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Introduction
There was a very small entry of around 200 candidates this series, most of whom were, 
presumably, re-taking the exam. Predictably, their approach to questions showed purpose 
and familiarity, with most students clear about what was expected of them and how to 
organise their time.
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Question 1
The extract presented few difficulties and most candidates were fully aware of its context 
within the play.

a) The Friar was seen as a well-meaning and caring character and the best candidates 
commented on how he is becoming impatient with Romeo whilst still wanting to protect him.

b) The most successful candidates were those who read the stage directions carefully and 
understood the inner conflict and tension which besets Friar Lawrence. There were fewer 
suggestions for actors to ‘wave their arms about’, thankfully, and many more considered the 
impact of changing facial expression and tone of voice.

c) Candidates often run out of time for this question but it is not too difficult to gain marks 
in band three provided candidates clearly identify another part of the play and comment 
on some aspect of character, relationships, ideas, structure and/or plot. Sadly, a significant 
number made general comments about the youth of Romeo and Juliet without identifying 
a specific scene. The most successful focused on the lovers’ decision to marry, Romeo’s 
decision to gate-crash the party or his fickle discarding of Rosaline.

This is a consistent and detailed response which pays due regard to all parts of the question.
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This response was given full marks for all parts. The comments 
about Friar Lawrence are considered and well-supported.

Most of the performance suggestions are viable and show due 
regard for the characters and the situation.

The c) question focuses one particular part of the play and 
demonstrates the candidate’s informed response.

Examiner Comments

Leave sufficient time to answer all parts of the  
question fully.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7
Most candidates understood the dynamics at work in the extract and were able to place it in 
context.

a) Curley’s wife was seen as racist, cruel and aggressive by most, but others also paid 
attention to her more sympathetic approach to Lennie. A large number of candidates gained 
full marks by making straightforward observations supported by relevant quotations.

b) The majority of candidates answered this question on language with notable success. 
Large numbers picked out words or phrases which indicated how Crooks recedes into 
himself, how Candy ‘quietly’ attempts to assert some kind of dignity or how Lennie reverts 
to ‘whining’.

c) Rather too many candidates ranged widely over the novella to describe the power 
structure on the ranch but the more successful chose a specific incident such as Lennie’s 
retaliation in the face of Curley’s assault.

This response gained full marks for all three parts of the question.
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The response to a) is systematic. At least three clear points are 
made and each is supported with an appropriate quotation.

In the b) response, the use of ‘the phrase...’ as a starter 
helps the candidate to comment on language rather than on 
character.

In c), there is a clearly identified ‘other part’, a comment on 
George’s power over Lennie and a relevant link to context.

Examiner Comments

Remember that the b) question requires you to focus 
on the language of the extract.

Examiner Tip
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Question 11
This was the much more popular choice in Section C. Candidates had strong views against 
zoos when they offered limited space for the animals but favoured wildlife parks which 
allowed more freedom. Some candidates only saw the potential benefits for visitors but 
more engaging responses took account of the conservation work done by zoos and parks.

As always, much depends on how candidates are able to develop ideas whilst writing 
accurately in well-structured sentences.

This response was awarded full marks for all assessment objectives.
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This is a balanced response which considers some benefits 
and disadvantages. It offers a fairly broad view of the issues 
involved and, although there are errors, the language used is 
clear and well-ordered. It never loses sight of the fact that it is 
meant to be a talk to the candidate’s peers.

Examiner Comments

Plan your response before you begin to write it. 
Consider the audience and purpose of the task.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12
There were a number of thoughtful responses which explored the merits of achieving 
happiness in the service of others. Others successfully considered the transience of short-
term gratification compared to adopting a life that had more grounding and substance. Less 
rewarding approaches offered lists of the ‘Happiness is…’ variety.

To achieve success, candidates must shape their views to be appealing to the intended 
audience whilst showing due regard for technical accuracy.

This response was awarded full marks.
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This is an engaging response, offering mature, well-considered 
views. It benefits from a fairly extensive vocabulary and  
fully-controlled sentence structures.

Examiner Comments

Voice your own opinions but be aware of the views  
of others.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary

There are signs that the (a) questions in both sections A and B are being approached with 
assurance and confidence by most candidates. Many more than in the past are able to 
meet the challenges of the language question in Section B, and have clearly benefited from 
word – and phrase – level analysis, whilst many candidates would benefit from a structured 
approach to answering the performance question in Section A. Answers to (c) questions 
in both Reading Sections have shown a marked improvement with some centres clearly 
adopting CRISP, or something similar, to give candidates a helpful framework.

There has been an apparent and continuing increase in the number of candidates managing 
their time effectively and completing all sections of the paper.

Writing responses clearly benefit from being carefully planned and checked for accuracy.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Use a structured approach to answer the performance question in Section A

•	 Use word and phrase level analysis in the language question in Section B

•	 A framework such as CRISP may help in the Reading sections

•	 Carefully plan and check your writing response for accuracy.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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