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f t
he

 p
la

y 
w

ith
in

 th
e 

dr
am

at
ic

ge
nr

e

• 
Sh

ak
es

pe
ar

e’
s e

xp
lo

ita
tio

n 
of

 la
ng

ua
ge

 –
 d

ra
m

at
ic

, p
oe

tic
,

pr
os

od
ic

 e
tc

 fo
r t

he
at

ric
al

 e
ffe

ct

St
ud

en
ts

 sh
ow

 a
na

ly
tic

al
 a

nd
 in

te
rp

re
ta

tiv
e 

sk
ill

 w
he

n
ev

al
ua

tin
g:

• 
th

e 
di

st
in

ct
iv

e 
m

ed
ia

 a
nd

 so
ci

al
 c

on
te

xt
 o

f t
he

 m
at

er
ia

l

• 
th

e 
de

fin
in

g 
ac

hi
ev

em
en

ts
 w

ith
in

 th
e 

m
ed

iu
m

 o
r g

en
re

• 
ho

w
 p

re
se

nt
at

io
na

l d
ev

ic
es

 , 
vi

su
al

 im
ag

es
 a

nd
 la

ng
ua

ge
 a

re
us

ed
 fo

r s
pe

ci
fic

 a
nd

 c
om

pl
ex

 e
m

ot
iv

e,
 p

er
su

as
iv

e 
or

pe
rc

ep
tu

al
 e

ffe
ct

s

G
ra

de
 A

*
36

 –
 4

0
St

ud
en

ts
 m

ak
e 

co
ge

nt
 a

nd
 c

rit
ic

al
 re

sp
on

se
s t

o
te

xt
s i

n 
w

hi
ch

 th
ey

 e
xp

lo
re

 a
nd

 e
va

lu
at

e
al

te
rn

at
iv

e 
an

d 
or

ig
in

al
 in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
ns

. T
he

y
sh

ow
 fl

ai
r a

nd
 p

re
ci

si
on

 in
 d

ev
el

op
in

g 
id

ea
s

w
ith

 re
fe

re
nc

e 
to

 st
ru

ct
ur

e 
an

d 
pr

es
en

ta
tio

n.
St

ud
en

ts
 m

ak
e 

su
bt

le
 a

nd
 d

is
cr

im
in

at
in

g
co

m
pa

ris
on

s w
ith

in
 a

nd
 b

et
w

ee
n 

te
xt

s.

St
ud

en
ts

 sh
ow

 o
rig

in
al

ity
 o

f a
na

ly
si

s a
nd

 in
te

rp
re

ta
tio

n 
w

he
n

ev
al

ua
tin

g:

• 
th

e 
pl

ay
 in

 te
rm

s o
f i

ts
 so

ci
al

, m
or

al
, o

r p
hi

lo
so

ph
ic

al
 c

on
te

xt
an

d 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nc

e

• 
th

e 
de

fin
in

g 
ac

hi
ev

em
en

t o
f t

he
 p

la
y 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
dr

am
at

ic
 fo

rm

• 
Sh

ak
es

pe
ar

e's
 e

xp
lo

ita
tio

n 
of

 la
ng

ua
ge

 –
 d

ra
m

at
ic

, p
oe

tic
,

pr
os

od
ic

 e
tc

 fo
r t

he
at

ric
al

 e
ffe

ct
.

St
ud

en
ts

 sh
ow

 o
rig

in
al

ity
 o

f a
na

ly
si

s a
nd

 in
te

rp
re

ta
tio

n 
w

he
n

ev
al

ua
tin

g:

• 
th

e 
di

st
in

ct
iv

e 
m

ed
ia

 a
nd

 so
ci

al
 c

on
te

xt
 a

nd
 si

gn
ifi

ca
nc

e 
of

th
e 

m
at

er
ia

l

• 
th

e 
de

fin
in

g 
ac

hi
ev

em
en

ts
 w

ith
in

 th
e 

m
ed

iu
m

 o
r g

en
re

• 
pa

tte
rn

s a
nd

 d
et

ai
ls

 o
f l

an
gu

ag
e,

 p
re

se
nt

at
io

na
l d

ev
ic

es
 a

nd
vi

su
al

 im
ag

es
 c

om
pa

re
d 

w
ith

 o
th

er
 m

ed
ia
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Er
ra

tu
m

 –
 r

ep
la

ce
m

en
t 

pa
ge

s 
18

-2
1,

 G
CS

E 
En

gl
is

h 
Li

te
ra

tu
re

 (
12

13
) 

sp
ec

if
ic

at
io

n 
Is

su
e 

1 
– 

M
ar

ch
 2

00
2 

– 
U

G
01

14
36

 

Cr
it

er
ia

 fo
r t

he
 a

ss
es

sm
en

t o
f c

ou
rs

ew
or

k 

Th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
cr

ite
ria

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
us

ed
 to

 a
ss

es
s c

an
di

da
te

s f
or

 c
ou

rs
ew

or
k.

 
Ex

am
in

in
g 

te
ac

he
rs

 sh
ou

ld
 m

ak
e 

a 
br

oa
d 

ju
dg

em
en

t u
si

ng
 th

e 
ge

ne
ra

l c
rit

er
ia

. T
hi

s i
ni

tia
l j

ud
ge

m
en

t s
ho

ul
d 

th
en

 b
e 

fu
rth

er
 re

fin
ed

 u
si

ng
 th

e 
re

le
va

nt
 sp

ec
ifi

c 
cr

ite
ria

 w
he

re
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
. 

G
ra

de
 

G
en

er
al

 
Th

e 
Pr

e-
19

14
 D

ra
m

a 
un

it 
T

he
 P

re
-1

91
4 

Pr
os

e 
un

it 
T

he
 P

re
-1

91
4 

Po
et

ry
 u

ni
t 

U
 

0 
– 

2 
C

an
di

da
te

s m
ak

e 
so

m
e 

at
te

m
pt

 to
 re

sp
on

d 
to

 te
xt

s 

G
 

 3 
– 

5 

C
an

di
da

te
s r

es
po

nd
 to

 te
xt

s. 
Th

ey
 

m
ak

e 
so

m
e 

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 b

et
w

ee
n 

te
xt

s w
he

re
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 a

nd
 sh

ow
 

so
m

e 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 in

flu
en

ce
s 

on
 te

xt
s a

nd
 re

ad
er

s. 
Th

ey
 

so
m

et
im

es
 re

fe
r t

o 
as

pe
ct

s o
f t

ex
ts

 
w

he
n 

st
at

in
g 

th
ei

r v
ie

w
s. 

Th
ey

 
co

nv
ey

 st
ra

ig
ht

fo
rw

ar
d 

re
sp

on
se

s. 

C
an

di
da

te
s’

 w
or

k 
ex

hi
bi

ts
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g:

 
• 

m
ak

es
 si

m
pl

e 
po

in
ts

 a
bo

ut
 li

te
ra

ry
 

tra
di

tio
n 

in
 d

ra
m

a 
te

xt
s 

• 
m

ak
es

 si
m

pl
e 

po
in

ts
 a

bo
ut

 so
ci

al
, 

hi
st

or
ic

al
 a

nd
 c

ul
tu

ra
l c

on
te

xt
s o

f 
te

xt
s 

• 
sh

ow
s s

om
e 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 th
e 

m
ed

iu
m

 o
f d

ra
m

a 
• 

re
fe

rs
 to

 re
le

va
nt

 d
et

ai
ls

 o
f c

ha
ra

ct
er

 
an

d 
th

em
e.

 

C
an

di
da

te
s’

 w
or

k 
ex

hi
bi

ts
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g:

 
• 

m
ak

es
 si

m
pl

e 
po

in
ts

 a
bo

ut
 li

te
ra

ry
 

tra
di

tio
n 

in
 p

ro
se

 te
xt

s 
• 

m
ak

es
 si

m
pl

e 
po

in
ts

 a
bo

ut
 so

ci
al

, 
hi

st
or

ic
al

 a
nd

 c
ul

tu
ra

l c
on

te
xt

s o
f 

te
xt

s 
• 

m
ak

es
 si

m
pl

e 
po

in
ts

 a
bo

ut
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

 
an

d 
pl

ot
. 

C
an

di
da

te
s’

 w
or

k 
ex

hi
bi

ts
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g:

 

• 
m

ak
es

 si
m

pl
e 

po
in

ts
 a

bo
ut

 li
te

ra
ry

 
tra

di
tio

n 
in

 p
oe

try
 te

xt
s 

• 
m

ak
es

 si
m

pl
e 

po
in

ts
 a

bo
ut

 so
ci

al
, 

hi
st

or
ic

al
 a

nd
 c

ul
tu

ra
l c

on
te

xt
s o

f 
te

xt
s 

• 
m

ak
es

 si
m

pl
e 

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 b

et
w

ee
n 

po
em

s 
• 

m
ak

es
 si

m
pl

e 
po

in
ts

 a
bo

ut
 la

ng
ua

ge
 

an
d 

st
ru

ct
ur

e.
 

F  6 
– 

10
 

In
 g

iv
in

g 
pe

rs
on

al
 re

sp
on

se
s t

o 
te

xt
s c

an
di

da
te

s s
ho

w
 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 k
ey

 fe
at

ur
es

 o
f 

th
em

es
, c

ha
ra

ct
er

s a
nd

 la
ng

ua
ge

. 
Th

ey
 m

ak
e 

st
ra

ig
ht

fo
rw

ar
d 

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 b

et
w

ee
n 

te
xt

s w
he

re
 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
, a

nd
 sh

ow
 so

m
e 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 in
flu

en
ce

s o
n 

te
xt

s a
nd

 re
ad

er
s. 

Th
ey

 re
fe

r t
o 

as
pe

ct
s o

f t
ex

ts
 w

he
n 

ex
pl

or
in

g 
th

ei
r v

ie
w

s. 
Th

ey
 c

on
ve

y 
th

ei
r 

re
sp

on
se

s i
n 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 w

ay
s. 

C
an

di
da

te
s’

 w
or

k 
ex

hi
bi

ts
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g:

 

• 
sh

ow
s s

om
e 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 
re

le
va

nt
 li

te
ra

ry
 tr

ad
iti

on
s i

n 
dr

am
a 

te
xt

s 
• 

sh
ow

s s
om

e 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 so

ci
al

, 
hi

st
or

ic
al

 a
nd

 c
ul

tu
ra

l c
on

te
xt

s o
f 

te
xt

s 
• 

sh
ow

s s
om

e 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 

ch
ar

ac
te

r, 
th

em
e,

 la
ng

ua
ge

 a
nd

 
dr

am
at

ic
 im

pa
ct

. 

C
an

di
da

te
s’

 w
or

k 
ex

hi
bi

ts
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g:

 

• 
sh

ow
s s

om
e 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 
re

le
va

nt
 li

te
ra

ry
 tr

ad
iti

on
s i

n 
pr

os
e 

te
xt

s 
• 

sh
ow

s s
om

e 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 so

ci
al

, 
hi

st
or

ic
al

 a
nd

 c
ul

tu
ra

l c
on

te
xt

s o
f 

te
xt

s 
• 

sh
ow

s s
om

e 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 

ch
ar

ac
te

r, 
pl

ot
 a

nd
 la

ng
ua

ge
.  

C
an

di
da

te
s’

 w
or

k 
ex

hi
bi

ts
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g:

 

• 
sh

ow
s s

om
e 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 
re

le
va

nt
 li

te
ra

ry
 tr

ad
iti

on
s i

n 
po

et
ry

 
te

xt
s 

• 
sh

ow
s s

om
e 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 so
ci

al
, 

hi
st

or
ic

al
 a

nd
 c

ul
tu

ra
l c

on
te

xt
s o

f 
te

xt
s 

• 
m

ak
es

 st
ra

ig
ht

fo
rw

ar
d 

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 

be
tw

ee
n 

po
em

s 
• 

m
ak

es
 st

ra
ig

ht
fo

rw
ar

d 
po

in
ts

 a
bo

ut
 

la
ng

ua
ge

 a
nd

 st
ru

ct
ur

e.
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Er
ra

tu
m

 –
 r

ep
la

ce
m

en
t 

pa
ge

s 
18

-2
1,

 G
CS

E 
En

gl
is

h 
Li

te
ra

tu
re

 (
12

13
) 

sp
ec

if
ic

at
io

n 
Is

su
e 

1 
– 

M
ar

ch
 2

00
2 

– 
U

G
01

14
36

 

 
G

ra
de

 
G

en
er

al
 

Th
e 

Pr
e-

19
14

 D
ra

m
a 

un
it 

T
he

 P
re

-1
91

4 
Pr

os
e 

un
it 

T
he

 P
re

-1
91

4 
Po

et
ry

 u
ni

t 

E  11
 –

 1
5 

C
an

di
da

te
s r

es
po

nd
 to

 a
nd

 
co

m
m

en
t o

n 
te

xt
s. 

Th
ey

 m
ak

e 
co

nn
ec

tio
ns

 b
et

w
ee

n 
te

xt
s w

he
re

 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

, a
nd

 c
om

m
en

t o
n 

in
flu

en
ce

s o
n 

te
xt

s a
nd

 re
ad

er
s. 

Th
ey

 re
fe

r t
o 

as
pe

ct
s o

f t
ex

ts
 w

he
n 

ex
pl

or
in

g 
th

ei
r v

ie
w

s. 
Th

ey
 c

on
ve

y 
th

ei
r r

es
po

ns
es

 in
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 w

ay
s. 

C
an

di
da

te
s’

 w
or

k 
ex

hi
bi

ts
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g:

 

• 
m

ak
es

 c
om

m
en

ts
 o

n 
re

le
va

nt
 

lit
er

ar
y 

tra
di

tio
ns

 in
 d

ra
m

a 
te

xt
s 

• 
m

ak
es

 c
om

m
en

ts
 o

n 
so

ci
al

, 
hi

st
or

ic
al

 a
nd

 c
ul

tu
ra

l c
on

te
xt

s o
f 

te
xt

s 
• 

m
ak

es
 c

om
m

en
ts

 o
n 

re
le

va
nt

 d
et

ai
ls

 
of

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
, t

he
m

e,
 la

ng
ua

ge
 a

nd
 

dr
am

at
ic

 im
pa

ct
.  

C
an

di
da

te
s’

 w
or

k 
ex

hi
bi

ts
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g:

 

• 
m

ak
es

 c
om

m
en

ts
 o

n 
re

le
va

nt
 

lit
er

ar
y 

tra
di

tio
ns

 in
 p

ro
se

 te
xt

s 
• 

m
ak

es
 c

om
m

en
ts

 o
n 

so
ci

al
, 

hi
st

or
ic

al
 a

nd
 c

ul
tu

ra
l c

on
te

xt
s o

f 
te

xt
s 

• 
m

ak
es

 c
om

m
en

ts
 o

n 
re

le
va

nt
 d

et
ai

ls
 

of
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

, p
lo

t a
nd

 la
ng

ua
ge

.  

C
an

di
da

te
s’

 w
or

k 
ex

hi
bi

ts
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g:

 

• 
m

ak
es

 c
om

m
en

ts
 o

n 
re

le
va

nt
 

lit
er

ar
y 

tra
di

tio
ns

 in
 p

oe
try

 te
xt

s 
• 

m
ak

es
 c

om
m

en
ts

 o
n 

so
ci

al
, 

hi
st

or
ic

al
 a

nd
 c

ul
tu

ra
l c

on
te

xt
s o

f 
te

xt
s 

• 
m

ak
es

 c
on

ne
ct

io
ns

 a
nd

 c
om

pa
ris

on
s 

be
tw

ee
n 

po
em

s 
• 

m
ak

es
 c

om
m

en
ts

 a
bo

ut
 la

ng
ua

ge
 

an
d 

st
ru

ct
ur

e.
 

D
 

 16
 –

 2
0 

C
an

di
da

te
s r

es
po

nd
 p

er
so

na
lly

 to
 

te
xt

s. 
Th

ey
 e

xp
lo

re
 c

on
ne

ct
io

ns
 

an
d 

co
m

pa
ris

on
s b

et
w

ee
n 

te
xt

s 
w

he
re

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

, a
nd

 m
ak

e 
de

ta
ile

d 
co

m
m

en
ts

 o
n 

in
flu

en
ce

s o
n 

te
xt

s a
nd

 re
ad

er
s, 

re
fe

rr
in

g 
to

 
de

ta
ils

 in
 te

xt
s t

o 
su

pp
or

t t
he

ir 
vi

ew
s. 

Th
ey

 m
ay

 sh
ow

 a
w

ar
en

es
s 

of
 d

iff
er

en
t a

pp
ro

ac
he

s t
o 

te
xt

s a
nd

 
al

te
rn

at
iv

e 
in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
ns

. T
he

y 
co

nv
ey

 th
ei

r i
de

as
 in

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 
w

ay
s. 

C
an

di
da

te
s’

 w
or

k 
ex

hi
bi

ts
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g:

 

• 
m

ak
es

 d
et

ai
le

d 
co

m
m

en
ts

 o
n 

re
le

va
nt

 li
te

ra
ry

 tr
ad

iti
on

s i
n 

dr
am

a 
te

xt
s 

• 
m

ak
es

 d
et

ai
le

d 
co

m
m

en
ts

 o
n 

th
e 

so
ci

al
, h

is
to

ric
al

 a
nd

 c
ul

tu
ra

l 
co

nt
ex

ts
 o

f t
ex

ts
 

• 
re

fe
rs

 to
 d

et
ai

ls
 to

 su
pp

or
t t

he
ir 

vi
ew

s 
• 

m
ak

es
 d

et
ai

le
d 

co
m

m
en

ts
 o

n 
re

le
va

nt
 d

et
ai

ls
 o

f c
ha

ra
ct

er
, t

he
m

e,
 

la
ng

ua
ge

 a
nd

 d
ra

m
at

ic
 im

pa
ct

. 

C
an

di
da

te
s’

 w
or

k 
ex

hi
bi

ts
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
fo

llo
w
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Paper 1B: Reading and Writing (1203) 
 
 

Coursework Units 
 

 

Weighting 
 

 

Unit 1: personal and imaginative writing 
(Assessed for writing) 
 

 

10% 
 

 

Unit 2: response to a text from another 
culture or tradition 
(Assessed for reading) 
 

 

5% 
 

 

Unit 3: work based on a play by 
Shakespeare* See page 10 for particular 
requirements for centres in Wales. 
(Assessed for reading) 
 

 

5% 
 

 

Coursework: additional information 
 

• Students may submit the Shakespeare unit for both the Edexcel GCSE English and English 
Literature portfolio, where this is appropriate. Such work must meet the assessment 
criteria of both specifications and must be separately assessed according to the 
assessment objectives and mark scheme criteria for both English and English 
Literature 

• Whole texts must be studied for Units 2 and 3 
• There is no requirement for a handwritten piece of coursework 
• Teachers may advise students in the production of coursework, but should not proof-read 

early drafts. Fair copies of marked work should not be submitted for assessment. 
Teachers should be alert to essays derived from other sources such as the internet when 
signing the declaration on the coursework frontsheet 

• Details of internal assessment are on page 18 of this specification. 
 

Unit 1: Personal and Imaginative Writing 
 

This unit carries a 10% weighting and will be assessed for Writing. 
The content is not specified but students must include a substantial piece of writing which 
explores, imagines and entertains. 
 

Examples of assignments 
 

• imaginative extensions of works of fiction: 
- characters from Lord of the Flies meet twenty years later 
- an extra scene for A View from the Bridge 
- a student’s own poetry in response to Ted Hughes’s poems. (If a student’s original 
poetry is submitted it should be a collection of several pieces accompanied by a 
commentary written by the student explaining the context of the work.) 
- a collection of monologues by characters from Romeo and Juliet (The Nurse; Lord 
Capulet; Friar Lawrence) reflecting on the tragedy 

• a description of a place visited 
• a short story in response to a selection of titles. (This could be based on several short 

stories read to illustrate aspects of the genre such as the effect of different viewpoints; 
openings and endings; use of dialogue; creation of atmosphere) 

• autobiographical writing reflecting on experience 
• forms such as monologue; an exchange of letters; playscripts. 
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Note: The Edexcel Anthology provides models of autobiographical, descriptive and travel 
writing in the Non-fiction section and examples of techniques used by short story writers in 
the Different cultures and traditions sections. 

 

Unit 2: Response to a Prose Text from a Different Culture or Tradition 
 

This unit carries a 5% weighting and will be assessed for Reading. 
 

Texts must be prose drawn from any other culture or tradition. Teachers are free to make 
their own choice as long as the text chosen is from a distinctively different culture or 
tradition. Within that requirement a prose or literary non-fiction text from the Edexcel GCSE 
English Literature specification may be used. 
 

Examples of writers: 
 

Chinua Achebe, Maya Angelou, Willa Cather, Anita Desai, Nadine Gordimer, Ernest 
Hemingway, HH Richardson, Doris Lessing, R K Narayan, John Steinbeck. 
 

Examples of prose texts that would be suitable for study in this unit: 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
The Chinese Cinderella by Adeline Yen Mah 
Roll of Thunder Hear my Cry by Mildred Taylor 
Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha, The Van, The Snapper or The Commitments by Roddy Doyle 
Anita and Me by Meera Sayal 
The Village by the Sea by Anita Desai 
Haroon and the Sea of Stories by Salman Rushdie 
The Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger 
The Color Purple by Alice Walker 
The collection of Different Cultures short stories in the Edexcel Anthology. 
The short stories of Guy de Maupassant 
The Endless Steppe by Esther Hautzig 
If short stories are used, they should form a substantial, coherent collection. Written work 
should address at least two short stories, and enable students to refer to others if desired. 
 

Focus of the assignment  
 

Assignments must address Reading Assessment Objectives (i) and (iv). See page 16. 
 

Students will be expected to show an awareness of the cultural context of such work and must 
make comments on the distinctive aspects of the text which has been selected for study. 
Critiques of stage, film or video presentations should enable students to demonstrate 
understanding of the text in comparison with the media realisation. 
 

Examples of assignments 
 

• the importance of the ‘American Dream’ in Of Mice and Men 
• what do we learn about Maycomb society in To Kill a Mockingbird? 
• The Color Purple: A comparison of how the original novel and the film version establish 

the cultural background of the story 
• an examination of the ways individuals rebel against the values of their society in a 

selection of short stories 
• a comparison of the influences of the city and the village in The Village by the Sea 
• a study of the lives and values of the Norman peasants in several of Maupassant’s short 

stories. 
 

Unit 3: Work based on a Play by Shakespeare*  
 

This unit carries a 5% weighting and will be assessed for Reading 
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A complete Shakespeare play must be studied for this unit. Teachers should be aware of the 
National Curriculum requirement that students study two plays by Shakespeare during Key 
Stages Three and Four. The students’ experience of Shakespeare at Key Stage Three will 
inform the choice of play for GCSE. 
 

Focus of the Assignment 
 

Assignments must address Reading Assessment Objectives (i) and (v). See page 16. 
 

Responses may include analyses of the whole play relating to literary features such as theme, 
character, language and dramatic impact. 
 

Although assignments may use a scene or extract as a starting point, they should enable 
students to demonstrate knowledge of the whole play in their response. 
 

Critiques of stage, film or video presentations should enable students to demonstrate 
understanding of the text in comparison with the media realisation. 
 

Tasks should enable candidates to comment on ways in which language varies and changes, for 
example between different characters, or the language of the same character at different 
stages of the play. 
 

This unit may be submitted for the pre 1914 drama coursework unit of English Literature. 
It must be assessed separately according to the assessment objectives and mark scheme 
criteria of the two specifications. 
 

Examples of Assignments 
• In Romeo and Juliet Act Three Scene Five, Lord Capulet is shown to be a concerned, 

caring father. How far do you agree with this statement, both in this scene and elsewhere 
in the play? 

• Compare portrayals of Shylock on stage or in film with your own view of the character 
from your reading of the play. How have the actors presented different interpretations of 
the character to arouse your pity or dislike? 

• Compare the different settings and atmospheres of Belmont and Venice in The Merchant 
of Venice as revealed in words and events. How might a production of the play bring out 
the contrasts between the two settings? 

• What different examples of power do you find in The Tempest? Refer to characters, 
events and language 

• What do you find to like and dislike in the character of Falstaff in Henry IV Part One? 
Refer to any productions or film versions you have seen, as well as your own ideas from 
studying the play. 

 

Unit 3: for centres in Wales* 
 

A complete play by a Welsh author writing in English, or that has a Welsh setting or a special 
relevance to Wales, should be studied instead of a play by Shakespeare. 
 

See the Specification Guide for examples of assignments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

138Edexcel GCSE English (1203/1204) English Literature (1213) - Exemplar coursework - Autumn 2009



Paper 1B: Reading and Writing (1204) 
 
 

Coursework Units  
 

 

Weighting 
 

 

Unit 1: personal and imaginative writing 
(Assessed for writing) 
 

 

10% 
 

 

Unit 2: response to media texts 
(Assessed for reading) 
 

 

5% 
 

 

Unit 3: work based on a play by 
Shakespeare* See page 10 for particular 
requirements for centres in Wales. 
(Assessed for reading) 
 

 

5% 

 

Coursework: additional information 
 

• Students may submit the Shakespeare unit for both the Edexcel GCSE English and English 
Literature portfolio, where this is appropriate. Such work must meet the assessment 
criteria of both specifications and must be separately assessed according to the 
assessment objectives and mark scheme criteria for both English and English 
Literature 

• A whole play must be studied for Unit 3 
• There is no requirement for a handwritten piece of coursework 
• Teachers may advise students in the production of coursework, but should not proof-read 

early drafts. Fair copies of marked work should not be submitted for assessment. 
Teachers should be alert to essays derived from other sources – such as the internet – 
when signing the declaration on the coursework frontsheet 

• Details of internal assessment are on page 18 of this specification. 
 

Unit 1: Personal and Imaginative Writing 
 

This Unit carries a 10% weighting and will be assessed for Writing. 
The content is not specified but students must include a substantial piece of writing which 
explores, imagines and entertains. 
 

Examples of assignments 
 

• imaginative extensions of works of fiction: 
- characters from Lord of the Flies meet twenty years later  
- an extra scene for A View from the Bridge 
- a student’s own poetry in response to Ted Hughes’s poems. (If a student’s original 
poetry is submitted it should be a collection of several pieces accompanied by a 
commentary written by the student explaining the context of the work) 
- a collection of monologues by characters from Romeo and Juliet (The Nurse; Lord 
Capulet; Friar Lawrence) reflecting on the tragedy 

• a description of a place visited 
• a short story in response to a selection of titles (this could be based on several short 

stories read to illustrate aspects of the genre such as the effect of different viewpoints; 
openings and endings; use of dialogue; creation of atmosphere) 

• autobiographical writing reflecting on experience 
• forms such as monologue; an exchange of letters; playscripts. 
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Note: The Edexcel Anthology provides models of autobiographical, descriptive and travel 
writing in the Non-fiction section and examples of techniques used by short story writers in 
the Different cultures and traditions section. 
 

Unit 2: Response to Media Texts 
 

This unit carries a 5% weighting and will be assessed for reading. 
The unit should show the candidate’s ability to analyse and comment on features of media 
texts such as paper-based media; sound media; moving images; electronic digital media (web 
pages). 
 

Focus of the Assignment 
 

Candidates should complete an extended assignment that shows an understanding of the 
nature of the media they have chosen. 
 

Assignments must address Reading Assessment Objectives (ii), (iii) and (v): distinguish 
between fact and opinion and evaluate how information is presented; follow an argument, 
identifying implications and recognising inconsistencies; understand and evaluate how writers 
use linguistic, structural and presentational devices to achieve their effects, and comment on 
ways language varies and changes. 
 

It is not expected that assignments will focus on all these objectives with equal weight. 
 

Examples of Assignments 
 

• a comparison of the presentation of information in different media showing how the 
media used affects the eventual message 

• an analysis of how opinions are conveyed in different media 
• a consideration of the techniques of advertising in different media and their effects. 
• an appraisal of the design and contents of two newspaper front pages 
• a study of how a news story develops over several days and across a range of media 
• a study of a particular type of reporting, such as sports reporting, or local issues, 

comparing their presentation in different media 
 

Unit 3: Work based on a Play by Shakespeare* 
  

This unit carries a 5% weighting and will be assessed for Reading 
 

A complete Shakespeare play must be studied for this unit. Teachers should be aware of the 
National Curriculum requirement that students study two plays by Shakespeare during Key 
Stages Three and Four. The students’ experience of Shakespeare at Key Stage Three will 
inform the choice of play for GCSE. 
 

Focus of the Assignment 
 

Assignments must address Reading Assessment Objectives (i) and (v). See page 16. 
 

Responses may include analyses of the whole play relating to literary features such as theme, 
character, language and dramatic impact. 
 

Although assignments may use a scene or extract as a starting point, they should enable 
students to demonstrate knowledge of the whole play in their response. 
 

Critiques of stage, film or video presentations should enable students to demonstrate 
understanding of the text in comparison with the media realisation. 
 

Tasks should enable candidates to comment on ways in which language varies and changes, for 
example between different characters, or the language of the same character at different 
stages of the play. 
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This unit may be submitted for the pre 1914 drama coursework unit of English Literature. 
It must be assessed separately according to the assessment objectives and mark scheme 
criteria of the two specifications. 
 

Examples of Assignments 
• in Romeo and Juliet Act Three Scene Five, Lord Capulet is shown to be a concerned, 

caring father. How far do you agree with this statement, both in this scene and elsewhere 
in the play? 

• compare portrayals of Shylock on stage or in film with your own view of the character 
from your reading of the play. How have the actors presented different interpretations of 
the character to arouse your pity or dislike? 

• compare the different settings and atmospheres of Belmont and Venice in The Merchant 
of Venice as revealed in words and events. How might a production of the play bring out 
the contrasts between the two settings? 

• what different examples of power do you find in The Tempest? Refer to characters, 
events and language 

• what do you find to like and dislike in the character of Falstaff in Henry IV Part One? 
Refer to any productions or film versions you have seen, as well as your own ideas from 
studying the play. 

 

Unit 3: for centres in Wales* 
 

For centres in Wales, a complete play by a Welsh author written in English, or that has a 
Welsh setting or a special relevance to Wales, should be studied instead of a play by 
Shakespeare. See the Specification Guide for examples of assignments. 
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This unit may be based on work by any major writer or writers published before 1914. The list
on page 36 of the National Curriculum suggests the range of acceptable writers.

Focus of the assignment

The assignment must enable candidates to respond to text(s) critically, sensitively and in detail,
selecting appropriate ways to convey their response, using textual evidence as appropriate.

Teachers should ensure that imaginative extensions of the texts address the relevant assessment
objectives.

Where short stories are used, they should form a substantial collection on a theme or by a single
writer. The assignment should enable candidates to discuss at least two of the selected short
stories.

When setting assignments teachers should remember that assessment objective 4: ‘candidates
must demonstrate their ability to relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and
literary traditions’ must be shown in at least one of the coursework units. Some of the examples
below suggest how that requirement could be met in this unit.

Examples of assignments

General guidelines:

Teachers should ensure that assignments enable candidates to show response to the text as a
whole, even when the starting point is an extract.

Where film or other performance versions of the text are used in an assignment, candidates
should be enabled to demonstrate knowledge of the novel as a written text, not as media
versions alone. Assignments which focus on how a film version interprets the text are therefore
acceptable.

• Examine the portrayal of family life in the society described by George Eliot in Silas
Marner.

• One critic described the latest film adaptation of Jane Austen’s Mansfield Park as a ‘stifled
and tedious adaptation of an Austen classic.’ What are your views of this film as an
adaptation of the original novel?

• Compare and contrast the ways in which writers present the supernatural in at least two
nineteenth century short stories, such as The Red Room by H G Wells and The Withered
Arm by Thomas Hardy.

• How does Hardy portray the role of female characters in society in at least two of his short
stories?

• Writing as if Magwitch, give your view of Pip (i) at the beginning of Great Expectations
and (ii) when you are lying on your deathbed. You should bring out the changes you have
seen in Pip growing up in nineteenth century England.

• How does Swift present his views of England at that time in Gulliver’s Travels? You should
consider how he uses imaginary worlds; size and scale; a first person narrator; irony and
satire. You may restrict your answer to two Books of Gulliver’s Travels.
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Reading

This unit must be based on the study of a substantial collection of pre-1914 poetry.

Teachers should devise their own coursework unit based on a collection of poems to meet these
requirements:

• The poems should form a coherent collection of about 15 to 20 shorter poems, or a smaller
number of longer poems, linked by theme, poet(s) or form.

• The assignment should range across the collection, referring to about five or six poems,
though not all poems need receive equal treatment.

Candidates whose assignments do not meet the above requirements will be penalised.

Notes

1 There is no requirement to have the collection approved by Edexcel beforehand.

2 There is no requirement to study a set number of poets. The collection may focus on the
work of one or two poets, or may range across the work of several.

Focus of assignment

The assignment must enable candidates to respond critically and sensitively to a range of
poems, and to show understanding of how meanings and ideas are conveyed through language,
structure and form.

The assignment should allow candidates to make connections and comparisons between poems,
referring to details to support their views.

When setting assignments teachers should remember that assessment objective 4: ‘candidates
must demonstrate their ability to relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and
literary traditions’ must be shown in at least one of the coursework units. Some of the examples
below suggest how that requirement could be met in this unit. The poetry unit is particularly apt
for demonstrating awareness of literary tradition, since it deals with several poems written over
time.

Examples of assignments

• A comparison of the ways writers have used poetic forms, such as the sonnet or ballads to
express a variety of ideas and emotions in different historical eras. (Literary tradition)

• A study of how pre-1914 poets have explored different aspects of a theme over time, such
as love, or conflict, or childhood. (Literary tradition)

• A comparison of the portrayal of nature in the poetry of Wordsworth with one other
nineteenth century poet, or with an eighteenth century poet. (Literary tradition)

• A study of an individual poet, such as William Blake, John Donne, Elizabeth Barrett
Browning, relating their work to their lives and times. (Social/historical/cultural contexts)

• A comparison of pilgrims described in Chaucer’s Prologue to The Canterbury Tales,
showing how Chaucer’s descriptions add to our understanding of his society. A description
of a pilgrim can count as an individual poem. (Social/historical/cultural contexts)
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One unit of coursework may be assessed orally.

Where oral responses – for example, performance – are assessed, some accompanying
evidence written by the candidate must be made available for moderation.

Oral responses presented for assessment may take various forms, for example performances,
role-plays, simulations.

Coursework assessment must be based on the assessment criteria and assessment objectives for
English Literature as specified in the assessment grid and individual coursework units. There is
an oral coursework frontsheet in Appendix 4 of this specification.

Oral responses may also be assessed for GCSE English AO1, Speaking and Listening.

`çìêëÉïçêâW=~ÇÇáíáçå~ä=áåÑçêã~íáçå

The coursework portfolio should enable candidates to show:

• an understanding of literary tradition

• an appreciation of the social, cultural and historical contexts of the text(s) studied.

This assessment objective (AO4) could be demonstrated separately in two units, or in one.

The coursework frontsheet should indicate the unit(s) which address this assessment objective.

See Examples of assignments on the previous pages, and the Specification Guide, for advice on
how to devise coursework assignments covering AO4.

Teachers may advise students in the production of coursework, but should not proof-read early
drafts. Fair copies of marked work should not be submitted for assessment. Teachers should be
alert to essays derived from other sources – such as the internet – when signing the declaration
of authentication on page 48.

• Quality of written communication is assessed in the examination, not in coursework.

• There is no requirement for a handwritten piece of coursework.

• Details of internal assessment procedures are given on page 15.

145Edexcel GCSE English (1203/1204) English Literature (1213) - Exemplar coursework - Autumn 2009



 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 2009 
 
For more information on Edexcel and BTEC qualifications  
please visit our website: www.edexcel.com 
 
Edexcel Limited. Registered in England and Wales No. 4496750 
Registered Office: One90 High Holborn, London WC1V 7BH. VAT Reg No 780 0898 07 

http://www.edexcel.org.uk/

	Text1: 
	Text2: 
	Text3: 
	Text4: 
	Text5: 
	Text6: 
	Text7: 
	Text8: 
	Text9: 
	Text10: 
	Text11: 
	Text79: 
	Text80: 
	Text81: 
	Text82: 
	Text109: 
	Text83: 
	Text84: 
	Text85: 
	Text86: 
	Text110: 
	Text95: 
	Text96: 
	Text107: 
	Text108: 
	Text173: 
	Text174: 
	Text175: 
	Text176: 
	Text177: 
	Text181: 
	Text182: 
	Text183: 
	Text184: 
	Text185: 
	Text190: 
	Text193: 
	Text197: 
	Text198: 
	Text201: 
	Text202: 
	Text204: 
	Text205: 
	Text206: 
	Text207: 
	Text208: 
	Text209: 
	Text210: 
	Text211: 
	Text212: 
	Text213: 
	Text214: 
	Text215: 
	Text216: 
	Text217: 
	Text218: 
	Text219: 
	Text220: 
	Text224: 
	Text225: 
	Text226: 
	Text15: 
	Text16: 
	Text17: 
	Text18: 
	Text19: 
	Text20: 
	Text21: 
	Text22: 
	Text23: 
	Text24: 
	Text25: 
	Text26: 
	Text27: 
	Text28: 
	Text29: 
	Text30: 
	Text31: 
	Text32: 
	Text34: 
	Text35: 
	Text36: 
	Text37: 
	Text38: 
	Text39: 
	Text40: 
	Text41: 
	Text42: 
	Text43: 
	Text44: 
	Text45: 
	Text47: 
	Text48: 
	Text49: 
	Text50: 
	Text51: 
	Text52: 
	Text53: 
	Text54: 
	Text56: 
	Text57: 
	Text58: 
	Text59: 
	Text60: 
	Text61: 
	Text62: 
	Text63: 
	Text64: 
	Text65: 
	Text66: 
	Text67: 
	Text68: 
	Text69: 
	Text70: 
	Text71: 
	Text72: 
	Text73: 
	Text76: 
	Text77: 
	Text78: 
	Text87: 
	Text88: 
	Text89: 
	Text90: 
	Text91: 
	Text92: 
	Text93: 
	Text94: 
	Text98: 
	Text99: 
	Text100: 
	Text101: 
	Text102: 
	Text103: 
	Text104: 
	Text105: 
	Text46: 
	Text106: 
	Text111: 
	Text112: 
	Text113: 
	Text114: 
	Text115: 
	Text116: 
	Text117: 
	Text118: 
	Text119: 
	Text120: 
	Text121: 
	Text122: 
	Text123: 
	Text124: 
	Text125: 
	Text126: 
	Text127: 
	Text128: 
	Text129: 
	Text130: 
	Text131: 
	Text132: 
	Text133: 
	Text134: 
	Text135: 
	Text136: 
	Text137: 
	Text138: 
	Text139: 
	Text140: 
	Text141: 
	Text12: 
	Text178: 
	Text179: 
	Text180: 
	Text33: 
	Text74: 
	Text191: 
	Text194: 
	Text196: 
	Text55: 
	Text13: 
	Text14: 


