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Jack Miller, 14, centre, and his brothers Max, 10, left, and Harry, 16, of Muswell Hill, North London,
all play computer games. He thinks concerns are exaggerated.

Playing computer
games has been
only a benefit to me

Jack Miller (aged 14)
Commentary

I think that adult concerns about
the dangers of video games and
the internet to children are a bit
exaggerated.

I spend about 13 hours a week
playing games online and I have
never come across any
inappropriate material such as
pornography.

In fact, I would say that the
internet and computer games
have only been of benefit to me.
I am sure that one of the reasons
that 'm in the top maths set at
my school is because I used to

i Y 4=

of nine to 19-year-olds have
been in contact with online
pornography

have seen a pornographic pop-up
advert while looking for
something else

Source: Livingstone and Bober, 2005
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spend so much time when I was If I were prime minister I

younger playing. In the game | would find a way of filtering out
| Heroes III, you have a castle and | pornographic material on sites
you have to build up an army — | that children use and check
I spent a lot of time sitting at the | websites for words that might
| computer adding up. | not be appropriate for children. I
I also use Wikipedia to help would put in place a system for
with my homework. I could monitoring chat rooms to make

survive without it, I would just | sure they had safe content. All
go to the library, but it is really | suicide websites would be taken
| helpful. And I have just started | down.

| to use mymaths.co.uk to help | Responsible parents should
| with revision for my SATs tests | monitor what their children are
| next month. doing online. If they are not,

My favourite game is World of | then maybe a publicity campaign
Warcraft, in which you have to | Would help. But actually, I think
complete quests. I find it really | that Yyoung people have a role in
satisfying. My brothers Harry, 16, | helplpg their parents unders}and
and Max, 10, both play computer | the digital world. Parents might

games too. 1 be more likely to listen to their
It is wrong to say that children.
computer games can isolate I try to get my parents to have

children because we usually play |2 20 on my games, so they know
| games with our friends over the |What it’s like. I got my dad to
internet and it is a way of ‘have a go on Guitar Hero, but it
| playing together just like in real | Was really embarrassing because
' life. I play shoot-"em-up games | he was so rubbish at it.
with a lot of killing, but that does |

not make me behave more Authorities in a virtual world
| aggressively because I know they | ¢ Mick Hume, page 20
| are not real and it is not part of
| my real life.

The existing classification ‘
system for video games seems }
clear to me and to my parents, so |

[

I’'m not sure it needs changing.
[ But some change does need to
| happen.
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SECTION A: UNSEEN MEDIA

You must answer the question in this section.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

1. Read the extract from The Sun, “Clamp on Net’s Violent Videos”, and Jack Miller’s
comments in The Times, “Playing computer games has been only a benefit to me”.

How are different views about computer and video games presented in these extracts?
You should comment on the following:

» the content of the extracts

* the use of language

* design features, including layout and pictures

* any other aspects which you think are relevant.

Support your answer with examples from the texts.

(Total for Section A: 25 marks for Reading)

Leave )
blank

Write your answer to Section A here:
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(Section A continued)
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blank
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(Section A continued)

Leave )
blank
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(Section A continued)
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(Total 25 marks)

Section
A
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TOTAL FOR SECTION A: 25 MARKS
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SECTION B: WRITING TO ARGUE, PERSUADE, ADVISE

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

2. Jack Miller thinks that computer and video games have helped him, but other people think
that these games are a bad influence on young people.

Write a newspaper or magazine article, persuading the readers to support your views on
this issue.

OR

3. “Young people today are only interested in themselves.”
“In our society, most young people are kind, thoughtful and unselfish.”

Argue the case in favour of ONE of these statements.

(Total for Section B: 25 marks for Writing)

Leave )
blank

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (X).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ¢ and then indicate
your new question with a cross (X).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2 [] Question 3 []

Write your answer to Section B here:
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(Section B continued)
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(Section B continued)
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blank
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(Section B continued)
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(Total 25 marks) |
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SECTION C: WRITING TO ANALYSE, REVIEW, COMMENT

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

4. “Don’t just sit in front of a screen — get outside and take some exercise!”

Write a contribution for a website or a magazine, analysing how we could make our lives
healthier and more active.

OR

5. After you leave school or college, would you prefer to remain where you live now or move
to a new area?

Comment on what would influence your decision.

(Total for Section C: 25 marks for Writing)

Leave )
blank

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (X).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box $& and then indicate
your new question with a cross (X).

Chosen Question Number: Question 4 [] Question 5 []

Write your answer to Section C here:
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(Section C continued)
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(Section C continued)

(Total 25 marks)
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TOTAL FOR SECTION C: 25 MARKS
TOTAL FOR PAPER: 75 MARKS
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