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Introduction
There was a very small entry of around 200 candidates this series, most of whom, 
presumably, re-taking the exam. Predictably, their approach to questions showed purpose 
and familiarity, with most students clear about what was expected of them and how to 
organise their time.
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Question 1
The extract presented few difficulties and most candidates were fully aware of its context 
within the play.

a) The Friar was seen as a well-meaning and caring character and the best candidates 
commented on how he is becoming impatient with Romeo whilst still wanting to protect him. 
Some went further to examine his motives of bringing an end to the feud or to consider how 
wise his actions are. Others commented thoughtfully on his reactions to the Nurse.

b) The most successful candidates were those who read the stage directions carefully and 
understood the inner conflict and tension which besets Friar Lawrence. There were fewer 
suggestions for actors to ‘wave their arms about’, thankfully, and many more considered 
the impact of changing facial expression and tone of voice. It was clear that many were 
unimpressed by Romeo’s limp self-pity.

c) Candidates often run out of time for this question but it is not too difficult to gain marks 
in band one or two provided candidates clearly identify another part of the play and 
comment on some aspect of character, relationships, ideas, structure and/or plot. Sadly, a 
significant number made general comments about the youth of Romeo and Juliet without 
identifying a specific scene. The most successful focused on the lovers’ decision to marry, 
Romeo’s decision to gate-crash the party or his fickle discarding of Rosaline. A few discussed 
the way the sacrifice of youth prompted a tone of reconciliation at the end of the play.

This 1 a) response was awarded a mark in band 3.
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This is a thorough response and the last ten lines demonstrate 
the kind of perception needed to access band 3.

Examiner Comments

Attempt to give a fully rounded view of the character 
as presented in the extract.

Examiner Tip
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This 1 b) response also gained a mark in band 3.
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This 1 b) response also gained a mark in band 3.
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The candidate has clearly visualised how this scene would 
appear on stage and shown understanding of how the 
characters must be feeling.

Examiner Comments

Comment on everything that is said and done 
throughout the extract, demonstrating an 
understanding of what motivates each character.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
In section A, Macbeth was almost as popular with candidates as Romeo and Juliet.

a) Most candidates were able to pinpoint a number of Macbeth’s characteristics. Many 
examined his apparently ambiguous response to his wife’s death as well as his underlying 
fear of the witches’ warnings.

b) More productive answers considered how Macbeth’s inner shock and torment could be 
made plain on the stage.

c) Death pervades the play, of course, but only the most successful candidates were able 
to focus on a specific incident rather than ranging widely across the text. A number of 
productive responses dealt with one of the events leading up to the killing of Duncan, or 
what Lady Macbeth’s sleep-walking tells us about her mental state.

This 2 c) response was awarded a mark in band 3.
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The candidate has selected a valid other part of the play, even 
though it has not been pinpointed with absolute accuracy. 
The comments on manipulation and Macbeth’s character 
development raise this into band 3.

Examiner Comments

Focus clearly on why the chosen scene is significant.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7
Of Mice and Men remains by far the most popular prose text.

Most candidates understood the dynamics at work in the extract and were able to place it in 
context.

a) Curley’s wife was seen as racist, cruel and aggressive by most, but others also paid 
attention to her more sympathetic approach to Lennie. Candidates who moved into band 2 
did so by considering the insecurity she shows when commenting on Curley.

b) The majority of candidates answered this question on language with notable success. 
Large numbers picked out words or phrases which indicated how Crooks recedes into 
himself, how Candy ‘quietly’ attempts to assert some kind of dignity or how Lennie reverts 
to ‘whining’

c) Rather too many candidates ranged widely over the novella to describe the power 
structure on the ranch but the more successful chose a specific incident such as Lennie’s 
retaliation in the face of Curley’s assault. Some very good answers demonstrated how this 
incident showed the power of George over Lennie, the reduction of Curley’s power and the 
more significant power arising from Slim’s moral supremacy. 

This 7 c response was awarded a mark in band 3.
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This was a popular choice of extract but the candidate does 
more with it than most. Much credit was given for the points 
about the foreshadowing and about respect for Slim being more 
important than respect for Curley.

Examiner Comments

Don’t just provide a summary of your chosen scene. 
Use CRISP to help you comment on significance.

Examiner Tip
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Question 11
Question 11 was the much more popular choice in Section C. Candidates had strong views 
against zoos if they offered limited space for the animals but favoured wildlife parks which 
allowed more freedom. Some candidates only saw the potential benefits for visitors but 
more engaging responses took account of the conservation work done by zoos and parks. 
A wider perspective on how natural habitats are receding was invaluable in helping some 
candidates to present a more measured response but it was also possible to achieve high 
marks by highlighting personal experiences of visits to zoos.

This response was awarded marks in band 5 for all three assessment objectives.
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The candidate has presented a fully developed argument which 
is organised and uses clear connectives. It uses direct address 
to the audience in line with the requirements of the question. 
There are some errors of spelling and punctuation but these are 
minimal.

Examiner Comments

Gather together all the stages of your argument in a 
careful plan.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12
There were a number of thoughtful responses which explored the merits of achieving 
happiness in the service of others. Others successfully considered the transience of short-
term gratification compared to adopting a life of material gain. Less rewarding approaches 
offered lists of the ‘Happiness is…’ variety.

As always, much depends on how candidates are able to develop ideas whilst writing 
accurately in well-structured sentences.



GCSE English 2 5EH2H 01 31

Paper Summary
There are signs that the (a) questions in both sections A and B are being approached with 
assurance and confidence by most candidates. Many more than in the past are able to 
meet the challenges of the language question in Section B, and have clearly benefited from 
word – and phrase – level analysis, whilst many candidates would benefit from a structured 
approach to answering the performance question in Section A. Answers to (c) questions 
in both Reading Sections have shown a marked improvement with some centres clearly 
adopting CRISP, or something similar, to give candidates a helpful framework.

There has been an apparent and continuing increase in the number of candidates managing 
their time effectively and completing all sections of the paper.

Writing responses clearly benefit from being carefully planned and checked for accuracy.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Use a structured approach to answer the performance question in Section A

•	 Use word and phrase level analysis in the language question in Section B

•	 A framework such as CRISP may help in the Reading sections

•	 Carefully plan and check your writing response for accuracy.

The candidate has selected a valid other part of the play, even though it has not been 
pinpointed with absolute accuracy. The comments on manipulation and Macbeth’s character 
development raise this into band 3.

Focus clearly on why the chosen scene is significant.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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