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documentation, impacts, effects of climate change, paleoclimate, mountain glaciers, coral reefs, tide pools, sea level

Home Antarctica Alaska Glaciers Coastlines Temperate Zone England Paleoclimate

Arctic Weather Oceans Polar Thaw Background Advisors References Actions

Global warming at the extremes of the earth: Habitats and
cultures everywhere react to climate's rapid changes

Record thaw across the Arctic  Ecosystems shift up mountainsides ~ China, the rousing giant of ~ Ocean inundates island nations
global warming

Asia's largest rivers, the Ganges and the Brahmaputra, join in the world's most extensive delta and
flow into the Bay of Bengal. There lies Bangladesh, a nation of 140 million people beset by poverty
and the floods of the rivers, and now also affected by rising sea level. Gary Braasch visited to
document this threat, and a report on Bangladesh facing global warming appears on the Oceans page
here.

10 Myths of Global Warming and What YOU can DO to help slow Climate Disruptions

See Actions page
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Poster of Glacier recession around the world, re-photography by Gary Braasch © 2005

Photographers' Perspectives on Global Warming
October 14 - November 6, 2005
was shown at JW Gallery, Brooklyn.
Posters from this exhibit will be available soon. Please email from the link below.
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“In my view, climate change is the most severe problem that we are
facing today -- more serious even than the threat of terrorism.”

With this warning to an international science meeting in February 2004, David A. King, Chief
Scientific Advisor to the British Government, brought the issue of global warming into sharp
focus.

The World View of Global Warming project is documenting this change through science
photography from the Arctic to Antarctica, from glaciers to the oceans, across all climate
zones. Rapid climate change and its effects is fast becoming one of the prime events of the
21st century. It is real and it is accelerating across the globe. As the effects of this change
combine with overpopulation and weather crises, climate disruptions will affect more people
than does war.

The 2005 average global temperature equalled (within several hundredths of a degree) the
record warm year of 1998, according to meteorologists. 2002-4 were nearly as warm, and
the 11 warmest years on record have all occurred since 1990. In response, our planet has
been changing with warming winds and rising seas. Ice is under fire, glaciers are receding.
Down into the temperate zone, change is rearranging the boundaries of life. The plants and
animals with whom we share the planet are adapting and moving -- some even going extinct
-- because they have no choice.

We six billion humans are being affected, too. Coastal towns are suffering from rising sea
level, storms are getting stronger and 35,000 people died in European heat waves in 2003.
This is a story of frightening scale and great urgency that is just beginning to be told.

I began photographing climate change in 1999, S

about when scientists started to realize how great  sgnsytom st rorm

a change in temperatures is taking place in our 4 - T
time. Past earth temperatures left their mark in
tree rings, glaciers and ancient lake and ocean
sediments, and the record shows slowly decreasing
temperatures over the last 2000 years. In that
time there have been warm and cool periods, but  os— a0 im0 8200
nothing like the rise in temperatures in the past remperatures ab 200-2000, rom prosy e i
150 years _ and no |ncrease even Close tO the snuwmgnserromtmrnlnngtenncnnllngtrend Mann & Jones, Geophys Rasearcthnarszm
past 30. This graph has become the single most

powerful icon of climate change.

The main reason for this sharp rise in global temperatures since the 1850s is thought to be
a steep increase in atmospheric carbon dioxide -- CO2 -- from human use of fossil fuels. In
the last century atmospheric CO2 has risen steadily, and unnaturally, to above 370 parts per
million (p.p.m.), the highest level in more than 650,000 years.

The CO2 level in early 2004 was 379 p.p.m. and is
accelerating. These increases, seemingly small, have
# a giant effect on weather, climate zones, plants and
animals, glaciers and river flow -- and thus human life.

Agpron 1470 SBAF
nmum..u- |mnn._1-d

Carbon Dioxide
In atmosphere at Mauna Loa
{appeon 372 in 2003)

My project -- and this Web site -- seeks to document
# these changes. This project would be impossible without
scientists and observers around the world who have
* provided hundreds of scientific contacts and papers.
This project is privately supported and I seek donations

<«Temperature

powrn 14 AR INOPAETT Z through Blue Earth Alliance.
W60 1875 1900 1905 1920 1935 1950 1965 1980 1695
This graph <hows how the Earths  Polar Thaw,” a 30-print exhibit of photographs from
temperature has risen in relation to locations of Arctic and Antarctic climate warming, is
the rise in CO, levels. available for museums, science centers and funded

public venues.

World View of Global Warming is a project of the Blue Earth Alliance, Seattle Washington, a
501(c)3 tax-exempt organization. The project is supported entirely by donations, grants, and
licence fees for the photographs. Information about how to contribute is on the Blue Earth
web site, or contact Gary Braasch. Thank you.
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SECTION A: UNSEEN MEDIA

You must answer the question in this section.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

1. How well does the web-page Global warming at the extremes of the earth: Habitats and
cultures everywhere react to climate's rapid changes achieve its purpose?

You should comment on the following:

* the content of the web-page

® the use of language

® design features, including layout and photographs
* any other aspects which you think are relevant.

Support your answer with examples from the text.

(Total for Section A: 25 marks for Reading)

Write your answer to Section A here:
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SECTION B: WRITING TO ARGUE, PERSUADE, ADVISE

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

2. Some people view climate change as the most serious threat facing mankind.

Write a letter to the Prime Minister arguing why the Government should or should not
make the prevention of climate change its No. 1 priority in the immediate future.

OR
3. In order to reduce poverty and the demand for food and other resources, some countries
in the developing world have strict birth control policies limiting by law the number of
children which families can have.
It has been suggested that the Government should introduce a similar policy in the UK.

Write a letter to your local MP arguing either for or against this proposed policy.

(Total for Section B: 25 marks for Writing)

Leave )
blank

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (X).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ($¢) and then indicate your new
question with a cross ([X)).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2 [] Question 3 []

Write your answer to Section B here:
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SECTION C: WRITING TO ANALYSE, REVIEW, COMMENT

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

4. “Too many people jump in their cars rather than walk, cycle or use public transport.”
Comment on this point of view.
OR

5. More and more people are living in cities and large towns than in the countryside and rural
areas.

Write an article for your school or college magazine analysing the advantages and
disadvantages of being brought up as a teenager in either a city or town, or in the

countryside.

(Total for Section C: 25 marks for Writing)

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (X).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ($4) and then indicate your new
question with a cross ([X).
Chosen Question Number: Question 4 [] Question 5 []

Write your answer to Section C here:
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(Section C continued)

(Total 25 marks)
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TOTAL FOR SECTION C: 25 MARKS
TOTAL FOR PAPER: 75 MARKS
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