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Josie Dew writes about a strange and eventful train journey.


There I was, sitting on the 10.05 train to London, reading a book, when my nose twitched. Smoke. 
I smelled smoke. Funny, I thought, had I sat in the smoking carriage by mistake? I looked around. No, 
there were clearly ‘NO SMOKING’ stickers plastered across the windows.


The carriage was full. I peered at the faces of those seated around me to see whether their noses 
were detecting similar smoke signals. None twitched. They were either asleep or stuck behind a mask 
of newspapers.


Thinking that perhaps I had imagined it, I tried to lose myself in my book. Again my nose twitched. 
There was definitely a strong whiff of smoke. Had the train passed a bon fire? I stood up. I slid open the 
window and gingerly stuck my head out of the window, peering ahead along the train.


Black smoke was billowing from under the guard’s van two car riages up. I pulled my head back in 
and calmly turned to face my fellow travellers.


‘Don’t panic,’ I said, ‘but I think the train’s on fire.’
No one did anything. Some continued sleeping. Some continued reading.  One or two glanced at me 


with a sheepish expression of mild interest that said: ‘Oh no! Not a loony on board!’ before deciding I 
was best ignored and bury ing themselves back behind their newspapers. Hmm. No one wanted to know. 
They seemed far more interested in finishing a dream, or pondering over The Times crossword, than 
thinking about finding fire extinguishers.


I stuck my ¹noddle back out of the window, first checking the way was clear for passing trains 
(too bad if the emergency services had to put out a fire and pick up a head). With hair flying and eyes 
streaming in the wind, I saw that, no, my imagination was not running wild. Leaping flames and black 
smoke were now engulfing the undercarriage of the guard’s van.


I wrenched my head back inside. I had to take action – and quick!
‘Excuse me, everybody,’ I said, swallowing the panic rising up my throat. ‘Please don’t worry but 


there is definitely a fire on this train. I’m going to raise the alarm.’
I then did something that I had wanted to do all my life. I reached up to the red-chain communication 


cord, took a firm grip, and pulled long and hard. It felt good. With a jolt, the train ground to a halt. All 
because of me.


For a stunned few seconds no one said anything. They just stared at me.  Then the carriage started to 
fill with a murmur of voices. Most passengers remained seated, not quite sure what to do next.  There 
were no announcements.


Then the lights went out. Eventually, the guard appeared, walking down the train, still holding a copy 
of his well-thumbed Sun. Although he had been sitting almost directly above the source of the fire, he 
had been totally unaware of its existence.


The driver and a group of men work ing on the tracks were now trying to put out the fire. Back in my 
carriage, the businessman was on his mobile, saying, ‘George. . . can you hear me? Look I’m going to 
be late for the meeting. I’m on the train. Apparently there’s a fire. . . what? . . . Yes. Damn nuisance. . .’
 A middle-aged woman turned to me and said with a sigh, ‘Whatever next?’


Then the harassed guard burst into the carriage and instructed everyone to move immediately to the 
front of the train. ²Like lemmings, they all started to shuffle forwards.  The idea of moving over the fire 
to be crammed in a squashed space with all the other passengers did not appeal to me.


Eventually the fire was extinguished.  After an hour or so, a diesel came to push us, and the drama 
was over.


¹noddle slang word for head
²Like lemmings this means following other people without thinking. Lemmings are small mouse-like 
 animals, famous for moving together in large numbers. 


(Source: adapted from Josie Dew, Slow Coast Home, Time Warner Books, 2003) 
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*M25632A0216*

SECTION A: UNPREPARED NON-FICTION

You must answer the question in this section.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

1. Read the extract from Slow Coast Home by Josie Dew. How does the writer make the 
description of her experience of the fire on the train interesting and vivid for the reader?

 You should write about:
 • the presentation of the passengers, including what they say and do
 • her own thoughts and feelings
 • the guard and what he does
 • the use of language. 

 Support your answer with examples from the text.

Write your answer to Section A here:

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

(Total for Section A: 25 marks for Reading)
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(Section A continued) _________________________________________________________
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SECTION B: WRITING TO ARGUE, PERSUADE, ADVISE

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

2. Write a letter of advice to a friend, who is starting work experience or a part time job, to 
help him or her get the most out of it.

 You can write about any points you think are important, but you could include tips about 
what to wear, how to behave, relations with your boss and fellow workers, dealing with 
the public, balancing work with other aspects of your life, and your rights as a worker.

OR

3. Some people think that it would help teenagers if they had to do some kind of compulsory 
service for a year, either in the army or helping the community.

 Argue the case either for or against this idea.

 You could include points about how this idea would affect teenagers in terms of:
 • discipline and behaviour 
 • education and career
 • becoming responsible citizens
 • giving them time to think about what they want to do in the future.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (    ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (    ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross (    ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2          Question 3

Write your answer to Section B here:
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(Total for Section B: 25 marks for Writing)
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SECTION C: WRITING TO ANALYSE, REVIEW, COMMENT

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

4. A travel section of a newspaper is asking teenagers to contribute an article with the title 
“A Journey to Remember”.

 Write an article about a memorable journey, analysing the reasons why you remember it 
so clearly.

 You can write about any kind of journey.

OR

5. Some people like to live in a town or a city, whereas others like to live in the country.

 Which would you prefer to live in, and why?

 You could comment on:
 • the environment, including the world of nature
 • availability of schools, hospitals and other services
 • transport
 • entertainment and social life
 • any other aspects which you think are relevant.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (    ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box (    ) and then indicate your new 

question with a cross (    ).

Chosen Question Number: Question 4          Question 5

Write your answer to Section C here:
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(Total for Section C: 25 marks for Writing)
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