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Mr Hai came to England as a refugee from Pakistan in the 1960s and his wife, whom he had just married, 
joined him shortly afterwards. In this passage their daughter, Yasmin Hai, recounts what her mother
told her about her first experiences of travelling with her husband on a London double decker bus. 


They boarded the number 29 bus to Oxford Street1 and climbed to the top. She was dressed in her best 
sari, with carefully applied make-up and her best perfume. My father, Mr Hai, suggested they take the 
front seats, so that my mother could watch – or study – London as it went by.
   My mother was mesmerised. England was so different from back home. She noted to my father how 
clean and ordered the streets were.  ‘Civic sense,’ my father proudly said. My mother noticed that many 
English people liked walking around with dogs on chains. ‘The English say, A man’s best friend is his 
dog!’ he explained to her. Back home, dogs were seen as scavengers.
   But what fascinated my mother most during her journey were the women of England;  they triggered 
a million questions in my mother’s head. How did they feel, walking around with their heads uncovered 
– didn’t they feel exposed? And what about those women who wore mini-skirts, weren’t they scared 
about what could happen to them? Or were they just shameless, as Mrs Sidiqui had said the other day? 
And where were their husbands? Didn’t they mind their wives walking around alone? Did they visit their 
parents often or had they forgotten all about them? With these questions running through my mother’s 
mind, the bus soon arrived at Oxford Street.
   My parents spent the day wandering around the department stores. My mother had never seen such 
grand shops in her entire life: the lofty ceilings, the moving staircases, the lift attendants, the revolving 
doors, the mannequins and so on. As they browsed around, my father translated terms into English that 
might come in handy if she ever went out shopping in the future, such as ‘loose change’, ‘receipt’, or 
‘How much please?’ My father bought my mother a small present. As he handed it over, he cited the 
English word.
   ‘Gloves,’ he said.
   ‘Gloves,’ my mother obediently repeated back.
   They ended their trip by having fish and chips with mushy peas at Woolworths.
   ‘It was so cheap,’ my mother says.
   At the end of the week, my father took my mother back to Oxford Street. They were standing outside 
Woolworths again, having just finished their meal, when my father handed my mother a set of door keys. 
A feeling of dread descended on my mother. She sensed that something ‘unexpected’ was about to come 
her way.
   ‘Today, I want you to find your own way home,’ my father explained.
   My mother, who had never been anywhere on her own, let alone in a strange country whose language 
she didn’t speak – and without a scarf – was petrified. It was only a short bus trip, but for her it was the 
equivalent of going to the moon. She would have protested, but she was on strict self-orders to behave 
– as a good wife should.
   ‘You have to learn,’ my father said. My mother reluctantly took the keys. She was on her own. My 
father allowed her one concession. He took her to the bus stop.
   My mother climbed on to the bus, clutching tightly to the shilling fare my father had given her. But 
much to her shame, as the bus began to move she burst out crying. And, much to her embarrassment, she 
sobbed all the way home. The bus conductor, not knowing what to do, decided not to trouble her for the 
fare. Unknown to my mother, my father was following her in the next bus.
   ‘He says he saw me crying. But he couldn’t change buses. It was far too late.’
   But my mother soon recovered from her bus-trip ordeal. In fact, after that she started making her own 
small trips to the shops.
   ‘Mum, why do you think Dad was so desperate to make you independent like Englishwomen?’ I ask.
   My mother smiles, sadly. ‘He knew he would die early. He was much older than me,’ she replies. ‘He 
was preparing me for life in England.’


1Oxford Street – the busiest shopping street in London


(Source: Yasmin Hai, The Making of Mr Hai’s Daughter, Virago 2008)
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*N36609A0216*

SECTION A: UNPREPARED NON-FICTION

You must answer the question in this section.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

1. Read the extract from The Making of Mr Hai’s Daughter by Yasmin Hai.

 How does the writer try to present her mother’s first experiences of London in an 
interesting and entertaining way? 

 You should write about:

 • the ways in which her first shopping trip to Oxford Street shows her to be a stranger 
to England

 • how her husband behaves
 • her thoughts and feelings before, during and after taking the bus home alone
 • the use of language.

 Support your answer with examples from the text.

(Total for Section A: 25 marks for Reading)
 
Write your answer to Section A here:
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(Section A continued)  ________________________________________________________
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SECTION B: WRITING TO ARGUE, PERSUADE, ADVISE

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

2. A group of students from another country is coming to spend two weeks at your school or 
college.

 Write the text for a handout which gives them advice about school or college routines, the 
weather, food and drink, the transport system, customs and attitudes, or any other aspects 
you think are relevant. 

OR

3. “Even sports stars and celebrities are entitled to some privacy in their lives, no matter how 
they behave.”

 Argue either for or against this point of view.

(Total for Section B: 25 marks for Writing)

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (    ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (    ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross (    ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2 Question 3

Write your answer to Section B here:
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SECTION C: WRITING TO ANALYSE, REVIEW, COMMENT

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

4. A website is inviting visitors to write a review of a product which they know about, such 
as a mobile phone or music system.

 Write a detailed review of a product, considering its good and bad features and giving your 
judgement on whether or not it is worth buying.

OR

5. Imagine that you have to leave home in a hurry, and are able to take only a few special 
and easily carried things with you.

 Write about what you would take and analyse fully the reasons for your choices.  

(Total for Section C: 25 marks for Writing)

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (    ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (    ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross (    ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 4 Question 5

Write your answer to Section C here:
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