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 Introduction 
  Once again, it was good to see a high standard of responses from candidates in this second session of 
the new modular examination. 

 The vast majority of candidates successfully attempted to complete a variety of questions on their 
two chosen topics within the permitted time of one hour. 

 The approach to individual questions is considered in this report, including examples of good practice 
that may be shared with students.  
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 Question 1(a)(i) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 1(a)(iv) 

       

Examiner Comments

This question was well received, with most 
candidates scoring two or three marks.
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Question 1(a)(v) 

  

   

 

Examiner Tip

Be specifi c - use data from the resource 
to make a better answer.

Examiner Comments

This question was well received by most candidates. 
Many candidates scored full marks on this question.
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 Question 1(a)(vi)(1) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 1(a)(vi)(2) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 1(a)(vi)(3) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 1(a)(vi)(4) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 1(a)(vi)(5) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

 

   Question 1(b)(i) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 1(b)(ii) 
  Not very well received by candidates - many able to give two different reasons (e.g. more expensive 
to mine coal) but unable to develop a reason. 

 The term  primary industry  was not fully understood by a number of candidates.  

 

  Question 1(c) 
  The Eden Project (Cornwall) was the most common case study used in this question. However, many 
candidates failed to include a specifi c case study in their answer and were therefore restricted to 
maximum of three marks. 
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  Question 2(a)(i) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

 

   Question 2(a)(iv) 

    

 

Examiner Comments

This question was generally well answered, with many 
candidates making four or more points worthy of credit. 
Some candidates incorrectly described methods of 
diversifi cation (e.g. pony trekking) in their answer.

Examiner Tip

You must use evidence from a resource if asked in 
the question. If you don't do this, the number of 
marks available will be restricted.
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    Question 2(b)(i)(1) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

 

   Question 2(b)(i)(2) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 2(b)(i)(3) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 2(b)(i)(4) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 2(b)(i)(5) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 2(b)(ii) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 2(c) 
  Well received by some candidates. Good answers included details about workforce and farm and 
business closures. 

 

   Question 2(d) 
  The word 'chemicals' was required for candidates to be awarded a mark when talking about no 
fertilisers / pesticides being used on organic farms. 

 Credit was given for the idea about organic farming being 'safer / more humane for animals'.  
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 Question 2(e) 
  Many responses were vague, lacking specifi city and discussing countryside management in general. 

 A large proportion of candidates incorrectly wrote about the causes of confl ict rather than 
management. This was a similar problem on the higher tier. 

 The Lake Disctrict was a common case study used by candidates.  

  

 Question 3(a)(i) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 3(a)(iv) 
     The 'river' was not credited as a reason why the settlement has grown as this is a site factor. 

 The most common reasons given by candidates were associated with the  road  and  provision of 
services  including the secondary school.  

 

Examiner Comments

This response has three seperate reasons for three marks. 
Some students gained three marks by having two points, 
one of which is 'developed'.
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       Question 3(a)(v) 

  

 Question 3(b)(i)(1) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 3(b)(i)(2) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 3(b)(i)3 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

Examiner Comments

It was not enough just to say 'settlement X is smaller' - 
more detail is required. Some candidates mixed up the 
different settlements or mis-read the question, describing 
the changes in Y.



11

GCSE Geography 5GA3F 01

    Question 3(b)(i)(4) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 3(b)(i)(5) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 3(b)(ii) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. Many candidates understood what a brownfi eld 
site is identify the advantages of existing utilities, less pressure on greenfi eld sites and land values. 

   

 Question 3(b)(iii) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 3(c) 
  Not very well received by candidates - very few candidates appeared to understand what is meant 
by the term  de-industrialisation  and most of those that did, were unable to use an example in their 
answer. 

 Common responses described falling employment and growing crime, dereliction and out-migration.  

  

 Question 4(a)(ii)(1) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 4(a)(ii)(2) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 4(a)(ii)(3) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 
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  Question 4(a)(ii)(4) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 4(a)(ii)(5) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 4(a)(iii) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 4(a)(iv) 
  Many candidates were able to identify the link between mountains / high relief and a sparse 
population and use examples from the fi gure. 

 A number of candidates misunderstood the term  relief  used in this context. 

 Few candidates scored more than two marks on this question.  

  

 Question 4(b)(iii) 
  Many candidates were able to give two different reasons to explain why death rates have fallen, but 
few were able to develop these reasons for full marks. 

 Good answers talked about cures for specifi c diseases and access to improved health care and supplies 
of clean drinking water.  

  

 Question 4(c) 
  Not very well received by candidates - it was clear that many candidates did not understand the term 
 youthful population.  

 Few candidates scored more than two marks. It was common for candidates to write about an 
increased workforce, competition for jobs and increased demand for school / other services.  
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 Question 4(d) 
  This question was fairly well received by candidates - with many scoring at least three marks through 
some good explanations. 

 Most marks given for ideas about increased levels of care, reduced workforce and costs of pension 
provision. 

 Some candidates were sidetracked by China's and Singapore's population policies. 

 Use of case studies / specifi cs was patchy, but there were some good ones using Japan as the case 
study.  
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 Question 5(b)(i) 
     This question was well received by most candidates. 

Examiner Comments

An example of a correctly completed graph for 2 marks.
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     Question 5(b)(ii) 

      

 Question 5(b)(iii) 
  This question was  well received by candidates. Many candidates were able to identify a reason and 
develop it for full marks. 

 However, there was a number of candidates who had given two  undeveloped   reasons  and therefore 
only scored one mark. 

 Few examples were used.  

  

 Question 5(c)(i) 
  Few candidates were awarded full marks on this question. Answers were lacking in detail about 
specifi c fl ows from country to country. 

   

 Question 5(c)(ii)(1) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

Examiner Comments

This question was extremely well received 
by candidates - using data from the fi gure 
to access full marks.
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    Question 5(c)(ii)(2) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 5(c)(ii)(3) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 5(c)(ii)(4) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 5(c)(ii)(5) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 5(d) 
  Many candidates were awarded a Level 3 without specifi cs, but with some explanation of the 
consequences. 

 Some candidates misunderstood the question and did not score any marks as they wrote about the 
push and pull factors of the  host country  rather than the  country of origin.  

 The best answers used Poland as a case study.  
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Question 6(b)(i) 

Examiner Comments

Despite this graph using a different scale to the one in 
Q5, this question was well received by most candidates.
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   Question 6(b)(ii) 

  

Examiner Comments

A good answer, using data from the fi gure 
to help reach full marks.

Examiner Tip

Don't forget to include UNITS for your data.
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 Question 6(c)(i) 

      

 Question 6(c)(ii)(1) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 6(c)(ii)(2) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 6(c)(ii)(3) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 6(c)(ii)(4) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

 

Examiner Comments

Candidates were more successful identifying physical rather than 
human attractions. They need to be able to both on the higher tier.
Many candidates went off on a tangent, suggesting different types 
of holiday that may take place at the location shown in the fi gure.
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   Question 6(c)(ii)(5) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. 

   

 Question 6(d) 

   

Question 6(e) 
  This question was well received by most candidates. Level 2 or 3 answers were common. 

 As with the higher tier, the case study that was written about well was The Gambia (Footsteps). Good 
specifi cs were included, for example about the number of people employed, in what capacity and how 
the accommodation is eco-friendly.  

 

 

Examiner Comments

A good answer - a developed point for two 
marks.Many candidates successfully used a valid 
example to develop their negative impact.
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Paper Summary 

On the whole, the candidates response to the paper was extremely positive. There were very few 
candidates attempting the wrong number of questions and few pages were left blank. The majority of 
candidates were able to complete both of their chosen topics within the time permitted. 

 As with the higher tier, questions 4 and 6 proved to be the most popular with candidates.  

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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