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Introduction
This was the third series for this paper. It was the first attempt for many of the centres 
but clearly excellent preparation had taken place with past papers being used as mock 
examinations. It was obvious from the candidates’ responses that they had been well 
prepared for the Challenges to the Planet questions with some excellent responses being 
seen.

The Geographical skills section was much stronger in this examination with the majority of 
the candidates being able to demonstrate their skills.  The skills section continues to be the 
lowest scoring section but this is due to the nature of the skills questions.  
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 Question 1(b) 

     Candidates were able to give reasons for why Durham was built in the meander bend.    Many 
discussed trade boats and water supply relatively few mention the idea of defence. 

 

 

   

      

     

This response was representative of many with 
the candidate referring to ‘boats’ implying trade 
and water supply.

Examiner Comments

This response was representative of many with 

Examiner Comments
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Question 1(c)(i-ii)

The question was received much better this summer than last summer when a similar 
sketch map question was on the examination paper. Many of the candidates were able to 
locate the features and draw on the roads in the correct places.
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This candidate accurately located all three 
features. The telephone was a very rare correct 
answer.
The roads were also accurately located. 

Examiner Comments

This candidate accurately located all three 

Examiner Comments
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All are correct; therefore, this response gets full marks.

Examiner Comments

All are correct; therefore, this response gets full marks.

Examiner Comments
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The mast is just good enough, as is the telephone because part of 
it is ‘in the triangle’.  The post offi ce is incorrect.

Both of the roads are correct; the secondary being the small one to 
the right of the sketch map.  

Examiner Comments
The mast is just good enough, as is the telephone because part of 

Examiner Comments
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Candidates must ensure that features are located 
accurately and are drawn at the correct scale.
Candidates must ensure that features are located 

Examiner Tip

The candidate accurately locates the mast and the post offi ce. 
The telephone whilst in the correct pace does not have a line to 
its location on the ground.

The secondary road is correct but the A road is too wide.

Examiner Comments

The candidate accurately locates the mast and the post offi ce. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 1(c)(iii)(1)

This question was answered correctly by the majority of the candidates.

Question 1(c)(iii)(2)

This question was answered correctly by the majority of the candidates.

Question 1(c)(iii)(3)

Most candidates were able to identify the correct direction.

Question 1(c)(iii)(4)

This question was answered correctly by the majority of the candidates.

Question 01(c)(iii)(5)

This question was answered correctly by the majority of the candidates.
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 Question 2(a)(i) 

      This question was very well received by the candidates. It was pleasing to see how many of 
them achieved the 2 marks that were allocated to it. 

Only one correct plot; few candidates made this error
Examiner Comments

Only one correct plot; few candidates made this error
Examiner Comments
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This candidate has identifi ed the sites. This was 
not necessary to score the marks.  However, 
only one of these plots is correct.

Examiner Comments
This candidate has identifi ed the sites. This was 

Examiner Comments
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    Question 2(a)(v) 

     This question was well received by the candidates with many scoring 2 or 3 marks. 

 

 

 

 

The candidate describes accurately what happens to the 
depth and includes data.  However, the units are not 
included, and therefore the data would not count, hence 
2 marks not 3 were awarded.

Examiner Comments

The candidate describes accurately what happens to the 

Examiner Comments

Candidates must ensure that the units are always 
included with the number when data is requested.
Candidates must ensure that the units are always 

Examiner Tip

The candidate has described how the depth changes. A number of pieces of data 
have been included; some without the item. However, 3 marks were awarded.

Examiner Comments
The candidate has described how the depth changes. A number of pieces of data 

Examiner Comments
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This was an accurate response to the question, 
although the last explanatory comment is not 
required. 

Examiner Comments

This was an accurate response to the question, 

Examiner Comments
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Question 2(bi-bii) 

      This question required the candidates to display their knowledge on how ICT can enhance 
the preparation for and the collection of fi eldwork data. A number of the candidates misread 
the question or did not understand the terminology and wrote about the presenting of data 
using Excel. The use of Excel to collect information in the fi eld via a questionnaire answer 
sheet was perfectly acceptable. 

 

 

This candidate has misunderstood the question. The response is 
about displaying the data, not collecting it.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has misunderstood the question. The response is 

Examiner Comments

The candidate accurately identifi es one way that ICT can be used to prepare 
for fi eldwork. It then describes how ICT can be used to collect the data. 

Examiner Comments

The candidate accurately identifi es one way that ICT can be used to prepare 

Examiner Comments
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Question 3(a)(iii)

This question was very well received by the candidates. Many of them scored the 2 marks 
available.

Question 3(a)(iv)(1)

This question was answered correctly by the majority of the candidates.

Question 3(a)(iv)(2)

This question was answered correctly by the majority of the candidates.

Question 3(a)(iv)(3)

This question was answered correctly by the majority of the candidates.

Question 3(a)(iv)(4)

This question was answered correctly by the majority of the candidates.

Question 3(a)(iv)(5)

This question was answered correctly by the majority of the candidates.
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Question 3(b) 

      This question did pose some problems for candidates. In many instances they were able 
to write about different local responses. However, the candidates found it diffi cult to relate 
their answers to climate change. 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  

 

Simple statements about what people can do 
to reduce their usage of power - unrelated to 
climate change.

Examiner Comments
Simple statements about what people can do 

Examiner Comments

This candidate has answered the question 
using Park and Ride and has attempted 
to link it to climate change and therefore 
receives higher marks.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has answered the question 

Examiner Comments
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   Question 4(a)(ii) 

     The majority of the candidates scored well on this question. Demonstrating a good 
awareness of why congestion charging was introduced. 

 

 

 

     

 
 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

This candidate gave two correct reasons.

Examiner Comments

This candidate gave two correct reasons.

Examiner Comments

Two correct reasons.

Examiner Comments

Two correct reasons.

Examiner Comments
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 Question 4(a)(iii) 

     Some excellent responses were seen to this question. Candidates were well versed in 
Park and Ride and the use of the bus system in Brazil. This question did lead to a lot of 
candidates overwriting and candidates should be reminded that if there are 4 marks the 
examiner is looking for 4 clear points. 

 

 

 

 

 
    

An excellent response which describes ‘Park and 
Ride’ using Norwich as an example.

Examiner Comments
An excellent response which describes ‘Park and 

Examiner Comments

This response gains 4 marks.  
1 mark for Park and Ride, 1 mark for 
park outside of a city centre, 1 mark for 
get the bus and 1 for the effect. 

Examiner Comments

This response gains 4 marks.  

Examiner Comments
This was an excellent response; 
4 points for 4 marks.
This was an excellent response; 

Examiner Tip
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    Question 4(b) 

     This question was well received by the candidates with many of them scoring in level 2.   
 The biggest problems were the candidates who only had examples about farming to draw 
upon which is not correct for the Specifi cation which deals with resource extraction and 
its effects. Other candidates discussed problems of deforestation and its effects on global 
warming which are not correct for the question as it requires detail on Tropical Rainforest 
areas not on a global scale. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

This response does not receive any credit 
because it is about management of the 
rainforest; not about the effects of resource 
extraction.

Examiner Comments

This response does not receive any credit 

Examiner Comments
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The candidate makes reference to an iron ore 
mine but there is little detail on the effects of 
the mining. The reference to global warming is 
not creditworthy. This response is mark band 2.

Examiner Comments

The candidate makes reference to an iron ore 

Examiner Comments
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This is an excellent response which has specifi c detail 
and explains the effects of resource extraction.

Examiner Comments
This is an excellent response which has specifi c detail 

Examiner Comments
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The question is about resource extraction. This candidate has based 
their answer on palm oil production which is farming not resource 
extraction. Therefore, they would score in level 1 where marks can be credited 
for general descriptive comments about problems in the Tropical Rainforests.

Examiner Comments

The question is about resource extraction. This candidate has based 

Examiner Comments

Candidates must ensure that the response is 
about resource extraction and its effects.
Candidates must ensure that the response is 

Examiner Tip
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This was an excellent response which has 
specifi c detail and explanatory points.

Examiner Comments

This was an excellent response which has 

Examiner Comments Candidates must ensure that responses 
include specifi c detail to move up the levels.
Candidates must ensure that responses 

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary

The majority of the questions were well received and the mean of the paper which indicates 
candidate performance continues to improve. There were few questions that the whole of 
the candidates found challenging. The best performing question was 3aiv and the worst 
performing question was 3b, which the candidates did not respond to correctly.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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