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INTRODUCTION

This marking scheme was used by WJEC for the 2016 examination. It was finalised after
detailed discussion at examiners' conferences by all the examiners involved in the
assessment. The conference was held shortly after the paper was taken so that reference
could be made to the full range of candidates' responses, with photocopied scripts forming
the basis of discussion. The aim of the conference was to ensure that the marking scheme
was interpreted and applied in the same way by all examiners.

It is hoped that this information will be of assistance to centres but it is recognised at the
same time that, without the benefit of participation in the examiners' conference, teachers
may have different views on certain matters of detail or interpretation.

WJEC regrets that it cannot enter into any discussion or correspondence about this marking
scheme.
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GCSE ENGLISH/ENGLISH LANGUAGE
UNIT 2: WRITING — FOUNDATION TIER (40 marks)

GRADE DESCRIPTORS
(QUESTIONS 0.1 AND 0.2)

The following descriptors have to be applied using the notion of best-fit and there is no
intention to create a hierarchy of writing styles or content. The candidates themselves set the
level of difficulty in terms of the choice of content, form and structure as well as in use of
language. Successful execution must be considered in relation to ambition of approach, and
examiners must be alert to individual interpretations and judge them on their writing merits.

We cannot be too rigid in our suggestions about the length of answers, but responses which
are very short, will be self-penalising. Be prepared for the unexpected approach.

N.B. This tier will lead to awards from Grades C-G; the scale allows for performances

which are above this on occasion.

For each of Question 0.1 and 0.2 you will be awarding two marks:
e content and organisation (13 marks)
e sentence structure, punctuation, spelling (7 marks)

These marks must be recorded separately in the appropriate mark box.
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| 0] 1] The head teacher or principal at your school or college is concerned about
behaviour and is determined to make improvements. They have asked you to
write down your views and suggest ways to improve behaviour at your school.

Write a report for your head teacher or principal. The title of your report should
be ‘How to Improve Behaviour’. [20]

Content and organisation (13 marks)

0 marks: not worthy of credit.

Band 1 1-6 marks

basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task

some awareness of the reader / intended audience

some relevant comment but analysis is basic

simple sequencing of ideas provides some coherence

paragraphs may be used to show obvious divisions or group ideas into some
order

limited attempt to adapt style to purpose / audience (e.g. degree of formality)
e thereis alimited range of vocabulary with little variation of word choice for
meaning or effect

Band 2 7-9 marks

o shows awareness of the purpose and format of the task

e shows awareness of the reader / intended audience

e asense of purpose shown in analysis / comment and some reasons are given
in support of opinions and recommendations

e sequencing of details and comments provides coherence

e paragraphs are logically ordered and sequenced (e.g. topic sentences are
supported by relevant detail)

e aclear attempt to adapt style to purpose / audience

o there is some range of vocabulary, occasionally selected to convey precise
meaning or to create effect

Band 3 10-13 marks

¢ shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of the task

e shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience

clear sense of purpose shown in analysis / comment; appropriate reasons given
in support of opinions / ideas

ideas are shaped into coherent arguments

paragraphs or sections are used consciously to structure the writing

style is adapted to purpose / audience

there is a range of vocabulary selected to convey precise meaning or to create
effect
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Sentence structure, punctuation and spelling (7 marks)
0 marks: not worthy of credit.
Band 1 1-3 marks

e sentences are mostly simple or compound

¢ compound sentences are linked or sequenced by conjunctions such as ‘and’ or
‘So’

e punctuation (full stops, commas, capital letters to demarcate sentences) is
attempted where appropriate and with some accuracy

e the spelling of simple words is usually accurate

e control of tense and agreement is uneven

Band 2 4-5 marks

e sentences are varied and both compound and complex sentences are used

o there is use of some subordination to achieve clarity and economy

o some control of arange of punctuation, including the punctuation of direct
speech

¢ the spelling of simple and polysyllabic words is usually accurate

e control of tense and agreement is generally secure

Band 3 6-7 marks

e arange of grammatical structures is used to vary the length and focus of
sentences

e simple, compound and complex sentences are used to achieve particular
effects

e arange of punctuation is used accurately to structure sentences and texts,
sometimes to create deliberate effects, including parenthetic commas

e most spelling, including that of irregular words, is usually correct
control of tense and agreement is secure

It is presumed that candidates attaining Band 2 and above will have achieved
the criteria listed in the previous band(s). Fine tuning of the mark within a band
will be made on the basis of a “best fit” procedure, weaknesses in some areas
being compensated by strengths in others.
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Additional task-specific guidance
Good answers may include some of the following features:

e asustained sense of register and purpose (this is informative and aimed at a
particular audience)

e aclear and coherent approach (for example, the reader should be in no doubt about
the intention/direction of the report)

¢ alogical structure within which any relevant information is presented effectively and
clearly (for example, the writing is organised methodically into paragraphs)

e an evident sense of cohesion with material linked effectively (use of
connectives/subordination and topic sentences which are supported by relevant
detail)

e arange of appropriate and well-selected details to illustrate and give substance to
suggestions, information and opinions (persuasive use of facts/figures/ideas)

o some development of ideas and opinions to give substance to the writing

e positioning and establishing a relationship with the reader

e ability to move from the general to the particular or vice-versa (specific examples
used within a coherent approach to the topic)

e clear understanding of format

Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following features:

e uncertain sense of purpose and register (for example, misjudging the information
included or the level of formality)

e less secure control of structure (uncertain or random sequencing and paragraphing
with an uneasy sense of task)

e contentis thin, brief and lacking substance

e atendency for details to be handled in isolation with limited sense of linking or
cohesion (uneasy with connectives/subordination)

¢ details are thin or generalised with little sense of development (for example, a single
sentence for each topic )

¢ limited development of ideas/opinions and a tendency to simple assertion (for
example, | would like to change the behaviour because it's bad)

¢ limited awareness of the reader

¢ atendency for comments to stay at the level of the ‘general’ and to lack personal
details

¢ limited understanding of the features of a formal report that attempts to inform

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.



Every year, many schools and colleges get involved in different activities to
support local charities. Cake sales, raffles, fun runs and competitions are some
of the ways that people raise money.

You would like to raise money for a local charity by organising a summer fun
day. Prepare a talk for your class, persuading them to get involved in
organising the fun day.

Give details about:
e the charity you wish to support and why
* possible activities that will raise money
* what your classmates can do

Write what you would say. [20]
Content and organisation (13 marks)

0 marks: not worthy of credit.

Band 1 1-6 marks

basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task

some awareness of the reader / intended audience

some relevant comment but analysis is basic

simple sequencing of ideas provides some coherence

paragraphs may be used to show obvious divisions or group ideas into some
order

limited attempt to adapt style to purpose / audience (e.g. degree of formality)
o thereis alimited range of vocabulary with little variation of word choice for
meaning or effect

Band 2 7-9 marks

shows awareness of the purpose and format of the task

e shows awareness of the reader / intended audience

e asense of purpose shown in analysis / comment and some reasons are given
in support of opinions and recommendations

e sequencing of details and comments provides coherence

e paragraphs are logically ordered and sequenced (e.g. topic sentences are
supported by relevant detail)
a clear attempt to adapt style to purpose / audience

e thereis some range of vocabulary, occasionally selected to convey precise
meaning or to create effect

Band 3 10-13 marks

o shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of the task

e shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience

clear sense of purpose shown in analysis / comment; appropriate reasons
given in support of opinions / ideas

ideas are shaped into coherent arguments

paragraphs or sections are used consciously to structure the writing

style is adapted to purpose / audience

there is a range of vocabulary selected to convey precise meaning or to create
effect
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Sentence structure, punctuation and spelling (7 marks)
0 marks: not worthy of credit.
Band 1 1-3 marks

e sentences are mostly simple or compound

e compound sentences are linked or sequenced by conjunctions such as ‘and’
or ‘so’

e punctuation (full stops, commas, capital letters to demarcate sentences) is
attempted where appropriate and with some accuracy

o the spelling of simple words is usually accurate

e control of tense and agreement is uneven

Band 2 4-5 marks

e sentences are varied and both compound and complex sentences are used

o thereis use of some subordination to achieve clarity and economy

e some control of arange of punctuation, including the punctuation of direct
speech

e the spelling of simple and polysyllabic words is usually accurate

e control of tense and agreement is generally secure

Band 3 6-7 marks

e arange of grammatical structures is used to vary the length and focus of
sentences

e simple, compound and complex sentences are used to achieve particular
effects

e arange of punctuation is used accurately to structure sentences and texts,
sometimes to create deliberate effects, including parenthetic commas

e most spelling, including that of irregular words, is usually correct

e control of tense and agreement is secure

It is presumed that candidates attaining Band 2 and above will have achieved
the criteria listed in the previous band(s). Fine tuning of the mark within a band
will be made on the basis of a “best fit” procedure, weaknesses in some areas
being compensated by strengths in others.
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Additional task-specific guidance
Good answers may include some of the following features:

e aclear sense of register and purpose (this is informative/persuasive and aimed at
classmates)

e aclear and coherent approach (for example, the reader should be in no doubt about
the intention/direction of the speech)

¢ alogical structure within which any information is presented effectively and clearly
(for example, the speech is organised methodically)

e asense of cohesion with material linked effectively (use of connectives/
subordination and topic sentences which are supported by relevant detail)

e arange of appropriate and well-selected details to illustrate and give substance to
ideas and information (skilful use of facts/figures/ideas/school experiences)

e some development of ideas and opinions to give substance to the writing

e positioning and establishing a relationship with the reader via devices such as
references to shared experience, use of active or passive voice

e clear sense of audience

e ability to move from the general to the particular or vice-versa (specific examples
used within a coherent approach to the topic)

e clear understanding of devices which may be used in a speech/talk

Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following features:

e uncertain sense of purpose and register (for example, misjudging the information
included or the audience)

e uncertain control of structure (uncertain or random sequencing with an uneasy sense
of task)

e content is thin, brief and lacking substance

e atendency for details to be handled in isolation with limited sense of linking or
cohesion (uneasy use of connectives/subordination)

e details are thin or generalised with little sense of development (for example, a single
sentence for each topic)

¢ limited development of ideas/opinions and a tendency to simple assertion (for
example, everyone should give money to charity)

¢ limited awareness of the reader

e atendency for comments to stay at the level of the ‘general’ and to lack specific
examples

¢ limited understanding of the features/layout of a speech/talk

e expression lacks fluency and clarity (a tendency to be awkward and limited)

e errors are basic and/or numerous
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