There were two valid disadvantages - both marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5(c)
As with previous years, the main ‘elevator’ on ALL the levelled response items is 
explanation. Candidates who simply listed types of erosion/weathering with little or no 
explanation were restricted to Level 1. Basic explanation of at least one process was needed 
to reach Level 2, whilst a clear explanation of coastal retreat was required for Level 3. 
All Level 3 responses needed to refer to BOTH erosion and weathering, this could have 
involved a definition of a specific process or an indication of which part of the cliff face was 
affected. Overall, diagram quality was poor, with few marks gained from illustrations or 
accompanying annotations. Most candidates were able to reach Level 2, but few provided 
the level of explanation needed for Level 3 and even less included both processes, with 
weathering entirely absent from the majority of responses.

This answer was awarded Level 2 marks.

A good response - the candidate 
explained how the sea erodes and linked 
this to mass movement and coastline 
retreat. However, they failed to reach 
Level 3 as there was no reference 
to weathering in the answer.

Examiner Comments

When a question refers to two processes, types 
of impact, or scale of management measure 
then answers must include both to attain full marks.

Examiner Tip
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This is a Level 3 response.

This answer referred to both processes. The diagram was clear 
and supported the written explanation. There was adequate explanation to 
reach Level 3, but insufficient development was shown for full marks.   

Examiner Comments
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Question 6(a)(i)
Few candidates correctly identified the feature. Overall, Foundation tier candidates appeared 
unfamiliar with the hydrograph concept. 

Question 6(a)(ii)
Although most candidates managed to pick up a mark on this question, many obviously 
found it difficult to express their ideas with long and confused responses eventually 
stumbling upon a valid statement. Many candidates found reading the hydrograph difficult 
with the discharge and precipitation components and axis frequently mixed up.  

This answer was not awarded any marks.

This is another example of an answer that could not be awarded any marks.

This response was awarded both marks.

The response scored zero marks as the candidate mixed 
up the rainfall and discharge components of the graph.

Examiner Comments

In this response it was the lack of clarity that prevented the awarding of any marks. The 
answer presumably related to the river's discharge but the candidate never actually stated this.

Examiner Comments

Full marks were awarded here; there was a clear description of 
change in discharge supported by accurate graph readings.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6(b)
A minority of candidates appeared comfortable discussing processes of erosion and 
deposition and only a very small number produced an accurate and well-labelled diagram. 
The majority concentrated on ox - bow lake formation and occasionally this was done 
sufficiently well to reach Level 3. Strong responses were few and far between, but 
tended to include a well-labelled diagram clearly showing fast and slow moving water 
and linking speed to erosion and deposition. Stronger candidates tended to strengthen 
their response through the use of appropriate geographical terms. Even at the top end, 
discussions relating to why deposition occurs were weak and showed little depth of 
knowledge.

This is an example of a Level 2 answer.

This response included some 
explanation, pushing it to Level 2. 
There was inadequate detail for 
Level 3 marks to be awarded.

Examiner Comments

Levelled questions which refer to erosional processes will 
almost always require explanations of specific types of erosion 
(eg hydraulic action or corrasion) in order to reach Level 3.

Examiner Tip
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This response scored Level 3 marks.

This answer included 
explanations of both deposition 
and erosion pushing the 
response to Level 3.

Examiner Comments

To reach full marks on a levelled response question, 
candidates are required to make effective use of subject 
specific terms, eg this candidate lost a mark for describing 
the process of corrasion (abrasion) but failing to name it. 
Quality of written communication is a key component of all 
levelled questions, even those not testing SPaG.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7(b)
The vast majority of candidates scored well on this question with 'over' and destructive 
fishing techniques such as 'blast fishing' proving most popular. As with previous questions, 
some candidates lost marks by vaguely referring to 'pollution' with no attempt to identify its 
source or impact. 

This is an answer that was awarded both marks.

Question 7(c)
The majority of candidates were able to reach Level 2 or better on this question. The 
content covered was similar to previous marine management questions and schools are 
clearly using the reports to aid revision and planning.  For Question 7(c) those candidates 
who scored Level 2 or Level 3 were able to clearly focus their response on a valid case 
study area with Zoning in St Lucia and the No Catch Zone in the Firth of Clyde proving most 
popular. The top scorers used valid key terms to discuss their management techniques 
and this led to them achieving high SPaG marks. Weak responses tended to lack a precise 
location and often marks were lost as the management measures undertaken were not 
explained in sufficient detail. Low scoring answers often included long descriptions of 
individual actions or long lists of different actions but with little, if any, explanation of how 
they actually worked. 

This response scored 7 marks.

This was an accurate response with appropriate activity identified and linked to marine ecosystems.

Examiner Comments
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Only 4 marks were awarded for this response.

The answer focused on a case study area with a good explanation of how zoning works. 
The ban on dredging was briefly explained but was insufficient for full marks. SPAG - 
good use of terms and overall this answer was easy to follow. There were some grammar 
errors (capitals and full stops) and this prevented 3 marks from being awarded for SPaG.

Examiner Comments

Try to find the time to proof read SPaG questions to avoid careless errors and lost marks.

Examiner Tip

This was a basic explanation only. SPAG - there were frequent grammar and spelling errors.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8(b)
Very few candidates successfully answered this question. Many were obviously confused 
by the term ‘global’, resulting in 'local' actions being frequently suggested. Candidates who 
described a valid global action but failed to correctly name it, were awarded the extension 
mark.  

This answer was awarded both marks.

This response gave a valid global action with development.
Examiner Comments
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This response included a range of actions with development. Statements referring to 
underground construction and the use of solar panels were extended and developed resulting 
in full marks. SPaG - this question gave fewer opportunities for the use of subject specific 
terms. However, where appropriate, advanced vocabulary was applied eg insulation and 
renewable. Correct sentence construction was shown together with accurate use of capitals.

Examiner Comments

Question 8(c)
When levelling responses on this question the key focus was the level of explanation - little 
or none (Level 1), basic (Level 2), clear (Level 3). Level 3 responses needed to include 
at least two location specific actions, both of which should have been developed. A 
disappointingly high number of candidates dropped marks by failing to name a specific or 
valid region. Few answers reached Level 3 as candidates tended to provide long lists of 
actions rather than focusing on 2 or 3 and providing clear explanation.

This clear, focused and precise answer was awarded 8 marks.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice: 

• Ensure answers to questions with the command terms 'describe' and 'explain' include 
developed statements.

• Take care when selecting case study locations for questions which require answers 
focused on a 'named country'. Poor selection can make full marks difficult / impossible 
to achieve.

• When describing a map or graph, make sure your response includes an accurate grid-
reference, compass direction, scale measurement or axis readings, as these are usually 
required for full marks.

• Questions with the command terms 'name', 'give' or 'state' only require basic responses. 
Don't waste valuable exam time including extension statements which score no extra 
marks. 

• When drawing diagrams to support written explanations, include annotations, symbols 
or coding to highlight key features. 

• On levelled response questions which require a 'named location' focus, high scores can 
only be achieved if you include location specific information in your answer. 

• Take care to ensure locations are spelt with capital letters and that answers are 
structured in sentences to avoid SPaG marks being carelessly lost. 

• On questions where SPaG is being assessed, the effective use of subject specific terms 
is required for full marks.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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