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Wilderness trekking — that is, walking through rough and dangerous country — is becoming increasingly

popular. In this passage, Gareth McCormack, a photographer who has travelled through many of the
wildest, most beautiful parts of the world, describes his experience of walking alone through grizzly
bear country in Glacier National Park in North America.

Sometimes wilderness trekking isn’t just about admiring the view. When the wild life can kill you
it adds a whole new dimension to the experience.

The sun is high in crystalline! sky and the day warming nicely even at this altitude. Fragrant
meadows have colonised the open spaces and every so often I cross a spring and cool off before
resuming the long ascent, reaching the camp site in the early afternoon. I use the final hours of
daylight to explore Boulder Pass. Great slabs of carved rock cradle networks of dark pools, while
green mosses and wildflowers complete the alpine garden.

I return to camp as the chill draws on and the stars begin to advance across the peaks. ’'m woken
suddenly in the night — the moon has gone and I can’t see anything except stars and faint silhouettes of
pines above me. Something large disturbs the branches close by and I freeze. The noise isn’t repeated
but it’s an age before my body relaxes enough to allow me to drift back to sleep.

The final day of the trek dawns bright and clear and the previous night’s disturbance seems like a
bad dream. I have breakfast in the warm sun and pack up. I climb gently onto clearer slopes around
Boulder Pass, then take out my camera to frame a photo of wildflowers.

I hear the bear before I see it — a huffing noise like a muffled bark. I look up to see a silver-grey
grizzly? charging fast along the trail towards me, head lowered, eyes fixed on me, muscles and fur
rippling as it tears across a bank of snow less than 60m away. Its jaws are mashing together in a
typical ursine® display of agitation.

I try to look away and avoid eye contact, but otherwise I’m struggling for options. I’'m wearing a
heavy pack and anyway grizzlies can run at least twice as fast as humans. There are no trees to climb,
I have no pepper spray and in the absence of the usual explanatory factors for a bear charge, it appears
I’1l have to take what’s coming.

But the bear stops short about 25m away, sits up on its hind legs and thrusts its nose into the air.
For a moment we both stand there locked into the confrontation like two gunslingers®*, waiting for the
next move. Then I see the cubs.

Perched on a rock ledge just above the trail, two tiny dark cubs watch their mother, now placed
between them and the threat. I must have walked right past them. My mind scrambles for the right
thing to do. I crouch, bow my head and try to appear submissive, watching out of the corner of my
eye, waiting for the bear to make up its mind. A few tense moments pass before she drops to the
ground and starts moving again. For a second I think she’s going to attack, but instead she turns and
heads for the cubs, rounds them up, and with a final backward glance at me, shepherds them off in
the opposite direction.

My legs are shaking uncontrollably as I turn and walk as fast as I dare towards Boulder Pass,
shouting expletives as I go. As mortal danger subsides to fear I begin making loud noises every 30
seconds — the recommended way to warn bears of your approach. Normally you feel silly, so you
don’t really do it. I don’t feel silly any more.

My senses are honed to a sharpness I’ve rarely experienced. Terrified and exhausted, I realise
I’ve just had one of my life’s most memorable experiences. And I still have a day of solitary walking
through prime bear habitat ahead of me.

(Source: McCormack, Gareth, ‘Solitary Walking Through Prime Bear Habitat’,
reproduced with permission from the The Lonely Planet Guide to the Middle of Nowhere,
© 2006 Lonely Planet Publications Pty Ltd.)

Ierystalline: perfectly clear

2grizzly: large, North American brown bear with a shaggy coat
Sursine: relating to bears

4gunslingers: men with guns
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SECTION A: UNPREPARED NON-FICTION

You must answer the question in this section.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

1. Read the extract from Solitary Walking Through Prime Bear Habitat by Gareth
McCormack.

How does the writer try to convey to the reader the many and varied features of his
experience of trekking through Glacier National Park?

You should write about:

*  his reactions to the environment

® his encounter with the bear and her cubs
* the effects of these experiences on him

® the use of language.

Support your answer with examples from the text.

(Total for Section A: 25 marks for Reading)
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Write your answer to Section A here:
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(Section A continued)
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(Section A continued)
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SECTION B: WRITING TO ARGUE, PERSUADE, ADVISE

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

2. Your class is to debate the topic “Wild animals should never be kept in zoos”.

Write the text for a speech to be given in this debate arguing either for or against this
opinion.

OR

3. A producer is advertising for an individual to trek through bear country for a television
programme. The person chosen will be given a video camera, training beforehand and
electronic access to advice during the trek.

Write a persuasive letter to the producer, giving the reasons why you would be the right
person for the programme.
(Total for Section B: 25 marks for Writing)

Leave )
blank

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (X).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ©& and then indicate
your new question with a cross (X).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2 [] Question 3 []

Write your answer to Section B here:
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(Section B continued)
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SECTION C: WRITING TO ANALYSE, REVIEW, COMMENT

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

4. More and more people are drawn to visit places which are wild, uninhabited and
isolated.

Analyse the reasons for this, and comment on whether you would include yourself
amongst these people.

OR

5. Teenagers sometimes see themselves as members of a ‘tribe’, that is a group with a shared
outlook and the same taste in fashion and music.

Review the advantages and disadvantages of belonging to such a tribe.

(Total for Section C: 25 marks for Writing)

Leave )
blank

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (X).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box §& and then indicate
your new question with a cross (X).

Chosen Question Number: Question 4 [] Question 5 []

Write your answer to Section C here:
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