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 Introduction 
  This paper contains two sections. The fi rst section tests the candidates ability to apply geographical 
skills through map and atlas work. The second section tests their knowledge of climate change and 
sustainable development.  This was the second series for this paper and on the whole an improvement 
was seen in candidate responses.  

 

  Question 1(a)(i)(1) 
  The majority of the candidates were able to identify the river.  This was a great improvement on a 
similar question in the June 2010 paper. 

   

 Question 1(a)(i)(2) 
  A surprising number of the candidates identifi ed the incorrect road namely the B4243 and the B4260.  
This seems to indicate that they were confused about the direction that the photograph was taken. 

   

 Question 1(a)(ii) 
  The majority of the candidates scored well on this question.  The question refers to Ross-on-Wye.  
Candidates who used tourist information that was a great distance from Ross did not gain credit. 

Examiner Comments

This candidate provides two good pieces of evidence but also explains 
their relevance which was not required to gain the marks.  2 marks 
were awarded.
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Question 1(b)(i) 
  Candidates found this question quite challenging.  Many scored only 1 or 2 marks.  The most common 
mistake was identifying the Triangulation Pillar instead of the Church with a Tower for letter T.  The 
Triangulation Pillar was not on the line of the cross-section. 

   

 
 

 
 

Examiner Comments

This example scored 2 marks.  Map evidence is given of two tourist 
attractions, grid references are also provided although not requested 
by the question.

Examiner Comments

A number of candidates identifi ed the camp site that was on the 
west bank of the river rather than the orchard.  This candidate also 
identifi ed the Triangulation Pillar rather than the church with a tower. 

Examiner Tip

Candidates should draw the line of the cross-
section in pencil on their maps this will help them 
to idenfi ty the correct features.
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     Question 1(b)(ii) 
  This proved to be an equally challenging question.  Candidates did not recognise that the dips in the 
line of the cross-section were for the valley of the River Wye and had been put there to help them.  

 

  

  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Examiner Comments

Both places where the cross-section crosses the River Wye have been 
accurately located.

Examiner Tip

Ensure that the examiner can clearly see where 
you have placed your 'W'.
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Examiner Comments

The ‘W’ to the right hand side of the cross-section would not receive 
credit as it is on the fl oodplain not the river valley.

Examiner Comments

The ‘W’ to the right of the cross-section would receive credit because 
part of it is in the river valley.  The ‘W’ to the left would not as it is a 
long way out.
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 Question 1(b)(iii) 
  The majority of candidates were able to gain the mark.  A range of heights were allowed. 

   

Examiner Comments

Even though these 'W's are well below the line they would still both 
gain credit.



8

Geography 5GA1H 01

 Question 1(c) 
  This question was not well received by the candidates.  Many of them only scoring 1 or 2 marks.  They 
found it diffi cult to recognise the contour lines a fair number stating that the village was on fl at land.  
Most candidates picked up their marks by correctly identifying the shape. 

   

  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

  

Examiner Comments

This is a typical response.  The candidate correctly identifi es that the 
settlement is nucleated but then starts to describe the features of the 
area rather than describing the site and shape. 

Examiner Tip

Candidates should focus on the key words in the 
question in this case  site  and  shape. 
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Examiner Comments

This candidate has not recognised the slope and provides an incorrect 
height for the village.  They then go on to describe the features of the 
village rather than the site and shape.  Statements such as 'near to the 
River Wye' did not receive credit.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has correctly described the shape.  They have 
recognised that the village is on a hill but provides an incorrect height.  
They also gained a mark for mentioning the bend in the River Wye.  
Therefore this candidate gained 3 of the available 4 marks.
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Examiner Comments

 This candidate scored the maximum 4 marks.  They have accurately 
described the site and shape.  They have included some irrelevant 
information but this is ignored by the examiner. 

Examiner Tip

 If site and shape are requested there is no need to 
mention any of the features in the settlement such 
as the churches or the land use in the area. 



11

Geography 5GA1H 01

 Question 2(a) 
  This question was very well received by the candidates.  Many were able to describe the pattern and 
provide data scoring maximum marks. 

    

 

Examiner Comments

This candidates clearly describes the pattern of rainfall in the 
UK.  They give information on the areas which receive the most and the 
least rainfall and provides accurate data.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate has provided data on the amount of rainfall receive by 
different areas but does not give an overall pattern.  They explain why 
the areas receive that amount of rainfall.  This is not required as the 
command word is describe.

Examiner Tip

Read the question carefully and respond to the 
command word that is in the question.
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 Question 2(b) 
  This question was well received by the candidates with many scoring maximum marks.  They were 
able to relate the rainfall maps to the relief maps with considerable accuracy. 

   

Examiner Comments

An excellent response the candidate has linked the higher rainfall 
totals with the higher relief and supplied data.  Maximum marks 
awarded.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate again refers to the height of the land in different areas 
of the UK and provides data.

Examiner Tip

If evidence or data is requested candidates must 
ensure that it is provided otherwise marks will be 
missed.



15

Geography 5GA1H 01

 Question 2(c) 
  The answers to this question were a vast improvement to the answers in the summer.  The majority of 
candidates were able to gain one if not both marks and showing a good understanding of GIS. 

    

 

Examiner Comments

This candidate clearly understands GIS.  They have supplied a number 
of creditworthy comments.  They refer to 'overlaying', 'easier to 
compare', and accuracy.  

Examiner Comments

This candidate refers to greater accuracy but doesn't quite make the 
point about overlaying of the data.  They refer to 'one diagram instead 
of two' which isn't quite the same.
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     Question 3(a) 
  Candidates found this question quite challenging.  They had diffi culties in accurately reading the 
combined line graph.  A range of answers were given to this question including the correct one. 

   

 Question 3(b) 
  Candidates had problems reading the information off the line graph; a range of answers were given. 

   

 Question 3(c) 
  Candidates scored well on this question although a number lost the mark because they gave the 
answer - petrol or similar. 

   

 Question 3(d) 
  This question posed a number of problems for some of the candidates.  The most common error was to 
drift into the effects of burning fossil fuels rather than answering the question which asks how fossil 
fuels cause an increase in CO 2  emissions.  

    

 
 
 

Examiner Comments

This candidate received one mark for the reference to the burning of 
fossil fuels.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate receives credit for the reference to the burning of fossil 
fuels; they also gain a mark for naming a fossil fuel.  Their third mark 
is for reference to the increase in the use of cars related to world 
population growth.  They receive no credit for how fossil fuels cause 
climate to change.

Examiner Comments

This candidate gained full marks.  They refer to the burning of fossil 
fuels and how that is increasing in certain countries.  They also supply 
data to support their claim.



18

Geography 5GA1H 01

   

         

Examiner Comments

This candidate scored two marks for the examples of fossil fuels 
and the reference to them being burnt.  They then go off the point 
discussing the effect of fossil fuels on the environment for which they 
receive no credit.
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 Question 3(e) 
  On the whole this question was well received with the majority of the candidates receiving 3 or 4 
marks.  There was some confusion with CFCs and a number of the candidates were confused over 
volcanic eruptions.  They commented that the earth was warmer due to the heat being trapped rather 
than the correct answer which is that the heat is kept out and therefore the earth is cooler. 

    

 

    

Examiner Comments

This is an excellent response which discussed how methane and solar 
output have caused climate to change.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate has actually provided three causes rather than the 
required two.  The answer on methane relating to cows easily scores 
2 marks.  The other answer worth two marks is the one relating to 
volcanic eruptions.  Although the information on rice paddies comes 
before it in the response, the examiner would have ignored this part of 
the answer and credited the information on volcanic eruptions.

Examiner Tip

If two causes are requested only two should be in 
the response.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate has used CFCs as a cause of climate change.  CFCs are 
causing a hole in the ozone layer but this is not a cause of climate 
change.  Therefore, this response would receive 2 marks for the section 
on methane which is correct.

Examiner Comments

An excellent response from a candidate who clearly understands the 
causes of climate change.
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     Question 4(a)(i) 
  On the whole this question was well received with the majority of the candidates achieving the mark. 

Examiner Comments

This candidate is a little muddled in their fi rst sentence but has 
convinced the examiner in the second part that they know what 
sustainable development is and receives the mark.
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    Question 4(a)(ii) 
  This question was not well received. Candidates seemed to not understand what was expected of 
them.  Many simply repeated the information off the Figure adding, 'this will save energy'.  This would 
only recieve a mark for the fi rst time that it was mentioned. 

 

   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

Examiner Comments

This candidate receives 2 marks, 1 for the lift from the diagram and the 
other for the comment about artifi cial lights not being used.

Examiner Tip

When presented with this type of question 
candidates are expected to use the information 
from the diagram and add to it from their own 
knowledge.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate has simply repeated the information off the diagram and 
therefore only received the 1 mark that was available for this type of 
response.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has lifted information from the diagram and used 
their own knowledge of sustainability producing a response worth the 
maximum 4 marks.
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    Question 4(a)(iii) 
  For the most part this question was well received.  Candidates used a variety of companies.  However, 
they had to provide specifi c detail if they were to receive maximum marks. 

Examiner Comments

This candidate provides 1 lift and two additional pieces of information 
receiving 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

A very common response.  Many candidates used Nokia as their chosen 
organisation and received full marks.
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Examiner Comments

This is another common example.  Many candidates used Asda however 
this response does not have the detail to receive the full 3 marks.
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Question 4(b) 
  This question was found to be quite challenging by some of the candidates.  There were a number 
of candidates who wrote about the effects of rainforest destruction not the management initiatives.  
Other candidates were too descriptive in their answers.  For the top of level 3 the response must 
contain a range of specifi c examples and explanation. 

Examiner Comments

This response draws on a number of examples to explain the 
management initiatives in the rainforest.  It received 5 marks rather 
than 6 because it lacks explanation of the management initiatives.
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Examiner Comments

This response does not really deal with the question.  There is a 
reference to Andrex but this would have to be developed further to 
achieve level 2.  Therefore, a lack of specifi cs and explanation limits 
this response to level 1.
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Examiner Comments

This response mentions two examples but does not really give any 
detail on the second one refering simply to Costa Rica, not where in 
Costa Rica this is occuring.  There is no explanation, therefore this 
response would achieve the bottom of level 2.
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Examiner Comments

This response received no credit as it deals with the effects of resource 
extraction not the management initiatives.
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Examiner Comments

This response has a number of creditable examples.  However, it was 
kept at 5 marks because the management inititatives are not well 
explained.
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The performance was better than in the Summer 2010 series but candidates are still not performing 
well on Section A which is the section that relates to geographical skills.  Centres are encouraged 
to refer to the skills checklist that is available on the Edexcel website.  This provides a list of the skills 
that will be examined during the life of the Specifi cation.  Candidates performance on Section B was 
much better with the majority of them showing a good knowledge of climate change and sustainable 
development. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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