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EXTINCTION THEORIES

Why Did Dinosaurs Die Out?

[ Page 1 | Page 2 | Viewer Submitted | Send Us Your's ]

Why did the dinosaurs become extinct? What do you believe

What happened over 65 million years caused the dinosaur
ago to kill a species that had survived for ~ extinction?

150 million years? The answer is that no O Asteroid Impact
one knows for sure, but everyone seems O Climate Change

to have their own favourite theory. @ Diseane

Whatever caused the death of the . . .

. O Volcanic Eruptions

dinosaurs also caused the death of about A Other

70% of all of the animals on the Earth.
Here are four popular views about why dinosaurs died out.

[ Submit ] [ Reset ]
View Results
QOther User Polls

Asteroid Impact

Asteroids very seldom pass through the earth's atmosphere, but when they
do they cause mass destruction. One of the most common extinction
theories is that an asteroid 4-9 miles (10 km) wide struck the earth near to
the Gulf of Mexico dealing the dinosaurs a fatal blow. Upon striking, the
comet would have sent dust and steam into the atmosphere and caused
huge forest fires, tidal waves, severe storms, and blocked out all sunlight.
It would be six months before sunlight would reach the ground after such
a blow. The dinosaurs stood no chance without sunlight and plant life.

Climate Change

The climate at the time of the dinosaurs was tropical. Scientists know this
because nearly one half of the plants were tropical plants. Many scientists
believe that at the end of this time the temperature dropped. If the
temperature is dropped, many of the plants that the plant-eating dinosaurs
ate would die and so many of the plant eaters would die as well. If the plant-
eating dinosaurs died there would be nothing for the meat-eating dinosaurs
to eat and they would eventually die out also.

M29116A 2





Volcanic Eruptions

Could numerous volcanic eruptions have caused such mass destruction?
Possibly. When volcanoes erupt, they send huge clouds of dust, sulphuric
acid, and poisonous gases into the air making the air almost impossible to
breathe. The dust and ash in the atmosphere would also change the climate
and sunlight levels. On top of that, the ground would be covered with
layers and layers of molten rock. The dinosaurs would never have survived
such a poisoned environment!

Disease

Disease has also been proposed as the killer of the dinosaurs. As the time
went on, the oceans started to dry up and the dinosaurs were able to walk
across the land to new areas and other dinosaurs. But the new land brought
more than just dinosaurs looking for food. It brought all of the diseases
that the dinosaurs carried, which to the other dinosaurs could be fatal and
the other way around. Eventually these diseases spread, leading to the
extinction of all dinosaurs.

Glossary:

' Asteroids Thousands of small rocky objects that orbit around the Sun, some of which
occasionally pass close to the Earth.

“Molten rock Rock melted into a liquid by heat.
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SECTION A: UNSEEN MEDIA

You must answer the question in this section.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

1. How well does the web-page Why Did Dinosaurs Die Out? put forward different views
about the extinction of the dinosaurs?

You should comment on the following:

the content of the web-page

the use of language

design features, including layout and photographs
any other aspects which you think are relevant.

Support your answer with examples from the text.

(Total for Section A: 25 marks for Reading)

Leave )
blank

Write your answer to Section A here:
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(Section A continued)
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blank
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SECTION B: WRITING TO ARGUE, PERSUADE, ADVISE

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

2. A new exhibition on dinosaurs is coming to a museum near you. Write a letter from the
museum to local schools persuading teachers to organise a visit.

You could include:

* why dinosaurs are so exciting

® dinosaurs as an important part of history

* special features of the exhibition eg interactivity, guided tours
* any other aspect.

OR

3. “We must take care of the environment, or many of the world’s animals will die out like
the dinosaurs.”

Write a report arguing why it is important that we try to protect animals from extinction.
If you wish, you may argue that it is not important to protect animals from extinction, but

you must give reasons for your answer.

(Total for Section B: 25 marks for Writing)

Leave )
blank

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ([X)).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ($4) and then indicate
your new question with a cross (X).

Chosen Question Number: Question 2 [] Question 3 []

Write your answer to Section B here:
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SECTION C: WRITING TO ANALYSE, REVIEW, COMMENT

There are two questions in this section. You should answer ONE of them.
You should spend about 40 minutes on this question.

4. You have recently moved into a new house and have discovered that your next door
neighbours keep a poisonous snake (or other unusual creature) in their home, as a pet.

Write a letter to your local councillor complaining about this, commenting on what you
see as the main issues.

OR
5. “Keeping animals in zoos is cruel!”

“I love going to zoos; it is the only way ordinary people like me can see creatures from
around the world.”

Analyse either the advantages or disadvantages of keeping animals in zoos.

(Total for Section C: 25 marks for Writing)

Leave )
blank

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box ([X)).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ($¢) and then indicate
your new question with a cross ([X)).

Chosen Question Number: Question 4 [] Question 5 []

Write your answer to Section C here:
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