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 Introduction 
  It was pleasing to see a good standard of responses from candidates in this second session of the 
examination. 

 The paper again required candidates to answer a variety of questions on their chosen topics in sixty 
minutes. The majority of candidates successfully completed the required number of questions within 
the permitted time. 

 The approach to individual questions is considered in this report, including examples of good practice 
for questions requiring a degree of extended writing or questions which caused the most diffi culty to 
candidates. These questions also provided the greatest range of responses from candidates, with the 
best answers providing the necessary level of description, explanation and / or specifi cs.  

 

 Question 1(a)(i) 
  Well received by the majority of candidates. 

    
Question 1(a)(ii) 
   Well received by the majority of candidates, with the resource being studied carefully and used to 
answer the question. 

Examiner Comments

A good answer, using 'developed points' e.g. fl at land for expansion.
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     Question 1(a)(iii) 
   Well received by the majority of candidates. 

     Question 1(a)(iv) 
  Well received by the majority of candidates. 

   

Examiner Comments

A good answer, comparing the two maps.
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 Question 1(a)(v) 
   This question is about the growth not the location of tertiary industry. 

 Some candidates mis-interpreted this question and wrote about  why  disposable income has gone up 
rather than the impacts of this.  

Examiner Comments

A good answer, stating what has happened to the level of disposable 
income and the knock-on impacts of this.
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    Question 1(b)(i) 
     Well received by the majority of candidates. 

     Question 1(b)(ii) 
   Well received, with many candidates scoring at least 2 or 3 marks. 

Examiner Comments

a good answer - the idea of extraction plus an example.

Examiner Comments

A good answer - including the idea of overseas suppliers and 
mechanisation.
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     Question 1(c) 
  Not very well received by the majority of candidates. Few examples of case studies were used 
answers often had little explanation. It was clear that many candidates were not confi dent in their 
understanding of the term  de-industrialisation .Nevertheless, there were some good examples - in 
particular using The Eden Project in Cornwall as a case study. 

 

   Question 2(a)(i) 
  Well received by the majority of candidates. 

    Question 2(a)(ii) 
  Many candidates scored one mark, usually by saying, '...to earn more money' (see example below). 
However, there were few developments of this point so very few candidates scored two marks. 

Examiner Comments

An example of an answer scoring full marks.
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    Question 2(a)(iii) 
  Well received by the majority of candidates. No credit was given for 'less services' - candidates needed 
to be more specifi c. 

   

     Question 2(a)(iv) 
  Well received by the majority of candidates. 

   

 

Examiner Comments

A good answer, clearly identifying several changes.
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Question 2(b) 
     This question was not done particulary well, with many candidates just writing about countryside 
management in general.   

    

 Question 2(c)(i) 

   

    
 

 

Examiner Comments

An example of an answer scoring full marks.

Examiner Comments

An example of an answer scoring full marks.
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  Question 2(c)(ii) 
     Candidates appeared to struggle with this one. Many candidates referred to the food vs fuel debate, 
but found it hard to articulate their thoughts. 

       
Question 2(d) 
  The most popular case study used by candidates was Dartmoor. However, many candidates wrote about 
the causes of confl ict rather than the management of confl ict. Candidates failed to tie a particular 
management strategy to a specifi c location. 

   

 Question 3(a)(i) 
  Well received by the majority of candidates. 

   

 

Examiner Comments

Development of a point is credited e.g. the number of countries facing 
a food shortage or the percentage of land used (see example).
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Question 3(a)(ii) 
     Well received by the majority of candidates. 'Near a main road' was not credited as this affected the 
growth rather than the site of the settlement. 

     Question 3(a)(iii) 
   Well received by the majority of candidates, with many scoring two marks for the idea of movement 
(1) from rural to urban (1). 

   

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

a good example of how candidates 'developed a point'.

Examiner Comments

An example of an answer scoring full marks.
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 Question 3(a)(iv) 
   Well received by the majority of candidates. 

   

 
 
 

Examiner Comments

Accepted 'house prices are cheaper in the countryside' as a 
generalisation.

Examiner Comments

just one mark for general 'pollution'.
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    Question 3(a)(v) 
   Many candidates incorrectly wrote about the reasons for rural depopulation rather than the 
consequences. 

 Candidates were awarded a maximum of two marks for a list of consequences.  

 

     Question 3(b)(i) 
  The majority of candidates were unable to name the correct term for this process. 

   

Examiner Comments

An example of an answer scoring full marks.
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 Question 3(b)(ii) 
Well received by the majority of candidates.

   Question 3(b)(iii) 
     Well received by the majority of candidates. Very few candidates wrote about disadvantages or 
greenfi eld sites. 

 'less resources needed' was considered too vague to be awarded a mark.  

Examiner Comments

Common changes in population structure were linked to later 
marriages, an ageing population and rising divorce rates. Growth in 
population size was not accepted.

Examiner Comments

An example of an answer scoring full marks.
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        Question 3(c) 
  This question was not very well received by the majority of candidates. Only a small proportion 
of candidates refered to a specifi c case study, although there were some good ones of Salford and 
Bradford. Nevertheless, there was only a very limited number of answers combining both specifi cs and 
explanations for Level 3. 

 

   Question 4(a)(i) 
  Well received by the majority of candidates. 

    Question 4(a)(ii) 
   A number of candidates misunderstood the term  relief  in this context. Many candidates talked about 
areas of 'no relief' which were not given credit. 

 Many candidates mis-interpreted the question, citing reasons linked to transport, resources and 
climate to explain why some areas were sparsely populated.  

    

  
 

 

Examiner Comments

An example of an answer scoring full marks.
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 Question 4(a)(iii) 

  

 Question 4(b)(i) 
  Well received by the majority of candidates. 

 

   Question 4(b)(ii) 
  Well received by the majority of candidates. 

   

 Question 4(b)(iii) 
  This question was very well received, with the majority of candidates developing a point for two 
marks. 

   

Examiner Comments

A good answer - candidate states clearly how the factor affects 
population density.
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 Question 4(c)(i) 
   Well received by the majority of candidates. The defi nition was extended to allow under 25's (see 
example below). 

      

Examiner Comments

An example of an answer scoring full marks.

 

   

 Question 4d 
  A range of different case studies were used by candidates to answer this question. Level 3 answers 
often used Japan as the case study, with good explanation and specifi cs. Case studies of the UK and 
Germany were frequently rather vague, lacking specifi cs. 

 Some answers explained the impacts of a youthful population, for no marks. 

 The idea of taxes was frequently misunderstood or not explained clearly enough for credit. 

   

 Question 5a1 
  Well received by the majority of candidates. 

   

 Question 5a2 
  Well received by the majority of candidates. 

  

  Question 5a3 
  Well received by the majority of candidates. 
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  Question 5(b)(i) 
     Well received by the majority of candidates. 

Examiner Comments

An example of an answer scoring full marks.
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     Question 5(b)(ii) 
  Well received by the majority of candidates. Most candidates gained full marks, using playing data 
from Figure 5b. 

   

 Question 5(b)(iii) 
     Some answers were unclear - it is not enough to say that 'people are unhappy with medical care in the 
UK'. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

Examiner Comments

An example of an answer scoring full marks.

Examiner Tip

Include details of the operation and / or body for 
credit. Naming a country is not enough for a a 
mark.
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 Question 5(c)(i) 
  Many candidates scored one or two marks on this question, although few scored full marks. Some 
candidates misunderstood the question, wanting to give an  explanation  of the population fl ow rather 
than a  description  of the population fl ow. 

   

 Question 5(c)(ii) 
   On the whole, this question was answered well. Weaker responses tended to just use the words 
 technology  and  transport  without mentioning something specifi cally (e.g. internet, aeroplanes etc.) 

       Question 5(d) 
  Many candidates mis-interpreted the question and proceeded to write about the host country rather 
than the  country of origin.  However, there were some excellent answers, in particular one using the 
case study of Poland. 

 Many answers had explanations but lacked specifi c points (or vice versa) and so were only able to 
reach level 2.  

Examiner Comments

An example of an answer scoring full marks.
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   Question 6(b)(i) 
   Well received by the majority of candidates. 

  

 

Examiner Comments

An example of an answer scoring full marks.

Examiner Tip

Use a sharp pencil and a ruler to complete graphs.
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    Question 6(b)(ii) 
  Well received by the majority of candidates. 

Examiner Comments

An example of an answer scoring full marks.

Examiner Tip

Ensure that you include data (and the correct 
units) from the fi gure.

Examiner Comments

An example of an answer scoring full marks.
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            Question 6(c) 
   Mostly well received by the majority of candidates. 

 Weaker answers involved candidates talking about different  types  of holiday (adventure, package 
etc.) 

 Identifi cation of physical factors tended to be clearer and better than that of human factors.  

 

      

Examiner Comments

An example of an answer scoring full marks.
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 Question 6(d) 
   This question was done well by the majority of candidates. Good examples using Blackpool were used 
by some candidates. 

      

 Question 6(e) 
  Many candidates were 'stuck' on two marks here due to a lack of specifi c examples used. Often a place 
name would be included, but the impact would not be specifi c.  

  

 Question 6(f) 
  Well received by the majority of candidates. The Gambia proved to be the most successful case study, 
with candidates writing confi dently about specifi cs, backed up with explanation. 

 Many candidates chose to write about Trinidad, again with some good specifi cs but with weaker 
explanation.  

   Once again , candidates generally responded extremely positively to the paper. There were very few 
cases of candidates attempting an incorrect combination of questions or leaving questions blank that 
required an answer. The vast majority of candidates were able to complete both of their topics within 
the time permitted. 

 As with the June 2010 examination, Questions 1 and 6 proved most popular with candidates.  

Examiner Comments

An example of an answer scoring full marks.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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