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Introduction
The Natural Environment paper (Higher Tier) requires the candidate to answer one question 
on a physical geography topic (Coastal, River, Glacial or Tectonic Landscapes) and one 
question on an applied topic of either Wasteful or Watery worlds. 

In this series the paper was well received by centres and there were minimal enquiries on 
the day of the exam, which was pleasing considering the new format of the exam, without 
a resource booklet.  The question popularity followed the pattern of previous series, with 
Coastal and Tectonic Landscapes proving to be the most popular options in Section A.  Both 
River Landscapes and Glacial Landscapes saw an increase in candidates attempting them, 
but this may coincide with an overall increase in the numbers sitting the exam in this series.  
Glacial landscapes was unfortunately still the least popular Section A topic, which does not 
reflect the attainment of those who did attempt those questions.  The popularity of Section 
B continues to be similar to previous series.

The overall performance on the paper showed Question 3 scoring the highest mean mark 
(18.74) in Section A and Watery World scoring the highest mean mark in Section B (17.02). 
The more popular Coasts and Tectonics scored 16.2 and 15.4 averages respectively. Overall 
the average scores on Section A were lower than those of Section B.
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Question 1 (a) (i)

Unlike the other resource based questions in Section A this question proved a challenge for 
some candidates.  Many chose to describe the process of slumping, even though it was in 
the following question, or explained a form of coastal erosion.  For those who addressed the 
question carefully it offered an accessible 3 marks.

This candidate scores 3 marks by following the demands of the 
question and by lifting material from the resource.  Too many 
candidates tried to overthink their answers or include effects 
which were not in the resource.

Examiner Comments

For resource based questions, follow the command 
of the question carefully. Perhaps highlight relevant 
parts of the resource that you may wish to use in your 
answer. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (a) (ii)

The identification of slumping as a process was recognised by the vast majority of 
candidates and the outline of the process was infinitely better than in previous series, with 
good reference to clay based surfaces, saturation of the ground and movement along a slip 
plane.  There is a fine line between soil creep and slumping if all the candidate describes 
is saturation (principally the speed of movement) so candidates should be careful to fully 
outline the process.

This is a typical good answer which makes excellent 
reference to saturation, the effect of gravitational pull, but 
most importantly (which sets it aside from soil creep) is the 
mechanism of chunks moving. 

Examiner Comments

Ensure you are able to clearly differentiate between soil 
creep and slumping.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (a) (iii)

Although a minority of candidates referred to weathering and erosion as factors and their 
answers were as such self limiting, this was generally very well answered.  The main 
difference between candidates was that the lower scoring answers tended to describe 
the features e.g. longer fetch leads to more recession, without giving any development 
suggesting why.  Good answers made reference to all three factors as outlined in the 
specification, geology, fetch and management.  For some who referred to these there 
was some confusion, especially with fetch i.e. the longer the fetch the less erosion.  The 
examiners were pleased to see that relative strengths of geology are now being taught, and 
that limestone is no longer a softer rock.

This is an excellent example scoring 4 marks.  It makes detailed 
reference to geology and fetch, and also adds in a bit of 
management.

Examiner Comments

Understand the difference between explain and 
describe.  Think of how each factor that you have 
named causes more or less erosion.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b) (i)

Once again students struggled to describe a landform, as in other series they often 
explained its formation instead.  Many students explained how longshore drift led to the 
spit, relatively few scored full marks, with many simply identifying the direction of the 
spit in a southerly orientation. It was pleasing to see that a minority of candidates used 
the scale to describe the length, most commonly, or the width. Candidates clearly need to 
practise describing landforms.

Question 1 (b) (ii)

This was fairly well answered by the majority of candidates.  One small issue was that 
although many excellent diagrams were produced, many candidates limited themselves to 
2 marks for not including the direction of longshore drift.  Candidates should also ensure 
they understand the difference between label and annotate, as some wrote unnecessarily 
weighty responses next to their diagrams.

A simple but very effective answer, 
with 3 clear descriptive statements.

Examiner Comments

Practise describing landforms.  Remember 
that  "describe" does not mean "explain the 
formation".

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (c)

Candidate understanding of a stack formation was predictably good, however many 
responses were limited by describing the sequence of formation and not explaining. It 
was pleasing to see that some centres had taught candidates to explain the processes (as 
suggested in previous examiners' reports), and many explained the action of gravity in 
collapsing the arch.  Many candidates used diagrams, and although they varied in quality, 
many helped formulate  sequence.  Centres must be aware, that to score full marks on a 
landform question, candidates must fully explain, give a full sequence, and name a process. 
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Remember to offer 
explanation, the easiest 
way to do this is to explain 
process.

Examiner Tip
This is an outstanding response, which perhaps belongs at A Level 
rather than GCSE.  However it shows clear explanation, referring to 
refraction, the various processes and the development of the sequence.  
Using this as a template would be sound advice for many centres, 
especially for candidates who have the potential to achieve  A*.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (d)

With Walton-on-the-Naze, Holderness, Swanage and Happisburgh the main case studies 
used, it seemed candidates would be well armed to answer this question.  However, 
many spent too much time outlining why the scheme was needed rather than focusing 
on how the area was actually being managed.  Therefore many answers lacked the 
necessary explanation focusing on management and were held at Level 2.  It is important 
to remember that when including specific points they should be focused on the question.  
Therefore in this example references to cost of defences, year of installation, dimensions 
of defences were all relevant, however names of roads and hotels affected by erosion were 
not. 
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This answer scored full marks and covered 
a range of types of defence and included 
clear, specific data - cost of rip rap, dates 
of installation of defences - related to the  
question. The candidate also clearly explains 
the management.

Examiner Comments

Ensure that you do not learn a case study 
by rote, instead that you need to select 
the relevant pieces of information from the 
example to answer the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a) (i)

The quality of response by candidates seemed to reflect the practice they had undertaken in 
describing patterns from a map.  As in question 1(ai) many candidates struggled with this.  
Some simply described all flooded areas on the map without focusing on severely flooded 
regions;  others found it difficult to articulate their ideas.  Good answers were more focused 
by referring to the close proximity to the main channel (of the River Indus) or identified the 
confluence areas along the river.  Some candidates understood that the sea, southwest of 
Karachi, was a severely flooded area.

This response was typical of a full answer which scored 3 
marks. It identifies the linear pattern of the severe flooding, the 
proximity to the rivers and the confluences whilst also making 
clear place reference.

Examiner Comments

Remember, when describing maps, to refer to place 
names and try to summarise the main patterns without 
giving a blow by blow account of every flooded area on 
the map

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a) (ii)

Many candidates identified 'over 200mm of rainfall in a 24hour period' as the correct 
answer.

Question 2 (a) (iii)

Although many candidates were able to achieve some credit on this question many only 
scored 1 mark.  Many simply described a death or destruction by drowning scenario without 
developing their answer for the second mark. Good answers referred to how the floods 
could break the current crop, and then saturate the ground preventing future harvests.

Question 2 (a) (iv)

Although many candidates were able to identify types of soft engineering, many simply 
described what they did rather than explained how they reduce the effects of flooding.  
Common references included afforestation and flood warning systems (often citing  the 
River Nene case study), while better answers attempted to explain floodplain zoning and 
washlands.

Although this response is not easy to read, the 
candidate makes concise reference to a number 
of types of soft engineering and for each makes 
the link to reducing the effects of flooding.  The 
part on floodplain zoning is particularly good.

Examiner Comments

Ensure you are able to explain at least two 
types of hard and two types of soft engineering 
and be sure to describe how they reduce 
flooding rather than just state what they are.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b) (i)

Many candidates struggled to identify the arrows as the thalweg (fastest flow), instead 
many simply opted for the direction of water, which was a surprise.

Question 2 (b) (ii)

Most candidates correctly identified deposition as the correct process on the inside of a 
meander bend.

Question 2 (b) (iii)

The majority of candidates coped well, developing the meander into a later stage in the 
diagram with many opting to draw an ox-bow lake formation.  Some candidates limited 
themselves by not including labels, though this was a minority.  Some candidates were 
confused by the question and simply redrew box 1 or took the meander to an earlier stage.  
Practice at drawing and labelling river landforms will clearly help candidates in the future.
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This was typical of a response scoring full 
marks with clear development in the picture 
and a series of labels.

Examiner Comments

Practise drawing, labelling and annotating 
river landforms to improve your familiarity 
with them.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b) (iv)

This question produced mainly descriptive answers as many candidates struggled to 
develop any explanation in their answer.  Higher scoring candidates were also often limited 
to 3 marks as they commonly only addressed the formation of levees and not floodplains 
(although these were often labelled onto the diagrams).  Outstanding answers not only 
addressed all aspects but were able to explain sequential deposition, and meander migration 
as a form of floodplain formation. 

Many candidiates used diagrams in support of their answers, though better answers often 
had a temporal sequencing in their diagrams. 
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Ensure that, with all landforms, you are able 
to offer clear sequence in the formation, a 
named process and some clear explanation.

Examiner Tip

This candidate achieved 4 marks.  S/he describes 
clearly and has a good set of diagrams to show the 
sequence of formation.  S/he also explains sequential 
deposition and links the series of floods to floodplains.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (c)

There were a range of answers, and the most popular case studies included the River Nene, 
Blandford Forum and the River Mississippi.  Although many responses reached level 2, some 
could have been improved by not simply listing the different techniques employed along the 
managed area.  Good answers had clear focus on how that technique reduced flooding, e.g. 
embankments which increased channel capacity.  It may be a good idea for candidates to 
learn to clearly distinguish between what the method is and how it reduces flooding. 

References to the River Nene often included abundant examples and specific data, 
many including details of the scheme such as dimensions of the flood defence, cost of 
implementation and different named areas along the river where methods were employed 
(as shown in example).
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Ensure that candidates are able to apply a couple 
of specific facts which are relevant to their 
answers as well as to explain.  The river Nene 
case study is particularly effective in this respect.

Examiner Tip
This is a full answer with clear reference to 
specific detail throughout the answer.  The 
candidate is also able to address how the 
methods reduce flooding, hence full marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (a) (i)

Many candidates were able to use the resource to ascertain why Iceland was a suitable 
location for hydro-electric power in Iceland.  Those that stuck to the resource tended to fare 
better than those who did not.

This candidate reaches 3 marks easily as they use the resource 
effectively.  Link to mountainous areas, remoteness, and supply 
of glacial meltwater were all relevant points.

Examiner Comments

When asked to use a resource ensure that you include 
references to it in your answer.  Try to highlight in the 
resource relevant sections which may help you.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a) (ii)

Many candidates were able to score at least 2 marks for relevant descriptions of uses.  
Some mis-interpreted the question and gave further examples of energy production.  
However many simply did not give examples to support their uses as required by the 
question.  Examples of glacial uses should be more specific than a country location and 
should look to give a region or a specific named place, for example tourism at Jokulsarlon in 
Iceland or hiking up Mt. Snowdon. 

Albeit a simple answer, this includes a couple of located places 
and a series of different uses of glaciated (post-glaciated in this 
case) areas.

Examiner Comments

Ensure you are able to associate uses with named 
places. Ultimately this will improve your geographical 
understanding of place.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a) (iii)

Identification of moraine has certainly improved compared to previous series.  The vast 
majority of candidates identified a relevant type and most were able to offer some outline of 
formation.  The types of moraine best outlined were medial and lateral.  Those who chose 
terminal often did not relate it to its location which was often the deciding factor for the 
second mark.

Clear recognition of moraine and a precise outline of 
how it was formed for 3 marks in total.

Examiner Comments

Ensure that candidates clearly understand the 
relative locations of moraine types, not just a generic 
description associated with deposition.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b) (i)

The vast majority named abrasion or plucking as a type of glacial erosion.

Question 3 (b) (ii)

The vast majority of candidates recognised freeze thaw weathering as a named type of 
weathering in glaciated areas.

Question 3 (b) (iii)

This was a well answered question, with many candidates scoring full marks.  Scaled 
diagrams of the corrie and inclusion of features such as steep backwalls often set candidates 
off on the right track.  Some excellent labelling of rotating ice, freeze thaw weathering and 
the movement of the glacier outside  the corrie were also impressive.  Some candidates also 
opted to take a post-glacial stance reducing the size of the glacier and including a tarn.  On 
the whole this was better answered than the counterpart questions on Q1, Q2 and Q4. 

A simple but effective diagram with a series of good 
labels highlighting a range of features, easily scoring 
this candidate full marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should practise drawing and 
labelling different glacial landforms so 
that  they are able to interpret them in the 
exam.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b) (iv)

This was the worst answered question on the glaciers section with evidence of poor 
understanding of truncated spurs.  Candidate performance could be grouped into one of 
three categories; those who had little knowledge of truncated spurs; those who could 
simplistically describe U-shaped valleys and labelled truncated spurs seemingly as an after 
thought; and finally those who understood the link between interlocking and truncated 
spurs but were unable to offer detailed explanation beyond 3 marks.  A full 4 mark answer 
was a rarity.  This is one landform that needs a higher profile in candidates' learning.
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This is one of the few responses which could be awarded 
full marks.  The diagram shows a clear progression from 
interlocking spurs to a U-shaped valley, with labelled truncated 
spurs.  However the explanation is very good.  There is a clear 
link to why the glacier bulldozes through the valley, and at the 
end a useful explanation of process to take it to 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

For all landforms ensure that you 
are able to give a full sequence, 
name a process and fully explain the 
landform formation.  Explanation is  
the area on glaciers that candidates 
most often struggle with.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (c)

This question required candidates to focus on both the causes and effects of the avalanche 
studied, and rarely were we let down.  Many candidates referred to Galtur, and many gave a 
detailed account, often supported by specific facts, of both the causes and effects.  Although 
for many there was an imbalance in their answer, good candidates referred to the 
anomalous weather conditions in forming a 'melt crust', while, on effects, there were often 
good responses to the economic impact on the areas affected.  Many candidates achieved 
top Level 2 or Level 3 answers and the mean mark was an impressive 4.8.
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A typical Level 3 answer scoring full 
marks.  The candidate has an explanation 
and a specific point in reference to both 
causes and effects which was necessary 
for maximum marks.

Examiner Comments

Ensure you learn specific points for both causes and 
effects when studying avalanches so that you can 
produce balanced answers in the exam.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (a) (i)

Many candidates were able to use the resource to correctly identify at least 3 causes 
shown in Figure 4(a).  Some candidates quoted figures, e.g. 70,000 but did not state their 
significance, while others did not gain credit as they generalised their responses, e.g. 'many 
died, others were homeless'.  To get full marks here it was enough to use the material in the 
resource. 

A typical response from a good candidate, 
who selects the appropriate facts from the 
resource.  This response scores full marks.

Examiner Comments

Ensure that, if asked to use a resource, you 
quote directly from it.

Examiner Tip



GCSE Geography 5GA2H 01 29

Question 4 (a) (ii)

The majority of candidates recognised the collision of the two plates, the Eurasian and 
African, as the cause of the earthquake.  Some candidates, who failed to score marks, 
gave a generic answer.  Here the question related to the earthquake from the resource not 
earthquakes in general.

Question 4 (a) (iii)

Many candidates  scored only 1 mark as they noted how the Richter scale measured the 
magnitude of an earthquake.  Many then proceeded to incorrectly outline how the Richter 
scale measured shaking, the job of a seismometer.  Some higher scoring candidates were 
aware of how the scale worked, i.e. it was logarithmic.

This was a typical 1 mark response which 
linked the Richter scale to representing 
magnitude.  Candidates must be able to 
distinguish between the scale and the 
instruments used to gather data.

Examiner Comments

Ensure you can clearly distinguish between 
what is shown by the Richter scale, the 
Mercalli scale and a seismometer.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (b)

A range of reasons were offered by candidates, many of which contained explanation.  
However, many candidates only scored 3 marks as they did not use examples in their 
answer.  At this level examples should be place orientated and should be more than just the 
country, i.e. the volcanic region or name of a particular volcano.  There were some good 
answers making reference to olive and wine growing on Mt. Vesuvius and some interesting 
references to spiritual beliefs associated with Mt. Merapi and Mt Mayon.  Some lower 
scoring responses were purely descriptive, though some included examples.   Such answers 
could not usually be awarded more than 2 marks.

Question 4 (c) (i)

Although worth only one mark this question discriminated well, as a significant number of 
candidates were confused by the direction of the plate, and appeared not to have studied 
hotspots in great detail.  The plate has to move west in this case to generate the chain of 
islands shown.

This was a typical response scoring 3 marks, 
which did not include examples.  All of the 
points made are relevant to living near volcanic 
regions, yet none is supported.

Examiner Comments

When learning reasons why people live near 
areas affected by volcanoes or earthquakes, 
try to link them to named regions.  
Alternatively, next time there is a volcanic 
eruption on the news research your own 
reasons.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (c) (ii)

Again a 1 mark question which was a good discriminator.  Many did not read the question 
carefully and tried to link their answer to a plate boundary.  Those who used the resource 
well often scored the mark.

Question 4 (c) (iii)

For those candidates unfamiliar with hotspots this question proved to be difficult. Some 
simply copied box 1, others drew a plan view of the 3 islands as a volcanic chain.  Those 
with a clear understanding of hotspots often added extra cones, eroded the existing cones, 
and in the labelling changed the eruption status of cone 2 to extinct.  A wide variety of 
responses here, a clear discriminator and evidence that candidates need to practise drawing 
labelled diagrams of different tectonic landforms.
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This was a good example of a candidate 
scoring full marks.  Clear development of 
box 1, with erosion of cone 2 and 3, a newly 
formed cone 4 and both cones 1 and 2 labelled 
"extinct". 

Examiner Comments

Practise drawing, labelling and 
annotating a variety of tectonic 
landforms so that you are comfortable 
with them in the exam.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (d)

It was clear from marking this question that candidates often fail to differentiate between 
the formation of volcanoes at different tectonic settings and the explanation of different 
characteristic features at the plate boundaries.  With a mean mark of 2.2 it was clear that 
most candidates simply described the features at a divergent plate boundary and were 
unable to offer any explanation for their existence.  Some candidates confused divergent 
with destructive and their response failed to score. 

Many of the responses which scored higher than 2 marks achieved this by explaining the 
eruption of magma due to rising magma asociated with convection.  Few commented on the 
effusive nature of the eruptions, or explained the type of volcanic cones found, nor did they 
comment on the shallow and low magnitude earthquakes found here.  An alarming number 
of students felt that there was no earthquake activity found on the plate boundaries.  
Candidates may benefit from drawing a series of cross-sectional annotated diagrams to 
cover the features at each plate boundary.



34 GCSE Geography 5GA2H 01

This was a relatively rare but very good example 
of the type of response to reach full marks.  The 
candidate uses the diagram to highlight some of 
the features and to show an understanding of plate 
movement.  S/he then clearly describes features 
specifically associated at a divergent boundary, 
and the explanation of non explosive volcanism 
and low intensity earthquakes is sound.

Examiner Comments

Prepare an annotated cross sectional diagram 
with 3 - 4 features of each plate boundary.  
Ensure also that you can explain the formation 
of volcanoes as well as the characteristic 
features of each plate boundary.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (e)

This was another potentially challenging question especially as candidates were unsure 
about what 'forecasting' earthquakes meant.  The specification states that candidates must 
be able to explain how building design, forecasting, education and planning help reduce the 
impacts of tectonic activity.  Although there are no successfully proven methods to forecast 
earthquakes (as noted by some perceptive candidates), there are a series of methods used 
to give short term notice.   These must be differentiated from how authorities plan for 
tectonic events.  As such we accepted answers in reference to escaping radon gas, use of 
seismometers to monitor stress in the crust and the behaviour of animals. 

Many candidates found it relatively easy to access the top of Level 2 with very good 
explanations of different building designs, including counter weights, shatter-proof glass and 
cross-bracing which were often related to examples of buildings.  However, candidates need 
to improve their understanding of our ability (or not) to forecast in the light of specification 
requirements.
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Although an unbalanced answer, the candidate 
gives clear explanatory detail on building design, 
and makes reference to hazard mapping as a form 
of forecasting.  Named methods were deemed 
acceptable as specific examples in this question.

Examiner Comments

Ensure that the candidates can 
differentiate between planning and 
forecasting of earthquakes.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (a) (i)

Many candidates were able to use the resource to identify ways in which products can be 
recycled.  Those that did not score full marks often defined recycling or gave reference to 
products not shown in Figure 5(a).

Question 5 (a) (ii)

Many responses  were held at 2 marks here as they did not make explicit reference to 
evidence from Figure 5(a).  Many were able to outline how re-using a product would lead 
to fewer trees being cut down, but, without reference to the resource, answers were self 
limiting.  The most common references included 'less paper production', 'fewer items sent to 
landfill' and use of the 'hydrapulper' to undertake the recycling.

Here the candidate makes clear reference to re-using 
paper resulting in fewer trees being cut down;  but 
towards the end they mention less paper production, 
which is specifically linked to Figure 5(a) and the 
response scores 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

If asked to give evidence from the 
resource, try to make it obvious, for 
example 'Figure 5(a) shows....'

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (a) (iii)

Candidates were well prepared for this question, since many were able to make reference 
to schemes brimming with local detail on recycling.  However, many answers  were 
purely descriptive, simply telling the story of the journey of a recycled object.  Without 
explanation, candidates' responses were limited to 2 marks, and it is clear that candidates 
need to develop the explanations of their examples.  Good explanations included why 
schemes were employed, or included part of the recycling/reprocessing process.  Some 
lower scoring candidates made reference to national schemes.

This candidate makes reference to the popular Re3 scheme and includes plenty of 
specific detail.  They give a hint of explanation for the cause of the scheme and a 
thorough account of how products are reprocessed, thereby scoring 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

There is a risk of responding to this question with description 
only and therefore you have to make the explanation clear.  You 
might do this by explaining the objectives of a recycling scheme 
or by developing your explanation of how a product is recycled.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (b) (i)

Many candidates find the description of distribution a challenge and this question was no 
different.  With a mean score of 2.3 candidates often told a story or gave a 'Cook's Tour' 
of the continents' energy use.  Fewer candidates could identify a pattern/trend, then give 
variations and anomalies.  Therefore it seems that this is an area in which candidates would 
benefit from further practice.  This question did not give an obvious trend; however some 
candidates recognised that most places near to the equator had low energy use except 
Australasia, while others noted that all HICs had high energy use, except Europe.  Some 
candidates did not use data and therefore their responses were self limiting; others did not 
recognise the areas of the world with most/least. 

On an administrative note, no key was given here as the values for energy use were 
complicated and deemed to detract from the actual values, even though it is good 
geography to use a key.
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This candidate recognises a clear trend, gives the 
exception to it(Europe) and uses data throughout.  
They also recognise the highest energy user.  All 
of this in 5 lines, and that is without crediting the 
explanation on the final 3 lines.  A good concise 
response.

Examiner Comments

Ensure, when describing 
distribution, that you refer to data, 
identify the main pattern, the 
variations within the pattern and 
anomalies to it.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (b) (ii)

The majority of candidates were able to define non-renewable energy to score full marks.  
Many identified the finite nature of the resource and many referred to an example.

Question 5 (b) (iii)

Although fairly well answered by many, too many candidates chose to describe rather than 
explain and their responses were therefore limited to 2 marks.  However, many had a good 
grasp of points and many could relate to types of renewable energy.  Candidates should try 
to relate to specific types of renewable energy as it makes the points made more specific. 

This candidate only focused on wind power, which was 
acceptable, but did not explain the advantage and therefore 
gained 3 marks of the 4 available. 

Examiner Comments

If asked to explain advantages and disadvantages be sure 
to give a balanced answer with clear explanation of both 
aspects.  Relating what you say to a named type of energy 
e.g. solar power, often gives the answer more focus.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (c)

This was a well answered question, as candidates focused on different methods to reduce 
energy wastage in the home and as such were able to access at least top Level 2 with good 
explanation.  However some candidates did not give specific data to support their answer, 
such as percentage of heat loss or cost of energy reduction methods.  Some candidates 
unfortunately focused on recycling, even though it had been addressed in 5(aiii), and 
therefore scored 0.

Although this candidate makes one specific point (35% of heat 
lost through roof) and gives some explanation there was no 
credit for reference to solar panels and this response could not 
reach more than top Level 2.

Examiner Comments

When learning about reducing 
energy wastage in the home ensure 
that you are able to quote specific 
points to support your answer.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (a) (i)

A generally well answered question by many candidates.  Marks were obtained a by a very 
methodical interpretation of each cartoon and or by applying  knowledge and understanding 
of the problems associated with water supply in LICs.  The better answers  focused their 
comments on the major water supply problems, clearly indicating why what was portrayed 
in the cartoons constituted a serious issue for those living in such countries.

Question 6 (a) (ii)

The vast majority of candidates were able to score full marks for recognising water borne 
diseases.  Common answers included cholera and dysentery.

Question 6 (a) (iii)

With a mean mark of 2.48 this question was handled more effectively by candidates than 
in past series.  Good understanding of different types of appropriate technology as well 
as a grasp of the cost, scale and specifics of methods helped higher scoring candidates to 
gain marks.  However a tendency to be descriptive and not concentrate on how the method 
improved water supply limited some.  Equally, reference to just one type of technology 
limited good answers to 3 marks as they failed to include a range of examples.
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Although not a typical response, this candidate shows a clear 
understanding of a range of methods and gives explicit reasons 
for their use.  A good 4 mark answer.

Examiner Comments

Ensure that when asked for examples you are able to 
focus on more than one type of appropriate technology.  
Equally, reference to specific places can often give the 
answer more substance.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (b) (i)

The vast majority of candidates identified Murcia as the city located in a high water deficit 
region.

Question 6 (b) (ii)

As in Q5 candidates found this the most challenging part of Q6.  The ability to describe 
distribution is often a good discriminator and a challenging task, and this question was 
once again proof that candidates benefit from regular practice of this skill.  Recognising the 
overall trend, the variation within the trend and an exception to the trend act as a good 
model for tackling these questions.  In addition, the use of map evidence or data will 
also secure a mark. In this question the East/West general trend was identified by most.  
Within that trend some recognised that higher surplus areas were either further north or 
north west, while higher deficit areas were further south east.  The exceptions were often 
recognised as Madrid,  a surplus area in the centre of the country or Barcelona, a deficit 
area, to the north. 

Overall, candidates returned a better score than for the comparative item on question 5 but 
there are still lessons to be learnt.

This candidate scored 4 marks by identifying in the first two 
sentences the pattern, as well as differentiating between 
those areas of high water surplus and those of surplus.  The 
recognition of Barcelona as an exception and the use of named 
areas as map evidence helped this answer to score full marks.

Examiner Comments

Remember, when describing 
distribution, to give the overall 
pattern, variation within the 
pattern, anomalies to the pattern 
and either map evidence or data.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (b) (iii)

Candidates often easily scored 2 marks for describing the demands of leisure and tourism 
without then explaining how they lead to water shortage.  Higher scoring responses often 
focused on the plight of the local populations discriminated against by the local authorities 
in favour of the affluent tourists, or gave an account of how seasonal variability of rainfall 
coincided with higher summer demands.  Few lower scoring candidates focused on LIC 
examples.  Those that focused on the Spanish Costas often accessed the higher scores.

This candidate focuses on a couple of examples to highlight 
their point.  They give good detail on water usage by the 
tourism industry and also comment on the impact of water 
shortages. 

Examiner Comments

Reference to specific examples can often give an 
answer more focus.  The Spanish Costas are often 
referred to by candidates  and constitute an excellent 
example.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (c)

A range of examples were used in reference to water management schemes including the 
popular 3 Gorges Dam, Kielder Water, schemes on the River Colorado, the GAP project and 
the Aswan Dam, among other examples.  Candidates often showed excellent factual recall 
of their case studies, though some tended to describe the scheme rather than focus on 
the impacts on the people.  The best answers came from those using the 3 Gorges Dam 
example, many of which reached Level 3.  To achieve this candidates were required to 
explain and give specific data on both the positive and the negative impacts.  Some were 
only limited by their inability to do this, or because they focused on environmental impacts 
rather than those on people.  That said, this question returned a mean score of 3.95 which 
was impressive.
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This was a typical response which scored 
full marks.  The references to positive 
and negative are clear and there is ample 
specific data used throughout. 

Examiner Comments

Ensure that your answer focuses on the correct 
impacts, i.e. if asked for impacts on people avoid 
references to the environment.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Candidate performance on the paper was in line with that of the last two series and 
it is pleasing to see evidence that centres are following the advice given in previous 
examiners' reports.

The following comments may lead to improved performance by all candidates:

i) Candidates will benefit from regular practice in drawing labelled or indeed annotated 
diagrams of landforms to familiarise themselves with their appearance and to be able to 
show and explain their formation.

ii) Use of a sequence of diagrams in landform questions will enhance the understanding of 
landform development.

iii) Candidates will benefit from using places in questions asking for examples. Many 
candidates are unable to relate some excellent points to named areas/regions.

iv) It is useful to learn the processes outlined in the specification as a series of definitions so 
that candidates can apply them in the examination.

v) Candidates will benefit from regular practice of describing distribution from maps - 
focusing on giving an overall trend, variations within the trend and exceptions to it.

As a final administrative point, as requested in previous examiners' reports, if candidates 
are going to write outside the allocated area, or indeed on a different page, they should 
clearly signal this to the examiner with more than just an asterisk or arrow.

Overall the examiners were pleased with the candidates' performance and would like to 
congratulate them for their achievements in this series. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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