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Introduction
As in previous series, this was a paper which demonstrated a big divide in the ability range 
of candidates. Excellent case-study knowledge (which was focused on the questions set) saw 
generally high marks for many in the last section of the paper, but higher order assessments 
were almost entirely absent in Question 5(b). Section A once again revealed patchy skills 
with OS map-skills especially weak. Competency in understanding the relevance of GIS and 
its application to how it could provide additional data / information were also notably absent 
from many responses (Question 2(b)). Many candidates also appeared unprepared for 
Question 3 which required fieldwork and secondary skills. 

Again, as in previous series, the greatest discriminator was often a lack of clarity about what 
to do with command words. There were also problems of scale and context all too apparent 
when looking at the map extract.

Once again, there were a few candidates who looked as if they may have run out of time 
since there were some blank responses on occasion towards the end of the exam. In this 
year's exam, Question 5(b) has a very high tariff at 9+4 marks so it must be attempted if at 
all possible. Please remember to advise candidates that they really should only need to use 
the answer-space provided, and not to over-write.

SPaG is now well established in this paper. Please remember that the 4 SPaG marks are 
based both on the technical quality of written communication, e.g. sentence structure, full-
stops, capitals as well as the complexity of writing and the use of technical geographical 
language and / or complex terms. A candidate who scores a zero response for the answer, 
i.e. incorrect, would normally also be given zero for the SPaG since there is a requirement to 
write in the 'context of the demands of the question'. 

Compass skills are the 'bread and butter' of this part of the exam, yet even at this tier there 
were a number of candidates who were unable to link the map to the ground evidence from 
the photograph. This is clearly a skill that needs continual practice from Year 7 upwards. 

This report will provide exemplification of candidates’ work, together with tips and/or 
comments, for a selection of questions. The exemplification will come mainly from questions 
which required more complex responses from candidates.
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Question 1 (c)
This was generally a well answered question, although some candidates misread it and 
wrote about human features as opposed to physical features (no credit directly). To gain the 
last mark a majority of candidates failed to give evidence from the map which could have a 
been a particular point or grid reference for example.

This answer was awarded all 4 marks.

Although there is some reference to the built 
environment, this response has enough detail and 
specific map references to get the maximum marks.

Examiner Comments

With questions such as these, map 
evidence is places, features, or 4 or 6 
figure grid references.

Examiner Tip
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This answer was also awarded full marks.

This is another example of an answer getting 
maximum marks with a good range of 
identifiable and located phyiscal features.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a)
Examiners reported that a majority of candidates scored only 1 mark in this question. Very 
many candidates failed to use the map to give evidence to gain the second mark. 

This answer was awarded 2 marks.

This response gets credit for the link between 
high ground and strond winds, plus they use map 
evidence (80-90m). Note there is no credit for the 
second idea about sparsely populated.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (ii)
Most candidates spotted that only tourists were asked, although none realised why only 
tourists were asked. Two explanations were needed for the 4 marks available.

This example gained full marks.

The two clear, developed explanations relevant 
to the data in Figure 2b allow this candidate to 
be rewarded with maximum marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (c)
There is considerable evidence that candidates still do not understand GIS, clearly this is 
an area that requires more practice. However, there were a number of responses which not 
only told Examiner’s how layering worked, but used it as the basis of clear explanations. 
Some centres/candidates are getting this important and significant 21st century skill right.

This response scored all 3 marks.

It is clear that this candidate understands the 
opportunities that GIS offers in terms of extra layers, 
e.g. land prices and geo-demographic data.

Examiner Comments

GIS is a tool that can be used to explore all the spatial 
aspects of geography throughout the course.  

Examiner Tip



GCSE Geography A 5GA1H 01 9

Question 3
This question demonstrated very effective discrimination. Candidates were asked to think 
geographically and in many respects would have been expected to transfer their experiences 
from controlled assessment to this part of the test.

Candidates found it difficult to devise a simple clear question for an enquiry, which implies 
that perhaps they do not have enough practice at it.

They also often described the content of the information they needed rather than the 
source. A number were also unable to distinguish between primary and secondary data, and 
those that could often failed to go into detail on the secondary and primary data collection.  

This example scored all 6 marks.
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This candidate gives some good details of both primary and secondary fieldwork / data, all 
of which are relevant within the context of the question they have set themselves.

Examiner Comments

What a good idea to transfer experience of your own fieldwork to this question!

Examiner Tip
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This is another example of an answer that was awarded all 6 marks.

This Level 3 response shows a balance of depth and detail.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (a) (ii)
This question was answered well. The few candidates who failed to gain marks wrote 
about the fossil fuels and methane produced from cows, rice etc (these are not 'natural'). 
Reassuringly the majority of candidates wrote about the volcanic eruptions, orbitary 
geometry, sun spot cycles and expanded these through explanation for full marks (two 
causes only). 

Question 4 (b) (i)
Lots of good answers were evident; relatively few considered more local impacts. 

Again, this was a generally well answered question. Candidates who gained full marks wrote 
about sea level rising, low lying land, floods, crops destroyed, people’s homes damaged, 
mass movement, loss of freshwater supply and shifting of the gulf stream. Answers were 
well developed. Some candidates wrote about tourism and unfortunately didn’t link it to the 
effects on people.

This example scored 4 marks.
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A series of linked ideas and suggestions lead to a 
successful outcome for this candidate with clear 
detail and focus on the negative impacts for people.

Examiner Comments

The 'suggest' command should indicate to candidates 
to go beyond a simple description and towards an 
explanation. Knowledge and understanding from 
outside of the resource will often be required to 
come up with some sensible ideas. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (b) (ii)
Some good answers were evident, but a large number of candidates wrote too much, not 
recognising that this 3 mark question could be answered with brevity and precision.

It is worth reassuring centres and candidates at this point that it is fine to use examples 
that are not in textbooks and instead to use more up-to-date and likely, more relevant, local 
examples. In fact, Examiners would regard this as better practice than relying on the ones 
that are provided in many of the textbooks (there were a lot of 'Live Simply').

3 marks were awarded for this response.

There is clearly good detail here, but 
this is really much more than is needed 
to secure the 3 marks available.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should be thinking more carefully about the 
relationship between what they write and the number of 
marks available. Writing too much, or too little are both 
problematic. In this, a 'describe' question, simple and 
short factual statements will gain credit.

Examiner Tip
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This example, on the other hand, gained no credit.

In this instance the candidate has achieved 
no marks as this is not a global response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (a)
Good use of data, and an understanding of specialist terms such as 'rate' (or trend, pattern, 
distribution, anomaly etc) generated successful responses to this question.

3 marks were awarded for this response.

 

 

 

A good use of the resource generated a 
clear response. Full marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (b)
A very mixed bag of responses were provided in this part of the exam. Some were very 
good, others were very poor. Some interesting exemplification was used e.g. Timberland, 
but some of the comments about Asda and Nokia now feel pretty dated and could do with a 
refresh.

Most candidates failed to get anywhere near an evaluation or to use evaluative language 
which was the instruction in the question command. Instead there was a reliance on 
descriptions, most of which were actions and only weakly linked to policies.

This is an example of a Level 3 response.
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This is another example of a Level 3 response.

This response has some good detail, but there 
are simply not enough evaluative comments 
to be able to access the top of the band.

Examiner Comments

Candidates need to really think 
carefully about the demands of 
the question and what is required.

Examiner Tip
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This answer was awarded top Level 3 marks.

Here there is another very solid attempt at policies, but once again more evaluative 
or at least comparative comments would be expected for additional marks.

Examiner Comments
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This response is much better - some 
evaluative comments (although they 
could be stronger); top of Level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Once again, the paper this series revealed some inconsistencies in candidates’ performance. 

•	 There were some excellent answers linking together knowledge and understanding 
through case study material, e.g. slightly longer answers in Question 4 and Question 5. 

•	 This was in marked contrast to the performance on the skills elements of Question 1 and 
Question 2. Map skills were sometimes quite poor even from candidates who did well 
later on in the paper. 

•	 A particular aspect of this was the inability of some candidates to grasp the idea of   
scale – this lack of skill was exposed in Question 1(b), for instance. 

•	 A number of candidates still seem to struggle with ways of displaying and interpreting 
data. Question 2(b)(i) was a particular example of this problematic understanding. 

•	 GIS remains a mystery for a number of candidates, and possibly some centres. 
Weaknesses in this area manifest themselves in the test in a number of areas. 

•	 As previously suggested in other series, it is probably a good idea for centres to try and 
integrate these map skills into general teaching and learning of topics rather than seeing 
them as a stand-alone unit of work. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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