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General advice to Assistant Examiners on the procedures to be used 
 
YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO UNDERTAKE 10 PRACTICE AND 10 STANDARDISATION 
SCRIPTS BEFORE STARTING TO MARK LIVE SCRIPTS. 
 
1 The schedule of dates for the marking of this paper is very important. It is vital that you 

meet these requirements. If you experience problems then you must contact your Team 
Leader (Supervisor) without delay. 

 
2 An element of professional judgement is required in the marking of any written paper. 

Candidates often do not use the exact words which appear in the detailed sheets which 
follow. If the science is correct and also answers the question then the mark(s) should 
normally be credited. If you are in doubt about the validity of any answer then consult your 
Team Leader (Supervisor) by phone, the messaging system within SCORIS or e-mail.  

 
3 Correct answers to calculations always gain full credit even if no working is shown. (The 

‘Show your working’ is to help candidates, who may then gain partial credit even if their 
final answer is not correct.) 

 
4 Some questions may have a ‘Level of Response’ mark scheme. Any details about these 

will be in the rationale.  
 
5 If an answer has been crossed out and no alternative answer has been written then mark 

the answer crossed out. 
 
6 In addition to the award of 0 marks, there is a NR (No Response) option on SCORIS. 

 
Award 0 marks  
 

• if there is any attempt that earns no credit (including copying out the question or 
some crossed out working) 

 
Award NR (No Response) 
 

• if there is nothing written at all in the answer space 
OR 

• if there is any comment which does not in any way relate to the question being 
asked (e.g. ‘can’t do’, ‘don’t know’) 
OR 

• if there is any sort of mark which is not an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a 
question mark) 

 
7 Abbreviations, annotations and conventions used in the detailed Mark Scheme. 

 
/ = alternative and acceptable answers for the same marking point 
(1) =  separates marking points 
not = answers which are not worthy of credit 
reject =   answers which are not worthy of credit 
ignore =   statements which are irrelevant 
allow =   answers that can be accepted 
( ) = words which are not essential to gain credit 
__ = underlined words must be present in answer to score a mark 
ecf = error carried forward 
AW =  alternative wording 
ora = or reverse argument 
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8 Annotations: the following annotations are available on SCORIS. 

 
 = correct response  
 = incorrect response 
bod = benefit of the doubt 
nbod = benefit of the doubt not given 
ECF = error carried forward 
^ =   information omitted 
I =   ignore 
R =   reject 
 
Highlighting is also available to highlight any particular points on the script. 
 

 
 

9 The Comments box 
The comments box will be used by your PE to explain their marking of the practice scripts 
for your information.  Please refer to these comments when checking your practice scripts. 
You should only type in the comments box yourself when you have an additional object of 
the type described in Appendix B of the Handbook for Assistant Examiners and Subject 
Markers.   
Please do not use the comments box for any other reason.   
Any questions or comments you have for your Team Leader should be communicated by 
phone, SCORIS messaging system or e-mail. 

 
10 Please send a brief report on the performance of the candidates to your Team Leader 

(Supervisor) by the end of the marking period. The Assistant Examiner’s Report Form 
(AERF) can be found on the Cambridge Assessment Support Portal. This should contain 
notes on particular strengths displayed, as well as common errors or weaknesses. 
Constructive criticisms of the question paper/mark scheme are also appreciated. 

 
 
 

The following questions should be annotated with ticks to show  
where marks have been awarded in the body of the text:  
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Question Expected Answer Mark Rationale/Additional Guidance 
1   A 

 
1  

2   A 
 

1  

3   ventilated; 
dry; 
water 
 

3 in this order 

4 a  where the baby develops 
 

1 REJECT  fertilisation. 

 b  A 
 

1  

5   C 
 

1 ACCEPT  F1 

6   B 
 

1 ACCEPT  high nutrient feed 

7 a  parasites 
 

1  

 b  any two from: 
sick animals grow less well; 
are worth less at point of sale; 
cost of drugs; 
vets bills; 
disease may spread to other animals; 
animals may suffer, 
illegal not to treat sick animals 
 

2 ACCEPT  any reasonable answer 

8   insemination is placing of sperm into the female; 
fertilization is the fusing of sperm and ovum (egg) 
 

2 ACCEPT  reference to artificial insemination 

9   animals housed outdoors; low mechanisation; 
animals spread out over a wide area 
 

2  
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Question Expected Answer Mark Rationale/Additional Guidance 
10 a  any one from 

wash hands; 
wear gloves 
 

1 ACCEPT  vaccinate animals against salmonella 

 b  bent knees straight back, use mechanical aid 
 

1 ACCEPT  use two people 

 c  wear steel toe capped boots 
 

1 ACCEPT  safety boots 

 d  supervise at all times, do not allow children to play on the 
farm 
OWTTE 
 

1 REJECT  put up signs; put machinery away 

11   any two from: 
because of the harsh weather on the hills; 
less shelter; 
poor food 
 

2 ACCEPT  need tough feet on rocky ground 

12 a  dipping 
 

1  

 b  sheep scab 
 

1  

13 a  £376 
 

1  

 b  £42 
 

1  

 c  £108 
 

1  

 d  £2 
 

1  
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Question Expected Answer Mark Rationale/Additional Guidance 
14   any four from 

used growing pigs; 
used the same sex; 
used more pigs; 
weighed more often; 
fed the same diet; 
used pigs of the same breed 
 

4 ACCEPT  same age, measuring any other growth 
parameter 

15 a  1 mark for named breed; 
1 mark for named characteristic, 
eg Friesian dairy breed / high yield / black and white 
 

2  

 b  1 mark for named breed; 
1 mark for named characteristic, 
eg Belgian Blue beef breed / double muscle / white blue 
marks 
 

2  

Total 36  
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