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Michele Hanson writes about allotments, which are plots of land in towns and cities, rented by the
residents from the council to grow vegetables, fruit and flowers. The allotments she refers to are part
of the site designated for the 2012 London Olympics.

My friend Clayden has recently acquired an allotment. Lucky him. It is paradise out there: birds singing,
greenery, space, peace. The benefits are vast — organic strawberries, enhanced social life, new chums,
contact with nature — so Clayden has thrown himself into life as a plotholder and reads allotment
magazines, where he came across this bad news.

On a sort of island bounded by the River Lea and the Grand Union canal in Hackney Wick, east
London, are the Manor Park allotments, a little piece of heaven. Wild plum trees line the river bank,
figs, grapes, chillies and 'calaloo grow, along with your normal English seasonal vegetables and fruit,
and a field of 2delphiniums. Crested newts have been spotted in the ponds. People of all ages, ethnic
groups and social classes come here to garden, cook, eat, swap plants, share food, barbecue and party.
Eighty plots feed 150 families all through the summer. All organic, no *food miles, no packaging. They
have a farmers’ market, plant sale and schoolchildren from the stinking inner city come here to learn
where food comes from. It’s a small but shining example of what life could be like. How perfect can
you get?

But bad luck, it’s in the middle of the Olympic site, so it’s going to be bulldozed and turned into
a “concourse between stadiums for 2012. A hundred years of allotments for four weeks of pathway.
Imagine the scene last week — the tranquillity of the snow-clad allotments, surrounded by monster
diggers and cranes waiting to gobble it up.

“We have to hand over a vacated site by July,” says the London Development Agency spokesman
strictly. This sounds rather brutish to me. “But it’s 100 years old,” I say, thinking of fruit, flowers,
butterflies, rivers and community cohesion. Spokesman is not pleased.

“If you’re going to argue....” says he, snappily. He knows nothing about the history. He doesn’t
know that Major Arthur Villiers, a philanthropic landowner, set up a boys’ club and the allotments in
1900 for the local poor, that it has survived two world wars, that it was taken over by the Lea Valley Park,
who are slaves to the London Development Agency, and that Major Villiers is probably now swirling in
his grave. Spokesman knows only that the allotments have to go, because the ground is going to shift by
six metres. Up or down? He doesn’t know. But there is a ®Legacy Plan. The allotments can come back
after the Olympics. Just like that. No, the allotments can’t be designed around or incorporated. Why not?
Can’t they stay and show how green England aspires to be, then be part of the regeneration/parkland
afterwards? No. Because there’s another reason for razing it to the ground: security, according to our
mayor. You can’t have an allotment on a secure building site, because any gardener/terrorist could plant
a bomb in it and blast the Olympics to hell.

What a raving mad idea. What about the hordes of construction workers swarming about the site for
the next five years? They could be studding it with bombs. We won’t know them from Adam, whereas
the plotholders all know each other and they absolutely don’t want to bomb the Olympics. They want
to enhance security, just by being there — a known group of trustworthy people on the site every day.
Their plan is to turn their plot into an outdoor restaurant to enhance the Olympics. They have chefs Sam
and Sam Clark, who run Moro restaurant in east London, and other talented cooks in their gang, and
they have fresh local produce. They can do it. They have a petition going: www.lifeisland.org. They’ll
do anything to stay there. What is five years in the middle of the biggest construction site in Europe? A
breeze compared to plotholding through the Second World War.
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Glossary:

' calaloo Caribbean leaf vegetable

delphiniums garden plants with spikes of blue flowers

food miles the measure of the distance a food travels from field to plate
concourse an open space

philanthropic doing kind acts for the benefit of other people

Legacy Plan a plan for what will be done with the site after the Games, what will be handed down
for the future

2
3
4

W

(Source: Michele Hanson, Why are they destroying our 100-year-old allotments to make way for the ‘Green Olympics’?,
The Guardian, Tuesday 13 February 2007)
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SECTION A: UNPREPARED NON-FICTION

You must answer the question in this section.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

Read the article Why are they destroying our 100-year-old allotments to make way for the
‘Green Olympics’?. How does the writer try to persuade readers to support the Hackney
plotholders in their bid to save their allotments?

You should write about:

* the advantages of the allotments

® the history of the allotments

* the contrast between the plans of the London Development Agency and those of the
plotholders

* the use of language.

Support your answer with examples from the text.

(Total for Section A: 25 marks for Reading)
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Write your answer to Section A here:
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SECTION B: WRITING TO ARGUE, PERSUADE, ADVISE

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

2. “The bill for the London Olympics is rising. There are many better ways to spend the
money.”

“The London Olympics will have a lasting impact on Britain in many ways. They are
worth it!”

With which of these views do you agree? Argue either for or against one of them.
OR

3. Write an article for an online student newspaper under the headline “Going Green?”,
giving your ideas and advice on individual responsibility for the environment.

(Total for Section B: 25 marks for Writing)

Leave )
blank

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ([X).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ($¢) and then indicate your new
question with a cross (X).

Chosen Question Number:  Question 2 [] Question 3 []

Write your answer to Section B here:
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SECTION C: WRITING TO ANALYSE, REVIEW, COMMENT

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

4. ‘British teenagers are unhappy, unhealthy and badly educated.’

Comment on whether you agree or disagree with this viewpoint.
OR
5. The government is trying to encourage teachers to take students on more school trips.
Using your own experience as a basis, write a letter to your Head Teacher or Principal,

reviewing the advantages and disadvantages of school trips as a means of improving
education.

(Total for Section C: 25 marks for Writing)

Leave )
blank

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (X).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ($4) and then indicate your new
question with a cross (X).

Chosen Question Number: Question 4 [] Question 5[]

Write your answer to Section C here:
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(Section C continued)
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