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Introduction
It is important that candidates appreciate that the second mark on 2 mark questions was 
for developing a basic idea, rather than providing a second basic idea. 

In the longer 6 mark questions there were some very good answers, reflecting the use of 
accurate case study information. Many of the more able candidates developed an excellent 
sense of place in their responses. However, many still did not have a clear understanding 
of some of the key terms in the specification including the “new economy”, although the 
concept of sustainability was understood to a much better degree.
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Question 1 (a) (ii)

Many candidates scored 1 for this, with an answer recognising a rise in the number of over 
65s, or a fall in the number of 0-14s. Providing a reason for either change proved much 
more difficult for many. 

Question 1 (b)

The most popular answer to this question was based around the idea of a lack of adequate 
health care in some countries. Some candidates tried to put several basic reasons in one 
answer, when the question only called for one.

A basic idea of the migration of the age group in question, 
developed with a simple reason was provided for both marks.

Examiner Comments

A mark was given for a basic idea, war, but there was no 
development of this, or any of the other ideas, for the second mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (c)

This provided many candidates with at least 2 of the 3 marks. The idea of being a filter was 
the most popular correct idea, and this was enhanced by an example of an occupation and/
or some detail of the system used, e.g. a points system. 

Question 2 (a) (i)

The vast majority correctly identified Africa as the obvious example.

Question 2 (a) (iii)

The range of responses to this question was small, with the most popular one being that 
a reason for fast food outlets was that people were wealthy. Again, this question asked for 
one reason and many candidates did not provide a development of that basic point.

The marks were awarded for recognising that skills tests act as a filter, 
that they help to contribute to the economy by allowing in n people, 
such as teachers who may be needed. Thus it gained 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

This was a typical example of a 1 mark answer.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b)

This question produced many 1 mark answers, usually related to a “shortage of resources”. 
The second mark was gained by many stating what that resource could have been. 

Although the majority of candidates viewed a rapidly growing population as a negative 
event, there was scope for answers associated with Boserup, but these were rare.

Question 2 (c)

Most candidates realised what an alternative or renewable resource was, and many gained 1 
mark for stating a basic idea. The two ideas used to describe how it could help sustainability 
were that it was cleaner or that it would not run out. Despite this good start, however, many 
candidates were unable to develop this for a second mark.

The shortage of resources, with an example, gained both marks.

Examiner Comments

The basic idea that the resource would not run out gained 1 
mark. The idea that other resources were not used up because 
of this gained the second development mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (a) (ii)

Many candidates made good use of the photograph to score both marks. Apart from 
the large houses and swimming pools, there was recognition that the road would be an 
attraction to take residents into a possible nearby area for shopping or entertainment.

Question 3 (b)

The answers to this question were largely focused on developed countries and thus many 
collected at least one mark. Having got off to a good start there were then many 2 mark 
answers, as there was a development of the basic idea. Most of the basic ideas were based 
upon the pressures of urban sprawl and the migration of people to urban areas.

This was a 2 mark response, where the reference 
was clearly linked to the living space. 

Examiner Comments

The candidate made the basic point and the rest of 
the answer was able to focus on developing that idea 
to gain the 2 marks on offer.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (c)

The most straightforward way for candidates to gain all 3 marks for this question was for 
their “attempt” to be a located scheme. Many of the better answers used Bedzed. Once the 
located scheme had been established, a candidate could collect the other two marks on offer 
by developing this example, with details of how the living space was made sustainable. 

Where there was no located example the “attempt” became the particular policy, e.g. solar 
panels, which could then be extended by some detail for a second mark.

Question 4 (a) (ii)
Candidates performed to a much better standard when describing changes in graph trends 
than they did in previous examination series. The rise and fall of the graph, along with the 
use of figures, gained many candidates all 3 marks.

The “attempt” was a legitimate location, and this was then 
supported by ways in which sustainability was to be created.

Examiner Comments

The answer showed the use of information from both 
axes of the graph and simple descriptions of the rise 
and subsequent fall of secondary employment.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b)

The answers to this question indicated that many candidates did not understand the term 
“green” employment, or could not translate their understanding of the idea of creating a 
more sustainable life to jobs in today’s economy. 

Many of the incorrect answers focused on farming, but some candidates managed to think 
of work which could be credited as being in the “green” sector.

Question 4 (c)

Many candidates used the idea of de-industrialisation in their answers and managed to 
gain 1 mark. Their basic ideas related to either a decrease in pollution from factories or an 
increase in brownfield sites. 

Although there were two environmental effects required many candidates failed to gain the 
second mark. Some chose to write about economic effects, not realising that environmental 
effects were the only aspects which were going to be rewarded.

This answer gained two marks for two relevant 
“green” employment jobs.

Examiner Comments

As the first part of the answer did not address the environmental 
effects only 1 mark was awarded for the second part.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (a) (i)

80% of candidates correctly identified Phoenix.

Question 5 (a) (ii)

80% of candidates correctly identified Cleveland.

Question 5 (a) (iii)

The answers to this question saw many candidates picking up 1 mark for “air conditioning”. 
It was obvious from some of the answers that candidates’ personal experience led them to 
state how dependent people were in these cities in their cars, for moving around during the 
mid-day heat. 

This was one of the answers not using the air conditioning idea, 
but still receiving 1 mark for high car dependency.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (b)

This 6 mark question, as the others, is marked in Levels. The Level 1 responses made 
mention of some general ways of becoming more sustainable e.g. more buses, more bikes. 
For those who knew of at least one scheme, their mark was to be found within Level 2.

This Level 2 response gained 4 marks. The schemes were in 
outline, but were identifiable. Had there been more detail about 
two of the schemes it would have reached Level 3. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (a) (i)

94% of candidates identified the south-west.

Question 6 (a) (ii)

This proved a little more troublesome than 6 (a)(i) but about 75% managed it successfully.

Question 6 (a) (iii)

The answers to this question indicated that many candidates did not use the graph at the 
beginning of the question. Many incorrect answers dealt with ideas about the weather or the 
relative number of attractions in other areas, rather than the concept of distance decay or 
the availability of transport links.

The candidate looked at the graph and had a clear concept of 
where the regions of the UK are in relation to Dartmoor. 

Examiner Comments

A mental map of the UK is a valuable tool for all candidates.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (b)

At the top end of the marks for this question were some excellent answers, showing 
thorough preparation of case study material.

In order to move out of Level 1, candidates were expected to describe at least one issue 
facing rural areas and many were able to do this, although their detail on location could 
have been better. 

This 6 mark answer showed a good range of issues, 
with the candidate displaying a good sense of place.

Examiner Comments

Case study knowledge can be used by candidates 
to answer a variety of questions, e.g. economic or 
environmentally themed questions.

Examiner Tip



14 GCSE Geography 5GB2F 01

Question 7 (a)

The stimulus figure led many candidates to describe what was in the images, rather than 
answer the question. There was rather patchy understanding of key features of bottom-up 
schemes. 

The candidate identified 3 features 
of bottom-up schemes for 3 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (b)

A popular way of answering this Levelled question was to write about some of the features 
of urban areas and then describe rural areas as places which did not exhibit these features. 
With a little detail about rural areas this gave candidates 3 marks. 

In many answers there was nothing written about a key idea that the main activity in rural 
areas in developing countries is farming.

Although this candidate’s answer moved towards 
describing the urban areas in India, there was enough 
contrast and detail to take it to the top of Level 2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (a)

Many candidates gained 1 mark for the idea of cheap labour being an attraction for 
companies moving overseas, but struggled to write two other reasons. The idea of cheaper 
costs was not rewarded, but needed to be expressed with greater precision, e.g. cheaper 
land.

The first two ideas were rewarded, but the last one was 
not a key reason for TNC movement.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (b)

There were many answers where candidates did not identify any groups, therefore finding it 
difficult to move out of a Level 1 mark.

When any group was identified, e.g. the old/the young, an understanding of impacts upon 
them tended to be vague, as many candidates did not understand what the 'new economy' 
was.

This was a 5 mark answer. The candidate identified groups of 
people and showed some understanding of the ‘new economy’. 
There was clear reference to some impacts, although more 
detail would be needed to raise this to the top of Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
As in previous years the main lessons for candidates and, by extension, centres are:

1. Make sure that key terms used in the specification are understood by candidates 
preferably with an example to help secure their comprehension.

2. Candidates need to be reminded about the different types of questions and to distinguish 
between, for example; Outline ONE... (for 2 marks) and Describe TWO (also for 2 marks).

3. To use data when data is available. Almost all the questions will reserve some credit for 
adding a little information.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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