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Introduction
Familiar strengths and weaknesses were apparent in the responses of candidates during the 
series: the character questions in Sections A and B are completed with continuing success, 
whilst answers to the theme questions tend to be the least successful. This may have 
something to do with time management, with some candidates spending too much time on 
the character questions, leaving themselves short of time on the theme questions. However, 
a larger number of candidates do seem to have a much clearer idea of what is required from 
the theme questions.

Candidates had no difficulty in generating ideas to write about in Section C, although 
technical inaccuracies continue to limit overall achievement. Time spent by candidates in 
planning and checking is invaluable and should be adopted more widely to ensure structured 
and less error-strewn responses.

Teachers continue to be inventive in devising strategies to help their students and many 
successful responses in all sections of the paper demonstrate the effectiveness of these.



4 GCSE English 2 5EH2F 01

Question 1
A large majority of candidates answered on Romeo and Juliet with most of the rest 
answering on Macbeth.

1 a) This was answered very well indeed with most candidates picking out a number of 
aspects of Juliet’s character and being able to support them with quotations. Many were 
able to grasp the complexities of the situation, noting that Juliet is grieving for Romeo’s 
banishment at the same time that Lady Capulet believes she is bereft at the loss of Tybalt. 

1 b) This was less well answered and some candidates produced generalised and vague 
performance suggestions. Candidates did not always understand the need to consider how 
each line should be delivered and explain their decisions. There was a lot of “rolling around 
on the floor/bed in grief” along with a great deal of “sitting on the bed, looking out of the 
window”. The extract invites candidates to consider the difficulty of Juliet’s predicament 
and how this would be reflected in her behaviour, alongside a clear understanding of Lady 
Capulet’s preoccupations. 

1 c) The majority of candidates had no difficulty in suggesting a short scene related to 
revenge and recounting the events. The challenge is also to show what the chosen scene 
tells us about characters, their relationships and its effects on the rest of the play. The 
candidates who made use of the acronym CRISP, as outlined in previous reports, often 
produced a band 3 response. One marker reported: “The best approach I have seen to this 
question is when students repeat the theme word - 'Revenge is important here because 
it shows how Romeo's character changes. Revenge is also important because it shows 
how much Romeo cares about Mercutio that he would risk his relationship with Juliet. 
The revenge in this scene means that everything else in the play happens.' … As always 
narrative responses dominated and many students did not even complete the question. A 
few learners took the approach of starting with this question which often meant their scores 
were more rounded than their peers who spent too much time on sections a and b.”
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This is a consistently successful response across all three parts of the question.
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a) There is some misunderstanding at the end of the first 
paragraph and the expression is less than perfect but valid 
points are made and supported. There is enough for full marks.

b) Performance suggestions are made and reasons are given. 
This gained full marks.

c) Points on character, relationships and plot are sufficient for a 
mark in the top band.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you spend enough time on the (c) question 
by not spending too much on (a) and (b).

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
2 a) Many candidates successfully explored Macbeth’s state of mind as shown in the extract: 
his fear, his anxiety, his plans to preserve his hard-won status and his intentions towards 
Banquo.

2 b) The more successful candidates focused on the Macbeths’ tones of voice and their 
intimacy, there being few opportunities to suggest extravagant shows of physicality. The less 
successful fell back on ideas concerning stage lighting and props, which did little to show 
understanding of how the actors should be feeling.

2 c) Again, candidates had no trouble in suggesting a relevant extract dealing with fear. 
Again, the best responses went further than describing what happened. However it is 
significant, I think, that far fewer candidates made the mistake of listing a number of 
different scenes or of discussing the theme in general terms.

This response gained band 3 marks for all three parts of the question.
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a) Macbeth is deceitful, worried and cunning and all three points are supported.
b) Again, three suggestions are made and reasons are given for them.
c) A valid scene is chosen and there is a generally sound understanding of its importance.

Examiner Comments

For the (c) question, focus on just one other part of 
the play and show what it tells us about the characters 
involved, their relationships and the ideas in the play.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7
The vast majority of candidates answered on Of Mice and Men. Heroes was less popular 
than in the past with small numbers of candidates choosing to answer on one of the hitherto 
neglected texts such as Anita and Me and To Kill a Mockingbird.

7a) Large numbers of candidates scored maximum marks by pointing out that George used 
to take advantage of Lennie, that he was now showing remorse and that he now relied on 
Lennie to avoid the loneliness of an itinerant worker (supported by evidence). A number 
went a lot further, showing a considerable amount of insight. However, once three good 
points have been made, candidates should be moving on to the next questions. It was 
heartbreaking to see candidates who wrote two or three pages on George and then wrote 
just one short paragraph in response to question 7 c), which is, of course, worth 10 marks.

7 b) Comparatively few candidates got to grips with this question, choosing to write a 
character sketch of Lennie rather than looking carefully at the language used to present 
him. A successful answer depends on a clear shift of focus to consider how single words and 
phrases function to present the character (in this case) or feature under discussion.

7 c) There are plenty of parts of the novel which feature violence, actual, reported or 
threatened. The most popular were Lennie’s crushing of Curley’s hand or his killing of 
Curley’s wife. A simple retelling is not enough and most candidates were able to incorporate 
some elements of CRISP. The most successful remembered to refer to context also: the 
lonely life of the ranch hand, the dreams of those trapped in a narrow life, the power 
structure on the ranch or the absence of effective law-enforcement.
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There are successful answers to (a) and (c), here, but the candidate has little to offer for (b).
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a) Three sound points are made and supported.

b) The word 'dumb' is considered and the candidate could have looked more 
carefully at what George and Slim actually say.

c) The candidate makes points about character and consequences, the latter 
providing just enough material on context.

Examiner Comments

The (b) question is concerned with language. Comment 
on the phrases and words used in the extract and the 
effects they have on the reader.

Examiner Tip
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Question 11
This was by some way the more popular of the two writing questions. It is not surprising 
that young people have a view on whether life is too easy for them. Neither is it surprising 
that most responses declared that it isn’t. The most successful were measured explanations 
of the pressures placed on them, by the media, by peers, by parents, by teachers. Many 
fulminated against exams, or the job market, and the most impressive were often those who 
made positive suggestions to improve their lot. Just occasionally, a candidate would argue 
with conviction from the opposite corner, telling teenagers in general to pull themselves 
together. Such comments were invested with added strength when candidates referred to 
the lives of young people in other parts of the world.

This is a band 5 response.
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The candidate writes with accuracy, conviction and a clear 
sense of purpose. The response avoids turning into a 
rant and the focus on parental pressure helps to create a 
compact structure.

Examiner Comments

Organise your response into a series of paragraphs 
which develop your ideas.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12
Many candidates struggled with structuring this question and often ended up meandering off 
topic or straying into fantasy scenarios. There is nothing wrong with a candidate imagining 
themselves into a future situation after an important decision has been made, but there 
must be a focus on the decision and why and how it was taken. Some candidates created 
outlandish future lives for themselves resulting from being offered dream jobs and, of 
course, making the decision to accept the offer. The best responses to this question were 
grounded in reality and common situations facing students such as which school/sixth form 
to choose.

This response earned full marks.
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This is a convincing explanation of why a difficult decision was 
taken. The language is mature and there is a clear sense of 
purpose and audience.

Examiner Comments

Visualise your audience and convince them that your 
point of view is valid.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
There are signs that the (a) questions in both sections A and B are being approached with 
assurance and confidence by most candidates. Many more than in the past are able to 
meet the challenges of the language question in Section B, and have clearly benefited from 
word – and phrase – level analysis, whilst many candidates would benefit from a structured 
approach to answering the performance question in Section A. Answers to (c) questions 
in both Reading Sections have shown a marked improvement with some centres clearly 
adopting CRISP, or something similar, to give candidates a helpful framework.

There has been an apparent and continuing increase in the number of candidates managing 
their time effectively and completing all sections of the paper.

Written responses clearly benefit from being carefully planned and checked for accuracy.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Use a structured approach to answer the performance question in Section A

•	 Use word and phrase level analysis in the language question in Section B

•	 A framework such as CRISP may help in the Reading sections

•	 Carefully plan and check your writing response for accuracy.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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